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War in Afghanistan
Does the End Justify the Means?

By Dina Awad
Bethlehem University

owadays, the American

attacks on Afghanistan

are accounting for most
of thetop storiesin theworld'slead-
ing newspapers. Asisoften the case,
the present istied to the past; in this
case, to the events of 11 September
and the attacks on the World Trade
Center in New York and the Penta-
gon in Washington. Due to the at-
tacks, which the world is blaming
on Usama Bin Laden, the US and
its allies have declared war on ter-
rorismin general and the Taliban in
particular.

Without any doubt, the vicious
attacks in New York and Washing-
ton shook the world to the core.
Many questions arise, however,
when one thinks of the attacks, in-
cluding the following:

* Why were these specific buildings
targeted?

* Why did Usama Bin Laden be-
comethe prime suspect, even before
the investigations had begun?

* What were thereal motives behind
the attacks on the US?
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* How can the USjustify attacking a
whole country in order to punish one
individual and a few of his com-
rades?

In order to answer these ques-
tions, we need to look closely at the
sequence of events that were cap-
tured on film and broadcast al over
theworld. Indoing this, we see, quite
clearly, that the attacks must have
been planned a very long time ago
and that they were undoubtedly in-
tended to undermine the economic,
political and military strength of the
US, judging by the choice of targets.

As for why Bin Laden was and
remains the prime suspect and why
the States was so quick to lay the
blame for the attacks at his door,
finding an answer becomes much
easier when onerecallsthat in 1979,
Bin Laden, with the support of the
American Government, started fight-
ing the Communist Soviet Union but
that, 11 years|later, when Bin Laden
displayed an anti-American Govern-
ment attitude at the time of the Sec-
ond Gulf War, he suddenly lost favor
with the States, which has never for-
given him. This just goes to show
how the US is prepared to drop its
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former allies like a red-hot coal
whenever it feels like it.

The fact remains, if Bin Laden
is really the mastermind behind the
attacks in New York and Washing-
ton, then the world deserves to hear
the alleged ‘proof’ that the US has
used to convince certain world lead-
ersof hisguilt. If, on the other hand,
the US cannot provide such proof,
then it should desist from making
further accusations until such time
asit can back them up with solid evi-
dence.

With regard to the true motives
behind the US attacks now taking
place in Afghanistan, it is true that,
in some respects, the USisdoing its
best tofight terrorism. | believe, how-
ever, that there is more to the story,
such asthe fact that the strategic po-
sition of Afghanistan on the map of
the world means that the American
Government would like, very much,
to have a presence there, especialy
amilitary one, for obvious reasons.
Apart from anything else, Afghani-
stan is bordered by Turkmenistan, a
country rich with oil, and this fact
alone is worth considering when
wondering why the US is so deter-
mined to bring about the demise of
the Taliban.

If | were an American, | would
would wonder about thereal reasons
behind the hatred shown by so many
people towards my country. Al-
though so many countries showed
great sympathy towards the US and
its people following the vicious at-
tacks, nothing justifies killing inno-
cent people in the US -led war
against terrorism.

Even if UsamaBin Laden isthe
person responsible for the attacksin
the States, it simply is not fair that
the peopl e of Afghanistan should be
forced to pay for hissins. Surely, it
istimefor theworld to cometoterms
with that fact and put an end to the
American aggression before more
innocent people lose their lives.
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The Truth and Nothing But the Truth

By MarianneAlbina
TYT reporter

something that has
had a great effect on
my lifeand although it was
difficult, at first, to pick one
significant thing, | eventu-
ally decided to write about
one of the things that has
greatly affected the way in
which | think. Conse-
quently, I now find myself
sitting here writing ‘an in-
troduction to philosophy’.
When | was younger,
for somereason - which has
alot to do, no doubt, with
the ideas of the philoso-
phers | so admired - | was
convinced, more or less,
that there could only beone
‘truth’ capable of explain-
ing our existence. | wasalso
convinced that assuming |
was prepared to make
enough effort, | would
eventually discover what
thistruth wasfor myself. In
short, | believed that dis-
covering ‘the truth’ neces-
sitated reaching a higher
plane of enlightenment, a

I was asked to write

plane that ‘simple’ people
could never hope to reach,
and that is why | grew in-
creasingly convinced that |
had to grow in acertain way
SO as to possess the mental
and emotional abilities |
would need in order to ab-
sorb ‘the truth’. Unfortu-
nately, asmy search for ‘the

before, | think, wasthat | did
not realize that people differ
when it comes to both how
much they know and how
much they want to know.
Today, on the other hand, |
amwell aware of thefact that
there will always be those
amongst us who will em-
brace ‘the truth’ with open

truth’  ex- armsand
panded, so those
ddmy con- “we have to re- whowill
viction that | Spect the individuy- not.lam
s duty  al's right to make &'!sSe°
ound to } . , aware of
Convi nce ratlonal ChOlceS... the fact
others of that in
what I reality

thought | knew because, as
oneof themore' enlightened
ones’, | was responsible for
helping to lead the less en-
lightened ones out of their
ignorance.

