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The Battle against

T s chear that we hiave 1o Witk very liarnd po

(il o soluteon o (g prroabslem ol ||"|_““: in
the strects, whisch is an issue th demanids
a great el of attentiom and disg Ussion

I believe that the meian reason why this
fem hos spread is the fact thag e
ycation Lses an entre ihree et hs
which many  male finding (hem
selves with b else o dio, usgglly % el
their time standng around in public |

||||-|-|
SUITTe

dufinp
leenagers

_ Haces and
annoving @irls, Surelv, with i itkle b o el

ihiey could (e sesmwething baetier 1o di,
pead 8 BOOk or Bews s

LTS TS

help sround 1he
foSe, ©F JO0N i SUIImCE g o g ¢ lgh

jyene ey Lo do this, [rubslic Hhiration woatld
most cenamly decrease. Al ihe same time, pey-
fing i good habits during the vacation it
ingrease the chances of those concermed keep.
ing them up throughout the year

IF no clubs cxist in o certun area, then the
focal reenagers could et together and csiablish

Boredom

LRI O e owvm or heas1 find 5 mccting plagy
Wb i Hl.l,':-. wunLilch EEl fesp

gether on a repulag
With regands i those than .
e il cosg 3 Tortune to jon
e rship 1% finee Most towns and ¢ s hawe
a hibeary, and 1 am LTy
Woubil fimg

VY

I".l'\-\.ll-\.
do exist, this

and in some coases

that most younge men
Al Wour oF pwes spent an dhe libgary
snlenamning and much more productive
ihan wWastng thiir time on the simegis

(W TRIRLTITN
s

Remember the old proverb, *

MNecessiny is the
msiher of g

IWelaan” " Al ol s
Vil g ination shiould be ghi
nd entenaining things o do
wic e limute :

by usine o
o T i)

I woe can't, then

Iy shouldn't moke whers phe
ol our boredom

ViClire

Huneem Al-Ash
Dvar ALTIN Schaosl

Jerusalem

Young People 3
The Building Blocks of Palestine

ODUNG peopde are the cornerstone of o

civil socwty. They not only constifge

the magor Labar Lorce, butl also o bess
than 50 percent ol the entiee popalation. Ths
maans that Lhey prosicle g Basas of our sociery's
development, so 1 ask vou: Wiy are they being
peglecied !

Palestimian sociciy 1s snll sulierning Irosm the
effects of cocupation and s cvil consegucies
As i result, thene §5 o mecd 10 pay B imore atien
tion 1o the problems Lwmg our younger genera-
tiom, especaally the problom of excessive Iree
tme spent oocupied in fetle pursuts, wineh can
have temble CORSCOUenCes 1F mog ”']"i"‘-"-l i e
bd. I the more exticime youngsiors,
bored out of their minds and with oo sense of
sell-confidence or scll-esteem, mught even tum
0 drugs or aleohol. thereby condemming them
selvies to o life filled witly pusim ] sorrove. Even-
tually, they turm not only o themselves, bt also
i Lherr loved ones awmd on socwety as a whole, Is
that what we want 1o see happen o growing
mimbers of young people over the next few
years!

1w look for the reasons beling bad condugt
we usually find that young people o astray
when H'":?' Hind than they M liss ek Feee Lo
o their hands, which they e
better 1o v - 10 spoend

(S LLE

with nothag

b tanally s pproprae

Going

HO amwng ux Bas non Canled 1o motigy
e generil decline ot bz ol g
EOMaane maenabser of male eenaeors ok e
the st lew years™ Mlany wiahd

aprear o fiaye lisd
their way ammd

devemtedd Trosin the rght path, sdee by
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Manner.  Sociely, |
unloriumtely, |1_;.1~. |
displayed a1 1en

dency 100 comncen-
Iralée mre  on
Binlding i insting-
avs than on -
feching amd murtur
g those whis will
one day e Taced
wilth e daunting
Bask ol taking care

of them As

fesiill, we have witnessed thy CICTREnce ol Iwg
vy dhillberene gromps ol vemne  Palestomians
those who seck to play a mole in strengthening
SOty and on Ccilmating selforms, and ihose sl
seemoantent on making i collapse by looking for
i reluee e all the wroone Miies

