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If | were an Israell

Saleem Habash
Birzeit University

now be one of the soldiers

invading Palestinian
towns, villages and camps. |
would be a part of the de-
clared war on Palestiniansand
their legal, elected authority.
I would be highly equipped
with American-made lethal
weapons, with orders to kill
any person who moves, re-
gardless of whether that per-
son is a man, a woman, a
child, an elderly person, aci-
vilian, a member of the Pal-
estinian resistance, apriest or
asheikh

If | were an lsraeli, |
would be no doubt feel sad
about those who died in what
thelsraglisrefer toas‘ suicide
bombings'. | would also no
doubt be angry about the fact
that Palestiniansarewillingto
diethemselvesin order tokill
more Israglis. | would prob-
ably be confused, but no mat-
ter how sad, or angry, or con-
fused | was feeling, I'm sure
that | would ask many, many
guestions and wait for the ap-
propriate answers before do-
ing anything that felt remotely
‘wrong’.

If | were an Israeli, |
would believe Ariel Sharon
and hisjustification for invad-
ing the Palestinian territories.
Yes, | would believe that the
invasion was atool to combat
terrorism and guarantee the
Israelis security by, amongst
other things, physically isolat-
ing the Palestinian leader,
Yasser Arafat, together with
the citizens of Ramallah,
Bethlehem, Beit Jala, Beit
Sahour, Jenin, Nablus,
Tulkarem, and Qalgilya, not
to mention the villages and
refugee camps surrounding
the aforementioned places.

If | were an Israeli, |
would bescaredtogoto aSat-
urday-night disco in some
town or city that until 54 years
ago was considered a part of

I f I werean|Isradli, | would
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Palestineand | would probably
decide to cancel my shopping
trip to a downtown mall, built
on stolen Palestinian land. |
would feel nervous when
standing at bus stops; that is,
unless| knew that al Palestin-
ianshad been confined to their
residential areas and were no
longer athreat.

In redlity, | am not an Is-
raeli; | am a Palestinian who
was born to a 1948 refugee
couple, one of whom is from
Jaffaand the other from Lod. |
am also abeliever - along with
eight million Palestinians, both
insideand outside Palesting, in
acause, acausethat hasexisted
for over half a decade.

Today, | live in the re-oc-
cupied town of Ramallah. Un-
like the soldiers that surround
us, | am unarmed, yet for the
second week in arow, | have
been unable, along with the

tions | am asking myself now.
Why is all this happening?
Why arethe Palestiniansbeing
allowed to suffer like this?
Whereisit al going to end?

Desperation. It is a word
that themajority of theworld's
inhabitants will never, thank-
fully, really understand. What
caused the Palestinians to be-
come so desperate? To find an
answer, we need to go back to
28 September 2000, when
Ariel Sharon ignited the cur-
rent Intifada by entering the
Agsa Mosque compound, an
action that resulted in the fol-
lowing:

* More than 120,000 Pal-
estiniansbeing fired fromtheir
jobsin lsrael;

* A decision by the Israeli
Government to i sol ate the Pal-
estinians, both physically and
economically, and to make
them suffer as much as possi-

rest of ble by
myfam- , . _ erecting
ily and Imprisoning Palestin- 3 hyge
the five iansin their towns and vil- number
fthl.er lages will not result in se- o kf
amilies . check-
in our Cu”ty” for the people of points
build- Israel between
ing, to Palestin-
go past i an

its entrance. Luckily, we have
enough food, just about, and
accessto water, electricity and
medical supplies. Moreover,
until now, my brother and |
have not been arrested by Is-
raeli soldiers, and neither our
home nor the family car has
been damaged. Even moreim-
portantly, my mother, who is
diabetic and has high blood
pressure, does not appear to be
suffering physically from the
current situation. In short, we
arefrustrated and angry, but we
are still sane and alive, which,
given the circumstances, is
something for which we
should be grateful.