Well, a few years have
passed since then, and, after
having studied the work of
more philosophers and
learning to be more critical
of what | read, my way of
thinking has changed at |least
180 degrees. My problem

there are many variations of
‘the truth’ and that it is
wrong to attempt to defineit
in rigid, uncompromising
terms. What | mean is that
people should be free to de-
fine ‘the truth’ and include
within that definition what-
ever they wish, adaptingit to
their own way of thinking.
In other words, we have to
respect theindividual’sright
to make rational choices,
even if their choices differ

slightly, or even radically,
from our own.

Today, unlikeinthe past,
I no longer feel a need to
convince others that they
should embrace my version
of ‘thetruth’ or elserisk re-
maining inignorancefor the
rest of their lives. (I realize,
however, that there are many
whowould disagreewith my
decision and who would still
insist that the philosophers
amongst us have a duty to
sharewhat they ‘know’ with
the rest of the world.) That
doesnot meanthat | keep my
ideas to myself. Far fromit,
| delight in sharing them
with others, but now, instead
of trying to force my ideas
upon anyonewho wouldlis-
ten, | am content to let them
come to their own conclu-
sions. After all, something |
tell someone today could
possibly trigger something
in their mind tomorrow and
help them reach their own
truth, whatever it might be,
and yes, | admit, merely
knowing that that is a possi-
bility gives me the greatest
satisfaction.
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By Nadine Abut Ata
Rosary Sisters School
Beit Hanina/ Jerusalem

ince the second

Intifada first broke

out, watching the
news has become a regular
feature of every Palestinian’s
life, which is why at certain
hours, you will find entire
families gathered around the
television. My family is no
different. Every night we sit
in front of the TV to hear
about the latest devel opments
and in this article, | would
liketo talk about my feelings
concerning what has become
aregular scene on our screen.

Too many times now, we
have watched footage of Is-
raeli soldiers aiming their
guns at young Palestinian
children, and whenever |
watch such footage, two im-
ages spring to mind; thefirst,
of an angel, and the second,
of adevil. Whilethe angel is
trying to awaken the human-
ity of the soldier who appears
to have no qualmsabout kill-
ing an innocent child, the
devil is trying to stoke his
hatred of Palestinians. Unfor-
tunately, in many cases the
angel failsto draw upon any
sympathy or compassion
deep within the soldier and
the latter shoots, turning and
smiling at his comrades hav-
ing completed histask to his
full satisfaction and appar-
ently rgjoicingin thefact that
he has helped in killing yet
another Palestinian ‘terror-
ist'.

When an Israeli soldier
murdersaPalestinian childin
cold blood, does he think
about what heis actually do-
ing? Doesheredlizethat pull-
ing a trigger takes no more

than a second, whereas the
damage it can cause can not
only take the life of another
human being, but also ruin
thelives of the loved ones he
leavesbehind? Sure, asfar as
his friends are concerned he
isahero, but | wonder, when
he goes to bed at night, does
sleep come easily or does he
spend the night tossing and
turning, aware of thefact that
thanks to him, a mother is
without her son, asister with-
out her brother, awhole class
of school children without
their classmate?

| remember my grand-
mother once telling me that
the fighter pilots who were
responsible for dropping the
bombs on Hiroshimaand Na-
gasaki in World War 11 later
suffered from serious psycho-
logical problems, no doubt
becauseit wasonly ‘after the
event’ that they began to ap-
preciate the magnitude of
what they had done and be-
gan to regret their actions.
This proves, without any
doubt, that as human beings,
we sometimes do things- ter-
rible things - without think-
ing about the consegquences,
and | have a suspicion that
thereare many Isragli soldiers
who, were they to read this,
would nod their heads in
agreement.