Young people are ke Aowers that FoCfuine i
o of fove and sttenton It s up 1o the Palcstin
ian Authonty, e family, and the society a5 2
whiole - including caher young people
that they receive o, through wiilever means paos
sihle
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I domd ot very sad thal s maansy soung fw 1
wasling s o e Dest alinvs o thear iy [
i dlEangd i wich A fulihe pasline Have they m
thaoghi aboal have they s goniag Lo make a hivin

i vader foy muery, sellle doowm anad radse a Lann

A whicthed a lew e Ligee i nlxasl | leasun a

worth risking thesr reputabions amld hutuies

e nibecs sy o 1 ils th i I i
wasline e alays Iuegim Timiisd  Hlaii
il q| il
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Flirting Accu

AM an 18-year-old male from Ramallah Spealang as 3 now-

mdl, healivy teenager, 1 think i is rerleutly natural for me W

wanl fo flirt with girls whenever 1 have the chance 10 do so
Whe among us doesn't like girls! Fliring makes me happy, and |
dance with joy whenever an atractuve girl gives me a nice look o
il

Every aftemoon | go to the Rukab area in Ramallah where | meet
with other youths who ane also there 1o look a1 the gurls. | ami olien
atracted in the first instance by what o girl 1 wearng, and | don't
think it 18 fair for girls o blame gs fo kroking at them and making
LR comments if they st on wearing clothes that actually
lemgd i encoarage us'

For me, Miring is a way of releasing some of my emotonal
Becsds. and | have W sdmit, it occasionally pets me into troohle. |
sull remember one pamticular girl who became extremely upact
when 1 irted with her, and it really looked for 3 moment as if she
Wwas about 1o kil me. Even woday, my friends still remind me of the
incident. much o my greal cmbarassiment, bul even though 1 know
Thrung has the potential 1o get me into some senous trooble, 1 have
o plans whatseever (o stop, not when 1'm having so much fun’

ALEL MRanaaklab

Integration Not Segregation

the Answer to Flirtation!

am a 19-year-okl girl from Jerosalem

Although ihe
prublem of Mining is » very imporant issue, | o mo
really Ik 1o think about it all thar muoch, due © the fact

that | have had so many bad experiences. Whenever | walk in

the strect, | find that 1 have inadvenently put mysell in a posi-

bon el makes mee an easy target for the eves and mouths ol

the young men who spend all day standing on the pavements,

having nodhung better o do than Min with gicls 1 adei that |
sametinges fecl Nattered by what they say and the fact thar

SO young men find me altmotve, bul on the other ham),

sofie® af Iheir comiments make me very angry. Un several

occasions, | have been =0 apset that 1| have felt angry with
el for nol askang a fnend o acoompany me and, iF nec
cusary, help me oul of what i$ often 3 very uncomiomable it
uaton

Fliring doesn't only ke rlace in the sireet. Bul also cn e
phome and 1 mvsell have received maore than & few phone
calls from “secret adnurers”. Many young men spend thelr

e noging girls foan the central post office, which s one

of my least Bavomnie places W visil, dve o the large number ol

voung men hanging arcund the bollding. In fact, 1 have

staned b avoad @i g ho lhe post ollice

WENEIE woune e temk] o

or any uther place
visngregale - unless absolnlely e
CRRATY

The way | <og thangs, o il the Gandly than shoukd instill in
s cheldren o sense ol conmram decemney and & desine maol Tio

anmosy cdhern A larger number of ousdd schools could alsn

el B medu

Ihiring o the sireeis as whon bovs amnd girls
cam ool and develop a sense o respect Tor thaar e llow

sl i eeandless of thar ses, thene € far ess chanoe i

the P il teent the girls wath a lack of respoct ouside the

wilin

%1 0 Jerusalem

| Those of you whose contributions
have been selected for this page,
please call The Youth Times at 02-
6264883 or 6273293 to arrange to
receive Your prizes.