Returning to my hypotheti-
ca statusasan Isradli, if | were
anlsradli, evenif | werean Is-
ragli, | am surethat | would be
asking myself the same ques-
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towns, thereby restricting the
freedom of travel of thousands
of Palestinians;

* Fifty percent of the total
Pal estinian population finding
themselves unemployed;

* Thekilling of more than
1,500 Paestinians, of whom
400 were children under the
age of 18;

* One million Palestinian
students being denied aproper
education in addition to the
invasion of approximately 150
Pal estinian schools during the
many |sraeli incursions into
Palestinian towns,

* Thousands of Palestinian
children under the age of 19,
with this age group accounting
for 58 percent of the total
population, suffering from the
severe psychological effects
borne of the | srali occupation;

&
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* Numerous incursions
into Palestiniantowns, villages
and refugee camps during
which those local residents
lucky enough to have avoided
being injured or killed have
been confined to their homes;
these incursions, it should be
mentioned, have clearly added
to the psychological burden
now affecting every Palestin-
ian;

Thelist does not end here.
Were | to list every atrocity
committed by Israel, especialy
in recent weeks, | would be
hereindefinitely. Sufficeto say
that the 53-year-old occupation
of the Palestinian territories
has finally pushed a large
number of Palestinians to the
edge, and that fact, not a de-
sire to spill Jewish blood, is
why they have become “terror-
ists’ in the eyes of theinterna-
tional community. If theworld
truly wants to see peace pre-
vail in this part of the world
then it must understand that it
is not “Palestinian terrorists’
and*“ suicide bombers’ who are
theproblem, but the Isragli oc-
cupation of Palestine and that
the violence witnessed on the
part of the Palestinians is
merely a symptom, not a
cause.

Asfor Isradl itself, it needs
to realize that imprisoning Pal-
estiniansin their townsand vil -
lageswill not result in security
for the peopleof Israel. Onthe
contrary, it will only breed
more desperate Palestinians
and lead, no doubt, to an even
greater willingness on the part
of an ever-growing number of
Palestinians to blow them-
selves up rather than continue
to do nothing to put an end to
their desperate situation and
that of their loved ones. Let's
pray that Israel comes to that
realization before more inno-
cent victims on both sides in-
cluding the young but desper-
ate Pal estinians now consider-
ing the possibility of offering
themselves as martyrs - lose
their lives.
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Success and Faillure

Lina Johnny Musleh
Beit Sahour

hevast mgjority of
people in the
world hope to be

successful in everything
they do. Nobody likes to
fail, but the truth is that
every human being has at
least one kind of weakness
that means he cannot suc-
ceed all the time. In other
words, there is no one in
the world who is perfect.
Let me ask you though,
how do you definefailure,
and in your opinion, what
kind of person deservesto
be called afailure?

For many people, the
word ‘failure’ carrieswith
it asense of finality. What
this means is that when
they do not succeed at
something, they immedi-
ately give up and make no
effort to correct things. In
my opinion, it is people
such as these who should
be considered failures, not
because they fail to suc-
ceed in whatever it isthey

are trying to do, but be-
cause whenthingsget alit-
tle difficult, they simply
give up rather than attempt
to put things right.
Obviously, having to
constantly deal with vari-

will probably continue run-
ning away for the rest of
your life. Moreover, eveniif
you never succeed at what
is was that you set out to
do, then at least you will
have the satisfaction of

ousproblemsmakesusfeel  knowing that you did your
frus- best
trated and
and “Being successful of- that,
disap- . . for that
oairted, _ten entails your fight- reason
but we ing to defend your alone,
should dreams.” y ou
never d e -
allow serve
those to be
problems to destroy our considered asuccess, espe-

dreams and ambitions. On
the contrary, when you
want to do something that
youredly believeisworth-
while, then any problems
you face along the way
should make you all the
more determined to suc-
ceed! Being successful of-
ten entails your fighting to
defend your dreams, so
never run away, because if
you run away once, you

cialy asyou will no doubt
learn from your mistakes
and benefit from that
knowledge in the future. If
you do succeed, on the
other hand, in spite of any
obstacles, then the taste of
success will be so much
sweeter and your ‘victory’
far more complete.

