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Shamalia School, spends a lot of her fime
wiiting poctry and prose. In osder 1o shed

mwore bight on her interests, Yourh Times repores
Hamdi Hamamreh conducted the following i

Ierview
When didd vou first become interested in writ-

ing?
IBI\‘L five 1o an wrea where the magoey of poople
are older tham me and if is hand 1o find girks of my
age. Consequently, | used to find it extremsely difhi
cull b express my feelngs. One day, about three
years agn, | was warching the sumset when | sud-
denly felt like writing, and | have boen ambing ever

LIRS

‘What kind of tepic do you write shout?

Onginally, | wrote mainly pocms thal weie very
sadd, warhe of theim concendrating oa the emotinnad
peobhems of my peens; in some cases, | tned o pro-
vide theen with solutions in my poenss. After that |
st writing nabonalstic poctry and then miosved
onee again, this fime o eptimishe prie

S hada Quasim, an 1 11h grader at Al-Assir Al

I youn remsd your work fo anybody ?

Wien [ read what | wnie ioomy claieramies and my
famaly. mcluding miy (ather who i an Arahic (2aches
| Fimd ibsear foodback and comments very aseful. Eve
IYiOnE B VETY SUpprtive, wihich ik nce

Mave you considersd publishing sour writings?
[ anm cisrenily b he prooess of srmaging sl my
writings with a view o pablizhing them in booklei

{orm in the very near futare

What kinal of Books e vou like fo read?

Fempoy all kinds of books becagse | like 1o lzam
ahowl the ikimpgs around me, tBough my favombes
mre hosokos dealing wiih litersiure, maandy prems and
whont spories. | am lucky becsine my father iv able
ti bl e i nadntalning & ool sugply of feadsng
mistenal, i additeon to which | vesn severad puiblic
libranies whenever | get the chance

In peneral, wrilers seem (o bolate (hemselves

fromm the workl ot barge. Could the sanse thing e
sabd of you?

in th: coatrary, | am very wuable, whach 15 why
youi fknid me jomning different workshaps in neder 1o
hemelit from therm, feot Jeast of all by establishing new

mendihifs

What are your other hobbies?
[ emjay beeng choac to nature a5 well as listening to

v [ UL,

What is your ambition?
My najor amhition at the moment i 1o obtain good

results in the Tawjihi exam and (0 go on fo study HE-
eratmne at whiversity leved in ooder B mpaove my winl-
img skills and, bopefully, become a well-known wiier

WRITER IN FOCUS

Db voui have o Mnal word far our readers?

| encourage anyene whi is feeling isolaled to nuske
a redl eMor to wrengthen thear pereoma relationships,
particularky wath theer fnends. If they are unable w do
that, then they should follow my example and put ther
feclings down im writing: il really is, as far as | am
concemed, one of the besi ways of dealing with one’s

prohlenms

MA’AN DEVELOPMENT CENTER

By Hamdi Hamamrel

ATAN is a well known develop- L-Ihfll.. ﬂlh *ﬂ-l, estabdished Munssery of
ment center, but for thone of you NGO s and Mint

Im carrying out your sctivities

||

ry of Edu
met fumniliar with the certeramd 16 there any kind % :ﬂ:;fz:lmﬂ;“m

s activitics, The Youth Timew conducied  the gif
the following interview with Sami Khadir, T
MA"AN"s Direcior Chemeral S

what was the idea behind [t gt hiish-
menl? o -
MAAN Deyelogien: Genter i an e
dependent Palestisinn h'hg:'ﬁg#.q. eilak
Nabed an 1USD i rdes qpﬁm
yuulth snd employees '-'f:%h m

wiith raining. The sctual
MA AN emerged o danuley o4
we realued thml o v s
-l & D

avenier, capahlenl wr g sy
What are (he main ot it of e
The cenigs Concemratoy

) foag, -y i :
g G
e

ance Crithe o

- Cagiad iy |-u|ll'i:. Palca
3 Developing weommeniakills
b Bl develipment activities q’.‘-,

& Developimicmal research,

How do you evaluste the ry ! b :
tween MA AN and ather NGON?

