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A Catastrophe Tourist

CarolaRichter
Germany

henever | arrive at Ben
Gurion Airport, | am
always asked exactly

the same question, namely, “What
is the purpose of your visit to Is-
rael?’ Like many others, no doubt,
what | really want to say is“To see
the reality in Palestine, to see what
is realy going on there”...but also
likemany others, my desireto avoid
trouble and having my bags and
possibly my person searched results
in my answering, “ Tourist”.

Am | a ‘catastrophe tourist’,
coming herefor aholiday when the
people of Palestine are suffering?
Perhaps | am. After all, | can leave
the country whenever | want, get
away with not being checked, and
move from place to place without
being harassed, with a few excep-
tions. On the other hand, though, |
gtill have to walk through check-
points, | still have to spend hours
trying to reach my friendsin Jenin,
and | am till sometimesturned back
by the soldiers manning check-
points in the middle of nowhere
because they consider it “too dan-
gerous’ for meto travel around the
West Bank.

Last year, | spent six monthsliv-
ing in Ramallah whilst studying at
Birzeit University and | never felt |
wasin any kind of danger, not once,
though I left before the Intifada be-
gan. Now, | sense danger every-
where, thanks to Isragl. | even told
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aparticularly annoying soldier, “You
think | should be afraid to visit
Ramallah, Jenin, or Gaza? No, I'm
not afraid, but | am afraid of your
guns, your helicopters and your F-
16s. | came back to see my friends,
to go to the Dead Sea, to eat ice
cream in Jericho, but thanks to you
and your government, | cannot do
any of the things | planned on do-
ing”.

Ramallah, as far as | am con-
cerned, is not anywhere near as dan-
gerous as Israel would have us be-
lieve. In fact, in many respects - but
certainly not al - things there have
improved agreat deal. There'sanew
cinema, for example, new shops, and
several new restaurants, and conse-
quently, | am able to go out and en-
joy myself almost every evening,
which is something | was unable to
do before. | am clearly not the only
one having agood time as| have no-
ticed that when | go out to eat or
drink, itissometimesdifficult tofind
a table because of the large number
of people doing exactly the same
thing.

Just acoupleof nightsago, | was
sitting eating ice cream when | no-
ticed a large group of fashionably
dressed teenagers joking and laugh-
ing. “Can thisberea?’ | asked my-
self. “Havethingsreally improved so
much?’ Well, what | saw that
evening was certainly real enough,
but so werethe events of the next day,
which witnessed yet another in the
long string of assassinations and,
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consequently, agenera strikeand the
emergence of what appeared like
every young man from Ramallah on
the streets and the subsequent firing
of gunsin theair. Looking around, |
couldn’t fail to notice that the ma-
jority of onlookers appeared tired
and fed up, no doubt as a result of
the constant state of tensioninwhich
they live. It was then that | realized
that contrary to what | had been
thinking the evening before, one
more year of struggle had not re-
sulted inthingsimproving, but rather,
in them becoming far, far worse.

It's strange, the idea that the
young men | saw firing their guns
that day had probably been enjoying
themselves in the restaurants and
coffee shops of Ramallah the night
before, but | guess that going out to
enjoy themselves now and then is
what helps them to remain sane in
this prison-like country. Perhaps go-
ing out and having fun is their way
of saying to Israel, “Try as hard as
you will, but you will never force us
to submit to your attempts to deny
us the things to which we are enti-
tled”. Whatever their motives, | am
glad that they are succeeding in mak-
ing the most of a bad situation.

| havetalked alot to various poli-
ticians, both Isragli and Palestinian,
and I've read book after book that
deals with the conflict here, but, as
yet, | till don’t understand why peo-
ple are continuing to die or why the
Palestinians are still being treated
like a people with no rights whatso-
ever. | do understand, however, why
most of my Palestinian friends have
already |eft to countriesthat are safer
than this one; they left because they
felt they had no choice, knowing very
well that were they to remain, their
sadness, frustration, and anger would
eventually overwhelm them. Like
them, | too will beleaving very soon,
but thistime, | won't remain silent;
thistime I'll say to the security per-
sonwho questions me about my visit,
“Instead of opening fire, open cof-
fee shops, restaurants, and ice-cream
parlors and do all of usafavor”.
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Bethlehem
H oneof thoseterrible
days, thetypethat is
characterized by nothing but
bad luck? Well, if you are,
then have you considered the
possibility that perhapsit al
has something to do with the
factthat earlierintheday, you
passedin front of ablack cat,
walked under a ladder, or
bumped into that neighbor of
yours, the onewith blue eyes

ey, are you having

. and a space between his
. two front teeth? If you
¥ have, then it implies that

" you, like millions of people

al over the world, are super-
gtitious, and if you haven't,
then perhapsit’stimethat you
took superstition alittle more
seriougly...

As I've already men-
tioned, millions of people all
over the world are supersti-
tious, but did you know that
some people alow supersti-
tions to literally control their
lives? Did you also know that
some people’ create’ supersti-
tions of their own? I'll give
you an example. A woman
notices that if she hears her
neighbor’s dog bark every
morning when she wakes, she
hasagood day, whereasif she
doesn’t hear the barking, she
has a bad one. Consequently,
she comes to the conclusion
that hearing a dog bark in the
morning isgood luck, regard-
less of the fact that all her
neighbors consider the sound
of adog barking at six in the
morning nothing but a source
of annoyance and think her
mad for thinking otherwise!

Basically, superstitions
can be broken down into two
groups: superstitions concern-
ing things which bring good

dualig 55020

Never on a Friday!

luck - such as displaying a
horseshoe in one’'s home or
keeping a rabbit’s foot on
one's person - and supersti-
tions concerning things
which bring bad luck, such as
walking under a ladder or
breaking amirror. The prob-
lemis, it'snot quitethat clear
cut. What | mean is that you
sometimes find that because
superstitions vary from one
cultureto another, thingsthat
are considered to bring good
luck in one society are con-
sidered to bring bad luck in
others. For example, to hear
an owl hooting is considered
bad luck amongst Eastern
cultures but good luck in the
West. Confusing, don’t you
agree?

Now, in principle, all the
major religionsdon’t approve
of superstitions. In fact, they
go so far asto consider those
who believe in superstitions
unbelievers. Does that mean
that you never find someone
whoisboth religious and su-
perstitious? No, of course
not. In some Western coun-
tries, for example, it's cus-
tomary for asweepto turnup
outside a church wedding to
bring the newlyweds good
luck and, to the best of my
knowledge, no priest hasever

chased one off the premises so
I think we can assumethat all
threereligions tolerate super-
stition to a point.

Asfor the roots of super-
stitions, these aren’t always
easy to define. However, as
usual, there are exceptions.
Many people, for example,
consider the number 13 un-
lucky, which is why the 13th
floors of some buildings re-
main unnumbered and many
people avoid traveling on the
13th of each month, especially
if it fallson aFriday. Therea-
son?IntheBible, the numbers
7, 12 and 40 appear many
timesthroughout both the Old
and New Testaments, which
has resulted in the number 12
being considered a lucky
number and the onefollowing
it, that is, 13, an evil one. |
know, you're aready asking
yourself, so what about the
numbers 8 and 41, are they
considered evil too?Well, I'm
sorry to say that I'm don't
know, so if anyone has any
ideas, I'd beglad to hear them.

Another common super-
stition is that it's bad luck to
openanumbrellawhenitisn't
raining or to open it indoors,
regardless of the weather out-
side. Some people, on the
other hand, believe that in
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both cases, opening an um-
brella only brings bad luck if
there’s a sick person in the
house and that doing so is
bound to make him or her feel
worse. The reason for thisis
that a long, long time ago
someone who was already
sick dropped dead just after
opening an umbrella in his
home.

