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A Bedtime Story

Saleem Habash
TYT Reporter

T he story that followswas
told to me by my father
and for some reason, it
keeps springing to mind. Many
years ago, there lived a Jewish
man who, being very fond of
animals, kept various kinds -
some cattle and sheep, a horse,
and some goats and chickens -
in his courtyard. Now, hiswife,
unfortunately, did not share his
passion for animals, and conse-
guently, she was constantly
grumbling about the‘zoo’ in her
courtyard. Day after day, the
grumbling in-
creased, until the
man had no
choice but to go
totherabbiinor-
der to seek his
help. Suddenly,
whilst hewasre-
lating his story,
the rabbi had an idea. “Remove
al the animals from the court-
yard and put them in the house,”
he told the man. Although sur-
prised by this suggestion, the
man did as he was told. Of
course, hewasworried about his
wife's reaction, with very good
reason, as, immediately upon
seeing all the animals in the
house, she began to scream and
shout, demanding that he return
them to the yard. Now desper-
ate, the man returned to the
rabbi. This time, the rabbi told
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him to put the animalsback inthe
yard but only oneaday until they
had all been returned. Still rather
surprised by theadvicehewasre-
ceiving, theman, again, did ashe
was told, replacing the animals
one by one until thelast animal -
the horse - was back in place and
thewife- much to the man’scon-
tent - announced that shewas* de-
lighted’ to see the animals back
where they belonged.

This story, | believe, is simi-
lar to the one that we the Pales-
tinians are currently living. Prior
to the outbreak of the second
Intifada, wewere not living ‘ nor-
mal’ lives; on the contrary, we
were unable
to move
freely, our
economic
situation was
a disaster,
and the final
status issues
were  far
from being settled. Then, the new
Israeli Prime Minister, Ariel
Sharonvisited Al-Agsaand anew
revolution erupted, a revolution
that resulted in the shelling of
many Palestinian residentia ar-
eas and the killing and injuring
of hundreds of our countrymen
aswell asasiegethat hasleft the
inhabitants of our villages, towns
and cities virtual prisoners.

Not surprisingly, the new situ-
ation - which, in many ways is
far worsethan the onethat existed
before the outbreak of the

“What this means is that

tomorrow, although
dlightly better than our today,
will beno different whatsoever
to our yesterday.”
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Intifada, particularly in regard to
the number of people now living
under the poverty line - has|eft
the Palestinian people feeling,
tired, disheartened, and bitter, es-
pecially as so many Palestinian
workers are now unable to go to
their jobs inside Isragl. In short,
the Israeli Government has suc-
ceeded in making our lives much
worsethan they were before, just
as the Jewish man made his
wife's life more miserable by
putting all hisanimalsinside the
house. The main problem here,
of course, is that human nature
being what it is, there is a very
big possibility that when things
returnto‘norma’, i.e., totheway
they were before the outbreak of
the current Intifada, we will be-
lieve, mistakenly, that we have
achieved something wheninfact,
all wehavedoneisto becomethe
victims of aclever Isragli planto
placate us. What this means is
that our tomorrow, although
dlightly better than our today, will
be no different whatsoever to our
yesterday, meaning that rather
than move forward in our fight
toliberate Palestine, wewill have
simply remained stagnant.
What hurts me personally
morethan anything elseisthefact
that so many of us are likely to
fall for this trick, designed to
make usfeel asif wearegaining
something when, in reality, we
are till being denied many of our
most basic human rights. Still, |
am confident that there will be
those amongst us, like myself,
who will not be fooled and who
will not be content to merely sit
back and accept whatever Israel
throwsin our direction. Will you
be one of them? | hope your an-
swer is yes because if too many
people fal for this, the latest in
Israel’s attempts to force us into
submission and acceptance, there
is a very good chance that this
time, Israel will finally succeed
in quitening our voicesfor good.
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Nisreen Abu-Ata
The Rosary Sisters School
Jerusalem

umansareintelligent crea-
H tures capable of asking
relevant questions and
understanding the answers, as-
suming they are not too compli-
cated, right?Well, if that’sreally
the case, then why do the major- —

ity of doctorstreat their patients f* K IR _ |

asif it wasn't? Thisisthe ques-
tion that | ask myself each time |
leave my local hedlth clinic.
Whilst sitting waiting to seethe
doctor during my latest visit to the
clinic, I noticed something rather in-
teresting, namely, that every single
patient who wascalled in to thedoc-
tor’s office would go inside, stay
about five minutes maximum, and
thenleave. | couldn’t help but won-
der how the doctor could deal with
their health problemsin a matter of
minutes! A good example involves
a fairly young woman, whose
daughter sat beside me as her
mother went in to see the doctor.
When the mother came out clutch-
ing a prescription, | heard the girl
ask her, “What did the doctor say
was wrong Mom?’ to which the

woman re- ¢
plied, “Eve-
rything's okay,
he just gav
me a pre-
scription and said th
aslong as| takethe pills, everything
will get back to normal.” When |
heard that, | assumed that the woman
was merely trying to reassure her
daughter and didn’t want to bother
her with the detail s of her illness, but
upon seeing the doctor myself, | re-
alized that | had been totally wrong.

Onceinsidethe doctor’soffice, |
was asked to take a seat and to tell
the doctor what had brought me to
theclinic. I told him about the symp-
toms | was exhibiting, after which
he checked my temperature, my

pulse and my ears. Now, having fin-
ished the examination, the doctor sat
down at hisdesk and wrote meapre-
scription. I, meanwhile, sat patiently,
waiting for himto explain what was
wrong with me. Imaginemy sur-
prise when he said, “Okay,
Y you can go now.” It was at
% that moment that | real-
ized why the average
o period of time of each
-1 examination is only
about five minutes!
As far as | can
see, all this particu-
lar doctor was do-
i ingwas matching
__.his  patients’
S SyMptoms with
certain diseases,
writing prescriptions and then send-
ing them on their way, whilst believ-
ing, apparently, that doing anything
beyond that was not his responsibil-
ity! 1 thought back to the woman's
answer to her daughter and realized
that the reason she had not told her
daughter what was wrong with her
was not that she did not want to
worry her, but rather, that she her-
self didn’t know! I, however, was de-
termined to get some straight an-
swers. “But doctor, what's wrong
with me?’ | asked. The look on the

doctor’sfacerevealed alevel of sur-
prise, making it clear that very few
of hispatients, if any, ever bother to
ask him the same question. He did
not look pleased. “It's nothing seri-
ous,” he said finaly. “Just take the
medication and things will soon re-

tor say, “If | wereto sit and explain
to all my patients what is wrong
with them, it would take forever,
and | simply don’t have enough
time. Besides, evenif | wereto ex-
plain, they wouldn’t understand. All
they need to worry about is taking

turn to nor- themedication
mal.” Still as far as I'm
not satis- concerned.”
fied with  Patients have the right It is true
Ih';e"’r“;i’f;' to know what iswrong  thatthemajor-