My message is as fol-
lows: when you're about to do
something that could have
devastating effects, awaysbe
sure to think very carefully
about what you're planning to
do. Be objective and think
twice before going ahead. Fi-
nally, remember that theword
‘human’ is derived from the
word ‘humanity’ and that
without humanity, one is no
longer worthy of being called
a human being.
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By Elise Aghazarian
Jerusalem

December day of five

yearsago whenthelsraeli
troops left Bethlehem. There
was so much hope, so much
joy, becausewetruly believed
that the misery was behind us
and that new horizons were
awaiting us. During theweeks
that followed, | was able to
visit Bethlehem many times;
it was almost as if the pause
button that had put our lives
on hold had suddenly been
released alowing us, at last,
tolivenormal livesand dream
of abright new future.

Many celebrations fol-
lowed the liberation of Beth-
lehem, and these, along with
the opening of a number of
new centers and the holding
of other activitiesreally made
us fed that life was improv-
ingonadaily basis. It wasthe
season of rebirth and love, and
with our aspirations and

I will never forget that cold

hopes, we were following not
stars but our dreams...

Oh Bethlehem, how beau-
tiful you looked in your
dressesmade of colorful lights
and other decorations as you
welcomed not only usbut also
the people who attended the
peace meetings you hosted,
including some Israeli-Pales-
tinians ones. It really seemed
as if you and your suburbs,
Beit Jala and Beit Sahour,
were about to succeed in fi-
nally distributing to theworld
thewonderful message of love
and joy.

But then, suddenly, on
what started off as a normal
September day, ‘military re-
gimes' and ‘violent ideolo-
gies, the devils of many cen-
turies, blew everything apart.
Before we knew what was
happening, Israeli tanks and
shells were doing their bit to
liquidate our past and to re-
move every new brick that had
been placed on the road to

So Long Bethlehem

I& | .

freedom and peace in the last
five years. Do the I sraglis not
realize, | ask myself, that in
every stone, plant, and human
being, there existsaspirit and
story and that were they to
consider these stories before
causing more pain and dam-
age, then they might see their
own rolein adifferent light?

How afraid | feel as the
military horror creeps closer.
How sad | feel as | see how
indifference is growing
amongst the Palestinians
whose hearts have been bro-
ken, especialy as | know that
indifference is more painful
and dangerousthan anger and
is so much harder to heal.
Gradually, we discovered that
asking for our right to an iden-
tity, a country, and freedom
was too much to ask for and
that while the rights and
freedoms of certain races and
societies are regarded highly
by the international commu-
nity, those of others appear to

Photo: Nadia Bandak

mean nothing.

Is this redlly the end of
our new beginning? Or are
we just experiencing aflood
likethe one mentionedinthe
Bible, a flood that will end
withthearrival of adovecar-
rying an olive branch? Why,
oh why, at this, the time of
year when olives are nor-
mally harvested, are we be-
ing forced to watch bombs
and further agony harvested
instead?

So long Bethlehem...It's
been a year since |l last vis-
ited you, and as things stand
now, it will probably be many
moreyearsbeforel visit you
again. So long my dear
friends there...maybe my
written wordswill reach you,
maybe they won’t; you're
only a short distance away
but with all the military bar-
riers and the other obstacles
between us, you might as
well be on the moon.
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When a ‘Complement’ be-
comes an Insult

By Hana Qreitem
Birzeit University

t seems that more and more,

our streets are witnessing the

same old thing, namely, boys
bothering girls with their rude and
offensive comments. This phenom-
enon has undoubtedly had - and
continues to have - a negative im-
pact on our society, not least of all
because it encourages young peo-
pleto believe that respect for oth-
ers is a thing of the past. It also
adds, of course, to the various prob-
lemsthat already exist betweenthe
two sexes.

| wonder, could it be that some
girlsactually enjoy being harassed
by boysasthey go about their busi-
ness? | am sure that the majority
of girls feel very angry and frus-
trated when it happens, as evi-
denced by the fact that in many
cases, | have seen girls respond by
verbally reprimanding the boysin
guestion or, in extreme cases, giv-
ing them a dlap. Usually, however,

thegirl smply ignoresthe unwanted
attention and goeson her way. Still,
| wonder, could it bethat somegirls
actually feel good about themselves
when harassed by guys in the
streets? Moreover, if the harassment
does make them feel good, would
they actually admit it? | doubt it.

My messagetoday isasfollows:
Girls, pleasedo not think that by in-
sulting the boys who are harassing
you, you will help in solving the
problem of harassment in the streets.
On the contrary, by acknowledging
the boys and their stupid remarks
you feed into their egos and leave
them thinking that the more they
persist in annoying girls, the better
it will be for their reputation. Put
simply, boys do not care which girls
they annoy; what they do care about,
however, is that there are enough
girls on the streets who are willing
to pay them some attention.