Okay, now for acouple of
superstitions connected with
marriage. In some countries,
it's customary for people to
throw rice at the bride and
groom, the belief being that
doing so will result in them
having many children. When
it comes to what the bride
should or shouldn’t wear, in
countries where wearing
pearls is considered to bring
bad luck, for example, the
bride is encouraged to avoid
wearing them on her wedding
day although, at the same
time, she’s encouraged to
wear earrings, which is
thought to bring good luck. (If
she'sreally lucky, it will rain
on her wedding day - | know,
it doesn’t make sense - be-
cause then, according to the
superstition, her life will be
filled with blessings.)

There are, surprisingly,
many superstitions connected

with nighttime. Whistling,
playing drums, ch'ewing
gum, sweeping the floor or
killing a spider are al con-
sidered to bring bad luck if
doneat night, while, accord-
ing to a common supersti-
tion, if you want to have
sweet dreams, you shouldn’'t
iron your bed sheets. Oh,
and be careful; it's consid-
ered unlucky to look at a
new moon over your left
shoulder so always be sure
todoitlooking over theright
one.

There are even supersti-
tions concerning the sex of
unexpected guests. For ex-
ample, everyone knows that
if a spider makes a web on
your door, then you can ex-
pect to receive a guest, but
did you know that according
to superstition, if youdrop a
knife on the floor before
they arrive it will beamale
guest, whereasif you drop a
fork it will beafemale one?

The fact is, there are
thousands and thousands of
superstitions, some of which
make sense, more or less,
and some of which are ab-
solutely crazy, andit'sreally
uptotheindividua to decide
which ones - if any - are
worth believing in.
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How could you just leave?

Tala Rahmeh

Ramallah

y eyeswerefight-
M ing the warm
morning light as|
grabbed apillow and covered
my face with it, even though
the morning is my favorite
time of the day. Finaly, en-
gulfed by my feathery shield,
| opened my weary eyes,
only tofindthat | wasunable
to remember anything, like |
was suffering from a bad
case of amnesia. But then, as
| peered from under the pil-
low at my heavy black
sweater and matching black
pants, it hit me...

Slowly, my tearsbeganto
fall, and after moving my ex-
hausted body and making my
way to the mirror, | saw the
result: asad and pitiful face,
white as a ghost, streaked
with mascara. | stood there
for some minutes, staring at

my reflection, every now and
then whispering to myself,
“He's gone, he's gone,” as if
by repeating these words, |
could force myself to accept
the terrible reality to which |
had awoken. | just couldn’t
understand why it had to be
him, and to be honest, | don’t
think 1 ever will.

How could you just leave?
You promised you'd be there
forever, so how could you just
walk away? Remember how
we once talked about destiny
and how, after telling me that
our destinies are tied to this,
our beloved country, you said
you'd consider it an honor to
die for the homeland? Well, |
admit, | never dreamed that
you, out of al people, would
one day claim that honor as
your own...

Yesterday, as two of our
friends supported meas| bade
your farewell in that cold

wooden box, | looked at your
face and do you know what
happened? | thought to my-
self, oh, how | envy that
wretched box becauseit holds
you, and when a group of
young men raised it above
their heads to carry you to
your fina resting place, | en-
vied it evenmore, just asl en-
vied those who were carrying
you because they, at least,
could still reach out and touch
your beautiful face.

We walked for a long
time, until finally, | stood
there, gazing at the huge black
pit that was to become your
tomb. With tears still flowing
from my eyes, | watched as
others who loved you began
pushing the soil forward until
eventually, not asingle part of
you remained visible. Now |
envied not only the wooden
box and thosewho had carried
it, but also the soil that had the

honor of embracing your
body.

Today, | even envy death
itself. Why? Because it took
youforitsown, leavingmeall
aone. Believe me, if it were
to appear before me now, it
would be the most welcome
of guests. Until it does appear,
however, | will haveto be con-
tent with feeling your spirit
beside me and with knowing
that it is your spirit that will
guidemethrough the darkness
that surrounds me and to
which there appears no end.

| once told you, in my
usud timid manner, thatinmy
eyes, you were an angel, and
now you really are. May your
body rest in peace and may
your soul be with me, wher-
ever | go.

This goes out to all the
martyrs of the Intifada, ac-
companied by my tears for
each and every one of them.

RUPSTN UREN UGV RS |
oo L Skl (gine b & (ais
el a9 (s 98 Al cuis
SLELI dagas gy Luall alle
Lilewad oo LA el yauadl alle
clat sie L) G Lagaas
REVVES)

Gl g a1 9IS
a81 50 g Waiile (418 (pau JUSYI
O sle 1 gacedl g el a5 1 glga
Ol el 3ot Y diga
(o AALES (5 41 (S (gl
ISl pgdy g lis s el O 15189
o198 e slall

Sagatl (e
22 (o e el s
| oS 3L ada masf b tadi
M_a_c&_a\_d}_ll ?_Ia‘sllﬂ_»ad_,j
O o8 Jad g 158 jlawg
Ao g2 119 ol paeula SLag
ludqs‘;élga-giﬂ dia gl ol
1Sy
S )
Ligrs (o sloadll Sle wdl
‘&a_}.llth.éi@el_,.i.llb‘g:{;@.‘d
(il o (5T 50 Sle il 19T 8 9
33 slandl ¢yl aadas “H.lo;\ii.“se.lj
wal g 5 yine atial g ((Guiiall
Glabw oy welosi aylag
ald (<l . AiS g oY ghas o ylat)
30 dad § sl peuls Laals J5
s Leldu o pas pdug s aculs
s o Loy (S5 dadla
alal

Mg Lis oge Jiluw sle uldll o

S elacd
Obajll 134 Jldic
¢ palls Gudiall
ojllacg (Jle dago
BRE ] gs 4319 .31 9
99 @ (o crai
Jga e Laag yasia Y
433 3 Bl s 51 ol
Ibaddw! yaaudl masig olsdl
WEN daxa il Qg deliail g
diacuylo ol 8479 slonddl
oedl g Byt adds (o dadaladl
L3 (oo 55 L Lgiel s
Byl g
olealfl & ya2ad ‘95@.\5“ YLy
ol Qoo &3, (gade (A9
Gulll o gl ¢ Saldall (45 il
(0 S gl aas g (s o¢d) i e
e e a3 5 A1 gl
OV i
a5l Siss call ols
o s ey JlaTl g
Gleyadlg
Sl B (0 Y 9
Abdl o Al E,ai-l}ll as,af o
g padian ¥ Gl S
Lo cla ad gt Jo¥Ly
o Baa age gl 3L Jayg
S@laill g il alle
Olead¥) (po WA I8 3439
Jaald ¥ AAY e Gl ga s
w8 agao 88l g olad¥l e
uegall g lualyl Ladl ) wllaall)
.‘ab.i."
s ciaaiy Gbatl )

(So¢llg ds gl (s Lo

Js (o8 adL s
e 5 Gy glae
sSlas e daadig cliall slaw
S8 Jhuui 3T g cdrantl ¢ gall
4,0 Lo GBI iy Jad Joi e
A ye aaa Gaddl 31)91 oo
o S & a3 a8 Lad Yl g
tal 3l (po Ja ags

(AL paud il pddasdedl S31
e e e )
O JLASY) Bue oléy (P9 sty
AN}

O il § bl s
Jani cinail g gilas oy clalsl]
2 A I oS Bediadl ool ylus
Ol Sl (oadg slil) Gas (o
) 1ol