. 3 ity of doctors
sut what  With them. hzve 2 large
caused my number of pa-
Symp - tientsand very
toms?” |

asked, much to his obvious annoy-
ance. “If you must know,” he said
with asigh, “it'samiddle ear infec-
tion. Nothing serious, okay?’ “But
what caused it, and what precautions
should | take so that | don't get it
again?’ | asked, it now being clear
to me that the doctor was not about
to offer any information.
Unfortunately, | am not talking
here about a particular doctor. All of
the doctors | see behave the same
way, and it appearsthat the vast ma-
jority of doctorsdo not believeinthe
importance of explainingto their pa-
tients what is wrong with them. As
for the patientswho do insist on ask-
ing questions, their questions, from
what | have heard, are only very
rarely answered. | once heard adoc-

little time to deal with each. It is
also true that many people might
not understand were their doctor to
take the time to tell them exactly
what waswrong with them. Yet, the
truth remains, and that truth is as
follows. patients have the right to
know what iswrong with them, and
unless they are well informed con-
cerning their illnesses, thereisarisk
that worrying about what iswrong
with them will only add to their
health problems. This being the
case, | believe that all of us should
insist that our doctors treat us with
respect and instead of underestimat-
ing our ability to comprehend, give
us the benefit of the doubt and an-
swer our questions with patience
and consideration.
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Refugees .. Until when?

Susan Gharib
TYT Reporter

efugee is a word that we
Rhear alot, including on the
news or when our parents
or other relatives tell us how they
or people they know or knew in the
past became refugees. It is, obvi-
oudly, avery important word, which
iswhy | want to make sure that all
of us understand its meaning.

Basically, refugees are people
who were forced to leave their
homesand land dueto wars or natu-
ral disasters such as earthquakes,
vol canoes, floods, tornados and so.
For the purpose of thisarticle, | want
to concentrate on the story of the
Palestinian refugees, which began
in 1948 when, asaresult of the war
of the sameyear, some 750,000 Pal-
estiniansweredisplaced and dispos-
sessed of their homes and land. At
the same time, approximately
100,000 Palestinians remained in
what became the State of |srael and
athough they later became Israeli
citizens, some 40,000 who had been
forced to leave their homes and
move to other parts of Palestine as
aresult of the fighting were not al-
lowed to return.

One of the saddest things about
the story of the Pal estinian refugees
is the fact that the world, even
though it witnessed the suffering of
the refugees of 1948, sat by and did
nothing when, in 1967, another
350,000 Pealestinians became refu-
gees, many for the second time. It
is almost as if the Palestinians are
considered |ess than human beings
and that the world is content to
merely sit by and watch them suf-
fer for the rest of their lives, gen-
eration after generation.

Some argue that the refugees
left their towns and villages of their
own freewill, but that it isaridicu-
lous argument. What were they ex-
pected to do after witnessing the
Israeli brutality against their fellow
countrymen, brutality which re-
sulted, in some cases, in massacres
in which a large number of Pales-

: e ’ oyt

e s
tinians were killed? Of course they
fled, but they fled in order to save
their livesand the lives of those they
loved.

Obviously, thefact that the refu-
gees left in such a hurry meant that
they left practically everything of
value behind. As a result, many of
their number ended up living in vari-
ous refugee camps in many of the
Arab countries while others became
displaced in other parts of Palestine.

Justimagine, oneday you'reliv-
ing in anice comfortable house, sur-
rounded by the people you care
about, and the next, you find your-
self living in atent, thrown amongst
strangers, surrounded by hunger,
sickness, and, frequently, tempera-
tures of a very extreme
nature...Admittedly, some of the
Western countries helped by supply-
ing therefugeeswith tents, medicine
and food, but doesthat negate the fact
that they suffered a huge injustice?
Obviously, the answer is no.

Today, there are approximately
five million Palestinian refugees,
representing some 70 percent of the
total Palestinian population, scat-
tered in 59 refugee campsin the West
Bank, Gaza, Jordan, Syria, and L eba
non or else desperately trying to
build new livesin various countries
throughout the world. Not surpris-
ingly, two of their primary demands
are the right to return and compen-
sation, as provided for by UN Reso-
lution 194 of 1948. Indeed, one of
the Palestinian conditions for peace
isthat the refugee problem be solved,
and rightly so. How could anyonein
his right mind deny that these peo-
ple have theright to choose whether
or not to return, especially when they
continue to live in such miserable
conditions, due, in part, to the con-
tinuation of the Israeli occupation
and the evil methods employed by
Israel in controlling the lives of the
Palestinian people?

| can only pray that God will help
us in ensuring that what is ours by
right isoneday returned to us so that
we can live our lives in peace and
dignity intheland of our forefathers.
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Khalifeh ... Between Past
and Present

MarianneAlbina
TYT Reporter

T he world famous Arabic composer,
singer, and oud player Marcel
Khalifehisaman who has continued
to capture the hearts of those who have the
pleasure of listening to hismusic for decades.
Sofineishismusic, that even if one does not
understand the lyrics, one cannot fail to fal
in love with the sound.

Born in the town of Amsheet on Mount
Lebanon in 1950, Khalifeh learned to play
the oud at the National Conservatory of Mu-
sic in Beirut. His interest in the oud and the
problems he faced in mastering the instru-
ment resulted in his publishing the lengthy
Oud Marcel Khalifeh, which is described as
an “academic method devel oped through 500
pages’.

Khalifeh applies Western-style instru-
mental composition techniques to music
whose base is deeply rooted in Arabic vocal
sources. Thus, he reflects not only Arabic
folklore but in addition, transcends the
boundariesof traditional Arabic musicto pro-
duce works that have attracted fans from all

over theworld. One of hismost popular songs,
judging by theacclaimit received during con-
certsheld in Europe, Europe, North America,
South America, Australia, North Africa, and
finaly, the Middle East, is the now famous
*Summer Night's Dream’, which is based on
the play written by William Shakespeare, ‘A
Midsummer Night's Dream’.

Khalifeh has never been the kind of per-
sonto give up when faced with obstacles. Dur-
ing the civil war in Lebanon, for example, he
often risked his life in order to perform pub-
licly and boost the morae of the people of
Lebanon by keeping them singing. He aso
displayed great courage when accused of blas-
phemy for singing lyricsthat resembled averse
from the Quran; an accusation, it should be
mentioned, that in spite of resulting in agreat
deal of criticism from the Arab World was
proven to be totally false.

