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The Magical Three-Letter Question- WHY?

Saleem Habash

TYT Reporter
y deciding to
study jour-

M nalism was one

of the biggest decisions of
my life, especially as it
meant putting aside three
concentrated years of study-
ing science in high school
and during my freshman year
at Birzeit University. Never-
theless, when | finally made
the decision to switch from
one specialty toanother, | did
so with optimism, feeling
sure that by moving to the
field of media, | would be
guaranteeing myself abright
and successful future.

| recall that whilst being
introduced to media and
journalism, | wastold that a
journalist is supposed to an-
swer certain questions,
thereby enhancing the qual-
ity and objectiveness of, say,
areport for TV or radio. In-
deed, | soon discovered for
myself that answering those

questions is vital, not only
in terms of the formulating
of good reports, but also the
creating of our futureaswell
asunderstanding of our past.
Who, when, where,
what, how and most impor-
tantly, why, are, of course,
the questions | am referring
to, questionsthat now, in my
mind at least, follow every
significant event. What as-
tonishes me however is the
fact that the media, and the
Western mediain particular,
is choosing to ignore the
needto answer some of these
questions, especially whenit
comes to the deteriorating
situation here in the Middle
East. To make mattersworse,
itisthemost important ques-
tion of all, why, which is
most often ignored, for ob-
viousreasons, not least of all
the fact that all too fre-
quently, it is the hardest
question of all to answer.
Werejournaliststo make
avow to aways answer this
three-letter question or at

least try to answer it, then the
world would be a far better
place, a place where people
would not be obliged to wear
the blindfold of ignorance,
but rather would be treated
with respect and given access
to the truth, no matter how
unpalatable or hard to swal-
low.

Just think how things
would change if the media

the innocent victims of an
unjust occupier.
Unfortunately, we are
witnessing a situation
whereby the mediaseemsin-
tent on covering events with-
out engaging in any kind of
analysis or attempt to reach
the reasons behind them. A
good exampleinvolves CNN
and its coverage of the Pales-
tinian-lsraeli conflict in gen-

Were journalists to make a vow to al-
ways answer this three-letter question
or at least try to answer it, then the
world would be a far better place

were to concentrate on an-
swering the question *Why?
rather than strengthening the
various stereotypes that cur-
rently exist. For example, the
Afghaniswould not bekilled
in the tens and hundreds, the
Iragis would not be dying of
hunger and disease, and the
Pal estinians would no longer
be considered terrorists but

era and the Intifada in par-
ticular. Have you ever heard
a CNN reporter ask why, for
example, a person would
strap explosives to his body
and then blow himself up,
along with others? Or why a
God-fearing Muslim would
willingly hurt and even kill
other human beings? Or why
the latter would willingly

leave behind his friends and
family, people who love and
need him?

The magjority of my fel-
low students at Birzeit are ex-
posed to daily humiliation at
the Israeli checkpoint be-
tween the two Palestinian
towns of Ramallah and
Birzeit. Every day they take
ataxi to the checkpoint, cross
the checkpoint by foot, and
then take another taxi to the
university, often risking life
and limb in the process - and
every day, they reverse the
procedure in order to arrive
back at their homes. | myself,
just recently, was ‘trapped’ at
the Qalandia checkpoint for
over two hours, waiting to be
‘checked’ by the Isragli sol-
diersthere, and | cantell you,
it was not a nice experience.
(Bear in mind here that the
journey from Jerusalem to
Ramallah or vice versa used
to take 20 minutes at most,
whereas now, it can easily
take a couple of hours; that's
120 minutes of feeling resent-

ful, humiliated, angry, and
unable to control one's own
destiny.)

Of course, some would
argue that further suicide
bombingswill inevitably re-
sultin further restrictionson
travel as far as the Palestin-
ians are concerned, and |
think that here, we come to
the age-old question of
which camefirgt, thechicken
or the egg. In other words,
should we blame the vio-
lence on the Palestinian side
for the strengthening of the
closures, or, should we
blametheclosuresfor thein-
creasing violence? There
again, perhaps rather than
simply concentrating on
pointing fingers, we would
make far better use of our
time and energy by asking
why the situation is asiit is,
why it'scontinuing, and why
I, along with thousands of
other Palestiniansof 19years
of age, now think of death
not asan abstract concept but
as something as real to me
aslifeitself.
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s dawn breaks every morning and
A draws a beautiful smile on the sky,

welcoming a new day, we, the
youth of Palestine, should try to remember
that although our dreams sometimes appear
too impossible to achieve, we should never
stop believing in them, regardless of the ob-
staclesin our way. Moreover, we should re-
member that only by working hard do we
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Positive Thinking

EnasAl-Bitar
L atin Patriarchate School/Gaza

stand a chance of achieving the seemingly
impossible. That iswhat should happen each
and every morning.