Sl Jyad) £l yacd Jglad il
oAb plis clawd

wiale pgal] 3 o (o Loy
oy s 0l 307 (5 gun
- sadenl

Jyadl Glasi s g i S
Cr Ll diing Lo ¢ oatacall
S9A9 plof g ol Al (8 caaal)
Laaas adsilald Gilsg (oils

slaiLd,
il il plyay

00 (oW (o L) Juog
Log gl ya ¥ ] g ol s
SN Adblall oda el
L 0 Y g Lo g 0 ) 5 gucaal)
ddyb Jo8 LS
sagh 8 Jbi A gal
sl Al (8 pudigll (Sl 7ol
iyl {5 40 J§S 9
Ioka i o Cpall 3108 Sis
Jiis 8L sl o pac sal
e Lacal 53] Jung 41 3 g
:Sant) elill o8
slalad (Al (G3lf Cpean &
sLal 4 al S ALYl Ligia o
L0 g Sl (y gus Lo
floleuinl g
Lo 13] (sl pLsY) 3983 ai
5 SN Gla
2 (J5luill e o ¥ Ling
dasandl elac (po s lEied) @m’l
slacall &4, aie g SPliadl Sua
9 0 1518 Gl Glaeu T
s jlad ddans (5 9¢d) e
Sal b Jus g daiall yard) Hlad Lgad
e QL) (e agda Js
L 1) g Lo Coal) U]
U og jla ¥ S15 eils
Bt
Jreg a6 83 G s 88
Jogasd Jedall (s s sll) dadeuss
() =S @ud JILYI of ol
AT U Y0 addl § duadacul)
Agaliio Bbilgs Jand oy

1 Janad! 1aLal

A ,f jaall o AL 5L Ul (eSde ilSdie £ 5l e 9521 I UG 1588 3358
o 0 S i il Lo 5 ok o 1 g S5 Sl S ol i
99 ybudill (g0 Uidas macul Ui i iy st yoall o 91 & Jliil 50 sl gt o Slg
il s g sl e iy 081 el (Sl il b Bty 5.
D S 359 (il il Lo 18S9 . 9o )W il i aila oS Liaig

" ok LS ilaa @l gy b o : S Lilg « gl

) e

b Ll allall b Al g als il B gl casal il ala o clle Y
shasdl N saifalg Y adall ¥ jdall el Ldas ol pavb ol Lid (e o
S5 ol ol M sy g il Wl i il el b
Ry 9a

il puily ARLN) i g oS T g ol 53 e gl o 2l .1 i
S s Hin yall cyur by S gLi%) 7 guailly JLasnll o MaS Al . M) 5 s o
ol Lif :elld o clabigo 1S 131 celaally yuolgill (y0 s 51519 (5 31 I BLid
(S B po oLy f i a3 yiid

&0 aurbiall Sl Lo juuall gu o5 Sa gl usdall Ll oy Elaail
Al s Mal sy Al rall 1.5 ) s Sl ¥ gl Adluallpusc
iy By yong A 153911 1 (gl s iy oLl e sl o
ol

il o i i ¥ Al pudidly ALY g0 A5 3 o ¥l 519

Gagll S dly

audlS! 5 yadll bt

5gulg Ao bttt gl (4o gmtmteS i il clole pilic Akilad potlf cpo ALY s Lif
90 I3 8 Ceuaally (22 5o g Camid il ()3 g0 il T SiiSlg . Amadedd
sy b cualii il Jomll Ly Gt (48 L cadilll BLid s il

(Seic calidng gl (Slg . clldy lea yLay dild Blisy wilds s Lodic Bale
Zhad W Auuwilly i B gliso pilmons Lao ¢ puall b gidelusal (51 (S (puivarl Uil
o ot sLEUYN (y @i g « i § y¢rid Bl 0.2 7 il ) et g g yelidso
Lagaut Lgud & yLilii i) Bongio MY Uoliiillg Jamll Lo gano yllal

guaill sl aSio Lin
o9
il

" P g

shguat o laail US il calone B9 gl ye o (g ZLad ¥l (y0 gl 23,y ) gl
o hguinll 2 13 (o g . Lage (ot 3 (30 91 (Sl (pamiansy (g0 s g
el 30 Vi 5001 31 35 Audallyg laliho yoldle 3gavg puie adids gf o gganall
e Uil e ol Ay ) 331 ity o L s LBl s
(Ot Sl S e S 3 i B (s g0k (49 (o Aains 91 (10 )
B 939 g il Uil il gy Ty 2 fly o .5 g il
A gl 2 1 5l o 5 ot il Bl 2B 7 8 030 g
g (ol (g0 SIS b bl g paldnally sdiluall B sall o) Aumaall il gall
il b yel: 5158 e Maax a5 (392 5S1g 2l yelilin 6 gl i (s Elomuaai
el (gl Bl S el (46 g i f el i i e ol (s i Y
i g i L i il iyl g g Ll st (4 1 s ol 4 9S53 Ly g
- Logho yuk (0 i gh il yuar 59 iy

alll (593 s o Judiiausall moadead| laddadiillg el asill lloy Liluif ol aSGg
o Ll b g Mkl s lgSiiai il pusbilly BN 5 Ladha JS.kig olkivn ol
Acliiol i ALl yual b g pllad § gl g cLias] cligiin

Gl S Al

AL 330« + o blill S3ute

Asc o) gi Adlalall sigau .. il @SISLiio Jlaayf 193 i X
Pl y 319 zeibaill ofbassh S g Lowiass 9 Arasa (SR g Auanall g
sl

e Sl Jlwyl o 02-2343428/9 oo bis Jlai ! pSiSas
g9 JSIY ik s le AN g 02-2343430

e-mail: pyaara@pyalara.org




Yor bl / G gglS Sl g

odas LA i Las . J glboi & y3dlg
Olesd] (37 (le (I S ulsl)
Sl g pl RVl paa yud

Seliacol el (95 O wad &
cBasi ‘;I 0% Of el
doa pgaai sl A o) 3

ST 153558 1 i Sl

Baslusd] (o £ 93 5T el g ol

Loyl Al Susbutl o2 Lad

ST 38y ada] (] o s

o Baslivs (N dalay S Les
¥ g

(ro oLBLEL (galf Ll yIf elids Ja
Sellas

it sl g ¢ Sl Y il )
il B 13 g Jardl pas (o
(e Ule cualy Jlad paie S
A1 (30 aa

olad dudghuus 51 clule o83 Ja
Sl youtl

33 9Ty Hed] of Las
pLd sl (o 1 98831 9 ] 922935
Lan g oolg LT Y] dad Glaas uaa
sall 5 Jgheakl Ll e s 38
(SIS Y (8 O py

Seaiat) (S ddaless) sao Lo
A g of a3 ulall Ga
=Syl g pis elBusi g
duclaia¥l aloawlitly oyt

Axibglly

§ el 3yt Alslas (553 s
Aa dolaos lolas § ol
IS S93] Umy ool e SBaly
st cuaicl G s doola @l yial

<Ll Mo iassl g ¢ gl

9 @lazaa (4o Sasluus AITS Ja
Sleuiu ho

Cro Baslivs codli 1S3 Y

S cLola pusall oo doucu o i

oA o OLeulal Jale s

593 Ble, Liags 3l Slaa 3
Aslall elalaay

felalls paial) Gl Al Ja

a3l Lobali yusall e
A5 I (519 ) il i glolas
G JULYI (s dolh g agie
T ]
il s Sy (S g La gl
il o 3915l

581 gleakls 2l Ja (13
¥ oLBLAS] udf LIl LS Y
oaddd il (o BT g9 (Sl
ST Jans 0 931 (Sl 0l (Flas yud

GleY pky 1yl

lnall Andal als by L (0 digplgs Log (obilmalls BRIl Lo g gall (po il le (S giong clialo i o "yasli gl ) g ¥ 9ilS (p0 ST bl ol pallad Glaall p gy Aurlias
- elacalal) il slish cyo piS 30 b acind ) Ardaadll y guall puid e Randiig qgilehisly ALl Lavlall 593 wadlge ylelal B ol ¢yl olg el lll Liad gaianall b diilhg
b e 408 G pddyg ¢ Ligmua (po 094y Lao kil e Al @R ggam duh Baylgll  Mlildallg y ylaL 1galhg «Banlal 12 alge sy e gl Aualil vl 992 byl g

A ) Allel g ... coanlll mudno (40 Bl

ASlaill (90 Laale tescall 3y
0 yih Jf (597 Las cole 5 dewen jas
Sl coudl g 8L s Je guu yo¥l 0l
&o Jarlldagis cuagll Juall (s
(o e ALl s gls g eiadl g
Oyt g A53E ALusd (¥ Lai . yanl)