The unique relationship between
Khalifeh's music and Arabic poetry has, ac-
cording to many, helped in strengthening and
highlighting theindividual’sfeelings concern-
ing happiness, freedom and justice. Certainly,
he has been able to revive in people various
emotions that for many, had long been in ex-
ile. Asaresult, it is not unusual to see mem-
bersof hisaudience crying either tears of sad-
nessor tearsof joy. Not surprisingly, the South
of Lebanon, it's people and its martyrs, have
for long served as the basis of many of
Khalifeh's most creative works.

In short, the songs and music of Marcel
Khalifeh have opened up an avenue for hope
and continuity. Thanksto theway inwhich he
manages to ensure that every listener is
touched by hismusic, he hassucceeded in cre-
ating an intimate relationship with all those
who listen to it, with no exceptions.

Naji Al-Ali, The Best Cartoonist Ever

Ahmad Al- Madbouh
Terra Sancta School
Bethlehem

aji Al-Ali was a Palestinian political
N cartoonist who developed a unique
style during his thirty- year battle on
behalf of the Palestinians. Though the exact date
of hishbirth is not known, he was born in either
1936 or 1937 in Al-Shagjara village in Galilee.
In 1948, he was forced to |eave Palestine with
hisfamily and livein exilein the south of Leba-
non in the Ein-Al-Helwe Palestinian refugee
camp.
It was in the late 1950's that the late Pales-
tinian poet Ghassan Kanafani discovered Ngji's
talent and encouraged him to continue drawing.

It all started, Nagji said, when “1 used drawing as
aform of political expression whilein Lebanese
jails’. Naji Al-Ali isvery dear to most Palestin-
ians because hefaced al theviolencearound him,
especialy that of the Israeli occupation, nothing
but with a pen, or thereby encouraging the pub-
lic to never surrender. Ngji Al-Ali was not only
frequently detained by police and continually cen-
sored, but he has al so received many death threats
during his life. He refused, however, to speak
about his oppressors and drew them instead.
Sadly, on 22 July, 1987 he was shot in the head
by alone gunman as he was going to work. After
five weeks in acoma, he died at 1am on 30 Au-
gust at the age of 51. The world has lost one of
its best cartoonists ever, but the legend of Ngji
Al-Ali continues.
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How to Change Your World

Issa Fuad Stephan
Terra Sancta College
Bethlehem

e are responsible for
making the world
around us what it is,

correct? | mean, if the society
around usis corrupt, then we natu-
rally begin to think about chang-
ingitand ‘fixing things', no?Well,
| believe that no one is capable of
changing othersand that itisamis-
taketo think that anyone should be
ableto because no matter how hard
you might try to change your class-
mate, sibling, friend or partner, the
truthis, that with avery few excep-
tions, your effortswill provefutile.

Asfar as| can seg, if you truly
wishtoimprovetheworldinwhich
you live, you must start by chang-
ing the way you yourself think be-
cause unlessyou do, you will never
succeed in making a better life for
yourself or, indeed, for those
around you.

Suppose anindividual hateshis
life so much that he attemptsto run
away from it, perhaps by moving

to another areaor distancing himself
from the society around him. What
would he achieve? The answer is
nothing, because his world would
follow him wherever he went or
whatever he did to get away fromiit.
Evenif hewereto succeed in setting
himself up in anew environment, he
would still be unable to run away
from his ‘self’, the one that he cre-
ated. The point is, wherever he were
to hide, hewould alwaysend up cre-
ating the
same world
again, and
again, and
again, just
like before.
Why? Be-
cause with-
out changing the way we think, we
cannot possibly change our indi-
vidual worlds.

Let me explain. If, for example,
you desire things that have no real
substance, then you create a world
of falsity and pretense. In every
sense, the ‘self’ that you create
projects itself through the world
around you, and since there are no

vateworld.”

“Work hard on cre-
ating your own pri-

two personswho think exactly alike,
the number of worlds currently in
existence is exactly the same as the
number of people alive today. Of
course, these worlds are constantly
changing according to the changes
in the way that people think.

My advice to you is as follows.
Work hard on creating your own pri-
vate world, always paying attention
to the fact that you alone have the
ability to improve it but
whilst remembering that
thefutureand destiny are
unpredictable. In other
words, make your plans
but always allow for the
fact that things might not
turn out exactly the way
you want them to. That doesn’t
mean, of course, that you should give
up and simply wait for things to
change by themselves, simply that
you should aways be prepared to
adapt your plans according to your
new circumstances. Believe me - if
you don't accept responsibility for
improving your own personal world,
no one else will do it for you.
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Financial Indepertdence
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Being ateenager myself, | have often wit-
nessed how many people in the Palestinian
society do not accept the fact that teenagers
should be allowed to work unlessthey arein
dire need of money, especially whenit comes
togirls. In my opinion, allowing teenagersto
work can be avery beneficial experience for
the individuals involved, not least of all be-
cause it alows them to gain valuable work
experience whilst still young, which could
have a hugely positive effect on their career
choices later on.

It is not a shame to allow teenagers to
work. On the contrary, aslong asthejobisa
respectable one and without risks, then one
should actually encourage it! In fact, | be-
lieve that teenagers from all economic back-
grounds should work, bearing in mind that
earning money is not the only advantage as-
sociated with working. For example, work-
ing, whether for pay or without pay, isagreat
way to develop one's personality, especially
asthe responsibilities that oneis required to
bear whilst working can help onein learning
to accept responsibility, not only for one's
successes, but also for one's failures, all
throughout life. In addition, working teaches
youngsterstheimportance of money. By earn-
ing his’her own money, ayoungster will soon
cometo realizethat money doesn’'t come eas-
ily, which is an extremely important thing to
learn, especialy in our society. Work also
teaches young people the importance of be-
ing able to communicate with others in an
effective manner and, in many cases, with
people from outside the community in which
they live. Consequently, their lives begin to
expand and transcend the home and school
environment. In addition, working helps one
to appreciate one's sparetime and to put it to
good use.

Of course, there are several disadvan-
tages associated with allowing teenagers to
work. To begin with, many studentswho work
neglect their studies - with disastrous conse-
quences- whichiswhy great attention should
be paid to the suitability, of lack thereof, of
thekind of work inwhich any teenager wishes
to engage. Put simply, if a student appears
incapable of using good sensein dividing his
time between his studies and work, then he
should not be allowed to work in the first
place; ideally, a student should study hard
throughout the school year and then find a
summer job for the duration of the summer
vacation. Another disadvantage is that along
with their newfound financial independence,
some youngsters could mistakenly believe
that they no longer need their parents and act
accordingly. Obviously, this is a huge mis-
take as our parents are far more than provid-
ers of food, lodging and pocket money and
should always be treated as such.