There is o stromg relationip hm.
MAAN and other MO0 We aluo h:.lh':..'
Fol. miitually cooperative relatisnahgp with
ihie Mimistry of Apncudire, te Mdinistry o

£ b, chrasly, ;
petition bocause they compets wileg
When was the center establishiod and when igcomes io o y
lrmu‘hﬁ,-nmm =3 e
ks e mwiney ul.]_'llh-d m‘ 1 ™ N
© decreasimg. | think that povkth
i healthy becamse i1 besds 1

-P: |I|ll*ﬂl:.m I8 exiee i
il e !ﬁml‘mﬁlmm ¢ tha I
Hikni p.uh.!' Iﬂl wilh o] .'
=arstiy aof which "'Eilrh 1 irnplen
progranm < whicbane bacd g repect, cooge b

v ETainn #ﬁlﬂ' ’ im?"m ; . v e

vear 20

Mt:m :]’ #A'.‘U‘J carries out agound 1 240
g sessions anmually In doing
el om 13 full-lime em-
. Who are well expencnced
4. in the _sl_ﬂ'du'.'ucllrprnfn! s well
4 traimers and ke
| '_‘- W whi belp s, The
B e &ome cither (rom Pales.
T o ahroad
\ VI8 Rre your plans for the fu-

- Riemching apvas wehoicn'| 1o b

o]

TR iy Organ k)

-.‘i .II“E-HDFIII“'II-I ail
; wech

L1 5"

E Mo of (he yosith

Freales rh‘.-|'l|'ul.|-. iy the

SO and OFRANEC agricy)-

Huire.

&

I vous civw inepy thed im knowing mpre
about MA'AN Conjer el it arciivy

el pieane eul) 01 HRE T

Ry Yousef Al-Shayeb

Fie e e s rninils for TR P iy
i iy breaking inte the inkrown. ™ said Moha
med Melmr Al-Reesfhi, :
Whih thas calumn, The Yourddi Fianes socks :n'l-“_uh“
same of the creative aapects of certain Palestnan w
ers throogh presenting o dialopgue whise purpoie 5 iw
fold: one, 10 introdhice these wniers o our readers. »
twna, o R lp i wiriters develog their tolems by je
ing from their expenience. Dur dialogue this time is wi
the poet, Mobammnad Helm Al-Reesha

Al- Reesha, wha was born in Nablus in 1958, ¢
rently heads the Department of Stanviscs, Informat
and Research al the Mimstry of Finance Directomie
Income Tax and is o member of the Palestinian ‘Wi
Uinion. Al-Beesha hax participated in many local and
g.u.'uru'l conlerences and cultural festivals, He has i
duced a wial of mine collectnons of poems: the fing,
“Stallion and & Female” in 1982, and the Intest, "Bekhi
a Fugitive Shan” in 19049

Thie Fouedh Trimes conducted ihe ||||||_|l.'|.-|||gm1nr-.“
with Al-Recsha
Can you tell us how you started writing poetry?

I was wnting prose unil 1974, ihe year that wi
pessed my first attempis ol poetry. My initial stber
wiore a fulure, but | kept on tryimg, although stll with ng
swccess. [eventually thought 1o myself, that"s i, 1 will

Eivie up all atempds o wirile poetry. bechuse the worke
simply won't come when | need them, bl in spite of
this, I would alwayvs end up Erving ogmin ."'r"_'
Does there have to be a certain aimosphere for vou
s b ahle to wriie?

There are no specific nals for wiiting poctry. It is
breaking into the unknown. The inspirstson may come
b yow st might whilst you are sleeping, on your way to
wiork, or while you are siting with vour family. Thal is
why | always carry a small notebook in my pocket is
order 1o mecond the words of a poem that takes me by
surpnse. For me, the best time to adyust the thythm of
poetry s al night. I like 1o wiite using wed bus ink and
yellow lined paper facing my bookshelves, which av
bending like an anciem wwee
Why do you write?

Ivis a hard question o answer. | will surmmans
what 1 wrate in the inroduction 1o my Iast collectson of
poems; "l write because if s the only thing that allews
e b0 discuss thangs with others, It is ry bogic, the el
) oy Coufagpe aml the source of my guestions Whea |
staned writing poetry, it hit me with the compassion o
fs harshnessness, then it blamed me for transfoming
mysell into @ |1|.||:1|:||.' Tnguire, le AVINE ALy privacy and 15
dividualism asade. | believed that man has 1o I’I;hl'-"""l"
ERVErDNIment amd conguer i1 wo that e might leave a posk
tve effect that is more lasting than himseli™
Do vou have o message for voung Palestinians, o
pecially those with an interest in writing?

“Ihll'n I started 1o reged and chooae -.l|_l|.'1|l:'|..1'll by
about 1 fele that the woald wis finally sHpCTinilg iLs ke
tor me. The world of Wrling is a wisnderful one; W moves
Man from one sbea 1o another and reveals hiddeon s,
but it aleo teaches vy, for cxample, that you are Ivisg
In & world wrapped in falseness, My advice (0 Jog
Peuple. therefore, s that they yuestian everyihing
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member that he ik in need of live
and compassion. | kpow that this
problem s a complicated one, but
with patience sid determmmation yidia
can help save him Remember,
though, to take care of yourself and
your stslies amd i ihink VETY Care-

