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A No- Man’s land in Ramallah
“Cafe Privacy”

MarianneAlbina
TYT Reporter

tive societies, it is always the

women who suffer themost. Men
have always, for example, been
granted the right to enjoy their free-
dom while women have remained
chained to the bonds imposed by so-
ciety. With this thought in mind, and
accompanied by two friends, | ap-
proached the Cafe Privacy, a coffee
shop in Ramallah that is restricted to
women.

All of us know that no self-re-
specting woman would dare to enter
any one of the thousands of regular
male-only coffee shops throughout
Palestine - even without a sign out-
side forbidding entrance to women -
the reason being that such placeshave
long been acknowledged as the do-
main of men only. They are known
as placeswhere men can enjoy them-
selves sipping coffee or smoking a
water pipewhilst joining their friends
in a game of cards or backgammon
and, in some cases, engaging in some
idlegossip or even conducting abusi-
ness deal or two. One cannot forget,
of course, that at various stages, cof-
fee shops also served as centers of
political activity and revolutionary
planning.

“No one ever asked why coffee
shops were restricted to men, so why
all thefussabout thefact that thisone
is restricted to women?’ asked the
manageress of Cafe Privacy, Salwa.
Apparently, many people, mostly
men, have been trying hard to learn
what happensinside the coffee shop,
even though, apart from the sex of its
clientele, it differs little from any of
the coffee shops scattered around
Ramallah.

CafePrivacy, although similar to
other coffee shops, is aso in severa
ways unique. For example, thetables
are arranged in two rows, and on
every table, onefindsavase of artifi-
cial flowers, whilst above each table
is an attractive picture. In addition,
customersare served ful and turmous
(ahealthy snack) with everything they
order, if not by the congenial Salwa

I t seems unjust that in conserva-

Phofo: Ayed Salem

then by her equally congenial mother
who welcomes every customer with
such a friendly smile that one truly
feels as if one is visiting her in her
home.

Through talking to the customers
present at the time of our visit, | dis-
covered there are several reasons why
Cafe Privacy has become so popular.
Some customers, for example, said that
they go there because their parents do
not allow them to go to the few mixed
coffee shops or certain restaurants.
Others, meanwhile, said that although
they do occasionally go to mixed
places, they feel far more comfortable
at Cafe Privacy, especialy asthe pleas-
ant atmosphere allows them to spend
quality time with their girlfriends and
even, should they feel likeit, to share
ajoke or two and laugh out loud with-
out worrying that by doing so they will
spoail their reputation.

There are, of course, many other
reasons why women visit the cafe.
Some women, for example, like to go
there becauseit’sthe only public place
they know wherethey can sit unveiled,
while others, it seems, favor the estab-
lishment because it allows them to
spend time with their friends without
wasting precious time in the kitchen
preparing drinks and snacks like they
would be forced to do at home. Most
of thereasons, however, reflect thefact
that women, in order to feel truly com-
fortable and unthreatened by men, have
no choice but to frequent placeswhere
no men are present.

Although | agreethat Cafe Privacy
is a good idea as it provides women
who would otherwise have nowhereto
go with a place to enjoy themselves, |
am alittle worried that, were more fe-
male only coffee shops to open, soci-
ety in general and women in particular
could come to the conclusion that for
women to visit any other kind of es-
tablishment would be as unnecessary
asit wasundesirable. Having said that,
aslong aswomen continueto fight for
the rights to which they are entitled, |
can see no reason why more and more
women should not pay the coffee shop
a visit, especialy when so many of
them currently spend far too muchtime
within the confines of the home.
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Marilena Viviani: Palestinian children just like other children in the world except they have no rights

Interviewed by: TYT Reporters

Saleem Habash, Nisreen and
Nadine Abu-Ata

ust prior to her depar-
Jure from country, TYT
met with Marilena
Viviani, UNICEF Special
Representative to hear about
her experiences, both in the

past and here in Palestine.

Please introduce your self.

My name is Marilena
Viviani, | am Italian, and |
am currently working with
the United Nation’s Children
Fund. My motto has always
been ‘to help make theworld
a better place’, which have
tried to do by studying and
learning and working for
peace.

| witnessed the effects of
warson television but it was
what | heard from my par-
ents, both of whom lived
through World War 11, that
really frightened me and
made me determined that
when | grew up, | would do
everything | could to help
others, especially the poor of
the world, children in par-
ticular.