Many people ask if it is possi-
ble that girls do certain things that
encourage boys to harass them.
From what | see, many boys are

happy to annoy any girl that they
come across, regardless of whether

or not she's ‘cute’ or ‘attractive’ or
whatever. Having said that, it re-
mains a fact that in general, boys
are more likely to approach girls
who are wearing attractive - and
sometimes suggestive - outfits. That
does not mean, however, that it is
right - simply, that girlswho do tend
to ‘dress up’, should not be sur-
prised when they are harassed on
the streets.

The fact is, boys who harass
girlsare simply having abit of fun
and no girl in her right mind should
consider their childish behavior a
compliment. On the contrary, har-
assment is ugly and degrading, so
please girls, never be fooled into
thinking you are ‘special’ because
you hear a few complimentary
words from a boy in the street.
Rather than welcome such atten-
tion, you should understand that all
heisdoingisinvading your private
spaceand your right to privacy and
humiliating you in the process.
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Co-education..

Areg Zbedi
YWCA / Jerusalem

iththe passing of theyears, the ques
tion of whether or not coeducation
is a good thing is being asked in-

creasingly frequently in Palestine, especialy in
light of its cultural values, which, in many re-
spects, have undergone many changesin recent
years. In the West, coeducation has existed for
many decades and in general, has become the
most popular form of schooling. Inthe Middle
East, however, where cultural valuesand | amic
teachings dictate that girls and boys should be
segregated asfar aspossible, the oppositeistrue,
certainly when it comes to secondary educa-
tion. In fact, many parents believe that coedu-
cation is capable of causing irreparable dam-
agetothe society asawholeand in certain parts
of Palesting, it is simply not a consideration.
We have to consider the fact, however, that the
main aim of education is to equip future gen-
erations with the tools they will need to face
the future with confidence. As most societies
are made up of equal numbers of men and
women, itisunlikely that segregated schooling
will be able to prepare children of one gender
who are bound to comeinto daily contact with
members of the other gender they graduate in
termsof how they handletheir interactionswith
members of the opposite sex. Let’sfaceit, any-
one going out into the ‘real’ world after years
of being segregated from half hisor her society
is bound to be in for a shock! Yet, parents still
persist in sending their children to single sex
schools...

As | see things, sending children to mixed
schools provides them with an accurate image
of the larger society and helps in dispelling
many of the myths that each sex believes in
concerning the other. Far from being danger-
ous, coeducation provides healthy conditions
that promote interaction between the sexes and
alow children to learn not just about the other
seX, but also about themselves. Moreover, it a-
lows rivalries between the sexes to be better
understood and dealt with in an appropriate
manner. Perhaps its greatest value, however, is
the way in which it shows boys, for example,
that girls are not merely sexual objects whose
sole purposein lifeisto pamper their husbands
and produce babies while showing girls that
boys, contrary to popular belief, are not neces-
sarily romantic heroes about to come and sweep
them off their feet! On the contrary, years of
attending school together will show both the
sexes that many of the common ideas concern-
ing the other sex are totally wrong. Finally, the
different perspectives of the two sexes, as op-
posed to just one sex, can play avital role in
hel ping teenagersto overcomethe physical and
emotional problems associated with adoles-
cence.

To summarize, | would have to say that all de-
cisions concerning the education of a child ul-
timately rest with hisor her family. Having said
that, at the very least families should consult
with their children regarding the pros and cons
of coeducation prior to deciding upon schools
for them and listen to what they have to say for
after all, it is the children themselves who will
be most affected, either negatively or positively,
by their parents' decisions.
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By LinaMusleh
Greek Catholic School
Beit Sahour

neweek after finish-
ing our exams, my
friends and | de-

cided to forget all about
school and studying and go
out to have fun at a nearby
fast-food restaurant. Any-
way, upon reaching the res-
taurant - which, incidentally,

is extremely popular with
young and old alike - we or-
dered the standard fast-food
choices, namely, pizza, ham-
burgers, French fries and
Colg; all of us, that is, except
one. When | asked my friend
why she hadn’t placed an or-
der, | was amazed by her an-
swer. “What you're eating is
nothing but rubbish,” shesaid,
adding right away, “You
should never assume that just

because something tastes
good it’'s guaranteed to be
good for you!”

Obviously, my friend's
words took me by surprise
and, to be quite honest, | found
it rather strange to see amod-
ern teenager paying so much
attention to her health and the
negative effects of certain
kinds of foods. However, her
words also made methink and
to start asking myself various
questions, such as why do
people like eating fast food
and can it provide at |east the
basic nutrition that our grow-
ing bodies need?

