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"...a need to light candles
Instead of sitting and
cursing the darkness. "
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A Miserable
Existence

I am a 14-year-old bay from
Jerusalem. Unlike my peers, |
am nol living a carefree Eife,
Although 1 go 10 school every
day like other studonts, 1 am
facing & very serlous problem
that | simply do not know how
o slve,

I have always felt (solated
from other children and hove
never had any real contact with
the neighborhood. Whenever |
leave my home, 1 bk io nobody,
My Cunorthodox®  behavior
encouraged some  youths 1o
make fun of me, and now they
insult me all the tme, calling me
bad mames and the suchlike, |
tried to talk o them bt with [1TH]
success. When their comments
became unbearable, [ spoke 1o
iy Tathier Glwoiit my problem,
He tried 1o put an end to their
irresponsilble behavior by walk-
ing o their parents, and |

On th

thought the matter had come i
an end. l..'nl’mlumltlp. 1 was
Wrong, because their bad behgy.
ot continues and | really frar
that it will never end.

All the doors are closed i
front of me, and | have no jdea
what to do. Mease help me.

LM
ferusalem

Cir. Khadie Muslih, who ler
tierex on psychology ar Bethichen
University, replied ax follows to
LM.'5 plea for help:

“Your prohlem could be relaned
i personally of o tose whi
e Lo insult smd make fun of yoy
There 15 no doubt tha e {uo-
lated childhood fias had & diregy
influence oy reducing your seli-
confidence. | would mivise 0 [0
ook deep inside yoursell and ury
10 pinpoint and overcome your
weak pomts, which could b the
reason why these boys insulj YAl
Meanwhile, you shauld nos give
them the sanisfaction of paying any
allention to their cruel and heart.
less comments

The Yourh Times also ndvises
¥ou o take - praciseal SEEps Lo
Hikrease your self-confidence. For
example, you oould fake up karnse
or aosimilar hobby W SLERes]
the! you confide in one of your
closes fends al school You
Could even invite him 1o your
home, when your ieighbors see
You walking with your friend, |

Am sure they will Sop lunung
yau, especially if they know (ha
¥our fmend wilj SUppn you gand
Mand up 1o them on yor hehalf
I you really do oot have any
Eriends, then ¥ou should think seri.
ously  aboigl ma King some, s
cvoryione, wathoud CACCIMInN,
negds Frends
W the  problem Eciy  worse,
Medse do not hesitare 1o come and
Soe s &0 st we can iry (o help
We wish you lock,

My teacher forces
me to wear Al-Hijab

I am u hardworking student
and am considered ane of the
best students in my sehoul, Ay
Problem  began  when an
extremely  religions  teacher
Joined the stailf sndd insisted thai
all students wear Al-Hijak, in
spite of the fact thai el of ws
are wnder 12 years of age. &y
family and | are good, conserva.
tive Moslems by anyone's reck.
oning, but [ think tha this
teacher has gone too far in
insisting that my Peers and |
wear Al-Hijab all the time,
Moreover, she punishes any girl
who disobeys her order 1o Wear
Al-Hijad by using the weapan of
Erades. The problem iy BT @
vated by the fact that if we -
Plain to the headmaster about
the  ilescher's atlilude, ke
inevitably takes her side amd
says that whai shi s doing is in

OUE bl interest,

1 don't know who | shaoubd
sddress concerning this malier,
especially now that the tescher,
wha is ubviously annayed by iy
presence in her class, has taken
Lo insalting me all the time, aften
by calling me bad names that
really hurl. The school that |
used to bove has turned into @
nightmare from which | want to
run away. What should | do”

5.5
Craza

Dear 8.5
We consslied Dy, Mustala
Abu-Swei, who lectureas  om

Islamic philosophy a1 Al vl
Eniverairy regurding your prob-
fem. Mis reply covers two ASPROCEN:
the position of Idamnc Law, ang
the position of the teacher and
hesdmaser