In conclusion, our society would do well
to start encouraging all youngsters to find
some kind of work, particularly during the
summer vacation, but whilst ensuring that
they benefit rather than suffer asaresult. By
doing so, we would be benefiting not only
the teenagers themselves, but also the bud-
ding Palestinian state, to which the vast ma-
jority of youngsters are capable of making a
valuable contribution as has already been
proven time and time again.
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Her Hidden Pain

Shecries, but nobody sees
her tears, even he who sits
there so innocently never re-
alizing that she is crying, let
alone that she is crying be-
cause of him. With an effort,
shesmiles, and still hehasno
clue, no ideathat sheis upset
because of him, because she
cannot speak thetruth. Being
alone with him means the
world to her, yet, at the same
time, it hurts her beyond
words for she silently longs
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Follow Silence

Take one step back

Embrace the true master

You shall rejoice

Do not take that deadly stride

The light you see is not genuine
Although it brings you that feeling
The one you call happiness

Do not go for that game

For if you get involved

Nothing will ever save you

At the end, trying to recall

The game and that light

Would no longer give you happiness
Your brightest days would be the
darkest of all

Yet when calling on that master

It brings you the best peace

Not only today but for eternity
Hence, follow it,

Follow silence... .o o Abu-Ata

Rosary Sisters School
Jerusalem
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This Issue’s Lesson

Chosen by: Saleem Habash
TYT Reporter

In the rain one night, at
11:30 pm, an older black
woman was standing on the
side of an Alabamahighway
trying to endure a lashing
rain storm. Her car had bro-
ken down and she desper-
ately needed aride. Soaking
wet, she decided to flag
down the next car. A young
white man stopped to help
her, generally unheard of in
the conflict-filled ‘60s. The
man took her to safety,
helped her get assistance and
put her into a taxi cab. She
seemed to be in a big hurry,

4 but
LSS down his ad-

wrote

knock came on the man's
door. To his surprise, a giant
console color TV was deliv-
ered to his home. A special
note was attached. It read:
“Thank you so much for as-
sisting me on the highway the
other night. Therain drenched
not only my clothes, but aso
my spirits. Then you came
along. Because of you, | was
able to make it to my dying
husband’s bedside just before
he passed away. God blessyou
for helping me and unselfishly
serving others. Sincerely, Mrs.
Nat King Cole”
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’ “Thesignificance of manisnot in what
he attains, but rather in what he longs to
attain.”

’ “Thereality of the other person is not
in what he reveals to you, but in what he
cannot reveal to you. Therefore, if you
would understand him, listen not to what
he saysbut rather to what he does not say.”

> “Now let usplay hide and seek. Should
you hide in my heart it would not be diffi-
cult to find you. But should you hide be-
hind your own shell, then it would be use-
less for anyone to seek you.”

> ‘1 wouldwalk withall thosewho walk.
| would not stand still to watch the proces-
sion passing by.”

’ “Poetry is not an opinion expressed. It
isasong that rises from a bleeding wound
or asmiling mouth.”

9 Pity the nation divided into frag-
ments, each fragment deeming itself ana-
tion.”

aganillg il

S| e yusail) g c¥olib] g cYLaiYl wars e Bial) dillas |
S dasat) ao elilBdle gl SI 5)lhas 5,580 032 £ LSYI 089
Lidble agad puilil g ¢y il £ L) oo ald caild el jolls BAs |
9o Audblall elilia adud ST udalls 48510 g delablly peleis |

-LBas g (8 ST Sasua GlS1

ol (o land] asneall e 5 lall Sla ikl el 138 o) Jass
099 (el cllSilis aigs (G Juddng o g yuidl 9 £ Lud 9¥F s
el Shlall saneall e Sl lila gyl g JSYI S0 30
oS oD B3lias AMe gi Banaa Bulacal (553 G (o Laayg (¥
B el o e

PRI ciag Ailac g 1o 1) el 158 el s g8 il s
a0 01 3 53 o ) s LS sl BT g1 82 55
Joad ASSLE e¥flas S (B9l g fsalakl e LA g (JSLALS
Ol plads aladl) gi (lENadly Lo Lkl sUA] ) 55400 03a 3 |
Ablall s (5 gaall 06 Sasts

shygadl

Ol pecl) Ll 1 9a¥T . 1331 9 Jg¥I e ganalll (S elif 158 Judi
(ras &3S 13) elialial S o8 &Y gaill 0389 JASYL o it
el a9 1S 1599 conls 8 2 91 9 S8 5031 9l
05539 Juaa dlsas ol (45 i3 488 Lle s 13) . Jlad) 132 8

S s e dacila 3,580 038

Olla yuull

Sl Loasi gl 138 Jans g . 3yl § 7 Loy el yacws alis
9= gl (3o ISl BIEE aMaSU Liadatig fuge 99 Ylas g Suanio
dogliia (99 LA il (i 9 #1 9aY ) agdils ()i Loyl 8 yld ilalill g
#1921 Jansg dua fuslg £ gl (553 a8 Lusble gladaly |
(DL pgedilf 133,508 1) dealanll

St

BN GRSt 0942 p 930 9 cule Silagl) S
Lo A5 5,41 (o i glas ali Y w39 gl 13a S dad ye
ol e Cuualf eluelons dulile JSLio dal 93 adeil] saiall
| Aula Yl ayeliiiog Aslall il ge dgal dlifialayg Al

sl .,-'\l“

08 (5908 de ye § s (92 Bl (O jab) gl 4l Gl aglas |
JS dans AU lilad g8 Caealis Lodaf dal g5 . Slaadl £ gl Jai |
Gl gl s SS9 i elas ( glass (il g obs (st |
I 5 el A8 Lails (as sy Lokl (b e e |
el acdiag (g3l

RUY ]

B9l Aal ol (o Aigliie &l 39 (haadg (B S () 9 felis SRkl
Silga 959 6 yuiS Of paad S Jana Hadill 132 995yl g deulandl g
glasble Qilelily O 9oy (pas yguda g Olelalals 7 88 Sussa |

Basa dalile |

o

Caaliiond 13 saand] 53 5l g Eaaf gl 5 SUS3Lak (o ellilf o jins |
53558 S S0 1 Ladisa ST 889 ) g ikl a5 0 |
Ja1 g £Batl e T Ty pla ool geall 3ol Sl |
.@ﬂoiwac@éﬁ Lodlaj (3o a3 g .yl 138 JUS o, 8Y1 9

g yaudig dlasat) ol ga¥lg Slaayl s Jolaill clile care o8 |

A yautip slageadl ISl phay dayday il 5 541 eyt | (LA

d gialls Adbolalf elibia (915 cllaias 8 Lol pue i gl 3l '-31‘.“__“. !