Nowadays, many adultsas
well asyoung peopleoften opt
to eat popular kinds of fast
food. | guessthat’s really not
S0 surprising, bearinginmind
that we are living in an age
characterized by speed and
constant attempts to do as
much as possiblein as short a

time aspossible, including, of
course, eating. The speed at
which it can be cooked and
eaten, its relatively low cost,
and - of course - its delicious
taste undoubtedly makes fast
food appealing, but the thing
is, the rapid way in which
most fast-food meals are con-
sumed means that many of
those who consume them on
a regular basis often end up
with problems such as indi-
gestion and heartburn. Then,
of course, thereisthe problem
of what fast food actually con-
tains, or rather, what it doesn’t
contain. For example, it is
lacking in vegetables and
fruits and, accordingly, there
is no way on earth that it can
provide us with ample nutri-
tion. Itisnowonder, therefore,
that many peoplewho rely on
fast-food mealsfor their main
source of nourishment not
only gain alot of weight but

also suffer from various other
problems associated with their
health.

Food gives - or should
give - humans the energy to
think, to move and to work.
That iswhy weasindividuals
should ensure that we eat a
balanced diet (assuming we
wish to grow healthy and
strong). So, next time you are
tucking into aburger or aslice
of pizza, stop for asecond and
think about what the food you
are eating is doing to your
body and therisksyou aretak-
ing by eating it. Think about
the fact that fast food often
contains chemical additives
and far too much fat and sugar
and that if you eat more than
areasonable amount of it, you
will probably end up with
cavities in your teeth. Think
also about the fact that if the
food containsalot of salt, you
run therisk of damaging your
heart. In addition, of course,
don't forget that a lot of fast
food contains a large amount
of oil, something else that, if
consumed in too great aquan-
tity, can seriously damage

your health.

In short, instead of stuff-
ing yourself with food that is
bad for you, try to stick to
foodsthat are fresh and natu-
ral such asfruits and vegeta-
bles. If you do, then you will
improve your chances of liv-
ing a long and healthy life,
which, | am sure, is what all
of us arelooking forward to.
Instead of frying your food,
boil or steamit or even, inthe
case of vegetables, try com-
ing up with exciting salads
and eating them raw. Another
good piece of advice to re-
member is that although one
should eat foods that contain
proteins and vitamins, one
should aso be sure to con-
sume enough carbohydrates
to provide the energy one
needs for one's daily activi-
ties. For your own sake, and
for the sake of thosewho love
you and care about your
health, change your bad eat-
ing habits now whileyou still
have time because if you
don’t, then you'll surely live
to regret it.
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When a Normal Day Turns into a Nightmare

£ -

That Thursday, as on previous Thursdays, my best friend Lina came to collect me so that we “’19 2‘ ‘5)5 -\'"
could start enjoying our usual Thursday routine of shopping, visiting an Internet cafe, and simply
hanging out. When it started to get |ate (meaning 6 pm - thisis Pal estine remember, not
New York), we returned to my place and set about playing some computer games.
Suddenly, there was an extremely loud ‘boom’, and at first, we put it down to the
sound of ajet plane penetrating the atmosphere, but after afew minutes, by which
time we could hear the sound of sirens and honking cars, we knew something
was seriously amiss. “ There must be something going on!” | told Lina excit-
edly, but shewasfar too busy screaming, “ Oh my God! How will | get home?’
to hear, causing me to put my own fears on hold to comfort her, telling her,
jokingly, that she could always spend the night in my bathtub.

With Linastill in astate of shock, we made our way to the balcony to
see what was going on. From there, we could see several ambulances
coming and going and people running frantically toward what we now
realized was the site of an explosion. By now, Linawas amost out of her
mind with fear and, with tears streaming down her face, she kept repeating
over and over again, “I just want to go home to my mom, oh my God, where
isshe, whereis she?’ Whilst helping her to sip some lemonade, the ideabeing
that it would make her relax, | realized that | should call her parents at onceiif |
didn’t want to see her go totally crazy.

Later that evening, it was reported on TV that the explosion had resulted from
the firing of an Israeli missile that had hit a car carrying three leading members of
Fatah. It shook me to the core to know that the successful assassination attempt had
taken place in Wad Abu Sa'da, only a short distance away from my home, and that it
was only due to a miracle that someone | knew had not been hurt. It also shook me to realize that a seadiyfybe
day that had started off so normally had ended in an experience so dreadful that my dearest friend I ) [
Lina, who was usually so calm and collected, had turned into a crying, whimpering child and that in dgladiaglal
all probability she would suffer from nightmares for some time to come.