“As for the position of Tslamic
Law, the weaning ol Al-Hyjab has
w0 relation with age bul s con-
nected o Aty i was oplated
that the Prophet Mohammed saig
to Asmas’, the daughter o] he
companisn Abu Bakr,"0 Asmag’
when the girl reaches maturity,
then nothing should appear of her
body except for this and (his
Polniing o the palms of s hands
and his face. I becomes clear
therelore,  thai Al-Hyak s a
must’, just like prayer, and shoukd
e worn by any Moskem female
Whi wanis 1o follow God's orders

A o e position ol the head-
masier and the eacher, e 15 ao

e Couch

need for female stodents o wEar
Al-Hyjab gl ihe time. The school
employng anly female ieachers or
elae restricting the number of
hours thal make teschers work can
Wive the problem quite casily
Under no circumstances should
there be a confrontation betweoen
sudents and eachers. As for
leachers wsing  ihe weapin  of
grades 1o enforce their ideas, (his
5 lally  onsccepisble, and
aemnpis Whould be made 10 facili-
tale the development of muiual
understanding, in order to create g
Psuve stmosphere (or ihe adoca-
thonal process. Bearing this s
mind, | would sdvise ihe student
Lo spesk o ber tescher in g frank
and opet manner Lo avigd any far-
ther comfrontation

Funally, 1 would like 1o rermind
all these pegchers eaching aig-
dents aboul Iam that ALMggd i
only & tiny pan of 3 far o O
prehensive pacture. They should
therefone avord lesbing siudents 1o
belbeve that this is not the case ™

Fhe Youth Fimes sdvises ¥ou
10 et your parents 1o interfere. We
Pelieve that 3 Moslem woman
shoubld wear AL Hoab of her i
free will. IF your parents truly aup-
part you, ihen ey shisiskd iglk
e headmaster I the problem
Persisls, we sivise voig o write &
ketter 1 the Minustry of Education
Afler all. il we ane tuly PG 1o
lve in 3 democrute shase, we
whoukd pol allow anyane 1o put
rERRTnE on s

%ﬂmt Discount cards- From p. 1

and will hopelully begin issuing cards once i is
sare that 1o do g0 would be boh Minancially and
practically feasible. Foresecing the usual problems
associated with Ninance, The Youth Times it
With & number of parents, all of whom said tha
they would be willing w0 puy the couple of shekels
that the cards are likely 10 cost o he producid
themselves a5 their children are hound 1o benefit
from such a system
I seems, therefore, that there 1s o light an the
ead of the tunncl. Nevertheless, we shoukd con-
UBSe 10 stress to the relevani minisirics  that
the cost of implementing such g plan
Would be minimal, students and e providers of
ods and services and consequently society in
Eemerid stand 10 benein o great deal once the go-
W issue the cands is piven

j"|i*l.!fersiity'_'.’-':‘»tlEtlz.:r?.I
For one day |

Uth Times will organize a
8y University student day-
oL

-
] i
-

-

il u will get tha opportu- |
fience University life
B, ? day, at one of our
. Universities, ‘

Interested call TYT at:

€04883 - £273293-
051- 235132 |
1o enlist your name.

In order 0 discover how PECEplive yanos busi.
nesses and service providers would be o the wbes
of granting siwdents reductions, The Youth Times
conducted a small survey. | discovened first of all
that the YMCA in East Jerusalem already offers
reductions 1o students who wish 1o use its ¥
but only upon the production of formal documen-
Eiron from the applicant’s school Consequently,
any stadent wishing 10 join the YMCA ai the
feduced mte i summer when (he schiools e
Closed would find it ifficult if not impossible 1o
do so. 10l students were kssued wath cards, hivw.
ever, there would be no problem wihalsoever