Flirting: Not Just A

By: Hamadi Hamamreh

il | no bonger prrasable [t
o walk Imomany
d cilies without
nber with bine 0
CAE WCR whi

“I"l‘fl
an atiractive girl
Paleslinian Wwns &n
punning the Tisk of an P
geveral of 1ho gErodps af
have taken 10 SLADDIRE asvund with nothing
n (hcir minds buy WrERg with girls. In
arder 4o shod more Light on ihis problem -
fior a prodlem i is acconding b the majority
of girls concernal | visited the Ruskab arca
in Ramallah, where meosd of Ramallah 3
Miming lakes place
Even as | ..jl-|,'-|m..1:.,~..1 thi [amous e
cream patior, | could soc a large group o
apedd bolweeh 1% anal M), wail-

appecar on the

YOURE T
ing [of Lhear BEXE wargel o
hanizon, s T remensber imnking
“They Hok just fike wolves, wanng 1
it ment mcal Lo appear” Gildenly, every
(ace turped: the Larget - in this casc 8 ey
young Wwoman in her early 20s looking
gheolulely sfunming n a {ashicnakle mina
ghart and dght-Gialng 1o - had arrived. As
she passed the young men, ihey showerel
bt wiith all kinds of complimesis bral whe
was nol impreisad. Un Uhe conirany. her Tace
reckdenad with anger a5 she low ered her gare
1o the groumd, and | wis ledt walh the dhistincl
ahe would ke w0 kill or 8
w menl i Wi g

s maysell,

imafHERn has
feau acrimasdy anjure i
im et Wiy

As the young Hedy in g
pearby shon, 1 asked 17 ahe woull il 1
ing & linde aboud whial 10 15 lrke thesd days o

gesiinn entered a

b a pretly young fem e in Bamallah | did
i, however, only &lc providing her with
evidence thal my desine to speak b ber was
wirk-relaled and pot basad on any wllcnor
maotive: 1 had no wish o add 1o the anger
and haimaliation she had o ncedd §ust &
few i mutes previously

How did the incident near Rukalb
make you feel?

| dion L ko whad Lo say. 1 live very close
i s area ansd have b uss s rollls ©Yery
sipgle day, so incwbents like the ani o jusd
wilneiand e poihing new | Feedl o s
Fusli] every mg ol I..J_ill| sCllA Lhal my cares
The
oy imvolved - one can Wardly refer (o them
&L MEHR -.nl-:'!'. don’1 give & thoughl o (157,
Tact ihat others are Torced o pay the price of
ihear stupind heliavios

wieh 1 Lo move away from e anca

Couldn'i vou ask your father or one of
your brothers o acoompany you'
Certabily mo! 1 iy Lamily knew Unis wis
happendng, M would resalt imoa hoge Tighi
hetween my Brothers and Usise responsible
I wnsuliing me. e oncs who are really
reaponaible [or puiting &n end oo sl
behiavior ane e peilice, Bt in spite of seing
whisl goes on. Uy Jdo shadluiely nothing

Wit the Police Have

fo Say about Flirting

Liewtenant Colonel Kamal Al-Sheikh,
wh is the Dvrecion Geeral of the Ramallah
governimaie podice force, talks (o Pl Yol
Tomgs aboul ihe vole of ihe palice Toree in
praiting an end 1o public Niming in Ramallab

Chne oo e major mobes of o policeina i
Lur i ihe personsl reodoms of te el

]H"’ o
e, ¥ ..-"‘"

LEI ]

case Of "anocent’ Fun

® Esiablishiing mon-on wiemie progirams anid

TS T, i'Ei '-l:]I-\.'Il. ol S 50S ool

spe il i 5f g Lipwe el beamm sore iselul
'|.,|I.||I"|
¢ Fanding fuor Alse prroblem o

v STTAERIL

grenipliyment i coeatig vmproved joh

af viouths

..|.||.-||,|'.r.|'r|.'- k
I ks, beleng eluls

& Esiablishing bl

ries il COMPRIET Conlers Wiene

LI|||'I||l. lnhra

worthp men would e A o il theis

i b o ose Bl amd CORSETY 1w Wiky

What achions could be taken by the

sinistry of Cacial Affairs to reduce the |
lewvel of firting’ |
Thie mimstiy fas 6 counseling skepart |
maent, amd 1 beleve fhiat by ACPunTIe !
should 1ake 11 upan el LFTRALTN |
aaainist many social diseascs by hokling |
meELngs, SCnaTs aid 0 [orth. W haven | i
cven tuched the s of Mhirhing yet, Pl

oy Because unthl pow, nobddy B drawn

Young men gathering around Rukab

he profects as long as thiey di mol posc A
{hreal (o any odher imdividual. As & person
wiily & considerable amount of responsihil-
iy, 1 belicve it is vy duty b maimain the
dignity and hanor of all Palestinian wimen,
put partbcularly thoss in Ramallah

wald poaml ol hiowever, thal as far &
el 4
this

1w
(urteng is camcermed, we have no Lhwd L
sngle official complunl reganding
wane. | canniod simply go up 1o a group of
woung men and el them thiey are wis
longer allowed to a0 ceriain Aneas
Were we o reccive an alficial cumpliail
ihe matier would be dialfcrent, and I can
asaune you thal we wonhl wasit Bt e 1R
Lakang i appeopnale sien