Al S Jary Lols

8yl ol 481 wus 94 Lo
Sl 98l g w23 A Laoi
cp VM ale
Siagsh (S guul yall el 9 Lo
S Gall ia Sy
Cralel (&) gheu plic g ¢ Slaisy)
JEYSCPMENVIE I PR N PP
8 YY) e Sl 2l
Ayl A e Sigat

e o]t o £l 3 5002 >

Sauaadl gl ¢ slalll Syal
gl Julya

adg yuBnd gaf Buge vans aand
GosLilall g2 galll 7y Jans 949
T2y ) (S phaadl BB
0958 1 Y ool St Aulial) ASLey)
98 Lo (LA g deadil Ladls | yuaiic

ok L
il (o &39S 8 ¥ asad alg
OLS (L) &g 953 A5 ol 430
)1 (8 L i oY) i
bl il Lasa g dusle pads
Fodl A yias @il yaall (o
i ad 4 Y Ayl
SIEN Gaall sy ety
B2y dloy cible] cuens  puiled)

pdac gy dale 59 pd gainall 0 §laall zoa

23 ) Sl jh o yuiiinl g
poda Lo agd pudsg a8l odga
PUBTIE PNELTERPEY
ALY a4 8 duaig
BasSall yat cilualy
8 510l (o g 9y ole agaandig
Yiglglalaellull o guai Al
pirlas Las dLaagas | g)glats
U5 e laog agraions o (gl
e i S Sl gl gl
‘gale Glesd] (571 Lgheu jlao
5,Ale cully Lo Ao gSall Sy
L WNENPY PSR SRS
pLABAY 3t (Blal duls Lo
Y9 laluiaf A8l (noli g ‘e"))LH
Blat) labiial b gia Y1 ol pis
o Bgea Lia dagig dils
Sl (1954 8,159 pamads
LA A gl L3 gl

Sl jans (S oY) Jog il
Sl ST Jlyf pas )
aat) (I s g1 L yeas
Gl Ll g) (o8 il gty
¥ Uad aaly) 5 putiacs (Glaadly

] a5 G Luale 13U (Sl

pladdl os Sals adig duige &,k
PO O G gl g gpadl p9alls
@b Jag AT paddi i 4
5 03a (o (il BLak

r o o s gall
Lilie i allall Galatl o
le bl opilacllilidegall AU
0g—dyi B . % \ LS pioal
ORI ™ L (Y TS (1 Y et
49N yS a3 " . L R EN]]
289 celld Coseany dllbley vt dc lag
0 dag ey wlaaly oo
= ph—d oud yuai¥y
Sasasa) Alall (oS 1,50 4l o LaS (Jaadl (S
8 AT L g¥ S Glakl i Y) Ladas il o dacubacall SLaall
B iy oagag oin G pllalial (i (oo (ol Blat) Slaa

re (Salg i giiag Lilllae Gy
Gaslbeug ‘d.l.a:a..;.otad.“as_“\.ll
Blall o (placuld 8 (pl 3l
(@3l (50 yiST Sk aalailf oS

48 (5 0 pealinn (8 Gusalll S gae
J-;‘Ij@xﬂmbﬂemey‘g e

Asalill S0, 90
Js candl 138 sie yelfl 83 Y g

Lot spana i
il

spaiall e dlle 3lak) Ja
s Y adaans 8 55 d (pal
Sl pmatiat) of i Sl 3 glas
el

S s g Glaa )
s oyl (o Lasls aiall
IS0 § daaded Gl g gaadll
-daaliag S g lai (s

eaiat! e dle yud Glatls
G0 0y BS s s 9
OF L 4 (o g (bl 5t
Qradall 2allg (39S (o8 adlus
plASYL 1yaaa (1553 O Gl 4y
b el paie (sis

Gl guylas o disas Gladl g
Sl s Jga sl y dmalaisy)
bgict! Jeig cawlat)

podi alll al> muuco
Oilnall b gl dule 4

gledll g slaygl>
g3 800 sl 953 age

Ly i L ol Linions g6 juad] (o apanl] i
ple 9 398 pgd S yulY) (S 9l S gy pAu g g (o el (fF 0
.alaalg

92 doladl claladl (593 () ddala yeull (4o s Culddf ud g
(L o ]l BT (0 gilas o el (0 0828 (y gy
s sl | g 3 38 (9595 Lol BB o | galy o8 (15395 Lol
daani Alilall (¥ 5 aiabl (o Ty ¥ £3a Blatl oSty ASleyl o3a
oo pats g £ AL 138 L (S Aaladl Glalal 593 diley 8 Al
Aolall clalall 55 (o 595 NI AT A9 (L3 4l
sepeilol gt (o A4dlf 03¢ paiakl doud S311 Lo

alail) Aol e g it L8 g3 (yo A4l 534 oy paiak ) (y] aiic]
- laadl shiall 8 38,08 g qaiad) (g6 554l g
5 palle] g eipaf (e Lusipal o) el Ja

Lo (IS Eaan o 5a8 (30 (o pliad] 55 5393 S Juuls AT Wllia
sams Gilay (LS G saneg iy - Llis (lasg (pea Hul
B S Ly gas o cllis
§ aSusl lae Hieol digS sane Alilall Jolad ius

o e g pralaio Al o1 31 95 358 ghians 395 O i
I (995 AT IS G g pilas 33 Liaal 65 jua) 3 i gl Glatl
BLis Glas sans (f J9S) of (giiSa Linglg LS SI3 43 U1 Lo
s a9 0 (Sas Y 8y ges cilaliial JS f ali 3 Basa
Soall (b d39alg sane (s el s (apaddi Ja

i (=g pBladl g LA L33 G el ¥ sl 8 2
e (g galat] dlags (3l aans po &l AL g s jubf (S Hasaill 992 9
139 .0yl (499 alras dold Cal dlleak) 638 9 (Blarll S & grall
iis Ll BLS Ao il o glans () dsalaog di3ilua] ) £1a3 dag
ALt 03¢0 S s ¥ Al S yal (b (coladal) kbl 6 1ile

JA Aslif (e B )las 98 upladl o i3S (8 (slalial] adiyl
eadat) g daitlg il (acalS Lelghst At s yeal) Silo glakl
toulas cLILLA g Aaslall (6 daclaial] dasidl (il iy Giale
Aolil) Slaliall 5ed o Jolalll b g galais

oo Jolaill 8 liie¥) cpns LadaT Al Y e (i1 (sulas dllia
5 i (4 (350t GEBLARI (5o S (19 el (3 i i Lot
O9d Jaall Glas 38T o Las alall guylall o8 aalaill g s
(0 52359 . Jas U pLAL £liST a8 pgil g 1aliie! (3latl Auliss
Llad 5 lgaseas (e ¥ (5ol
Sipdlaaldas gsal g Auolilf Colusnu BI Lgoulls il Silasil el Lo

135S (o LaS . (nSLak) (o 3,098 83 (e JAda Cilewudhl 038 (o 4l
Cruaasl Pk A3 s 5 g S g y0 yat ileasahh 534 lasa] yo
LLATIYY 8,38 i85 Loais ) ¢S5 crlloleis o
Al duuade 51 o) digd] (e lual pllu ) olg Gaw J&

s gl ASLat) Lgass 3l (1 yae) Assna 56 2ans (IS and
e B 00 g6 o glavus (51 19,51 88 sl Aulial of 8 5 Ly Ol
Slaliia¥l (5 3 loadl (po dxislacatill duids ol Alalealf 0 5893 53 Lo
?g.\hali?l 9 @LAI\_AYI aall e of g Aol