Itisnot for nothing that
many successful people
consider failure a step to-

ward success. Rather than
fear failure, they simply
choose to not think about
it and to think, instead, of
ways and means to over-
come any problems that
they encounter on their
way to success. By doing
this, they are proving not
only that they are smart,
but also that athough they,
like everyone else, have
weak points, they also
have certain strong points,
such as determination and
patience, whichwill inevi-
tably help them to make
their way inlifeand seeal
their dreams realized.
Therefore, to those of
you who want to succeed
and be happy, | say stop
worrying about failure and
concentrateinstead on en-
joying whatever it is you
are doing and learning
from your mistakes. You
have the ability to make
your dreams come true -
al you have to do is to
summon up enough self-
confidenceto believe that.
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Colored IDS ....
Tools of Discrimination

By NadineAbu Ata
Rosary Sisters’ School
Jerusalem

ver since being
handed my first iden
tity card, | believed

that | had in my possession
magical documentsand tools
that protected mefrom Isragli
cruelty and aggressiveness.
My documents were blue,
whereas other Palestinians
had orange and green ones,
while my father's car had a
yellow number plate, which,
again, wasadifferent color to
those of many of our friends.
Indeed, it seemed to me that
colors were the tools em-
ployed by Israeli soldiers
when judging whether or not
to treat us as humans or ani-
mals - or, in other words, as
Palestiniansliving in East Je-
rusalem or Palestinians hail-
ing from the West Bank and
Gaza Strip.

However, since the erup-
tion of the second Intifada,
our magical documents seem
to have stopped functioning.

Theother day | joined my
family on atrip to Bethlehem,
but on theway, we discovered
that Israeli soldiers had
blocked one of the roads.
Upon peeking at the other
sideof theroad, | saw agroup
of soldiers gathered around a
group of Israeli settlers who,
no doubt, werein the process
of trying to settle on more
Palestinian land safe in the
knowledge that they had the
protection of theIsragli army.
On our side of the road, Pal-
estinians were passing
through the checkpoint on
foot. | admit that at first, |
didn’t pay them much atten-
tion, believing, as | did, that
the magica documentsin our
possession would ensure that
nothing would happen to me
in person or to the other mem-
bers of my family.

| was wrong. Along with
my family, | was obliged to
get out of the car and cross
the checkpoint on foot. | re-

e

member walking and seeing
nothing but the hatred and
disgust on the faces of the
soldiers who sneered as we
passed, bringing to mind im-
ages from the movie ‘Al-
Hodod' ‘The Borders'. Here
| was, crossing the border in
order to enter a city in my
own country, just like the fa-
mous Syrian actor Duraid
Laham who had to crossfrom
the East of Estan to its south.
Laham, known as Ghawar,
however, succeeded in find-
ing away that enabled him to
go from the south to the east
without being harassed, and
the question | now find my-
self asking s, will | ever find
away to do that? Will | ever
again cross from areas con-
trolled by Israel into those
controlled by the Palestinians
without first being made to
feel less than human?

Asachild, | noticed how
many times my family and |
would go through check-
pointswithout being harassed
simply because we held blue
identity cards while my
friends and their families
would be subjected to all
kinds of humiliation because
theirs were orange or green.
| was also aware of the fact
that, livingin Jerusalem, | had
access to water and electric-
ity, whereas many of my
friends without the same
magical documents did not.
Not only did the Israelis use
colors to discriminate be-
tween Palestinians; they also
employed themto creste envy
and disunity by treating one
group of Palestiniansin afar
more humane way than they
did the others. | like to be-
lieve, however, that thelsragli
strategy did not work and that
Pal estinian Jerusalemitesand
their brothers and sisters in
theWest Bank and Gaza Strip
were wise enough to see
through the despicablelsraeli
plan and to realize that what
actually united them was not
the color of their documents
but the uniqueness of the Pal-
estinian identity.
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Rap, Is it here to stay?