How did you become part
of UNICEF?

| was very fortunate in
winning acompetition whilst
till fairly young that resulted
inmy being givenajob at the
United Nations. | started in
1987, working for UNESCO
in Jordan, then moved to
Gaza in 1990 and to Africa
in1991. | came hereto work
with UNICEF in 1995.
Working with children, | re-
ally feel that | am fulfilling
my dream of helping to en-
surethat everybody hasequal
rightsand opportunities, and
consequently, helping to
make the world a better
place.

Obviously, my work in-
volves a great deal of
traveling. When | was
younger, | traveled all over
Europe and to some Middle
Eastern and African coun-
tries. This allowed me to
meet many new and interest-
ing people and to learn sev-
eral languagesincluding Ital-
ian, French, English, Arabic
and Spanish and the African
language Kurcheli. My
young daughter, | should

mention, already speaksthree
languages and | am hoping
that this will help her in de-
veloping what | refer to as a
‘friendly’ spirit.

Please give a brief descrip-
tion of the time you have
spent here in Jerusalem
working for UNICEF.

First, | would like to say
that | am extremely proud of
the fact that UNICEF is
known in Palestine and recog-
nized by most people asapart-
ner to the Palestinian people
in building the Palestinian
state. My most sincere wish,
of course, isthat we are able,
in some way, to help supply
you with the things to which
you areentitled and to replace
al that you have lost, though
| have to confess, right now,
with the peace process on the
brink of collapse, | am very
concerned regarding the fu-
tureof Palestinian children. To
leave at this particular stage
will be extremely hard.

Obviously, | have been
herelong enough to know that
Palestinian children are more
aware and mature than many
of their peers in other coun-
tries, and this gives me a lot
of hope regarding the future.

What image do you have of
the Palestinian child?
Twoyearsago, | wenttoa
UNICEF forum in Florence,
Italy, where | met threeyoung
Palestinians, all of whom had
faced terribledifficultiesinar-
riving in Italy. Speaking in
front of alarge crowd, includ-
ing many Italian students, they

said, “We are children, just
likeother children al over the
world”. What they said was
very effective. Indeed, Pales-
tinian children are children
like al the other children of
theworld, and yet, they have
no rights. The fact that they
are often more mature than
other children only adds to
their pain inasmuch as they
areall too aware of what they
are missing.

What are your future
plans?

| am leaving in two
weeks to work at the head-
guartersin New York, where
I will bein charge of raising
funds for a new project.
Thingswill be very different
there, of course, but working
there will certainly provide
me with a new learning ex-
perience.

What is your message to
Palestinian youth?

My message is that they
should help each other in
building their future the way
they want. Politics is for
adults, and athough itisim-
possiblefor Palegtinian youth
to remain totally detached
fromwhat isgoing on around
them, they should do their
best to avoid centering their
livesaround politicsand con-
centrate instead on bettering
their lives to the best of their
ability. | know itiseasier said
than done, but to live one's
life the way one wantsis ex-

tremely important and well [

worth the effort.
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Thisisareadly fun site! Aswell as al-
lowing you to listen to various Arabic
songs, it also alowsyouto view thelyr-
ics and download video clips. In addi-
tion, it offersyou the chanceto listen to
poetry and see clips from famous com-
edy scenes that you have aready seen
onTV.
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www.national geographic.com

From your own

desktop at home, I

you can explorethe

world just by typing in the above address!
The photographs and features displayed
on the site are a piece of art, which is
just one of the reasons why we highly
recommend it. If you need any informa-
tion concerning a destination for your
travels, then this site is just what you
need.
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http://www.ArabOasis.com

n
Arab@asis
This site offers a wide range of infor-
mation relating to various topics. You
can keep up with the latest daily, weekly,
and monthly news around the world as
well as check out Arabic radio and TV
stations. If you are interested in music,
thissite offersyou news concerning vari-
ousArab starsand many music linksthat
include the personal websites of Arabic

singers.