S L 51 Y Sy dlils allus Jlakl 138 e oy dlaleall
L Lias 529 Y e gsall Sleasull fa piall o i
a3 sla Lof JLakl 134 o3 Alslall Jualill cslescads JS (o cn
Lgio S g dins CS1aAT &l duyad crlaliie g Slind auii g oo,
Glad Glakl Ml a g
&g Siladus pus paiab) ) Llas] (1383 (AN Aluyll o2 Lo
9 yasls

ML (Y (aial (s B0 03 aas B o) piad) 5 o
(5 S Blanl g ) 5 e pgilaas 1355 () (Sany (9,Sks
s 13ais ¥ eya agd aaial



Yeof L/ G il Sl g

s b oo o Bl lodll duman

oyl g Sl b 5uS 599
&ainall g (pudilzall

S el 3y glatio 8¢ g ol gui
(BLabl &l a3 e 8 yaill 8yt
Eoi O (Sas Sl Jaadl ¥l g
B e e G
NVRVIES gs:""
da.adians o Glak) Jeldd sue Lo
feal] dgan g3 (190985 (s3I

1o Jell (1553 O (S ks
peaas g3l @lad) (¥ (Jle (5 gieus
el
giigs slay] o8 dald Al y il
oiay dsslaiall dbay il Lo
Blaall peuledl 80af A4t I
SRSt it e e
s Blabl o9 dold diuadid
1,318 meas dunandl o da A5
pas g (Soladidy) JHEILY s
ks alatiel) 5,400 ‘;9 sl
iduns 3 01 ,AYI
G9y3 SaS @SSyl IS (e
s@lat) ao paiall Jolas

ld (Y ¢ oY Al Cxall (po
do= Slaaig bl | glias
oSy (ol o8 ASLeyl o351 g
{planald (o Blat) pud g ple Jsels
Aalalf Jgall (3o LA yaé (yo s
e
(Al alat) 0 37 (pSladls
ds Jasd) als al dif ag, (1444 als
O (S

(el 431 911 (5 Las
885 Jgad (ol 91 hadaculdl
s Lol (Gladl ) pasals
0 VAV als 8 LB Yl
2T (5 & ( Sl gl unll llao
OLS (placuls oS ASLeY) Gl
JOEAY dunan dais

Jolailf saias elld ¢y an¥l g
oY qradial) Bl o 3lall pe
s Ja3YI ga 88AL padal
dols dgaagig Glatl g Jolail
Elaiaho dud ;i Losie
¥ S LAl g dsacyll (Jaalill
Laif g cpSlat) Jaalis b i
e
et el e
s@lat! ags

Aailastl adiglall caold
G (9 alblds dsganas
e i) gl mte
o i Al (5 glena o
Sl el gl
Slalad) o) Sags &l yuwuag
Slals siads jlat) Goiag
EWNES IR

G s Y Al dalgd 99
elawyoall Lol yialg ¥ila
9= 9008 () ! 43
g @latl Jaadi Jal e &S
9 i (3l palial] S 43 gia
Olalll dunan gy dlal (1 causs
Sualy ygabu G (S diaseal
Bt Al il dli 038 (o
sty gle guall ols
gilelis

o5 bl 152Gy
9oLy / dydghSipgylidupia

(ol GLal g satiag
289 e (e 8yl i L,
S o Al Gl dsnas
Lgoudl il crlouillg o gl
£1531 A8LSs ¢ taulilf Glaall
S Bl 8 LS g ASLey)
das Lisyal 3l A3l gl g0
ALl <8l
plaiayl b dasaall cles sie
Seplakls Adbait) as bt s

OLach) dunas Caaanals i o
1S (1400 ale  punilf 8 dunscat
o 1572 e s sl
LgS1aR ad (o Bud g Lgasl 5
Laaanll ciald VA ale 3
ol Cplad) dasil p g pulia sl
) s g 15 gl g
giale g ASLELYT Slas dasd
e
A (o g amgmiad (31BN iy
82 a3

Syaa Lo dlelyo caai ady
(Blaall Lot "closil dul gackis
e Al (5 (et Eunay
Lebalions Al GlBLeY) A g3 Lo
Sdasaadl

ol gt Bamanl Jalas
Jolazs Ll s yalf eslileyl g
( sealsead] sl Lo o L
(sl (5 gk ole 19,50 (il g
B35 e S A o plaiaYlg
(e (0 |y e yisY agn¥ (JULY)
EAY Cadll olas
Lol 1 ol Slall o2 Lo
sle BLadl paaita b Lnaa
“dadiae po Jeldal

L) oLe duaanl) saia
B el e I
Gy f-abudi (g aludiylg
s (3355 Al (56 Al (JolSis
£55 e alaiey L il judy Blats
bl () LS . Lgda ju g A3Ley)
e
Slaliial agday BLall Juii
Cale asa S adlew yo¥l 132y
5uls39 dranl cilbLIA aaiall
Gl s e
s 53-8 9 sl ol
:‘r.a_f_d}_llj ‘ro.m‘,.ll (s gt )
ol g &l bl (el
R
(las Lo el 1 311 50
Py Aol cilaluiall g 5is
o Sliudall Lilass asudis
daald 8 duelaia cilosd a8
gt Lo L usai () el o
Asnanll

Pl pud LA dafuall
a5 Blat) o Jalais (531« it
ol 138 p 1S g s 533 £

S yaYl pe caigll simyy  Lle} umd

Sl o8 @ gl o s
09-ST @isag (@9l dvuyaas
‘;s by 30 g “;ngSj il A
A (il (ol G (pradae
.0 ydaad n‘;l.: Jdilacy ‘;s
Jol A

Oluye sue I dalas da gl
e oSl 4aesd G ol o
] fucs g s sl Ol 3
Bb il Solescu3h alins i )
gio o8 Lo JS Al Croend gl ga
(= Ay SIS () 9 lesd (o
OLaY) jaay

i

Sloadlls Blat) yacis Lo | puis
il gl Alaliell Lgauds i)
IS o (o (8 Al
olabaall ¢ sal Luwlis gilasd
Gloaddl (e (4 (5 9 ol
ket Rt
CRPEERPRUN PREIIRE RN
b atag ((Jupm ) Ak
(e oY) 13 3R G Lidaliy
obss)
5 i AalS

99 ] oslum ddas da gu
¥ agall Lulls dalill cilaliay)
Vi qagradlye (o ) gacks ()19 f gt
S Lol g pgaaias oo | galadiy
O i O S il g s 8
54295 OF (Bl g pasda
Soluaca3ll ol 9311 93 ks )1 g pdad)
spgacbous (§ ua i3 ol (S

Oleacdl (o #las dagay
Of gedatiods (Al dalad] g dadgud
945 dals JA3 YT Sasluat) dl auds
S @l ¥ s (| g lias
A (S ¥ g cdaslad & ouilias
ALl S 9B o LA S 95
I e Lo Lgat g daacall
Aoy o) ALl oz gaydd Cpiall)
Ayl

$oaa hiad ¢ pigual

p sy el po plas] ) abasy
S e (9 Lo s san
Jadicatf

39 gas oMl (F 5 39
PR A Aot b dialedy
Lilia 48 983 (yo 5 ,aills

O (Sy38 ((pealaall Al Laj
a9 139 .4 wuyw‘;y.am
¥ ila g4 didolas (8 juai
S §adiews

g Al (s 5all 59

Gt (g8 ssall LIS () g3lats
i j9lais f of e gSall
‘ﬁ CL\—.' C)—a ~“ - 3 ” ‘9‘| - ) |
af,90 Ol ellilg allls (Vv + =0+ +)
OF 151 13] Lt o s 19 -phage
1ol ) Lead pald dinchd pd
et () (51 A yak s Alalea

Jai 5 ylai

Lidaas gag dalas Jadaaly
L Jal! Jolas (Sl & jlall s
(0 smls 45] Jgdug idle] pa
s aiall (e pUads¥l g Loyl
g arAl d e o
Ly dal