Whalst several hamdressers and similar Busi
messes siid that they would be happy b provide
students with discounts mnging between seven
and 25 percent. many shopkeepers sand it they
coulld not agnee w offer discounts because of the
fct thiut they are already forced, by the overall
ECOnOomIc siuntion and the iendency of people 1o
Bargain, 1o sell iweir goods at very e paakin
Cne shopkeeper siad that because miost of his cus
lisners ane young people, were he o offer them a
disgount, he would seon (ind bimsell oul of bug
niess ok WO percenl of e ime, he woald be fonced
la sedile for @ mel bl of wily & few shekels on
cach uem sold

Although nothing 15 certum, The Yourh Times
FEFTS Qi thad common sense will prevail
nd that i will bave somedhing positive o 1ell s
readers conceming the cands in the January issue

Meanwhdle, we ask vou 1o helpy s woomake (hil
possible by lobbying the Mindstry of Education as

well o UM C membens

Equal in dignity and rights...From p.7

Hivw can WE Lot 8 disabled person 1o nak the rals incl trvbualationy of
ablaining a proper education of lmding a job

that 1 suited bo therr skills and knowhadge when they know that their far-
Wist ol a “normal existence” will be haleed 10 itk tracks by the selfisdy, wnfor-
giving mature of the people arcusd them? How aaud 1o think that wiheneas
other sogicties throughout the world B out of their way W provide special
Imcilities and programs for the hindicapped, heve in Palcstine many of us
bread them as nothing mone than a "labilins o "fasange’

A Common misconcepion amaongsa oar youth s the idea than physiical
disabqlity suggesis mental retandstion Nothing could be lurther from the
truth! In the West, an Everncreasing number of physically disabled people
e displaying & remarkable ability w0 compensate For thew  plywysical
defocts” by developing their mental sbilitics 10 alimosd unprecodentey lev-
el In doing wo, they prove, withou doubs, thai 1F the spin s willing, the
Hoss o the wse of a limb o Hrgan i by 0o means eoough to [event an imdi-
vidual from Pocoming not saly & productive meniber of wocely, bt s an
xample ol courage and determ nation tat we would Al do well nex folbomw

According 1o the Universal Declaration of Husnan Rights, Amicle 1, Al
hiaiman bengs are born frog aod egqual in digiity and nghis

They e emaborwad wiil reason and shiibd 0t towands ong anothe B &
sEnd of brotherbiood,™ These wonds were wiilien evacily SO e ago thy
WK, Al vEL I soema e b has pan ol te workd ey are hasely work
the pagser on which ihey e wWhilten inasmuch mm ke apirst of Brodherhoog
Uty el Lo is Clearly absemi

O thas, the anniversary of the Universal Diclaration of Human Righs,
W o UL sumselves an weell as the hamdic AP i siher -.jnmuuugm
LS N g aociely 1o delve deep inande irselves and ke 5 hang., hand
do thas, | iruly belseve Ut we would fimgd
sl W ARE apahie of [ more ¢ AE AT angd ool than oag k=Y LTS
rocond might imply . There is nothing meore Salesfyrmg im e woorkd vhan
helpang & Ielloaw human being

Pk At winal we imd Were o 1o

i BONE ax the molives Ton dariig w0 are, pure

ind honest. For thiose 6F a8 who would i L b pan Khis iheory o the Test,
ihere ane thowsamls of disak)ed Lk E sk U wihose Cres. Tor I'[I[l wall E-'I.'l-ih'
o P i wae Can ol b ok i f Iears alkd oo iencd i lislen



“areer Watch: «....