Poor Lina. Poor me. Poor us. Thisjust isn't the way it’'s supposed to be.
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RulaMusleh
St. Joseph School
Bethlehem
Lost in the Darkness
WHY? .
" M R E-Q il My soul istired And mothers are
Look at their faces, see their pain, see how they look so My soul isill _ Weeping
tired and helpless and how they long for the wheel of des- 5o b - My tears are streams Things are so wrong
| help L e giy® BT Gl Y as L : .
tiny to spin once more and result in justice becom- . oyt agia My problem hills So many are suffering
ing something with which they are familiar... o ?4‘-"“;3 What should | do? Thereisno love
God, it is believed, put Man on earth to e B re What should | say? Thereisno caring
| \ ) s 91 (2 91 B cacl o 2
serve as its guardian, but the reality is that L) ol I just ha\'/e one choice - The |eaders meet
there are those in our midst who don't de- e e g 3} s To sit and pray Bﬁtnt?lgr?lssnagig?l?gﬁn
serve suchan hqno_r and whp, basicaly, are — sslas | feel so bad , ' :
nothing but devilsin the guise of humans. T s oo | feel so lonely And we're till afralfjl
If they weren’t, then why would they re- e e B T I"'m looking for joy We sought the world's
~ i 3 9-_\.3._; ‘;9 Q2o g 51 . 2 hEI
sort to killing and the use of violence? Al 15,88 caaiS g} I’m looking for mercy -
Why would they delight in stealing away iy ol < Throughout the darkness But the aggression
the laughter of innocent children? Why L SR e T " Throughout the pain goeson
2 > S8y sl 1‘:’-7"""&.)5“! | b all
would they not be shocked into acting iy | lost my hope : eg you,.t me
in amanner benefiting God's creations s e X And only fear remains Why is nothing being
by the sight of motherscrying over their a ol ol " Up on the mountains done?
dead or injured children? Why would X Loluy 5;5*4’ Sile ¢ And under the trees
they usetheir weapons rather than their (Al I’m looking for freedom

mindsin dealing with their enemies? But nobody sees

% ol of daaly 33 cddl gl ; ; 2 LinaMusleh
At the end of the day, however, itis e . Thiswar isterrible ; . :
3 ‘ . L NN . Greek Catholic School
not only the Israeli soldiers who are to But justiceis sleeping T

blame for the abhorrent way in which Meanwhile, children are dying

God's plans for Man have been so cru-

. N ola ¥l as Wiy
elly ignored. No, | blame humanity in gen- 5, é,.u;, Tl s 55 130
eral, that same humanity that is responsi- 5JL;;.I|3 Lilas] g 5,alf Cuacung
blefor creating hatred and violence and for 1),_'. iy B R i FO O I S
alowing usto forget that we areall, whether b Ny e
we likeit or not, brothers and sisters. S99 sy Gl Sasas
People wake up! We are living in the 21st . ~ o lach i Fools - that's what weare
Century and yet still, when we see the most beau- Wllasg dygedas il o Sy When wefall in love

Fools - that's what we'll be
If we don't ever love

tiful bloom, we chooseto crush it rather than allow P A
it to blossom further. y 1SS11550 g il g
Nada M ajdalani &

Al-Ahliyyeh College LMo Gl sXs Rawan Haddad

Ramallah S Al Denmark
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not create a new Armenia.” William Saroyan

By MarianneAlbina
TYT Reporter

cle with the words of the Ar-

menian author, playwright and
humanitarian, William Saroyan be-
cause they are words that | con-
stantly consider when | think of
both the Armenian nation as well
asthe Palestinian. | hope that after
reading the article, many of you will
come to see that Armenia is after
al aworld of nostalgia, beauty and
perseverance.

I have chosen to start this arti-

History

A few centuries ago, Armenia
wasdivided by Turkey and Iraninto
Western Armenia and Eastern Ar-
menia. In 1828, however, Eastern
Armeniawas liberated and put un-
der the guardianship of Russia.
Some years later, in 1915 to be ex-
act, Western Armenia was to wit-
nessthe most tragic daysinthehis-
tory of the Armenian people when
more than 1.5 million innocent Ar-
menians were massacred by the
Turks. As for the few Armenians
who survived, they were left with
no choice but to flee and take ref-
uge in the different corners of the
world. Here begins the story of my
grandfather, who escaped from
Marash, and my grandmother, who
escaped from Borsa; both came to
Pal estine as orphans and met when
the two different orphanages they
lived in decided to find partners for
thechildren for whom they werere-
sponsible.