@] e | 98,85 G axa Sly’
19fams cenlaelatial) aluds Lt

i b sy ll) il g g o delas

2853 ol g (S (o
Ll (IS 9lg gaiadl 3 glal)
~eSlels & padi Lo (o3 Lasl g
(;_'t.".s.c.Lu ol ol 3h Y9l g
diaadid Glaall o Gulll e
Lo pmaiadl Erégal_”a_,_ll 03999
sslie o SMha) ips Luallas il
) ol

Sluiadtl o dndas a9
93 == ) dpsladiay)
Lo U2 dslall ailabaiay)
sl Y ailailss) (o Glaall
> hgiadiig Lgale 0 o
Jasdo g Meld | paie Glatl rsas
o34 Giaal 38 g amadiakl u._9
syl o8 Lo ua ) Ol
Lkl ) Builiall 5 a0

91 g dalias g olddly
ALl g Glatl cilals (Jalais
el (el (S ol g9
Lass dola (bl (s (5 i |
&S GrAL padl a9 gs Glads
AT Gl

Al yall aclio Ll

9! (s dpdas Gy

A il g o plady) AR sl yull
o Las ol s daod)
AL S (A daeal jalf of g

Gomadl (hias 1 3yl
Sl gl Jusl

Lo pgn sl S Bleyl gl
= Lyl Glus) dag (S
B yxhuall dicu af 5§ Lgale s
Ll Sl A s o) didle]
(0 el Log pual] Ao (133
a3 ) (501 Las “;Q.I.; 0 guiis
(o Al glo 538 s 8 il 930 9
(9 40 Al by paad (a3l
£ Uaial 3] Y] sl 38 Jolas (i
A Sl plaaad @iyl 48 o
Q) Sla (I 8

48 (0 o sgane dalas
Cro el i 8 Jal sl A8 20
Gy g s § i () yand)
(el ali ) il
e Al A Al d jaas
O a3 Al yall T 30 (0 e I
ol plowe Js (A9 .8 pudilatl
o Baslanas 6 phuad) didudd
ol gual jalf o gall yuial
sai g8y deyid) () dlogly
dewad (o &3 §%0 8 yuS AliLe ol 30
RSPECPIWIYPEN

et e R
Al Bladis Lasd ailygaco
A yoas Flaily) (o (S S
Vo S doas (5G9l
olaaaall yaasoclaa
L )3 Gpines L gy g paad)
(o S gdiall malio LeIMA i
Al g SIS gy
LAY ple Jamal g gad £ 35
Al gdlia g (yoladl sagd deuyao
A g o Sl gawall aas
Saslowas Lgda pi (S g ol
351599 Aulaalill cilewu 31 (saa)
Qo) e g palasil] g s il

ad ylas o dddac
ALY yfebiasr g 2aional
@H 98 el G

aliley) (po
| g 2

duad ) oo Glean fuon
) g g 51 Jka i jlacs 9 533 59
S &9 gl (o Julilf saall e g
AL L3 laas (53 ol (223
29 3T (plall o 3, A0
&R O pSas ol bl £ g3l (40
WS (¥ e disl g . padd (6Y
Y9 (il g8 BILAS Y (L yias
A glatl de el glaia

U g pdaeald (4 (40 ad I e
Ol Lgisas Y gie Luad (1 YY) ol
Aol g (ol Hladyl (po S S
8 yasl) y gSlas () ((nSlak) G (po
5 ia ASulia Bl le il le
A sllal) Jgladl slasls gl lo

£y ) gl Axlall
Saldll rp0 dmia @l Glld (Slg duuly 2dd

9588 (e QL ()l geu g
dade (guny (o JSulis 8 lacudl
8 9bad B dud pad (9o Sulalll
Qe e Lagud o allg . S3
o Laglanival gll A0 gl
T Lalic Lalad o8y g .o yaill
(@l Cals a3 s ge J 580
Slas Joi &3S &aa daslic
okl 1aa Gdaa Aabadd
1 935 ag] Cxtaca g o S&ll & bt
wlall gaal (o8 £l Aa0 oe
Aoy g A0 5,58 SIS Lgiss
- dlss jud g dalall
S goladda dnlse) Jsa g
G s (po sl e eia
) 45,58 Hlasls ;988 4
Ny 9929 0 g didfag Lo yuic)
{3 (S 8 9lt) 53481
AT 19 go il g 52

Olaaa (Sl dlls I sui A 39
Al 5 gas jlatal (8 daws 988
Eaad daal L] S S Laaag
Lo (lao 43dla g (e yadild L
-0y (4o 8 yulis dwslewdl S ols
658 e aall Ll Lo
s Glaald an il o (g
wlly e sgai glatl (Slg daans
OLS Amasaill g 331 Y1 5 9ds
5 JgY) il alis Jaaill
) JETH
Jaall L2 adle
s edaaa G Glaaa al i
el (o8 43) goudl plads Gl (ile)
S5 (LS 43 g (sl Lgun s
pidlan & ylacall 9 gl (LS (Gaasd)
@isya Glaady w3 s (e
Al opasadolaag (duudls S8

Ol g 134530
Ryl 053 By 30

Ll Lglinas Al Sl
el Lo il Yslg aoplas
(s pracailly 5o YL ol jlasy)
Blaad) ae basillgalsial
el e ol

8 o ol plaan (cuuge
A s AL Al (pola
Gy b SIS iy ¢ 95
Sy1Y) (8 pticua L] Sulged Juid
) A gl

&aisall ylaie

& iBe o (g J 9B
Olesd] (58 agane Jolasi” oY)
O gl (Sl (Sl (b
Lala (L pgaiald (s iy o



By Nisreen Abu Ata
TYT Reporter

s an eighteen-year-
old, I know for a
fact that under nor-

mal circumstances, the ma-
jority of students do not like
school. Following the out-
break of the Intifada, how-
ever, it suddenly appeared as
if thiswere no longer true. |
think thereasonfor thisisthe
fact that attending school
was no longer just an obli-
gation. Instead, it was also a
challenge and a very impor-
tant way of showing the
world that we were not only
responsible but also deter-
mined to prove that regard-
less of the odds, we, the Pal-
estinians, would always suc-
ceeded in leading as normal
alifeas possible.

Evenuntil now, thereare
closures and checkpoints,
tanks surrounding our towns
and cities, and continuous at-
tacks being launched against
our homes, and yet, through
it all, we have continued to
do our best to attend school,
even if it means being told
to turn around and head back
home or, worse still, being
shot at. Of course, students
are often scared, especially
as the word ‘death’ has be-
come such acommonly used
word, and in many ways, we
have almost forgotten what
itislike to be teenagers. Af-
ter al, some of us have lost
friends or family members
and with every killing that
we hear about, it scemsasif
our hopes and dreams con-
cerning the future fade fur-
ther and further into nothing-
ness. Yet, in spite of every-
thing, the Pal estinian educa-
tion system continues to

graduate thousands of stu-
dents.

| remember the times
when reaching our schools
was practically impossible.
Even then, however, many of
us succeeded in continuing
with our studies. I, for exam-
ple, agreed to meet my fel-
low classmatesin aconvent,
though of course, wearing
our uniforms was out of the
question, as, had the Isragli
soldiers spotted us, we
would have found ourselves
inserioustrouble. Every day
| would be scared that some
of my classmates or teach-
ers wouldn’'t make it to the
convent, the reason being
that with the roads being
closed, they had no option
but to take dangerousroutes,
often with disastrousresults.
| have to admit, seeing our
teachers risk their lives in
order to make it to the les-
sons really made us admire
them all the more and cer-
tainly played a role in en-
couraging us to make that
little extra effort in terms of
studying, both during the
lessons and at home.