ST LAl po et aatg JSLALI g A1l Lga U359 dasdilogyllg L
Latite g LsLatal

S el aas ) eld) dlas (S a3 g QI aass ya3 M
8 g ALk ol ) 80 3A g (el 3ia g J5Lanll g Aaal
3)lias dudbole Aidle il 39 Sl Lo dyanan el £ Ld Y
il (8 ke Lala 38ad . 5ulll (o dad (9T g waaadl o] Jaas

L g¥I Gl 11,8 3a g Slgb

Wiyl (553 Y a8 g cculuninill g Sl yalf (Aas pgukll 138 agais
Lo s 80 3 Ll placdf (yfasi 5 . aos el g cslad i plof ASUles
etaadl s Giaads G aalaiess Y g gl 55 Log 4 pauds




" GVP LY | IS

- ¥ = 1R X
it o L 31 Al o oy bl 5 S S g o i 3 318 s iyl 0 J31) 6 ol L
il g flladas i Gyl ] 1935 20 1 i 19 1 Gl Ll ¥y sLinc e gana gl LI Yot/ £/
+ el il A Lasnd gl

g Vo417 0/ A oy 3 3935 il 30 il gl COT O g g 31513 Byl G ol gl A o a1/ 0/ Wy e s D s €354l i sl S g
. gl sliac o s g v

BRC g 15 39l o 0 5.4 5 90 o sl o gl Al o ol L el sy sl s gl
B39l oyl o301y 1 3949 s 3o 1S 3kl i L | U1 V001 O/ 1

i a;:;ﬁg:ﬁm\\

Obdidaadl ol 30l e 2 bl 1 Byl Sl S M5 WE CAre s b gy S0 )3y ol We Careg syt emall o o 5 o 5Pl s s &l (0 i s L EL> 3 o oy el
Yoo/ 0/ iyl st Ahls &5uhc . s gl (0 ot ¥y 0055 S0



\ﬁ\ TYT Supplement: Journalism Across Boundaries

1ssue 18

By TYT Team
group of 13 students
A majoring in media or
journalism and hailing
from Germany and the Nether-
lands and 16 young journalists
from inside the Green Line and
Pal estine were hosted between 19-
27 May 2001 by PYALARA (The
Palestinian Youth Association For
L eadership and RightsActivation)
as part of its ‘Journalism Across
Boundaries' project. The project,
it should be noted, was sponsored
by the European Union.

“Those of us who came from
abroad came to Paestine full of
hope and expectationsbut aso full
of fear, mainly of the unknown,”
said Elizabeth Knoblauch from
Germany, who went on to explain
that the magjority of the foreign
participantswerevisiting the area,
which some of themreferred to as
a ‘war zone', for the very first
time. Their fears, it appears, were
soon forgotten. As PYALARA's
public relations officer, Mrs.
Nadia Bandak, explained, “We
were well aware of the fact that
some of the participants felt alit-
tle bit uncomfortable but we did
our best to put them at ease. For
example, we tried to make sure
that some of the Palestinian
youngsters accompanied the for-
eign youth wherever they went.
I’'m glad to say that we achieved
everything we hoped to, in spite
of the hardshipsinvolved”.

Project Objectives

“Thefirst goa of the project,’
said Mrs. Bandak, “wasto givethe
participants an opportunity to
meet with each other and discuss
the role of the mediain their na
tive countries, especialy interms
of covering the Palestinian-lsragli
conflict. As a youth and media
oriented NGO, PYALARA al-
ways stresses the role of the me-
diain influencing the public and
we believe that encouraging dis-
cussion related to mediacoverage
indifferent countrieshelpsyoung
journalists to understand the pri-
orities of people from countries
other than their own”.

Another major objective of the

Sponsored by The European Union

A Palestinian Youth Monthly

Unforgettable Moments in Palestine

Journalism Across Boundaries group visiting Qalandia camp

project, said Bandak, wasto allow
the participants to become more
familiar with other cultures and to
try to discourage them from stere-
otyping when writing about peo-
pleof other nationalities. If welook
at the Western media, we find that
it constantly portrays Palestinians,
for example, as terrorists and sui-
cide bombers, either as aresult of
ignorance, a tendency to general-
ize, or the tremendous effect that
the Israeli media has on its coun-
terpart intheWest. Because of this,
PYALARA was keen to give the
foreign journalists an opportunity
to mix with Palestiniansand seefor
themselves whether or not the de-
scriptions usually associated with
them are indeed accurate.

Yet another objective was to
allow for discussion concerning the
possibility of establishing a Euro-
Arab newspaper. According to
PYALARA's way of thinking, the
voice of the Palestinian people
must reach the entire world if we
areto witness any improvement in
the situation of theformer. The as-
sociation believes, therefore, that
such apaper would be of great ben-
efit, not only tothe Palegtiniansand
the Arab nations, but also to Euro-
pean youth whose sources of infor-
mation, although many, are not al-
way's accurate or comprehensive.

The Program

The program was designed in

away that allowed the participants
to become familiar with different
aspects of the Pal estinian position.
First, the members of the group
were given an opportunity to meet
various media personalities, such
asWaleed Al-Omari, aPaestinian
broadcaster working for Al-Jazeera
Satellite Channel, Ibrahim Malik,
theeditor-in-chief of the Nazareth-
based Fasl Al-Magal newspaper,
and Amira Hass, a reporter work-
ing for the Ha' aretz newspaper.
The group aso met with various
Palestinian political figures, such
as PLC member Hatem
Abdelgader, the Secretary of Fatah
in the West Bank, Marwan
Barghouti, the Deputy Minister of
Youth and Sport, Jamal Mhaisen,
and Birzeit University’s PR officer,
Albert Aghazerian. Another way in
which the participants became
more familiar with the difference
aspects of the Palestinian position
was through a number of visits to
places of interest. The visits in-
cluded oneto the Old City of Jeru-
salem, where, amongst other
things, the participants visited the
different holy places and another
to Nazareth and Jaffa, where they
learnt more about the situation of
the Palestinians inside the Green
Line and the fate of some of the
Palestinian villages that used to
exist there. A third visit was to
Qalandiarefugee camp, wherethe
participants saw for themselvesthe

Photo: Ayed Salem

conditions under which the refu-
gees are living and heard more
about their history.

Reaction

At the end of thevisit, the par-
ticipantswere asked to evaluatethe
program and to write down their
comments. Thefollowing areafew
examples of what they wrote:

4 | have seen people living under
terrible pressure display great
strength, hope and courage. What
| saw really inspired me and en-
couraged me to give my life more
meaning” Philip le Clercq, The
Netherlands.

4" Thistrip allowed meto become
familiar with thingsyou can’t find
elsewhere, for example, thereality
at checkpoints, the hospitality of
the Palestinian people, the beauty
of the country and finally, the ex-
treme difficulties facing all Pales-
tinians, bethey in cities or refugee
camps” Mirjam van den Berg,
the Netherlands.

4 “| think that the program went
quite well and that PYALARA did
what it set out to do, taking into
consideration the limited time we
spent in Palestine as well as the
difficult circumstances” Christian
Meier, Germany.