Ahmad Hasna
Freres School/ Jerusalem
TYT Reporter

e frequently hear
the names
Eminem, Lil Bow,

2 Pac, Eve, d-12, and others
from friends, the media, and
inthe streets, and the majority
of usnow know that they have
onethingin common, i.e., that
they are al the names of fa
mous rap artists, but how
popular, exactly, has rap be-
come?

Well, rap is certainly the
most recent type of music to
influence youngsters all over
the world, special mainly be-
cause of the way in which rap
artists speak rapidly - rap, rap-
idly, get it? - against a back-
ground of weird, sometimes

disjointed, sometimes mo-
notonous ‘music’. As for its
history and rising popularity,
rap took on apower of itsown
at the beginning of the 90s at
a time when ‘regular’ pop
music was still the preferred
choice of millions of young-
sters. Its popularity, no doubt,
had alot to do with its unique
characteristics; one, as men-
tioned above, the way the rap
artists ‘raps’ quickly against a
background of non-conven-
tional music; two, the ‘hard’
way in which the words usu-
aly hit home; three, the fact
that thewordsareusually plain
and straightforward requiring
no real ‘thinking' on the part
of the listener; and four, the
‘freestyle€’ natureof rap, which
often includes a considerable
amount of improvisation.

From the studies | con-
ducted amongst 12-24-year-
olds living in Jerusalem and
Ramallah, | concluded that 89
percent of those interviewed
believe that rap is “the best”,
while another 89 percent feel
that Eminem was right when
hesaidin hisnew song, ‘ Fight
Song’, “Now thiskind of mu-
sic, you can't refuseit”. Mean-
while, 91 percent believe that
rap is better than pop music,
while six percent believe that
only the Back Street Boys,
Five, and N'sinc will continue
to do well and three percent
that rap will never beat popin
terms of popularity and that
the latter will survive forever.
| should mention here that
there were differences be-
tween the answers of themale
and femal e respondents, espe-

cialy the teenagers, with 85
percent of the male respond-
entssaying that rap would fin-
ish off pop, as opposed to 95
percent of the female re-
spondents. As for listening
habits, | discovered that 80
percent of therespondentslis-
ten to rap and dance music,
ten percent to rap, dance, and
pop, and ten percent to rap
and nothing but rap.

At the end of the day, no
onereally knows what is go-
ing to happen to either rap or
pop. Perhaps dance music
will put an end to them both,
especially with therisein the
number of people who prefer
it. We do know, however, that
for the time being, rap is as
popular as ever, if not more,
and looks set to be around for
some time to come.
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Longing for happy days

Nadine Salhiyyieh
YWCA

Happy days, as everyone knows, are
those days when everything seems to be
right with the world, when things happen
that you want to continue forever. Think-
ing about happy days makes me wonder,
have the Palestinians ever truly enjoyed
happy days of their own, and can a nation
ever enjoy such days when it remains un-
der occupation?

In general, one can say that since 1948,
happy days have constituted less than 0.5
percent of thelives of Palestinians. Thisbe-
ing the case, | ask you, why haven't the
Palestiniansbeen giventheright tolead pre-
dominantly happy livesjust like people all
over the world?

Sadly, we all know the answer. The ls-
raeli occupation of our homeland is, with-
out any doubt, the cause of our miserable

existence. There are also others apart from
thelsraglis, however, who we can justifiably
blame; the Arab nations, for example, for
abandoning the Palestiniansin order to pro-
tect their own interests - after al, have we
not, for decades, been |eft alone to stand up
to lsrael?