S s i 8 s S sl 9o

&8 geu g ySule

@Ei,b Jud MB2 + Gk aasdit Slae

Akl I 3,08 JudsAttachments +
:HSJ;.Z.II H}A . 3:\.‘13MN| sUady

Hotmail.passport.com/cgi-bin/

ligin.http://Ic5.law5

About.com R

85,80 Jais MB3 + 2t aaadl + Jilae

aa+ il pll 5 als JussAttachments +

4s pill g}a B

http://about.com

EXcite a1

@l b i MB3 + it aaall + Slas

as pill adge .. Attachments

http://www.excite.com

MailCity usys :a

Cl3,L Jads MB5 + =y ﬁaa.llﬁgel;a

o+ bl 5 als JusaAttachments +

syl @5.4 . a:nfilk.dyl sladd a0

http://corum.lycos.com

Magically iy :

@l8s k) i MBS + it aaall+ Jlas

@S pill a8 g . Attachments

http://www.magical dosk.com

yahoous s 35

Tan ggutio 138 Lo

GBSt Juds MBS + Lk analit Jlase

o+ Jhilea plf 5,508 JudsAttachments +
48 yill a8 ge .. AuSMayl £ladY

http://mail.yahoo.com

1an sggtio sl 130 L

B30 Jads MBS + Ll aaadl + Jilae

Akl I 3,08 JudsAttachments +
48yl a8 gs .. AuSMaYl £UadY

http://www.netaddress.com

Palnet-Mail w0 ko

O3 ,b Jads MB5 +rut P}J|+@L;4

35 il p350 .. Attachments

http://www.pal net.mail.com

Netscape w s s

9o s L

@l@s b i MBS + 7 lt) aaadl + Sl

dribeu il 5,318 Juds Attachments +
A4S puiil) a8 ge .. AuiOaY £UadY

http://home.netscape.com/webmail/

index-f.html

PopMail w23

@l b B MBS + bl aaall + Jlas

@S pill adge .. Attachments

http://www.popmail.com

paldll aasdl ‘.,.i i

homa & support I, download i avents §§ users & marhaba

Yool ylil /bl gl &gl

9 ASTR) ol 92 Lo
Al ) Al

ARSI syl (e Eaaiig aasll 138 S
S Y Sy (gAY sl e JSUI
s Las Lulas U pau i jsii
Losd (e 5)las 9 (g YY) syl
s Jlai¥ g Juo! 3l 0083 dudg Ssl
Of g o, A0 g olSadd)  couddiwe
O 938 paddicue JSI () osa
S 9SO gae (19 o
29 st #1521 da )l (50 o) gandl (g
padicut) acl gi acdll
@ =i deds
Domain Name ¢as gl acaf
COM Yo (yo gaull ancal dalgas o TDL
net
S IASHT wayall £1930 o Lo
(gAY P9 RSl tl?&i A ua gl
Web Mall Jso wsg Y g
e desdindg pandl Skl wyull 945
OlSs (5T (o g eiuaio 5T JUA (o cud yisY!
Sl 52 g 9ll 13a (e JUsg alladl (3
HOTMAILY
Forwarding 41 s s :Lsls
Oro s yall Alll Juo g3 (53 s jull 929
by Jus i S JAT o g (I O 930
Lglea b a1 1308 980 85 5333 0 3
<AV el sl )
w3 b gls 13] g gl 1agd A e JUie
ad . dule el 1 asanlls FOrwarding
s oo g3 fOrwarding i wa s s 58
ol (i (T el AT auys I Jilell
Ol g Sy Y By Ay el Yo g3
283yl il 2 ball 0389 (La¥l dlisys
O aayn Y ©as 13 Lgaladliog elias disf
.‘?_lm‘}fl oy ul‘g.tsuaauigl 5.9')’-!
POP 3 1w » Ll
i sl g WD ) s pul dsledio a3 949
ol pluddicd) cea gy Al add dae
Jie dd usliws