Tully about esch shep you intend fo
take

| Hate My
New School

Poam an {1tk grader from
Mebwom. | ared fo v @ vers e
img, o dfve kimd of gird, Inir whes my
wialers and I mowed 1o L Ta
Tehool, my haterd of the ag L TLIE |
chunged me complenedy

Agony ond sprlmess overahe e
my enhire clav, paeh armaden o suj-
fering from a problem thar b
Trmeel her fife amdor Al aamd w e il
inr Pive FETER {§ way alwaryy Fiald iaf oy
and happiness, [ s fow ©osoland
wad. | don 't rven bene e courape
g fosink af my Fesiert mili of arrtoes
Il'r'anlrlr P am o |||||-||.'.|i i gl
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Dear K.,
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Yoo were B s hiows] thas ERRE idexd
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where vour were waed o the sam
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sirrender yoursell 1w despair and
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|l am in Love
with a Girl Who
is Older Than
| Am

Fivm & 22 vrar-old pas froom
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Career Watch:...

By Hamdi Hamamreh

Teai by o want o dis

aftey youn Dimasdy o

education™ Whai do
yvoid wanid tin be in the Tuluie. &
wwacher, & dogter, & mechanic, 4
|:-|I.\,d_ 3 hidfdresaey. 4 Mrpcr. of &
T annoumcer’ Wrile a single
paragraph or a short ketter belling
i whal Career Ykl Wanl fo par
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Ul aetect a leitier anil arrange for
the wrrter b ek in his or her
¢l prafession fof & day

Jamils klviwais From Jersas-
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Ithough the youth sector 1s the largest in Palestine,

we find that very hitle aitention 1s h'.'lrl-g directed

to the problems Taced by young people, We ut The

rl'H-I'.I"I Timies believe that thas sector i1s the comerstone ol

society and that our young people should be fully truned

w face the challenges of hife and 1o cope with the recemt

developments that the world 15 witnessing, especially i

he eri ol |-__'|Ii1l1-.ill.-"-llll'il Chur first step towards achieving

MIE.'-"':"] 1% 1o [1ll|'=|L1'.' voung Palestimans with the MO

sary jools 1o enable them Lo discuss their problems, he i

with their fanulies. the pnncipals of their schools or local
afficials.

In order to achieve this goal, The Youth Times with the
cooperation of the Cermuan Fund for Palestinian NGOs “The
Friedrich Naumann Foundation” 18 organiaing a number of
waorkshops in different Palestinuan cities. The first tvwo work
shops were held in the Bethlehem area and in Jencho
= In additon o pnonuzing youth needs and problems
The Youth Times aums at helping voung people lobby o
aeir peeds and nghts through different means, especially
through the usage ol meda
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Planning For The Future

mew century has pust begum, and people are naturally eptimis-

¢, there being s moch talk shoul new beginmngs and devel

apments. With the advent of the new century , hopes have been
revived while dreams and plans have stanad oo Mounah,

A quack look st the previous cemtury cannot help but beave us with
feelimgs of admiratson, but. sleo, in somie cases, of astenishment: admi-
ration diae io the buge s hicvements i venous Nelds, snd asoniskmend
il ihe cruelty that im vanoss ways accompanied them. One canmot for-
pei, for exasnple. the Tacn that it was im the Last centiery that man fnally
uvwsded wpace and reached the moon, jusl s one cannod forget the im-
partamt theories that emerged, sich s the theones pertaining to possi -
bality amd relativiry. mof 10 nuentios the existentiilivm philosoply. Aluo
wimthy of pole are ihe s sl developments in the Tields of theater and
liseratary

Amongat oiher thengs, the last contury sitnessed the cIETEERor af
many gread individaals, all of whom hed o sremesdoss inflieice on
world events. people such a1 Gland,, sl fought impenadiom witboul
hasting & ainghe bulled, Charchill, whio led (he fight againat diciato
ship and Fasciem, the American president Wilson, who promied the
principle of self-determmation, and 5a'd Zaglul, who confronted ihe
British Empue and (hos crested the basis for the biberstson of Ejypt anad
irthey A sates

Fhowwrver, e we ek hack 3 the st cxmmury, o il igs “glory, we
alior rernember the wars and other calamitses that marmed i, leaving
Ellices of inmocent victima, many of whom were children In doing
his, it hecomes ull wa appaneni thal schentiflc schievements were me
mipulated amd minased in onder s serve warn Fiw prood of this, ose
dly has io semnember Hiroahima and Nagasaki, the Hobxaust, Sabes
s Nhati|la, the massacres (n Algena and Orune, the Chull W el i
comirn, ihe it i Kooy o ansd Ched harya