Exploring the past

It wasthishistory that drove me
back to accompany my mother on
atripto Armeniafor avery specia
celebration. This year, Armenians
celebratethe 1,700th year jubilee of
Christianity, Armenia having been
the first country in the world to of -
ficidly adopt Christianity asits na-
tional religion way back in 301 AD.
It was breathtaking to see how Ar-
menians from all over the world
came together to share this memo-
rable occasion and extremely touch-
ing to witness the many reunions
between friends and relatives, who
in many cases had not seen each
other for years. My mother, for ex-
ample, bumped into afriend she had
not seen for 41 years and | sat in

ARMENIA

“I'would like to see any power in this world try to destroy this race, this small tribe of unimportant people, whose history is ended, whose wars have been
fought and lost, whose structures have crumbled, whose literature is unread, whose music is unheard and whose prayers are no more answered. Go
ahead, destroy Armenia, see if you can do it. Send them from their homes into the desert, let them have neither bread nor water. Burn their homes and
churches. Then, see if they will not laugh again, see if they will not sing and pray again. For, when two of them meet anywhere in the world, see if they will

-
11

total awe as | listened to the two of
them tell each other what had been
happening in their lives since last
they met. Their meeting was not
unique, and encounters such asthese
filled Armenian restaurants and ho-
telsfor days and days.

The quest to explorethe glory of
our past, our cultural heritage and the
realities of current-day Armeniabe-
gan on 18 September when my
mother and | joined seven Armeni-
ans on an unforgettable pilgrimage.
Merely flying on one of the 14 Ar-
menian aircrafts seemed likeadream
come true, even though the planeit-
self was certainly not one of the best
intheworld. Upon landing, however,
| felt dlightly lesseuphoricas| could
not help but notice the Soviet influ-
ence in the airport, which was tiny
and dull. As for the streets outside,
they, too, appeared to have a com-
munist flavor; they looked like they
belonged in the former Eastern Ger-
many rather than my beloved Arme-
nia

Population

Armenia with its population of
approximately 3.7 millionissituated
in the southwestern part of the Cau-
casus, south of Georgia, west of
Azerbaijan, and north of Iran. Its
currency is the Dram (1$= 550
Dram) anditsofficial language East-
ern Armenian, which is different to
the Western Armenian used by most
of the Armeniansliving in Palestine
and which sounds slightly like Rus-
sian. The majority of Armeniansare
Christians, with 93 percent belong-
ing to the Armenian Apostolic
Church and the remaining seven per-
cent to the Russian Orthodox, Arme-
nian Catholic, Greek Orthodox, and

Marianne Albina (left) with an Armenian family preparing traditional Ar

Protestant churches. Thereis aso a
tiny Jewish community, and a simi-
larly small Muslim community.

Back to our trip, whichwasfilled
with journeys to historical monu-
ments, ancient churches, waterfalls
and mountains... When we traveled
to the countryside, pigs and ducks
would greet us aong the way, and
farmerswould offer ustheir best ap-
ples, and when we visited churches,
children would welcome us and sell
us the unique Armenian jam, made
with pumpkin, nuts, and literally
anything you could possibly desire.
I noticed in one church that we vis-
ited that the Armenians, unlike the
Pal estinians, do not invite many peo-
pleto their weddings, and | heard a
little later that the same can be said
of baptisms.

On 21 September, we cel ebrated
Armenian Independence Day with
the groups of Armenians who had
come from all over the world. Cel-
ebrating independence has always
saddened me. | watch Palestinians
cel ebrating their independence every
year in November when | believe
strongly that they should not. Why
assure the world and ourselves that
we are no longer under occupation
when we still are? Why try and fool
ourselves that weenjoy full freedom
when we do not? How can webein-
dependent when we do not have con-
trol over the basic components of a
state; borders, resources, security,
export and import etc?

In 1920, Armenia became a So-
viet Socialist republicandit wasonly
in 1991 that it regained itsindepend-
ence and became what is now the
Parliamentary Republican State. |
can say, in all honesty, that this was
the first time that | had tasted true
independence, with the fireworks,

el
menian bread

iy

the music, the sheer happiness re-
flected in peopl€’s eyes. | naturally
thought about my grandparents and
wished so much that they could have
been there to see that their suffering
and that of their parents had finally
paid off, that today, Armenians have
their own state and are running their
own affairs.