By Ata Manasra

TYT Reporter

HAT i you wanl i

¢ alter you limn.l.ﬂ

ST gducation’
What oo you w1 s i thi
funare & beaches, W docion, a
mechanis, & kol a-hrunlm:w':
g singer. 8 TY InEInCTT | S
ply write & single par agrafh of
a shon lotier Lelling un why you
v selectod such & canect il
o o expect n Benchil i
gt and sl B Lo o akliess
Fsch month wo w 1R s
ketper and armangc
o oweork im i pinleasion ol
flasher chivice Tod o daly

i W% WITVIET

Abeer Duhbour, & twelith
eradier At Al-Maimaumy ih
:"Z..'I'u-.'-l in-ferusalem cantaitod
Tha Youirh Fimes 1o ¢xpress D
dewire W0 parlbcipie il (1%
CHEeT Wl pEnram Abeer s
kieen 1o b @ journalis, so The
Yowiah Times amanged (or her 10
spendd B doy with Sk Cilvaaali
g fournalist & The Jemwnalem
Timed iswapaper. Al the end ol
ihe day, we conducied 1he (ol
I-;wm;-' inbervicw with Al

How was your day?

It woms el 1 was inbroadsced
by an entine range of enbircly
TEW CEpOTIchocs, wihich Wwhs
wery. exnciling. | am sure my
mepuksiiive nalure must have
really bothered Sad

How enthusiasiic are you
shout the idea of becoming
a journalist?

1 am full of entlisiasm and
determined 1o become o jour
ialist im dee fuure, Once | fin-
il high school, | mdend 1o
a4 place sl university il
FRAJOF £ JoiEIAlism

Aren’t you worried aboul
the fact that journalism has
A repulalion as a career full
of hardships?

That I8 one of e reasns 1o
my cholce. | aciually like i
e of enicning a chreer tha
roguines & lot af elfor, because
| Beligve thisl e fnalis of hard
work are always oviich swecicr
than thase reaped with ease |
also feel thal by becoming &
pourmalisl 1 owill be able 1o
change some of the negalive
coficepls thut are plagaing oo
MChCLy,

Don't you think that Jour-
nalism will be difficult for
you?

Yes and no, Jeurnalism (s
difficull for botly senes. How-
over, tnlent and § genulne love

ournalism

v
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Abeer Dahbour working at The Jenssaler Times

of the caros are enough 10
overcome the hardships and
dearpy the obstacles. Ay suc-
cess o joumalist enjoys will
motivate him of her 10 go fur
theer il cvercome futune prob-
lers

How do you think you
would be able to serve your
society as a journalist?

As  Palestimaans, live
under tyranny and injustice and
ince many hardships. Mevenhe-
less, eviery honest and genuins
person can play a posiive mole
in  benefiting  the  CoaTGn
good. The joummalil, for cuam-
ple, can play & major role in
defending s Country by -
mping cerain l..'lll-'".:l:F["'h. such
i Uk concep ol hapman II_!JII'I.'-
wmcluting the might to live in
freedom, As & journalist, |
ol alse help make the sod
awiare that we, the Palestinians,
are mol temonsts and that, in
reality, we do notl approve ol
lemurism; on e Colimary, we
AN a |:q:~|1|1|-.' SEAN I1||||; for m jaist
cace

wo

What messa g wou ld VOHU
like bo send bo our readers?

0 wonild Hke to kay that in my
particular case | am the one

wha selectod pournelism o be
my future carecr. My family
lias  ndncadly l.'.“'l.p-l:;'u.l,‘tt i sl
port for my Cholce 0f canoct |
would appeal, therefore, 1o the
parcits of all children o s
them entugh to grant them the
frecdom o decide wliat it 18
that they wanl i Jdo ilic
future

The Youth Times
also interviewed

Said Ghazali,
Abeer's mentor
- for the day.

How did you find Abeer?

What | notuced maost aboul
Abeer s that thi asks imany.
many questions and is full of
erhuwiasm. | Beliegve that with
wik and  persistence,
Abwer will escome & successiul
pournalise. 1 K of sy
pournalisis whiose Cancers ended
simigaly bocauss they lacked the
necesAary desene and beresi
Abeer i full of desire, which
ahicailel enable her 10 Become a
prmil ot ruad st