Of course, thereislittle benefit in point-
ing accusatory fingers at the Arab nations
when we know it will not change matters,
which leads me to place some of the blame
for our situation at the door of certain Pales-
tinians who, whilst turning a blind eye to
the suffering of their fellow countrymen, are
leading extremely comfortable lives at the
same time as their neighbors are being im-
prisoned, injured and even killed. | wonder
though, should wereally blamethemfor liv-
ing their livesto the utmost and for not shar-
ing the miseries of the rest of the nation, or
should we in fact thank them for showing

the Israglis that in spite of al their attempts
to crush the Palestinian spirit, they have yet
to succeed, as evidenced by the fact that
many Pal estinians are going about their lives
in as normal a manner as possible?

| personally do not believe that it is ap-
propriate for some Palestinians to enjoy
themselves whilst others are mourning a
friend or relative or languishing in prison,
though | appreciatethefact that others might
not agreewithme. Infact, | believethat only
when anation isunited and onecitizen’spain
becomes the pain of the society as awhole
will that nation stand any chance of enjoy-
ing apeaceful existence. Having said that, |
also believe that life is precious and that all
of us would do well to make the best of a
bad situation - but, only whilst ensuring that
we do our utmost to acknowledge and con-
sequently, try to reduce the suffering of those
less fortunate than ourselves.
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Whispers

| sat near the window surrounded
by the smell of roses
and a perfect breeze
But there was another smell, a
smell even more enchanting
than that of the flowers
It was the smell of my mother
my beautiful mother whose rosy
cheeks
made any bloom look dull in
comparison
She sat but afew feet away
and her presence intoxicated me
That hair, as black as night,
Those eyes, as shiny as stars,
Hers was aface that read “Mercy”
Hers was a heart that read “Love”
Suddenly, out of nowhere, she rose
and came my way
With my head now against her
shoulder
| felt asthough | was sleeping
amongst clouds
or on aluxurious feather bolster
And then, akiss, akiss so tender
it appeared like the quietest of
whispers
Oh God, let me never forget that
moment
But more than that,
let me never take my mother - or
her whispers -for granted

Mary Bannourah
Greek Catholic School
Beit Sahour

Every one of us a star

Anyonewho sitslooking at the starsfor any length
of time will usually end up picking out one particu-
lar star that he or she perceives as being more bril-
liant and beautiful than the rest. Well, | believe that
like the stars in the sky, we humans are al unique,
that all of ushave qualitiesthat set us apart from oth-
ers and that every single person living on this earth
has some kind of beauty, be it beauty of the body,
beauty of the mind, or beauty of the soul, that makes
him, in some way, ‘specid’. | also believe, however,
that although a single star shining aloneis beautiful,
there is nothing more impressive, more awe-inspir-
ing, than asky full of stars, with each and every one
assuming its rightful place in the constellation and
that the same appliesto humans. |n other words, alone
we can light the sky, but united, we can light up the

world. Nisreen Far’oun
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Rabie Abu Latifa
Birzeit University

and the time is 17:20. At the

moment, things do not ook as
if they are about to improve; on the
contrary, al of usherein Qalandia
Camp are expecting more Israeli
aggression within the next few
hours, no doubt, aspart of Sharon’s
campaign against the Palestinian
refugee camps within the areas oc-
cupied in 1967.

Even as| write, Isragli soldiers
in Ramallah, along with tens of
tanks and military jeeps, are occu-
pying even more buildings. As far
as | know, six people have already
been killed and over 60 injured,
some of them critically. One of the
dead is a 46-year-old Italian cam-
eraman who was shot in the stom-
ach with six bullets, some of which
exploded inside hisbody while oth-
ersexited from hisback. Like many
others who have been killed in re-
cent weeks, he might till be aive
had an ambulance been allowed to
reach him. Not surprisingly, an Is-
raeli spokesman said that hewasn'’t
“sure” that the journalist waskilled
by the“Israeli Defense Forces’ and
that it could bethat “ Pal estinian ter-
rorists” are responsible for his
death. Yet, in an Al-Jeezera inter-
view with one of the victim’s col-
leagues, his colleague said that
when his friend was killed, there
was no fighting whatsoever; rather,
his friend was standing not that far
away from an Israeli tank when all
of a sudden the tank opened fire.
The lsraeli army says, of course,
that it intends to form a committee
to investigate the “accident”. How
civilized it is!