4 “ | wanted a view from the other
side and that is what | have got. |
knew the program would be com-
pressed, but the information | got
wasworth all the efforts. The high-

April/ May 2001

lights of the program were: de-
stroyed villages of 48, meeting
Fatah Secretary General, Marwan
Barghouti, visiting a refugee camp
and being hosted by a Palestinian
family and meeting the Israeli
journalist, Amira Haas” Lutz
Kosbab, Germany.

4 “\What encouraged me to par-
ticipate was my desire to reveal
thereality of lifein Palestine and
to learn more about the West,
partly through hearing the opin-
ions of the foreign members of the
group.” Ala’ Odeh, Palestine.

4" Thisisthefirst timel have par-
ticipated in such a program, and
| amglad to say that | feel | ben-
efited a great deal, especially in
terms of being able to exchange
my views with people of different
cultures. The program, asfar as|
am concerned, was a great suc-
cess and | amlooking forward to
participating in similar programs
inthefuture’” Munia Dweik, Pal-
estine

4 “ Such programs are essential
becausethey enable ustotalk face
to face with Westerners and to
show them the real situation.
When foreigners actually come
here, they see things with their
own eyes, which is extremely im-
portant” Ziyad Shleiweit, Naza-
reth.

4 “ Such programs are important
because they show that the Pales-
tinian peopleare united. Thispar-
ticular programhelped usto make
Western journalists more aware
concerning our situation at the
same time as it helped us to un-
derstand their views” |brahim
Mbariki, Nazareth.

PYALARA believes that the
importance of this project relates
to its ability to create channels of
communication between people
from different cultures whilst
putting a spotlight on the prob-
lems facing the Palestinian peo-
ple, especially the youth. The as-
sociation hopes that this same
group will take part inany similar
exchange projects in the future
and that they will eventually form
the core of the Euro-Arab news-

paper.
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Elizabeth Knoblauch
“| like peace and hate war sm-

ply because | know what war
means” said 26-year-old
Elizabeth from Ger-
many. Elizabeth,
who is studying
political science
at the University of
Hamburg, joined the
program because she
wanted to meet Palestinian

Munia, 22, likes to spend time with
her family, whom she says she
adores. Munia said that she
wants to become a famous
broadcaster, not because
she seeks fame and
fortune but be-

youth and learn more about they cause  she
way inwhich they view the conflict wants  to
show the

and to share that knowledge with peo-

ple back in Germany. world what is

really happening
inPalestine. Her mes-
sage to the world?
“Please don't judge the Pal-
estinians by what you see on
television; come here and see the
Rabi’, 21, livesin the Qalandiarefugee camp but said that he has never reality for yourself, if you dare”
given up hope of one day re-
turning to his native village
and proving, both to himself
and to others, that he suc-
ceeded in fighting against the
injustice of Isragli discrimina-
tion and occupation. “If Jews
and Arabs were treated
equally, | would even agreeto
share my village with Israe-
lis,” said Rabi’ a, “but until we

Ibrahim, who worksfor the Fad
Al-Magal newspaper, said
he enjoys reading and
photography. “Meet-

are a good
idea,” said

aretreated equally, it isout of Ibrahim,
the question”. “but we
need to see

more ’48 Pal-
estinians attend-
ing so that we can
deepen the interaction
and show the international
community that we are fully
united”.

Anna, who is 21, comes from Holland. She is afirst-
year university student majoring in journalism. She
likes to write and to know
more about what is going on | Anna Rosa M eerbach
around her as well as to do
“her bit” to achieve peace al
over theworld. Annasaid that
shewasgladto beherein Pal-
estine and would write about
her experience and publish

“l want to learn and to get to
know more people,” said

something about her trip back Ald a, 23, from Hebron,
inHolland. “I joined this pro- who was one of the
gram because the picture that participants in

is drawn by the Western me-
diaisincomplete” said Anna,
who added, “I was shocked
when | was in Khan Younis
and saw what is really going on there. Something has
to be changed in order to create awareness about the
rea situation.”

PYALARA'S
‘We Care’
Project.
Ala, who
studies soci-
ology at Birzeit
University, added
that he likes to work
with children and help to
solve their problems.

Ziad Shleiwet works as an editor for Fasl Al-
Magal, a newspaper that is published in
Nazareth. Amongst other thingshelikes
to read, watch TV, swim and go on
picnics. “It isimportant to meet
with Western students and
journalists in order to

make them more familiard 4x°
with our situation,” said
Ziyad, who added, “Such
meetings help in breaking the
media siege imposed on us by the
global leaders, the USA in particular”.

Mirjam, who isfrom Holland, thought about be-
coming a doctor, a policewoman and a vet
before finally deciding to become ajour-
nalist. Currently ajournalism student
at Utrecht, she has written several
articles for the National Geo-
graphic magazine. Shelikes N
to travel, particularly in /o
AmericaandAfricaand to
learn more about the differ-
ent kinds of people living there.
Her ambition in life, she said, isto
become such a good writer that many,
many people read her articles and learn
more about the peoples of the world.

et to

Philip, 25, who is from Holland is ex-
tremely interested in history, themass
media, Arab culture, ethics and
philosophy. “I joined the pro-
gram in order to step out of
my small and protected
reality in my country
and meet and
learn from peopl
who arebeing de-
nied their basic
rights, such asfreedom,”
said Philip, who added, “It
makes me angry to know that <
there are so many peoplewho still
have to fight and struggle for things
that | used to take for granted”.

Peter, who is 24 and who
comes from Germany,
is studying cultural

Nabeel Rabi’ a, 28, from Sur
Baher, the head of the
General Union for

science and soci- the Disabled,
ology. He is Bethlehem
particu- Branch. “I

larly in-
terested
in politics,
socia sciences
and music. Peter
said that he had joined
the program because he
had been interested in the
Palestinian-1sraeli conflict ever
since coming to Palestinewhen he
was 16 years old.

feel our
role in
such
exchange
programs is
very important.
We have to work
hard to clarify our pic-
ture, which is continually
distorted by the foreign me-
dia”

Samah, it should be noted, means
forgiveness in Arabic. Said
Samah, “Only when the
Palestinian-Israeli con-
flict is solved will |
be able to for-
give the Is-
raelisfor
what
they have
done to my
people.” Samah
went on to say that
she hopes to become a
journalist so that she can
show the world what Israel has
done to the Palestinian people.

Christian, who is 25, also
comes from Germany. Al-
though he is currently
working as an intern
in Lebanon, he
seized the op-
portunity to
join the

PYALARA
“because | have
beento Israel and Pal-
estine before and wanted
to increase my knowledge
about the people here”.