Pegasussi Eudora si MS Outlook
Jusiiat g JleayY ol yalf ells oluels p o83 a3
s ) Sl lf
Web Mail Jas g 153 ole Lsal (o
HotBot u i
0@5‘).[|J..|§fMB4+cm| paadl + Slae
o+ Al il 3,518 JusaAttachments +
A8 glie das]g Asidley) sl moaas
T PY G PN ETRC W SUPET RN BN
http://members.hotbot.lycos.com
Hotmail w0

‘:ama

£985 dadiall SlS il O qranus 138
dodalls pand Fa ol oY ot b 53
0 il Gpaidl) U8 (e 33421 )
i 089 doseasioat| JSLEL) (Aas Jai
peo Ola¥l paas o8 ol oY) 038 i e
g olas (S 3yl 2yl

¢ | SDN allsis s gunits Lo

Integrated ServicesDigital i ISDN
p535 &aad,; A e 5 lue Network
G0 Yo By A5aa 6 UL s
ST saad (Sas g 9 ((ANal 0g) I Ll
(3055 LaS w&ilgll Il afuidieu! 334y (yo
s JLai¥ (sud yuST de you AAlll 03
Ll Y

aaga Y Y s (Sl g ans oS 132
oS0 (] Eaaa ¢ oY1 138 aal dud ga (] 93
Saalas ole G Sia 355 ol sl 0o
(g1 98 aand Al (i) dalgall 3 La)
g 1) BLOYL 138 ety a3
EERECNEFHE IR PEINER

eI Ly La

Set) JI (I Jgall pus S8 (po dif JUis
sk .. (Up

(PRI (40 (e pail) pudd oo 132
oS JShio (g o3 ag Y (i gaaas)
e paall Loi el (90 jlgad) dava s
Ao A A uals

OSas Lisao yol gl dad ) Gaaall uSGs

Fgas jla 61 ) DA (e Jsaall
138 8 .. s dealSs T ypdudin LS 9d i

Jwasdl (Windows 95) of Juis @

o dolaill b (Windows98) e &
oo (530 Lo paacalll gl yi ydaa
SpIs i

Gl g1 Gl (cle S 138 By
cils 1gaf éua (Windows 98) (e
S JSLdl (g yuislh e (5535
= Of Lag (Windows Core)
/G L gt
Gibola Leluad das 13g8 (Jakaiiil)
oo Juadi (Windows 95 ) i
Jabl 13a 3 (Windows 98)
o1 9 (a2 (paud 33 il
Gaalls Lola Ll g) el a3y
Y. OLEY Sa gl cdlatly
Agia Tats g ol 138 (0 tass
§ g

Palnet g Jlus

bkl

WE.. Look for the FUTURE

Jf,_ﬂ*"
1Y

II'II'ET['IE} service pr-::-.rldcr

Boin OFfice; (03] J40-3434 Fax

” ¢

(XY 240-3430 email-info@palnel com

palnet

*

& 0oLl dadeall 632 yaal

This page was produced in cooperation with Palnet

i ['i % pa I n E t Main Office Tel: 02-2403434, Fax: 02-2403430 POB 2030 Ramallah, POB 21632 Jerusalem, e-mail: info@pal net.com, http://www.pal net.com

http://www.palnet.com e-mail: info@palNet.com : &g AsI¥) wayall ualll YATKY Cugpo dlll aly Yo¥'e G + Y-YE0FEF (S + Y-YETEYE (5805 cousd Il AL




"

dolyygdouo

Yool gl /bbb gl gl

Asallall gl b dualll ,Liiif ko 5 50 Jo¥

(Veotlaud) yigunasll dunl mu.oda.\eégﬂ‘ -sdacalh i

o -
w "1.?1.,_I|_'|'I. E
i R

ﬂ'_'ll'l_'-.l AT :--h::_ is AL i R

Palestine

L Husni

A Sandouka
A Mughrabi
5 Luffiyeh

£ Jundivah

F Lafi

E Fahad
M Swergul

I

Kurd

J Moanasrah
M Al-Jaish

9L gl o ¥ (oS g3 gl
(=Y als e lgtl g o s
ol sgansg

gl dsalll oA jaas s3Iy
Pl 3,8 (i g Labal p35ls
oSy A8 £0 ual gl Lo gukills
asaad Lo saiad Lia d8.800)
Ao pla O (e s a3
91 &1 91 (i8S (e A88a to )
Laslaicl (Sasg (3aL6a oilad
Loall) ()i Las .. Aud8s 280
(Hwill (o8 6yl i 93 aaias
cidgll Glaial g clall g Y1 g
Nyl Sl pud g pSladl Jos
LS| syl g 8yl ol dll g
00 ST il macas Y 43 ()
Bl gl 31,1k 8 o po &S
Y agat eI i e T gls
J3a . Uil Gyl o ol ek
5 (L) b oluial g
Jobs Jla (S s i ol s
A glall (o pasis 590 (o8 (S