Problems

In spite of gaining its independ-
ence, Armenia still has many prob-
lems, including the fact that the un-
employment rate in various parts of
thecountry reaches 70 percent. There
is no middle class, and a large
number of families live on less than
US3$20 per month. Those of us who
were visiting for the first time were
naturally saddened and disappointed
by the living standards, especialy
when we heard the stories that peo-
ple told us concerning the way they
live. Another disappointment as far
as | was concerned was the Arme-
nian police, who arerude and greedy,
aswell asArmenian drivers, who ap-
peared to have no idea whatsoever
concerning the function of car
brakes.

Of course, thereistill hope con-
cerning the creation of a prosperous
Armenia, but for that to happen, there
first needsto be persistence and good
management. The good newsis that
many donations are arriving from
Armenians living in the Diaspora.
Another reason for optimism is the
fact that poverty has not succeeded
in stopping the average Armenian
from enjoying life; on the contrary,
cafes, restaurants and theaters are
always packed and youngstersfill the
discos. (Here | should mention that
Armenian discos are all full of mir-

rors, so if you're ever in Armenia
yourself and don't have a date to
go dancing with, don’t worry, you
can awaysgo aoneand dancewith
your reflection!)

Music

Talking about having fun, Ar-
menia has for many years been fa-
mous for not only its brandy and
mineral water but also for its mu-
sic. Thenamethat always comesto
mind when onethinks of Armenian
music is Komitas, the founder of
Armenian classical music. Another
popular name is that of Ara
Kevorkian, the extremely talented
young Armenian composer whose
concert we attended on 25 Septem-
ber and who was accompanied by
more than 120 musicians and 100
dancers. Each piece of music rep-
resented atown, city or village that
was captured by either Turkey or
Iran and never granted Armenian
sovereignty, and through themusic
and dancing, one could really feel
the pain that the Armenians who
lived there must have endured. At
the beginning of the concert, all
those present stood up and sang the
Armenian national anthem, and |
doubt very much that | will ever
forget that moment for the rest of
my life. It was a moment of sad-
ness - for those who havedied - but
also amoment of great joy, for the
future that beckons.

Armenia has become a symbol
of the ability of a nation to over-
come devastation and oppression.
The present offers the citizens of
Armenia a gigantic challenge,
which, | have to doubt, they will
face with perseverance and dignity
- namely, to gain their rightful place
intheworld and put Armeniasafely
and firmly back on the map once
and for al.

It has, always, been an honor to
be half Armenian and half Palestin-
ian, especially asboth cultures and
histories add flavor to my individu-
ality and sense of belonging. | of-
ten complain that all the members
of my family, whether Armenian or
Palestinian, havefaced tremendous
challenges defending their nation-
dity and identity. Deep down in
my heart, however, | know that
they arethe peoplewho made adif-
ference in the life of two great na-
tions. From them | acquire the
strength to go on...
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BirZeit University Sk o Akl
Dear Mr. Friday, daad Siuidl
When | was walking in the lady first yesterday... | sSaW @ cuils i (o &ia cdddi .. jlsol Jgi Saseall o8 oudi Lo i g
piece of religion of girl... she was egg and sweet... ' '531;53.“:-.“
| said: ya earth keep what on you, a hundred evenings on L ligas oo slons Cis (Suls Ls il o yi L ieald L
your eyes ya beautiful BTN
She said: poison PO PRLAY

| said: poison from your hand is poison poison ya moon
She shouted in me: yes yes your mother soul. Do you re-
member me one of them. Collect yourself or | will collect
the street on you

A8 L s s il (0 el gl ulS
ALY (0 Baal g (5L o telal T g, b pad pad 1 g8 e
gobdd) clale ali Lo Jus eluudls ad
s los Glag il s yae L
YaOmar: The girl entered my brain. sl dyale BT uls i gSale Gl o) o oo elia sl &l
I said: your right onme. It showsonyou, youareadaugh-  ani sule s (ls (5sY daaill e ol geay g 4l diw
ter of people. | want you on the book of god and his profit. T ) (59
The boon on me | write my book on you tonight. Baal g dia LS LIS wllgs o wllgs o ol S
She laughed and said: on your slow, on your slow, write Jo¥! e alSES i cubs
the book one piece? Not talk on me first? S8l 7yl Al [l Gl L Aaddlf S i & goi el
| shouted: | diein the cream, yathousand white mornings. ) <sSale Al
I‘m going to talk on you now. i
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Looking for an Apartment??
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