Ahn

tione
Said Mufid, whose feels
name means ‘use- roots
ful’, “In addition there
to working as ods
ateacher, | clud
also and
work as Alth
an editor fedls
and journalist said
for The Youth mair
Times. Amongst other tion
things, | write about poli-

ticsand literature.”



ross Boundaries

KNnow us

“1 want Westerners to love my country,
Palestine, the way | love it,” said
L oricewho hopesto one day work
fortheTV orradio or elsewith
children. She continued,
saying, “The best thing
about living in Eu-
rope is that you
don't come
acrosssoldiers
al the time like
you do in Palestine
and Israel. | think it's
great that eventhoughwe're
living under hard conditions,
we continue to try to live as nor-
mal alife aspossible”.

Christian, whois17, German, and
astudent, was the youngest of
thegroup. The Palestinians,
he said, are very
friendly and because
of this, people
might change
their mind
about Israel
and the Palestin-
ianswerethey toac-
tualy visit the areaand
get to really know its peo-
ple. His interests are music,
culture, literature and the sci-
ences.

Evais22 andisapsychology student from
Germany. “At first, | was reluctant to
come to Palestine because of the
current political situation,” said
Eva, who then added that she
was happy she had got
over her initia reluc-
tance. Evasaid that
one of the things
shemost enjoyed
in Palestine was
watching the sun rise
over Jerusalem.

ad, 21, admitted to being emo-
|ly confused but said that he
deeply united with his
. Ahmad believes that
are different meth-
of struggle, in-
ng drawing
writing, etc.
ough he often
frustrated, Ahmad
that he always re-
s optimistic that a solu-
will be found and that the
tinians will one day be able to

n peace.

Sebastian, 25, who comesfrom Holland,
said he admired the Pal estinian peo-
plebut wastotally against suicide
bombings and those responsi-
ble for them. At the same
time, he condemned |s-
rael’s use of F-16
planesagainst the
Pal estinians.
According to
Sebastian, who
made adocumentary
dealing with the situa-
tion in Palestine, the UN
must play amoreeffectiverole
in solving the Palestinian-Isragli
conflict.

Niveen Shaheen, 21, isa3rd -year
student at Birzeit University,
majoring in sociology.
‘When | was invited by
PYALARA to take
part in this pro-
gram, | quickly

willingness, “
says Niveen, “Such
exchange programs
help me exchange my
viewswith international stu-
dents and show them the truth
about the Palestinain people.”

Ellert, who is 24 and from Holland,
said that this was his third visit to
Palestine. He said that the Pal-
estinians are friendly, edu-
cated, and open minded,
although he com-
plained that the
wealthier ones
tend to ‘sho
off’ and that in
general, the Pales-
tiniansliketo chat just
a little too much. As for
theimportance of such apro-
gram, Ellert said, “It opens our
eyesto the Palestinian issue”.

“My heart is dead because | have seen so
many terrible things,” said |zzeddin
who is22 and comes from Nablus.
|zzeddin, who is a student of
journalism and political sci-
enceat Birzeit University,
complained that he
had not seen his fam-
ily for over four
months. “Even though
violence has become a nor-
mal part of our lives, | donot feel
scared,” said |zzeddin, adding, “ but
seeing so many childrendieinthiscon-
flict has made me very bitter and angry.”

Peyman, who is 24 years old, was
bornin Iran but now livesin Hol-
land. Heis currently studying
photojournalism. Peyman,
who enjoysreading his-
tory booksaswell as
photography,
said he likes
to take
photos of
people from
all over the
world. War is the
thing he hates the
most. “By taking part in
the program,” said Peyman,
“1 hoped to learn more about my-
self aswell as about the Palestin-
ian people, and | did”.

Peyman Shameli

Carolais 23 and comes from Germany. Sheisastudent of Mid-
dle Eastern Studies and
is interested, amongst | Carola Richtex
other things, in media
and ecology. Carolasaid
that she joined the pro-
gram because of her in-
terest in both Palestine
and the media here and
because she wanted to
see the changes that
have occurredinan area
with which she was al-
ready familiar. She
added that by the end of
the program, she hoped
to know even more about the Palestinian media and to write
good stories based on things she had seen for herself.

Lutz is 23 years old and hails from Germany. A man with many
talents, heis particularly

fond_of Internet :_;u_rfing, .
sending and receiving e-
mails, hiking, photogra-
phy, and biking. Asastu-
dent of journaism, Lutz
likes to keep in touch
with people of different
cultural backgrounds,
which is one of the rea-
sons why he joined this
program. According to
Lutz, “helping peoplein
need” is his mission in
life. The word Palestin-
ian, hesaid, remindshim
of the taste of Arabic coffee!

Maryam Dahbour, 21, isan employee at
PYALARA. She is extremely inter-
ested in meeting people from dif-
ferent countries and different
cultural backgrounds. “This
exchange program is
benefiting me great
dedl. | have man-
aged to learn
about the
Germa
and Dutch
cultures, the
european way of
thinking and the way
the european media por-
trays us, the Palestinians,’
said Maryam. Inshort, the pro-
gram enabled meto understand the
Western mentality and how we should
addressit.”

Maryam Dahbour
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Wash Away Evidence of Life

Journalism Across Boundaries group in Qalandia camp” .

By Eva-Maria Decker
Germany

udging by what we see on TV, many Pal
J;/ﬂinian mothers sure have a problem
hen it comes to keeping their sonsin
clean clothing, bearing in mind that taking
part in confrontations can be a messy busi-
ness. | know for a fact that most German
mothers would throw up their hands in de-
spair were their children to return home cov-
ered in dirt and dust, let alone blood. Unfor-
tunately, however, Palestinian mothers have
alot more to worry about than ensuring that
their boys have a constant supply of clean
shirts.

Take the mother of Rabi’, for example,
an eight-year-old child living somewhere in
the West Bank. Now Rabi’, in spite of his
youth, faces danger many times a day, start-
ing with when he is forced to stand in queue
at the checkpoint in the morning and come
face to face with Isragli soldiers. These sol-

diers, one has to re-
member, in spite of
being hardly ten years
older than Rabi’a,
have, thanks to the
guns in their hands,
the power to deprive
him of his lifein a
heartbeat. Of course,
he could always avoid
the checkpoints by
taking aside road, but
many of these roads
arein aterrible condi-
tion and far from safe

5
i
2
<
o
E

themselves.

But wait, Rabi’ has another option! Like
many other young Palestinians who were
obliged to grow old beforetheir time he could
forget about going to school altogether and
help his mother - his father is in prison, ac-
cused of taking part in demonstrations - by
selling chewing gum and cigarettes with his
friends in the streets of Ramallah. In fact, it
looks as if he soon won’t have a choice, tak-
ing into consideration the fact that his eldest
brother, who is somewhat of an activist like
his father, has aready been injured several
timesin demonstrationsand isrunning therisk
of becoming yet another name on the ever-
lengthening list of Palestinian martyrs.