e O Y L jlding
alagatl e pelis ¥ Subaaldll
(el ) Lgd Las p3le ¥l dads
a5l g pan¥l o gl (833 s
Gplacsld oaadia ) 8Ll (8

Uileaaial o3y 53381 38
sl obaddl Sgdus (s 1S
A0 el s 58 GLacdill s ) e
palll 38 Bl (po (STl 18 daall
A 3529 O Y] ¢ Figasas) o
Ll ol (e Arads Salaculdl)
5,381 43 gasas bl alai &9kl
Budal o8 madt lad widgh g
325 BA ST e ol 598
Sle
bl sl caalll £ )31 Y5y
Yo pladybs i dass
Guye e e 558l wie Loz
91 LY g1 Sl yalls pulll 55 o8
st Lala Ho¥) (59 o3 .. Ladyd
Gl le olbs g (38
LT (0 pd,ll (lad ol i gasasl]
alas 08 Lgai Y Al ¥ ool
oY Lokl I ;K39 ) ¥l g Sanill
- sialaealdl) GATIal ) glf Gaiail
Al e A i )l
eI (50 T e ¢ itacatl
Aatlast) Lo fgliaa il
Ao ) gl (5 A g
(o8 Caalil il g audlf 5 1515 ,a3Y)
pladl dsadiledl duda Y0 AsLat)
GH o gyl pgiag (oo
dmdmdd tLé..\_Il sy “_:_.\"'“';

] et

f

Basan il e L) iy il
L g saen Alls 3,8
AR AL enl aladl 138
s ol 3,51 Slacaldl] s gl
S P A PP
el 3, ) BB Gl
e Jg¥ LA Sudacaldl)
558 (i dalll o3a 3 ikl g
oy gLl Ca (o (32
aaial oo yh deul ya 9o gl ad g
A3 (589 dalgs adiian e
V14 43t o pds dacaddll
IV W PV INT
e 8)les 55 oY ) g lia
o Loy (38 o8 dualll 534
Aladl paan () (453 (1. 4SS
(S Sy Lualll 538 U 0
paddl 5,5 (ulacald 338 9929
Slaie cels ol alallia
¥ (e} o pilacaldl] 3 guaasl
sl conLl s | 5405 g Lases
9439 gl 34 ad (pdacald
558 sl sasaall 553410 s3a
Olali wais e duiadacaldl) audl)
dady g Lol HARARS (a8 (53 gasasl]
il AT Gyl
;M@L«i-so.a_,&s dae aae el g
Lable g Us gty Lo Zaal

Eﬂ]ﬂ.l.- I'; :-l-ull:-.- A

T

£ASPOR

—

gl Lol
S daal>

e pladl Guad g (ole aas
850 iataculdl) oLyl Solaieal
SLa3Y) o ALaLSI 4y guae
STy s aulll 5 <) gl
8 V48N ale S allall uis Al glas
< (E.A Sport) as yi caold (et 3
88 ol Liad molip dialio
sl 1 ol (i gusasl Lo ail)
ple saadl Lajls) (o8 (paculd
Aeabey 3OS 330 3y ¥ (Yoo
i s 85 ) sl 03
A144¢ ale i

Aaalll o8 palll 35 duad (Y g
Ladit a4 sl Cao ya sy Jisy
Lasd joladiag waan JS paadli le
Ladlyy oladi g daalll oigs laty
Slael Slas colia a8y 55
P ALl o4 ol el
Slelian] Con allall 8, Liss)
Lass Lo geands (lgrinadl g | i Bas
81 g0y (el ls o 3l
oty Ay (e Tgle gl iy
09y il g 42 o) Jorolds
8 gl

dall jlacs) Js 6 431 Badlg

Looking for an Apartment??
Buy aflat in oneof the most beautiful locations
in Ramallah, Beit Haninaand Kufr Agab
For moreinformation call