(e probbem we are facing is thal there
i o particular law or begislation thal iglls us
what 10 do in such a siuatson. Personally, |
feel il would be 3 good idca for the mn-
istries and NGOs 10 try 1o provide maore
clubs, public libracs amd Swimming posals;
perhaps, finding themselves with something
po ik, many
invodwed in pestering girls would stop.

Ll al s young mecn

The View of the Ministry
af Social Affuirs
e Youih Times was privileged fo con

duct e [ollowing inleracw with Dr. Diab
Axyush, the Undersecretiry of the Ministry

MNasri Maghull

ol Social AfTairs and 3 disnnguishisl Priofies-

s ol Socitlogy

Would you describe flirting as a social
phenomenon’

| mosl cemainly wouk
widespread social phenomenon,
the degree to which it prevails varics Ir
ane Country o anoihee amd Trom
unother, even in the Mid

1%

d. Im Tact, ol

Al 1gh

R1E
| ONg TCE N
wathin o couanly o
dle East. Obvicusty, frhing 15 fnsc previ-
coumrics  where  relatonships

kel 10

bedwecn males and fermalos ane me o
Thus, e Can 5ay Ll
thai it does o Saud Arabi It 15 worlh Tvol-

ing that this phenomenon exists o 4 lorge

il eiists mone in EEyM

seale maimly amongsl slclesaeis anad men

who are in their early tweniics, Thereion:, it
doesn’l cause &y major theeat Lo e s 1IELY

beecause it 15 A shigt-term phcnameniin

What measures can be taken to control
this phenomenon®

It can be controlled i many ways, SemE
of which fall im0 the Calegory of preven-
ton”, the oihers, imo the calegory of clre”
e thing is conain: before leoking Tor soky
ions. we must cancentrate on leoking al the
reasons bebimd (he prohlem .

Some of the measures that could be
tuken o reduce Mirting are as follows:

T'he follawing table gives the results of a survey conducied by The Youlh Times
figiigned fo examing the phemomenon of [lirting, the survey was condiecfed in hree
imarjor Palestinian cities; ferusalem, Ramalloh and Breibbehem Around 280 youths wire
imierviewed: 60 percond females and #0 peroeni mates. They represent ﬁf.r,frr.rrl! C MR
Homs and different age groups | between 1330 years ofd) : i

T Questons Percent 3
e af males Percerage of |
& of females
uh:rﬂ:!.#hu_mmw Siardeyed who answersd
" Tes Yes'
D girts weep retuming 1o 1he
arnad whade 1he Miring lakes T =i
_ pisce? - 35 8%
Lo imose wha il with sach
aiPesr usuaily #nd up A I
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. for one, aM S0 happy that the

pew academic year
staried because from my point of
view, there is nothing more beauti-
ful that hearing the sound of hirds

singing un:?' morning whilst watching
the waves of students pass by on their
| way to school.

School life is no different to other
carcers. It has its own duties and
hilities, exactly like any other
ob, and it can be extremely rewarding.

o wonder our parents look al us wit
hope and admiration, dreaming of the
day when we will play a major role in
serving the community and the coun-

iry.

Due to our status as the builders of
the future, it is important that we-and

sirecl. “-““'wﬂl'll'i that ¢hil-
dren tend to lmitate their pee
should s be careful to display only
tive vior in the presence of
m‘“l'l' children, we are bound to
rn a greal deal from the way we
bhehave.

our "-F'ﬂ"""l ) hility 1o advise and direct
ahould atways mak ik A
what we preach € sure (o praciice

We should always remember that
when we are sul on the strects, the way
in which we behave alTects others,
:n-mhﬂ R ey f md

whoe are walling for our
return, For thelr sakes, as well as our
own, we should do every thing possible
o ensure that we arvive home safely.
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Private Schools in East Jerusalem

and

e B

by Hania Bitar
& Toine Van TeelMelen
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Students and Counseling Centers

by Hamdi Hamamireh
& Hamia Hitar
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