Reard

Would vou agree thai jour-
nalism is & career of hard-
ahii pal

[sszirar Mliaelermedty

I have Iscizn warking s o\
journalist for 18 ycars Qs
which 1 helicve qualiiies me in
sy That pourmalism s mot just
writing a repon or an arucle.
buat alen abiding by o cortin sel
of rules, Jowrnnlists GO wp
against many problems  and
|_;,|||.||;|...|_|..|,|nr|'-. and  will be
required to deal with some very
gensllive issues, such as social
and financial commuption, Jour-
nalism considered  “the
Fourth Authority”, anl journal-
515 e expecied 1o monitor the
gxecullve, (e legislative and
ihe judicial authorities. Unfor-
manately. it frequently happens,
particulany in the Arab Workd
that a conflict inleresis
pesulis in the journalist repre-
senting the govermmaent withou
being convinced of whal le 15
writing. In general, as long as
& paper enjoys [nancial inde-
pendence, this independence
will be rollecied in s aricles
In spite of all ihe pressurcs, |
haaves every Taidl thin assuming
Abcer muintains her current
level of enthsiasm, she will
become & good jourmalisi

1%

ol

Do you think that journal-
ism is a difficult carecr for
4 woman?

Mot st all. In fact, 1 would
_The following table shows the major universities that teach journalism
 Unjversity Telephone | Location | Degree
Birzeit | 02-2982008 Birzeit BA
An-Najah | 02-2379677 Nablus BA |
Bethlehem 02-2741241 Bethlehem | Diplom
Al- Azhar 07-2823180 Gaza mpi :
lslamic university [07-2823310 | Gaza — TpA

cay than femiale journalists have
-

(rcady peoved themiselves in
111°

Pzt [Tl Carcer el
R11404] |!.'|-|I|-'|'~ o by i)
gkills, Tha sS40 R LT TLEEREH]
15 WEry wediles wiiln kE Tesbne
RNEHINS

As a journalist havie vou

|.-n|.'|rl.l11|l-"|"""l any par licular
hardships or problems?

Y many, e, wiale |
Wik TIRNNRE i FEME a1 iil s il
donliscidicn = YRRl i

R 1F5 (] 1 kbt
that 1 wias ujy b mcihunng: Su
a1 wallggers P Ficn
viis DeCiusg 1Ry imid el
erx i Borged L LTINS
wllevornny LR lsnt Lk
|'--w-.'-:'-xl.|l|i-" muefy ol ihe Lanil
Forunptely, 1 weas 1 | cd il
pext day, bt Grly it I hail
b bl L0 anw i thcan Wi
[ was mcrely o jouriihist camy

ingz ol 1y o

What are the main prob-
lems that journalists face
nowadays?

The bigeest problom has (o
v with money
jrasrmialist dhoes nesl carm e g
working [or one paper o even
begin 1o cover his basic necds
This is why you find journalists
working for several papers,
which 15 very trng. | person
ally work for several publica-
thons, including the Daily Tele-
graph and Boston Globe. | am
also working For The Jenusalem
Times, ihe Enghih language
Palestininn weekly, As | stoted
earlier, as long as the newspa-
per s independent, it will give
mare room for the trath

a% the average

How can the paper be inde-
pendent 7

In indusirial countrnes
nalism is considercd o part ol
Take the Mercedes
company for example; it will
"ot & Cortain paper whens |
can  publish atts.  This
process wall Rive the néwsEpa-
per an income, which enables it
o be |1'n1l.'1lrr|-:1|._'|1l and reflec
II||1|._:;5-1'|1|_I-;'|'|I, the
Mard Warld, the situstion i
somewhal delferent, and maost
e Wi piipers
the povernment or o & CErtun
pany

JOMET

inchsiry

15

VLS [

are connecied 1o

Do you have something
special you would like to
say to Abaer?

I wish Abeer and all ouwer
potential journalisis the best of
fuck, i is vrue that this kind o
career 15 full of hardships, bul
BOAming is Illllh'\-x'-llll'-'




The Youth Times Team

Wish you all a Happy
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Student Discount Cards:

A New
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Strike to Improve Teachers’ Conditions

By At Manasra
YT Reporter
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