02-6562662
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052-814924
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Nadine Abu-Ata
Rosary Sisters School
Jerusalem

hroughout our lives,
we learn things that
help us develop our

character and understand the
world around us. | would
say, however, that the most
critical stage we pass
through is the one when we
arebetween 13 and 19 years
of age, as it is then, more
than at any other time, that
we go through many physi-
cal and sociological changes
and it is then that we con-
sciously start working on
building our personalities.
Thus, itiscrucial that at this
stage of our lives, we en-
joy the support of others,
whether we are talking
about within the home or
at school, and this is why
the subject of my article
relates to the support one
receives at school, specifi-
cally, from the social
worker.

When looking at differ-
ent countries, one soon real-
izes that although cultures

and the weather, etc., change,
the basic needs of the people
living there remain the same.
They need to eat, drink, and
sleep, of course, but morethan
that, they need to be able to
talk about the things that
bother them. Yes, all of us, at
one time or another, get de-
pressed, and itiswhenweare
depressed that we most need
to consult someonefor advice.
Itisfor thisreasonthat therole
of the school social worker is
SO important.

Recently, a social worker
wasbrought tomy school. The
first few days passed peace-
fully, with students peering

Ly ials (e

Yes ... Counseling is a must!

Photo: Hamdi Hamamreh

into her office as if it were
some strange exotic island.
Nobody dared to step inside
or even to tak to her, and it
was not until afew days after
her arrival that one or two stu-
dents actually dared to make
an appointment to see her. Un-
fortunately, a few students
who saw them entering her of -
fice jeered and laughed, but
they met with her nonetheless,
and not long afterwards, most
of the students began to accept
not only the social worker’'s
presence, but also theideathat
wanting to benefit from her
experiencedid not make them
weirdoes or psychopaths.

The problemiis, | believe,
that students are not encour-
aged to consider their mental
state as being as important as
their physical one, nor arethey
encouraged to express their
emotions and feelings. What
this means is that we tend to
think that what goesonin our
minds is not important and
certainly not important
enough to warrant our visiting
a social worker. Having said
that, | am glad to report that
many students in my class
have now beguntorealizethat
a social worker is not for
‘crazies, but for al of ussuf-
fering from problems; prob-
lemswhich, in many cases, we
are unable to solve aone. In
addition, they have started to
accept the fact that they need
to express their emotions if
they want to remain healthy
and focused.

If you have a problem,
then why not put any miscon-
ceptions aside and pay avisit
toyour socia worker, bearing
in mind that there is nothing
shameful in talking about
what disturbs you? On the
contrary, talking about it can
only make things better.
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SMOKING

“The impossible

Nadine Abu-Ata
Rosary Sisters School
Jerusalem

venwhen | wasstill avery
young child, my mother
would tell me that smok-
ing is bad for the health and that
once you start smoking, it isvery
hard to stop. Of course, being
young, | found it hard to under-
stand how such an innocent |ook-
ing thing as a cigarette could
cause so many problems and yet,
each time | saw someone smok-
ing, | would remember my moth-
er'swords.
To be honest, it wasn't until
26 June 1997 that | really under-
stood theterrible consequences of
smoking because it was on that
day that | woke up to discover that
one of my dearest friends had suf-
fered a heart attack as aresult of
hisaddictionto cigarettesand was
now in hospital fighting for his

does not exist”

life. | was devastated. How could
this have happened | kept asking
myself, especially when, each
time | asked the doctor about his
situation, | would be met with the
samereply: “At this point we can
do nothing except wait”. And so
we waited, and waited, and
waited, and aswe waited, | began
to give the issue of smoking far
more thought.