In the meantime, let's think about how
Rabi’ can spend his sparetime. Well, he could
aways visit one of his classmates who isin
hospital in Ramallah being treated for thein-
juries she sustained when a shell landed near
her house. He could listen to a nurse explain,
assuming he can bear to hear the details, how

thegirl isunableto sleep at night dueto being
so scared of being injured again and how, for
exactly the same reason, sheisno longer able
to control her bladder. Alternatively, he could
sit with his friends and talk about the dream
they all share, namely, to leave the dil apidated,
overcrowded buildingsin which they live and
return to the villagesfrom which their parents
and grandparents were expelled when Israel
decided their presence therewasno longer de-
sirablein 1948.

Rabi’, like all Palestinian children, has
been deprived of his childhood and conse-
quently, he feelsangry and frustrated. Isit re-
aly any wonder then that when he comes
across an lsragli jeep or tank heis pushed into
venting this anger and frustration by throw-
ing afew rocks, even knowing that the chances
of him actually causing any damage are mini-
mal if compared to the chances of him being
shot, beaten, or imprisoned for this desperate
act?

It isashame, to say the least, that herein
Palestine the vast mgjority of children over the
age of six would be able to explain to you the
latest political events yet probably be unable
to spell their names, thanks to the damage
caused to the Palestinian education sector by
Israel’saggressive policies. What ismore of a
shameisthat upon being asked their address,
the majority of these children would reply not
with a street name and the number of their
house, but with° the name of arefugee camp.

Clearly, Palestinian mothers need much
more than strong detergent before they will
be able to wash away the evidence of lifeasa
Pal estinian child from the clothes of their off-

spring.

Demonstartion in Support of Palestinians

By Peter Ullrich
Germany

ing or liv-ing abroad for various lengths

I t's quite unusual for peo-ple either work .'

of time to become directly involved in| & =

the political resistance activitiestaking place

intheir host countries. Infact, asfar assome | |

of them are concerned, even taking part in
demonstrationsin their own countrieswould
be out of the question.

Recently in Ramallah, however, a group o

of internationals organized a demonstration

keep the Palestinians suppressed.
TheAmerican flag asasymbol of
Palestinian resistance? | don’t
think so. This approach clearly
shows some unawareness con-
cerning the conflict’s national di-
mension and the basic problems
associated with nationality itself,
! | not to mention the fact that Pales-
b | tinians are discriminated against
and oppressed on the basis of their
ethnical ascription. US support of
Israeli politics, for example, isde-
fined as an American national in-

and erected atent near ‘Al- Mugata' a, where
many of them planned to spend a few nights
to express their solidarity with Palestinians.
Why did they get involved? Because they have
seen for themselves how the Palestinians are
suffering from unemployment, from closures,
from shootings, from bomb attacks, and, with
the number of injured and martyred Palestin-
iansincreasing on adaily basis, they felt they
could no longer sit by and remain silent.

Of course, there is a huge difference be-
tween the situation of Palestinians and inter-
nationals in the occupied territories, one dif-
ference being that the latter arein possession
of passportsthat protect them rather than sin-
glethem out as potential targetsfor I sragli bul-
lets! One has to remember, however, that |s-

raeli shells do not discriminate between citi-
zens of one country and those of another and
that with this in mind, it would be unfair to
say that the foreigners working and living in
Palestine are not exposed to danger now and
then.

But et usreturn to the tent. It would seem
that those responsible for erecting it realized
that resistance should not be unique to the lo-
cal population and that therearewaysinwhich
they could play arolein drawing attention to
the plight of the Palestinian people. Unfortu-
nately, however, they appeared, judging by the
flags and slogans displayed at the tent, to be
somewhat unaware of the role that their own
governments are playing in helping Israel to

terest, theideabeing for the USto
maintain a high level of influence in the re-
gion, so wouldn’t it have been more appropri-
ateto removeall theflags, thereby passing the
message that resi stance against occupation, in-
equality and injustice should be universal and
that it should be considered the duty of every
individual, regardless of his or her govern-
ment’s policies?

Thefact is, the foreigners who erected the
tent were well intentioned and were right in
wanting to protest against the racist apartheid
system under which the Palestinians are liv-
ing. Nevertheless, let us hope that any future
attemptsto help the Palestiniansare more care-
fully thought out.

Christian Hinze,
17, is one of the 13-
member group that
visited PYALARA as
part of the Journalism Across Boundaries
project. Christian is German and studies at the
Max Steenbeck- Gymnasium. He isinterested
in pursuing an education in music, philosophy
and physics.

In order to learn a little about Christian's
personal views as well as those of his peersin
Germany, The Youth Times conducted the fol-
lowing interview.

How do you and your classmates feel about
the Palestinian people?

My classmates and | know very little con-
cerningwhat isreally going onin Palestine due
to the fact that the mediain my country tends
tobebiasinfavor of Isragl. Infact, itisthelack
of information concerning the | sraeli-Pal estin-
ian conflict that drove meto come hereand see
how things are for myself, although | should
perhaps add that the major newspapersin Ger-
many have started to change their attitude allit-
tle and to give more emphasis to the Palestin-
ian question. On the whole, however, the Pal-
estinians are still portrayed as extremists.

Do you personally believe the Palestinians
to be extremists?

Of course not. To be frank, the only thing
that has made me feel afraid during my visit
was the sight of Israeli soldiers carrying guns,
especialy in Jerusalem. The Palestinians have
shown me nothing but hospitality.

How would you describe the current situa-
tion of the Palestinian people?

The Palestinians are living under oppres-
sion and occupation and are being deprived of
many of their most basic human rights.

What haveyou enjoyed themost during your
visit here?

I think | would have to answer the atmos-
phere in Jerusalem and the Palestinian hospi-
tality and culture. The hospitality and warmth
of the Palestiniansis always felt, even when it
comes to those who are living under the pov-
erty line.

What will you tell your peerswhen you re-
turn to Germany?

I will tell them that the Palestinian people
should enjoy al the rights to which they are
entitled and that these rights must be recognized
immediately. | will also tell them that when they
travel to the Middle East, they should be sure
tovisit Palestineaswell aslsrael . Although both
sides have their fair share of fanatics, the ma-
jority of people here are intelligent and peace
loving, and this is something that | shall em-
phasize when describing my experiences here.
What has disturbed you the most during
your visit?

| have been extremely disturbed by the
presence of lIsraeli soldiers and their
machineguns wherever we go, whether we are
talking about mosques, churches or synagogues
or even restaurants. The other day | was sur-
rounded by six soldierswhiletrying to enjoy a
pizza in the Jewish Quarter of Jerusalem and
needlessto say, | found their presence very un-
settling.
What message do you have for Palestinian
youth?

I know that they are passing through a dif-
ficult time and that they are becoming increas-
ingly frustrated. Nevertheless, | would advise
them to be patient, to avoid violence and to re-
sort to peaceful means of resistance.
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