This brings ws bk our situadion in Palestine and the ijuseakinn, ikl
WP Dimcentrate on remembering the past o put 4l eur ellists intor pilan
mimy caselully for the Navare Mo one woskd g ihal our histony ws
Wt charactoriond by calamitien amd distrene it 1 el {icw i by oo
Ui sl il iplanmang b ibe fusury, is pil (e ARAWET Lur v (s
levna O the comtrary, only the Tutare will w4 Dhe Falfilinned of sun
dreaim, that dream bwing the rusing of the Palestimian fag over s
ienbepenadent aiale, with Perumslesn ma s capiial, ansl we praise all (he
iifgia. laken by oar beabes ehap v iLaae b realioe Ol ileam

Wt ol nan Wa Tk i o ahrsins i Buaiid wimil B b mnad Fridloss
Ing ol it patiemr amd deirmimmiinon 'We, e Pulestindais, s
partscularly the Pakestimiain youth i s the banay of the futars
shenalid adopt & Flomn puomaiony FrplEiiEing ihe oeapomaibsiling Tepne by
Wiy ki vichaad in regead io has coumisy Bis | sl imh s peopde Loy (s
i waien bimember phan #lilTereng s in e i & heabiby thing. tat ihas

ol ihin Elapr in oasl hsdingy, woe gl mibinpd om, umitodl eland (s oken i
B Al ooy @nad Laind amal i Dive i ity o amar Bt
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Wadi Fukeen High schoal

oz shiall ki them by
theear fruats™ is o Tamidl
iar proverh in Palesnn
ian culivre. In miy small village,
there are two large fig trees of
almiost equal siee slanding nexf
1oy each other. ln winier ey
look the same, but when sunm-
MEer COimics, '.:Ilug:rx dh‘lrnl_'u
know which tree 1o approach in
order to Ffind fruil. 5o 0 is with
teachers: our reward 18 handly
ever immediste and we must
wail patiently to see results, bul
when, from ime o hme, they
appear, nothing s sweeler
For us Palestinians, educa-
inon is praciically our st hope
We have been disappointed so
many times that all we can do
% hllilf o betler Ihlnp. {iF €Wl
chaldiren in the next millenmium
Heng a teacher 18 my Own pe
sl investiment im teeir future
I realize I am only one man, bui
I believe with all my hean that
il 1% better 1o light one candle
than o curse Uhe darkness. As g
leacher, | have a unigue oppor
NRIARY Rk Paias dafy 1w L et gchi-
cratiog the Iu;1||,|_g.,' il il sl
el present and (o hae i -.h.p[q-
Nives. Amongst olher things. 1
mrrmnge Neld trps for and miee

imes with inlem bl visibars

Why | am a

Manasra sired e ||u| -r.u.ullrﬂll

hoping 1o broaden my students
haorizons. In this respect, The
Yaouerhy Fionex n.r1.lr-:r1'-:'!]. (IO
fant am if provides theim with an
|:|pp-|1:1|||||1:l. B} |,1'-||I_r|||'1|.|lr e as
ahout human nghts, thee enyiron
ment, eic; | inily beheve 1l s
thewr window 1o the world.
Wihale w alchung my sfudents,
| lave leamed thai [l th is the
best evidence of life, amd o | oo
miist develop along wilh theim
Liver ihe past seven years, | have
iried io improve mysell as a
teacher as well as improve the
teaching environment around
me. | have .||._|,|||1r._'d mew skalls
thrmough learmimg Hebrew and
compulel programming anid
through workang with children

wilh special needs in suimimer

Letter To The Editor ...

have readd your article en
itled “The Caim Ameri
can College. A Lesson i
Learming to Respect the
Uhher,” which was published
i Dwaaee Yool Fhe

ifil have TR Tt 1hai |
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il e s & 1

peopie ke ws

il o i
with o hear and o brain. bui |
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il deal and week the o
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Asean
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Ll e dy, * The borders ol
Iiael, from ibe | g i i
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Dans and Mislims m Nazareth
during the recent incident ifi
which Muslims began v
dructiom ol a me ILUE near a
church? Muslims and Chris
Banis lived sbile by '-:Il-'lll'_'h'.ln. ¢
amil wew ety Ton homdeeds 1
WA, &0 wihiy e chapaie now !
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Teacher

camps. Moreover, because the
arrival of the vear 20000 will ™
have a great eifect on the peo
ple of Bethlehem, | did ,1.,1,_“‘
year post graduate ceriiflicate
course in order (o become a b
censed four gude. In facr, my
siudents are now benefiting
from my studies related o ar
chacology, history, geography
The Bable, Judmsm, Chnstian
iy and Islam

When [ was a small bay, 1
Wik ~|'.|.'|l|‘|-.'r-.! lioek i e e
my family’s sheep. Today, as a
wecondnry school teacher in ow
village school of Wadi Fukeen
Lam still & shephend, helping (o
guihe mar youll inio the world=

ol the new muillemum
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