Since that terrible day, | have
been working hard to convince
peopleto stop smoking, especialy
theones| care about. Of course, |
am anon-smoker myself; like my
sister - herself the proud owner of
ten beautiful long fingernails -
once pointed out to me whilst we
were discussing my habit of bit-
ing my own nails, “It would be
silly for someone to try and stop
someone else from doing some-
thing negative that they were
guilty of doing themselves!”
However, | would be the first to

—

admit that it is extremely difficult
to break any habit, be it smoking,
biting one’'snails, or anything el se.
The point is, common sense dic- '+
tates that faced with the prospect
of seriously damaging our health,
or, even worse, dying and leaving :
those we love, we have no choice
but to make a solemn vow never to 1
make the same mistake as my |
friend and to leave the cigarettes *|
aone. '

Only afew daysago, | wassit- | 4
ting on a bus when | saw a boy ™
about 13 years old smoking and
offering his friend a cigarette.
Where were his parents, histeach-
ers, and hismore health-conscious
friends? And how on earth could
any shopkeeper, in good con-
science, sell such ayoung child a
pack of cigarettes? These are the
guestionsthat have haunted mefor
the past few days...

No one can deny how harditis
to quit smoking but one hasto try,
even if it means gradually reduc-
ing the number of cigarettes one
smokes by one or two a day. |de-
ally, one should stop smoking al-
together the minute one makesup |
one’s mind to, but all of us know |
that that's easier said than done. !
Regardless of who shoulders the
blame for the fact that more and |
more Palestinians are becoming
smokers, all of us - students, par- = |
ents, and teachers aike - should
work hand in hand, not only to help
them to stop but also to prevent
more youngsters from joinings
them. AsNapoleon Bonaparteonce
said, “Theimpossible does not ex- t'-c

ist”. [;

i omen haveal-
ways been
blamed for taking

GEL

MarianneAlbina
TYT Reporter

extra care of the way they look.
If acouple arrives | ate at a party,
for example, the usual excuseisthat the woman took too much timeto do
her hair and put on her makeup etc. Well, the newsisthat these days, guys
too aretaking extracare of their appearance. Just look closely at the heads
of the guys around you and you'll see what | mean.

Yep, I'm talking, of course, about gel. Have you noticed how much
gel guys are using these days? In some cases, they’re using so much that
their hair isas solid asarock! So, what's so specia about gel? Don’t we
expose our hair to enough potentially damaging things without adding
gel to thelist?Why jeopardize our healthy and shiny hair? Do guysrealy
think that using gel makestheir hair look better? In order to find answers
to these questions, | spoke to a couple of friends who use excessive - in
my opinion anyway - amounts of gel on adaily basis.

Apparently, gel isvery important to the guys | talked to, even though
one of them said that it’s costing him 40 shekels - a considerable portion
of his allowance - every 20 days. The thing is, he said, that he and his
friends like to ook cool, and what better way to look cool than to have
lovely wet- looking hair, compliments of gel! Even when asked if they
knew about the disadvantages of gel, such as its association with hair
loss, the guys | spoke to remained loyal to their favorite hair product,
saying that although they knew about the disadvantages, this wouldn’'t
stop them from using gel because its short-term benefits are of more in-
terest to them than it’s long-term disadvantages. Hmmm...

It certainly seems as if the gel business is booming, judging by the
fact that one local shop owner that | spoketo said that he sells around 250
bottles of gel amonth, mainly to male customers. It would certainly seem
that regardless of the disadvantages associated with gel - sticky hair, stains
on bedding and clothing, hair loss, etc. - the wet 100k is here to stay, at
least, amongst afairly large segment of our society.
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Beauty

What does beauty mean? There are many possible
answersto this question and many different opinionscon-
cerning their accurateness. Some people, for example,
concentrate on the beauty of one's appearance, and oth-
ers on the beauty of the soul. Asfar as| am concerned,
there are several kinds of beauty but for the purpose of
this article, | will concentrate on the beauty of nature
and the soul.

First, the beauty of nature... From the moment that
God created the world, it had a beautiful nature and a
wonderful landscape; God created trees, rivers, lakes,
oceans, and mountains, all of them beautiful in different
ways, and gave these as a gift to mankind for generation
after generation to nurture and devel op.