Unfortunately, however, theredlity could
not be more different. Instead of waking up
feeling empowered and optimistic, wewake

up feeling pessimistic and unableto raise a

smile on our own faces, let aone that of the
world in which we live. We fedl as if our
lives are without purpose and instead of
dreams, it is nightmares that occupy our
minds, most notably, the nightmare of sim-
ply trying to exist against a background of
war and occupation. Yes, thisis the reality,
but wait! We have it within our power to
change our redlity, not by depending on other
people, but by depending on ourselves and
our desire to put things right that, were we
to remain pessimistic, would undoubtedly
remain horribly wrong.

Of al things, dreams and aspirations
should be considered prized possessions and

things that we should nurture rather than
abandon. Rather than complain that the
glass is half empty we should rejoice that
it's also half full and think about ways of
adding to its contents and of making sure
that our tomorrow is much, much better
than our today. Moreover, we should think
carefully about the best ways of overcom-
ing the occupation. We should remember,
for example, that it is not stones and rocks
that will lead us to the end of the occupa
tion, but rather books and education and the
use of our minds rather than our fists. Al-
ways remember, knowledge is power!

So, when, tomorrow morning, you wake
fromyour umbersremember this. Thislife
isthe only oneyou will get, so you haveto
make the most of it, not only in terms of
improving your own situation, but also in
terms of improving that of your families,
friends, and other fellow countrymen.
Though you may sometimes think the op-
posite, thereis, | am sure, alight at the end
of the tunnel; just open your eyes a little
wider and | am surethat you will seeit too.
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ents are obliged by law to send their
children to school until they reach a
certain age. In other words, whether a stu-
dent likes it or not, he or she has to attend
school, and though many children say they
enjoy school, there are millions through-
out the world who say they hate it. When
they say they hateit, however, are they re-
ferring to everything that going to school
encompasses or merely the lessons and ex-
ams? After all, school is more than aplace
tostudy; itisalso aplaceto mix with friends
and engagein extracurricular activities (that
are often far more interesting than the ac-
tual lessons). Another positive aspect of at-
tending school, according to many young-
sters, is that school administrations some-
timesarrangetripsfor their students, includ-
ing to placesthat many students have never
visited or would not be likely to visit were
it not for the efforts of teachers and other
staff.
Here in Palestine it has become com-
mon for schools to set aside at least one

I n the vast mgjority of countries, par-

The Annual School Trip:
Palestinian Determination at its Best

day of each school year for an annual trip,
during which students visit far away places
such as Tiberias and, whilst forgetting all
about grades and exams, spend awhole day
doing nothing but having fun. One would
imaginethat it would be boring spending two
or three hours on abus to reach one's desti-
nation and then another two or threeto reach

one'shome, but this has never been the case
as far as school trips are concerned. Why?
Because throughout the journey, students
sing, dance, tell jokes, etc., making thejour-
ney to and from the place they were going
to visit as enjoyable as their stay there.

So enjoyable are school trips that stu-
dents will spend months awaiting their ar-

rival. With the beginning of the current
Intifada, however, the situation changed.
Dueto the Isragli restrictions, especialy on
travel, it can no longer be taken for granted
that tripswill take place, no matter how care-
fully they are planned. My own school trip
isagood example. The studentsin my class
weretold 12 weeksin advance that we were
going on a trip to the north, and yet, until
the day of thetrip arrived and we were actu-
aly sitting on the bus, waiting to depart, none
of really believed that it was going to take
place. Even at thevery last moment, wewere
worried that an explosionwould occur, more
roads would be closed, and we would find
ourselves heading not for the north but back
to the classroom.