In the Palestinian case,
continuing with one’s educa-
tion is no longer something
that istaken for granted. All
of us have to struggle to
reach our graduation day,
and in some cases, we never
liveto seeit. Onethingisfor
sure. All of ushave achoice
- either to giveinand let Is-
ragl put our liveson hold, or
alternatively, to fight back
with every tool at our dis-
posal, including our resolve
tofinish our education. | am
proud to be one of thosewho
went for the second option,
just as | am proud of each
and every Palestinian who
did the same.
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The Oxford English Dictionary defines the word * happy’ (and 8k daad) Sladll Jad ¢yl () (placuld
thus: fortunate; lucky; feeling or expressing pleasure, content- Llad Lildsy (Luiig clal LS (s Llisg Lias Lilss
ment or satisfaction. Of course, these definitions are general L1 oY 5 (3 Lad . JUIYI (40 pgralinn g elagulidl (5o sasall b gluus () gracui g passd p g3 JS (S
and every individual has his or her own definitions of happi- o glids S
ness; consequently, what pleases one person and makes him LgS SRR (ST Lgand Lo L yall A1Salf 638 £ 9o (las) o4l Sue Ju§ Lo Lisalis w8l <
or hﬁr happy could be entirely different from what pleases ?e.m_,_;él.u AL Ayl Lelali] G ol dala) 19305 aghi af Selld )y duiuacald
another. N - N J.Lau_ll Mu‘a.a‘gujl.mwuyubwsdlsbﬁﬁguwd Log

| personally find much happiness in satisfying my (.- X Jh lev&uu Gomydann g T g (5 e 4l S5 45 S8 S 593 8,38 Al
phygglfjll ind psycf:olglglhcal nr?dﬁlnthgimples;/vay . ol Lusd Lo JU el Tuges (ol il L 30y gy - e J 9805 LS a5 ¢y g  Siadawaldl
possible. As aresult, although others might consider N (SLSYI e Y gana alad (LA, LAIS JUs g LausS 3318 o i) oY daes JSo awudl g .l
that possessing gold and money makes them happy, b‘ﬁh. Ly Guadll Crals Lo g jlean dlia als Lo g canl g jiuui dlia als Ls 75 o cils
asfar as| am concerned, they areacurse and not a ) 3 guila
blessing. | admit that, like everyone else, | liketo L IS 3 m’“""‘:""ﬂf"
have money, but only enough to pay for my ba- ST e .. [sﬁ}ﬁiwal byl pgde

sic necessities. Moreover, athough | enjoy wear- ;E“C_‘;, o oo seig & ‘ »! SI
ing jewelry from time to time, unlike others, | 5.0 2o gal .. sl ”
could just as easily do without it. In other S IR e g Jauta

words, gold and money are definitely not the Sllal (al8 (3 LSy glg - sl Sl Cilalsl 038 Glealll Glas of
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source of my happiness. saﬂtiets;i ‘;,.14.4_,?-.39.1 L Lgiaa .. ‘,,as.“ Ssa ‘59&9.\.\.;5 ._,Lus -"“""J'f’:‘s o

One of the things that does make me st N .,.cn...'nj Jalaillg e Ladf ... yaa (po ad el u.,_,.;ytsm_m ,@3.@&

happy is being surrounded by my family and " AR Y < . il plB Griad A oo (illyg el gy cuily oo opnil] Gpaidhe O 6t

friends and knowing that they are all in good e JUk J@'“"“g‘%i glls ROy e el S e ASlo L elaai
health. There is a saying in Arabic that goes i e W il pl)/ el s

as follows: “Contentment is an everlasting e, o, BB
treasure,” and indeed, contentment is some- ot U R

thing | value, especially as by being content T . ( LQ
withwhat | have, rather than grieving over what %I w m‘ J ‘M‘ & S 4
| don't have, | find that my life becomesso much ol g :

easier. '

There are, of course, many other things that
make me feel happy: having a clean conscience,
for example, as well as helping others and trying
to brighten their day. | also feel happy when every-
one else around me is happy and when there are no
disputes, problems, or wars marring that happiness.
Something that recently made me very happy was be-
coming aware of the sense of unity that exists amongst my
classmates as well as the current attempts to abolish pollu-
tion and save the environment.

So, what does happiness mean to me? | would have to an-
swer that in my opinion, happinessisaword that means love,
charity, peace, and al the things that are truly important in
life. Wouldn’t you agree?
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An Endless Winter

Itissaid that life progresseslike the seasons of theyear, but if that isthe case, then
why arewe, the Palestinians, still awaiting the relief that comes with the

arrival of spring following along, cold winter? Could it really be
that we are destined to suffer endless pain and humiliation

simply for being who we are?

The Israglis, with their usual arrogance, have for
many years continued to use their brutal tacticsin

their attemptsto silence the defensel ess peopl e of
Palestine. This, however, has not resulted in us
becoming silent. On the contrary, their brutal-

ity has strengthened our will and made usall

the more determined to never bow to those

who oppress us and commit col d-blooded
murder while the ‘civilized' and ‘ demo-

cratic’ Western countries stand by and

remain silent.

Where are the human rights activ-
ists when it comes to the loss of Pal-
estinian lives? Are we to assume that
we are not worthy of their protection
or that we should not feel outraged
that the whole world, apparently, is
turning a deaf ear to the cries of in-
nocent children who are being sav-
agely murdered, one after the other?
WEell, if that isthe case, then | am sorry,
but | think the whole world has lost its
mind, not to mention its humanity! The
Israelis and those who support them
should know that for every Palestinian
they murder, another ten will cometo re-
place him in the fight to liberate Palestine
and that although they are perfectly capable
of killing us, our soulswill live on, and there
is nothing in the world that they can do about

it.

In conclusion, | have amessage for anyone with
an interest in the future of the Palestinian people, and
my message is as follows: | am a Palestinian, a proud
one, and regardless of whether or not you agree with what |
have to say, | have the right to speak out and to demand that | be

treated as a human being, not as some kind of animal. Let the long, cruel

winter of the Palestinian people finally come to an end!

A Cry for Help

We, the children of Palestine,
are seeking your help. We are
searching for our lost childhood,
but until now, no one seemsto be
ready to acknowledge that we
even havetheright to expect one,
let alone enjoy it, so | ask you, is
that fair? If you feel it isn't, then
please, let usknow - what canyou
do to help ensure that the child-
hood that was so cruelly stolen
from usisreturned?

We, the children of Palestine,
want peace and love. We are
afraid and in great pain, but when
we shout, no one listens. Conse-
quently, as a teenage Palestinian

Razan Reyad Al- Agha
L atin Patriarchate School
Gaza

girl, | feel like a scared wild bird
that has been sentenced to liveina
tiny cage for the rest of it's life; |
want to fly in the sky, but instead,
| am confined to aspacethat threat-
ens to drive me insane. | am not
aloneinthis. Onthecontrary, every
Palestinian, thanksto the brutal Is-
raeli policies, feels the same and
as if he or she is in a massive
prison, isolated from therest of the
world.

Thank God, in spite of our suf-
fering, we, the Palestinians, have
yet to lose our own humanity,
which iswhy we are able, so eas-
ily, tofeel for those in other coun-
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tries who have been unjustifiably
imprisoned, injured or killed, in-
cluding Israelis. Why then do Is-
raelis not feel our pain? Why then
do we continue to live under the
constant threat of being injured or
killed from the ground or above?
Why then do we continue to go to
sleep at night wondering if death
will come to take us during the
night?

We are searching for our lost
childhood. Can you help ustofind
it?

LinaMusleh
Greek Catholic School
Beit Sahour
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Tibet

Sheding Light on the Suffering of other Nations

MarianneAlbina
TYT Reporter

to write about Tibet sinceit has

been my everlasting goal to
show Palestiniansthat there are other
nationsin theworld fighting for their
freedom, of which Tibet is a good
example. | would note herethat Pal-
estinians have been abused for so
long that we tend to sometimes for-
get that others are suffering, which
made me &l the more keen to tell
them allittle about Tibet.

My interest in Tibet began when,
during a seminar | attended in Ger-
many, | met a Tibetan woman who
waslivinginexilein India. Thesimi-
larities between her life and mine
amazed me, especially in terms of
our similar battles for liberty. After
listening to her life story, | made a
mental note to share the details of
the illegal Chinese occupation of
Tibet and China's abuse of Tibetan
human rights for the past 51 years
with the readers of The Youth Times.