Second, the beauty of the soul... The soul, of course,
isimportant because all men and women are composed
of both flesh and soul though unfortunately, too many
people are obsessed with outer beauty - the beauty of the
flesh - and tend to pay little attention to inner beauty -
the beauty of the soul and spirit. The thing to remembers
is that one's outer appearance does not always reflect
what one is redlly like inside. Humans are not perfect,
whichiswhy we often find that some very beautiful peo-
plelack certain attributes, such aswisdom and intellect;
on the other hand, there are intelligent and wise people
who, physically, are nothing special to look at...Is that
anyone's fault? No, of courseit isn’t, so never make the
mistake of judging someone based on their looks unless,
of course, you don't mind running the risk of becoming
shallow and prejudiced, caring only for the superficial
rather than the meaningful. Instead, look for a person’s
inner beauty - it might not be obvious at first, but should
you carry on looking, in most cases, | believe, you will
find it.

Taghreed Hanna Rishmawi
Greek Catholic School
Beit Sahour
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Valentine’s Day

Valentine's Day, which arrives on the 14th of February each year, isa
day that most of uswait for the whole year long. It isaday for showing the
ones we love how much we care about them. Consequently, in the weeks
leading up to this special day, we see young Palestinians, boys and girls
alike, buying gifts such as flowers - especially roses - and chocolates for
their beloved, gifts such asthese having long been recogni zed as symbol s of
love and appreciation.

But how, exactly, did Valentine's Day originate? Well, Valentine was the
name of a priest who lived along time ago in one of the smaller countries of
the world. One day, the kind-hearted Father Valentine came across a man
and woman who loved each other dearly but were unable to marry because
their parents objected to the union. Sensing the love that bound them to-
gether, Valentine decided to marry the couple in spite of their parents' ob-
jections and, in his tiny church, he pronounced them man and wife. After
hearing the story, couplesfrom all over the country that had previously been
unable to marry because of their parents’ objections found refugeein Val-
entine's church and asked the priest to marry them, which he did. However,
when news of what was happening reached court, a judge determined that
Father Valentine should be beheaded - on 14th February - in the middle of
the town square.

Let al of uslearn alesson from thistouching story...let us guard the love
that surrounds us and let us join together in helping to spread Valentine's
message of love and peace all over the world.

Amani Rishmawi

Greek Catholic School
Beit Sahour
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A comedy

Lifeis not amelancholic drama.
Lifeisnot “they lived happily ever after”.
Lifeisashow, and we are al performing.
We are al actorsin God's comedy,

and yet few of us are laughing.

| wonder what it takes to be able to laugh -
stupidity or high intelligence?

Rawan Haddad
Denmark

Away from the sadness
| try to create my ray of sunshine
A ray to kill fear
And make my soul feel safe
| look to the sun, the birds
Wishing | had wings and could
fly
Toward my own paradise
Full of love and happiness
There to create a perfect world
and life
No tears, no wars, no lies
Towalk forward to success and
wisdom
But the sun has departed
Leaving me alone
Prisoner of my sadnessand pain
Yes, fear has returned
But look! The sunis back!
Saving my soul with itswarmth
and glow
With its fabul ous color
Giving me the strength to go on
And find the right steps to take
So that one day, that perfect
world will be mine

Hanine Musleh
Greek Catholic School
Beit Sahour
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A Pop Quiz

'\ Saleem Habash

% TYT Reporter

Lesson #1

During one time in life, | was

g|ven apop quiz. | was aconscientious
student and had breezed through the ques-

= tions, until | read thelast one: “What isthe

'ﬁ

]

Sx#ER
Plcrry

| first name of the woman who cleans the
school?” Surely this was some kind of
joke I had seen her cleaning the school
several times. She was tall, dark-
; - haired and in her 50s, but

how would | know her
name?

|essons are gained, and we become more mature...
During thefollowing Five Issues of TYT, Farfasheh page will
try to share with you five lessons that we can learn from our lives...

T hroughout our lives, we face many problems, and as aresult

| handed in my paper, leaving
the last question blank. Just before
classended, one student asked if the
last question would count toward
our quiz grade. “Absolutely,” said
the professor. “In your careers, you
will meet many people. All are sig-
nificant. They deserveyour attention
and care, evenif al you doissmile
and say ‘hello’.” I've never forgot-
ten that lesson. | also learned her
name was Dorothy.
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