Fortunately for us, our fears were un-
founded, and although thetrip was not quite
as enjoyable as previous ones, not least of
al due to the precarious political situation,
we still succeeded in having fun. So Isradl,
takenote: regardless of the obstaclesthat you
put in our way, we remain determined to
enjoy ourselves whenever we can, even if
only for afew short hours.
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TAWJIHI: A System to be Proud of

Nisreen Abu Ata
TYT reporter

USA

aving just finished my
H first year at an American
university after complet-
ing 12 years in the Palestinian sys-
tem, | now find myself looking back
at various aspects of the local sys-
tem, particularly the Tawjihi, and

evaluating my own perspective.
Whilst studying for the Tawjihi,
| simply was not convinced that a
set of exams at the end of the year
could really reflect the level of
knowledge attained by a particular
student. There were many reasons
for my skepticism, including thefact
that on€’s persona circumstances,
asickness or death in the family, fi-
nancid stress, etc. could sometimes
result in astudent failing to achieve
good gradesinthefinal exams. | was
also against the idea that a student
could study al year long, only for
his grades throughout the year to be
ignored in favor of hisgradesin the
Tawjihi, especially as other educa
tional systemstakeinto account stu-

dents’ work throughout the year, as
reflected intheway their final grades
are calculated. Although, as| said, |
thought, at great length, about what
| perceived as the disadvantages of
the Tawjihi during my final year at
school, what | didn't do was to stop
and pauseto eval uate the advantages
of which, | now realize, there are
many.

Upon commencing my first year
at college, | began to compare our
local educational system with that
foundin governmental schoolsinthe
States. At the sametime, | began ask-
ing my American friends about their
experiences at high school and what
they had studied, which led meto be-
lievethat asfar asalarge number of
American students are concerned,
their senior year in school was de-
voted to ‘chilling out’. In other
words, although some students
choose to work hard and take col-
lege-level classeswhilst still in high
school, a large number opt for tak-
ing the basic classes whist awaiting
their graduation. | also discovered
that the American system from
which my friends had come did not
require them to know that much in

the way of math, physics, chemistry
and biology. In fact, | have come
across many students who were tak-
ing basic algebra and trigonometry
intheir first year of college, subjects
that | took whilst still in the eighth
or ninth grade, whilst others were
taking introductory coursesin chem-
istry, asubject with which | became
familiar in thetenth grade! Asfor my
fellow students who had taken ad-
vanced chemistry whilst in high
school, the problems they encoun-
tered with the subject during their
first year at college madeit very clear
that they were highly unprepared.
Inorder to passthe Tawjihi, | had
to study calculus, physics, chemis-
try and biology, and to study hard.
Asaresult, when | started taking my
science class at college, | found it
relatively easy, certainly in compari-
son with my fellow students. Infact,
| soon cameto realizethat | had cov-
ered mogt, if not al, of what wewere
studying whilst preparing for the
Tawjihi back home and that my first
year of college was not going to be
the nightmare | had originaly ex-
pected. Suddenly, rather than con-
demnthe Tawjihi system, | wasprais-

ing our educational system in gen-
eral and the Tawjihi in particular,
and to be quite honest, | have to
confess to feeling a sense of pride
that | had never before experienced.

Admittedly, thereare still many
loopholes that need to be fixed in
order to help improve the perform-
ance of alarge number of Palestin-
ian students, but that doesn’t negate
the fact that the sleepless nights
through which our local students
pass prior to taking the Tawjihi are
not wasted, something which be-
comes apparent when one entersthe
American system. Palestinian stu-
dentsare taught to be hard workers,
and athough many of my fellow
classmates at college consider mea
genius, | know, very well, that that
isnot the case. | am merely aregu-
lar Pal estinian student whose deter-
mination to do well during my final
years at high school - aswell asmy
having been privileged enough to be
part of the Palestinian educational
system, of which we al should be
proud - is responsible for the way
inwhich | breezed through my first
year of college.
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A Message
to the World

Dear friends, at home and abroad,

As the sun shines in the sky, desperately
trying to delete the horror of anight | eft reek-
ing of the blood of Palestinian martyrs, chil-
dren as young as six and seven stand in the
street throwing stones and rocks at an Is-
ragli tank. That, unfortunately, ishow ‘ nor-
mal’ days begin here; never with a smile
or laughter, but with the tears of mothers
whose hearts have been broken and
whose remaining children, with no other
choice, put their lives at risk to try and
revenge for their fallen loved ones and
liberate their homeland.

And so, day in, day out, we try to
defend our land, our freedom, our dig-
nity and our honor, with stones, with
rocks, with our lives, al the time call-
ing upon justice and freedom to come
to our rescue...but no one hears our
voices. No one looks at the picture in
its entirety. No one bothers to count
our dead and injured or to try to un-
derstand that it iswe, the Palestinians,
who are the innocent victims.