The Tibetans are not only living
under occupation; they also face the
constant threat of extinction. Denied
their basic human rights, the chances
of their being able to pass on their
history to their children have been
reduced to almost nothing. Indeed,
the Chinese violations in Tibet are
S0 many that a page in a newspaper
isnot enough to even scratch the sur-
face, let alone talk about them in
depth. | will try, nonetheless, to shed
light on the suffering of the people
of Tibet.

The Chinese Invasion

It is easy to remember the year
when the communist government of
Chinainvaded Tibet - namely 1949
- sinceit followed the year in which
the Israglis occupied Palestine. Af-
ter consolidating its control, China
violated the treaty that had been im-
posed on the Tibetan Government
and which acknowledged Chinese
sovereignty over Tibet but whilst
recognizing the Tibetan Govern-
ment’s autonomy with respect to Ti-
bet's internal affairs. Resistance to
the numerous Chineseviolationsled
to a Tibetan national uprising in
1959 and the flight to India of Ti-
bet’'s head of state and spiritual
leader, the Dalai Lama. Thus, the
journey of exile and desperation be-
gan.

Theyearsafter theuprising were
unbearable. During the 20 yearsthat
followed the Chinese occupation,
1.2 million Tibetans- one-fifth of Ti-
bet’s population - died, whilst many
morelanguished in prisonsand labor
camps and some 6,000 monasteries,
temples and other cultural and his-
toric buildings were destroyed. Re-

I t was not very difficult for me

grettably, the atrocities continue un-
til today.

Ethnic Cleansing

Ever sincethe occupation of their
homeland, the Tibetans - like the Pal-
estinians - have been the victims of
both population transfer and ethnic
cleansing. Officialy, the Tibetansare
rarely permitted to leave the country
but due to the oppressive policies of
the Chinese, thousands of Tibetans
continueto fleeevery year. Dueto the
small size of the Tibetan population
of Tibet, the country, for this reason
amongst others, is now faced with
extinction.

Chinese Settlers

Just as large numbers of Jewish
settlers have hurried to settle in Pal-
estine, so have large numbers of Chi-
nese rushed to settle in Tibet. In Ti-
bet'scitiesand fertilevalleys, particu-
larly in eastern Tibet, the Chinese now
outnumber the Tibetans two to one
and sometimes three to one. In the
rural areas, however, particularly in
western Tibet, thereare very few Chi-
nese.

The Chinese have for years gone
to great lengths to erase the Tibetan
identity, either though engaging in
direct violence or elsetrying to force
the Tibetans to assume the Chinese
identity. When | first heard about this,
| immediately remembered the iden-
tity crisis that many of the Palestin-
iansliving in the territories occupied
by Israel in 1948 go through. In both
cases, the Tibetan and the Palestin-
ian, the people have been forced to
struggle in order to protect not only
their identity, but also their accessto
their own resources.

As a result of the migration of
large numbersof Chineseto Tibet, the
language and customs of Tibet are

becoming redundant. Tibetan chil-
dren are being deprived of their cul-
tural rights and the long-term effect
of thisis the dilution of the distinc-
tive character of the Tibetan identity.
The choicethat many Tibetan parents
now have to make is whether to al-
low their children to be assimilated
into the new Chinese society or to
send them to Indiafor aTibetan edu-
cation.

With regard to the standard of liv-
ing of theillegal settlersvis-a-visthe
Tibetans, there are clear disparities,
just as there are clear disparities be-
tween that of the Jewish settlers and
the Palestinians.

Human Rights
Violations

China continues to violate the
human rights of the Tibetan people.
Fundamental aspects of Tibetan so-
ciety, including the language and re-
ligion, are viewed with suspicion by
the Chinese Government and offi-
cialy discouraged. If one wishes to
exercise one's so-called right to free
speech, then one automatically faces
the prospect of being arrested and
detained, thereby joining the thou-
sands of Tibetans who have already
been denied theright to afair trial and
imprisoned and tortured for their po-
litical and religious activities. The
judiciary, which is after all the judi-
ciary of an occupying power, cares
little for justice, being far too con-
cerned with silencing any kind of pro-
test against the Chinese Government.

Inthefollowing paragraphs, | will
talk about afew specific violations of
basic human rights to have occurred
in Tibet.

Freedom of Religion

Freedom of religionisone of the
rights that we, as Palestinians, con-

stantly fight to enjoy. We go through
checkpoints to reach our places of
worship and we need specia permits
to beableto reach our holy cities. Our
faith, it would appear, threatens the
Israelis, and it would appear that the
Tibetan's faith threatens the Chinese
Government, which isardently trying
to destroy the Tibetan national unity
and divide the people who support
both Tibetan freedom and the Dalai
Lama. One of the major ways in
which it is doing this is through at-
tacking the foundations of Buddhism,
religion being one of the most impor-
tant aspects of the Tibetan national
and cultural identity. Apart from ban-
ning the celebration of purely reli-
gious ceremonies, which are viewed
aspromoting local nationalism, China
also arrested those monks and nuns
who tried to educate the Tibetans con-
cerning their culture and religion.

Forced Birth Control

Forced birth control, including
forced sterilization, has become one
of the methods that China usesin or-
der to reduce the Tibetan population
and thus threaten the nation of Tibet
with extinction. In doing this, it
clearly violates the nationa and in-
ternational laws of protection meant
to protect the rights of Tibetan
women, who should they be so un-
lucky asto fall pregnant, can also be
subjected to forced abortions.

Housing

Many of us have experienced the
pain of seeing our home demolished
or our family’s land confiscated, and
not surprisingly, a huge number of
Tibetans have experienced the same
thing. Apart from calling for the
demolition of many buildingsfor the
sake of ‘development’, the Chinese
further impose high taxes on people

without offering citizens the bare
minimum in terms of health and so-
cial welfare services.

Language

Chinese hasreplaced Tibetan as
theofficial language. Without an ad-
equate command of Chinese, Tibet-
ans find it difficult to find work in
the state sector. Meanwhile, second-
ary school children are taught all
classesin Chinese, whilethosewish-
ing to study English in order to en-
ter university must pay avery high
price, namely, being unableto study
their own language, which is why
we now find a high number of Ti-
betan children being sent to China
to continuetheir education; in 1992,
therewere 10,000 such children...dl
of whom had been totally cut off
fromtheir cultural heritage. Also ex-
tremely worrying is the fact that
since 1994, the Chinese have
strengthened their drive to ‘re-edu-
cate' young Tibetansabout their cul-
tural past using a distorted history
program that does not includeasin-
gle mention of an independent Ti-
bet.

The Future

Itisvery interesting to note that
the Tibetan Buddhists believe in
non-violence and thus it would be
very difficult to oust the Chinese by
armed force as it goes against their
ground rules. The Dalai Lama and
the Tibetan people have used diplo-
macy and non-violent activisminthe
hope that the Peopl€e's Republic of
Chinawill be condemned and pres-
sured to withdraw its occupation
forces from Tibet. Until now, how-
ever, their attempts have not been
successful.

The Palestinians, meanwhile,
have long argued that since the
United States is a member of the
Security Council in the United Na-
tions, al the resolutions that might
help the Palestinians are being ve-
toed. The Tibetansface asimilar di-
lemma, since the People’s Republic
of Chinaisamember in the council
and has constantly vetoed any reso-
Iution with the potential to help the
Tibetans.

Tibet's future clearly relies on
therestoration of complete freedom,;
in other words, reverting to the situ-
ation that existed before the Chinese
occupation. Assuming that this
would prove impossible, then Tibet
should become aself-governing and
self-ruled state with ties to the Peo-
ple’'s Republic of China. Until this
happens, the history of the Tibetans
will continue to be that like that of
the Palestinians - a history of an ex-
iled nation that survivesin order to
fight occupation and restoreitsiden-
tity.
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