Looking back over the day’s
events, | think today should go
down in history as the day that Is-
rael got even with both foreign and
local journalists. After al, its sol-
dierskilled one Italian cameraman,
shot a French photographer in the
leg, exposed Al-Jazeeracrew tolive
fire - fortunately there were no in-
jures-fired at an Egyptian TV chan-
nel vehicle, thistimehitting at |east
one journalist, attacked the AP of-
fice and held all the employees in
one room, and fired at Wattan TV
station. Not bad for a day’s work,
no?

I t's now Wednesday 13 March

Innocent Victims

But there’smore. Israel has also
decided that corpses, aswell asjour-
nalists, are a threat to its security,
judging by the fact that the families
of two Palestinians, both of whom
died in Ramallah of natural causes,
were denied permission to bury their
dead. The curfew, it would appear,
appliesto everyone, living and dead.
(Breaking news: thelsraeli army has
ordered al journalists to leave the
Ramallah area. | wonder what it's
planning now; whatever it is, it
doesn’t want it covered by the me-
dia)

Let’stry to be more positive and
take alook at the‘up’ side of all this

Saleem Habash
TYT Reporter

Monday 11 March

A sleepless night. My mother
and sister spent the whole night sit-
ting with me in bed listening to the
sound of tanks coming from the
western side of Ramallah. The fear
was so intense; we were almost
afraidto breathe, and all | kept think-
ing was, “When is this going to
end?’

Tuesday 12 March

The show began at around 2 am
when a huge number of well-
equipped Israeli tanks entered
Ramallah from all sides. Thecity is
now completely trapped. At least the
Israeli soldiers didn’t invade our
house as | feared they would in or-
der to useit as a base for further at-
tacks.

| tried to get some sleep at 7 am
but was too on edge. A couple of
hours later, | did manage to sleep a
few hours, but when | woke and
turned on the TV, the shock of see-
ing the pictures of Ramallah, which
now looked like a ghost town, sent
me back into apit of despair. No one
was being allowed to move in the
town, except, of course, for the Is-
raeli tanks and soldiers, who by now
had taken over a school and a pri-
vate house. Now thoroughly de-
pressed, | thought about what the

bloodshed. To begin with, a few
months after the Intifada began,
amidst all theinternational effortsto
stop it, there was a conference at
Birzeit University during which an
American professor of political sci-
ences explained that through study-
ing various popular revolutions
against occupiersand dictatoria sys-
temsall over theworld, he had real-
ized that if an occupied people, such
as the Palestinian people, could kill
at least one person from the other
sidefor every ten peoplekilled from
its own side, then it would eventu-
ally become the victor. The Pales-
tinians, he said, were quite capable

Life Und

spokesman of the I sraeli Government
had said, namely, that the reason for
thelsraeli presencein Ramallah was
the need to demolish “theinfrastruc-
ture of terrorism”, and for awhile, at
least, | was able to kid myself that
my family and neighbors, none of
whomisa“terrorist”, would be safe.

A few minutes later, however,
Wattan TV announced that the | srae-
lis were refusing to allow Palestin-
ian ambulancesand medical crewsto
move freely; in other words, the Is-
raelis saw nothing wrong in leaving
the injured to bleed to death. They
had also cut the el ectricity and water
suppliesto the hospitalsin Ramallah,
wheremedical teamswerebeing pre-
vented from both leaving and bring-
ing in the dead and injured.

Tonight | dept like a baby, not
because it was quiet in our area, but
simply because | was so exhausted
from last night that | could not stay
awake.

Wednesday 14 March

After eating breakfast, | turned on
the news hoping to hear that the situ-
ation had improved a little only to
learn, thanksto Al-Jazeera, that there
had been an attack on their offices
while Isragli soldiers were shooting
at Al-Jazeeracameramen and report-
ers. | was shocked, especially when
| remembered that once | graduated
from the Journalism Faculty at
Birzeit University, | would no doubt
be exposed to similar treatment. My
concern - and anger - grew even

of doing this, sowhy wasit, heasked,
that they were seeking a quick solu-
tion? Well, it would appear, judging
by the length of the Intifada, that
many Palestinians actually agreed
with our friend from the States. The
question is, how much more blood
must be shed before Isragl, too, ac-
cepts what he had to say?

Israel, unfortunately, hasaprob-
lem when it comesto facing redlity.
For sure, itsincreased military pres-
sure increases the number of Pales-
tinian deaths and causalities, some-
thing of which it is undoubtedly
proud, but does|srael not realizethat
it also pushes hundreds if not thou-

er Seige

greater afew hourslater when it was
announced that an Italian journalist
had been shot dead in Ramallah. The
pictureswereterrible, picturesof the
journalist stretched out on the floor,
his hands stretched upwards, his
stomach torn to shreds by six Israeli
bullets. So much for freedom of the
pressand therights of journalists, es-
pecidly in times of conflict!

But there was other newstoo, in-
cluding news about an old woman
who had died of diabetes;, ambu-
lances had been prevented from tak-
ing her body to hospital, which means
she remained, dead, unburied, in her
daughter’s house for over 14 hours.
See, even the dead are not spared the
humiliation we have al cometo take
for granted.

Tonight | could not sleep again
and | spent most of the night listen-
ing to the sound of Israeli tanks mov-
ing around behind our house.

Thursday 15 March

| decided to start writing as soon
as | woke up but it was three in the
afternoon before my fingers actually
touched the keyboard. We had been
eating anicelunch, trying, to the best
of our ability, to escape the ever-
worsening news for a few short mo-
ments, when all of a sudden my sis-
ter yelled that there were Israeli sol-
diers surrounding an unfinished
building just opposite our kitchen and
that some of them were aiming the
gun of atank in our direction while

Yool s/ 313l

Sealidga

sands of Palestinians into seeking
revenge, even at the expense of los-
ing their lives? Let's face it; they
have hardly anything to lose, espe-
cially the onesliving in the camps.
A recent poll revealed that more
than 80 percent of Palestinian chil-
dren - note | said children - were
willing to carry out “suicide at-
tacks’ if given the opportunity. Yes
Israel, did you hear that. Eighty per-
cent. And you call us “terrorists’!
It's your terror, the terror that you
imposed on these children and their
families, that’sto blamefor thishor-
rifying statistic.

others were firing wildly in another
direction, possibly at yet another sus-
pected ‘terrorist’. Boom... Boom...
Boom... We ran for what we consid-
ered the most secure room in the
house, al of us completely terrified.

As | write these words, | think
back to what the spokesperson of the
Israeli Government said about “de-
molishing theinfrastructure of terror-
ism”. What aliar! Doctorsand nurses
prevented from tending to theinjured,
dead people |€eft to rot in their beds,
people locked away in their homes,
afraid of what’sgoing to happen next,
disconnected water and electricity
supplies...that’snot “ demolishing the
infrastructure of terrorism”, that's
demolishing the Palestinian infra-
structure, period!

| say to you, Mr. Spokesperson,
thefollowing: Israel talksabout want-
ing to build bridges of trust and
peace, yet its actions in Ramallah,
your “infrastructure of terrorism”,
reek of hatred and resentment. | warn
you, that try asyou might, you will
never succeed in breaking the spirit
of Ramallah or that of its people; on
the contrary, the streets will be re-
paired, homes will be rebuilt, and
Ramallahwill rise, majestically, from
the ashes. As for its people, those
same men, women and children now
locked in their homes, deprived, in
many cases, of their most basic needs,
such asfood and medicine, they will
never forget what you did to them,
and in al likelihood, they will never
forgive you either.
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