Look at your children when they
are sleeping, see beyond their weary
eyelids and join them in their dreams
of beaches, parks, and picnics. Then
look at our children, see the way that,
whether awake or asleep, their night-
mare continues and how the tears fall
from their eyes, never to dry.

Though we ask for help, no one re-
sponds, and it sometimes appearsthat the
wholeworldistaking anever-ending nap.
Nevertheless, we continue to fight, the
names of our martyrs and our martyrs to
be etched on each and every stone that we
throw. Listen to what they tell you. Listen
to the names. Listen to that little voice in-
side you that says, enough is enough, it is
time to wake up and bring the fighting to an
end.

Shatha Farah
Gaza
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My Homeland

| love you and know that the way islong,
To the mysterious sea of your languorous eyes.
Inexileyou live, in exile| live likewise.

The distance between you and meis very long,
Our destiny, however, shall sing a song;
And the sun of our innocent love shall soon rise,
With our visages beaming without external guise.
Thisisthe eternal law of all times:

The daylight comes after night,
Intense glee comes after bitter grief,
Comfort comes after toil and struggle,
The high getslow and the low gets high,
And the child becomes the father of the man.

Ala’adin Al-Sakaly
Gaza
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The Story of a Tiny Bird...

Bahjat Nadim Al-Adili.
Terra Sancta High School
Bethlehem

beautiful birds. To me, abird

means freedom, so the irony
here, inmy opinion, isthefact that
the Palestinian people, unlike the
millions of birds that share the
samespaceinwhichthey live, are
unable to live in freedom in that
space because of the Israeli occu-
pation.

A lovely littlebird with thelo-
cal name of Hassoun used to live
closeto my homeand perhapsstill
does. In the past, it would fre-
guently come to the nearby trees
and start its well-performed
songs, and whenever | heard him
begin to sing, | would call my
younger brother and tell him to
come and join mein listening to
our little friend give his live per-
formance while happily jumping
on the very thin branches of the
nearby trees. (My brother’sname,
by theway isHasan, which means
that his nickname is Hassoun.)
Many times we remarked how it
often appeared as if Hassoun the
bird, having realized that we had
come especialy to see and hear
him, was making a special effort
to treat usto alovely melody of
beautiful songs. At other times,
however, whilst sitting alone and
watching the ‘show’ in total awe,
| would think of the Graciousand
Merciful God who created
Hassoun and hisfellow creatures
and begin to wonder why it was
that we, the Pal estinians, were be-
ing denied the right to sing and
be as happy as they were.

Over thelast few months, | no-
ticed that Hassoun no longer came
to his usual placeto sing and be-
gan to worry that maybe it was
possible that he would never re-
turn. Of course, | have no way of
knowing what happened to him.

I n Palestine, there are many

All'l can assumeisthat the shoot-
ing and shelling that had taken
place in our area had caused him
to become afraid and fly away for
good. If thisis indeed the case,
then | am not surprised. Never will
| forget the occasion when my
home became a target for Israeli
soldiers. How can | be expected to
forget seeing the fear on the face
of my little sister, scared half to
death by the shooting that began
whilst my family was sitting down
to dinner? How can | be expected
to forget seeing her clinging to my
father’sneck, screaming, whilst my
parents and siblings scurried
around on the floor, trying to es-
cape the shooting and save their
lives?How can | be expectedtofor-
get the fear felt by us all, which
only subsided when we found a

make-shift safe haven in the lower
part of the building in which we
live? It took many weeks for the

point near my house prevented my
brother and | from going to schoal.
When my father began to argue

members of with the sol-
my family diers, they
to recover “...I 'would think of the Gracious  regponded by
from this and Merciful God who created ghouting in
terrible ex-  Hassoun and hisfellow creaturesand s face and
perience, Degin towonder why it wasthat we, pointing
and even the Palestinians, were being denied thejr ugly
now,mylit-  theright to sing and be as happy as  \eapons in
tiesisterbe-  they were” hisdirection.
gins to —— Atthetime, |
scream thought this

whenever she seesan I sragli patrol
or tank. Asfor me personally, al |
can do is wonder to myself, will
the nightmare of occupation ever
come to an end?

Something elsel will never for-
get is what happened a few years
ago when the soldiers at a check-

must have been an isolated inci-
dent, but today | realize that it has
become an everyday occurrence
affecting thousands of children and
their families. It tortures meto re-
alize that the suffering and
humilation all Palestinians are be-
ing exposed to, regardless of their

age or location, is part of a sys-
temized plan approved and super-
vised by high-ranking officials in
thelsragli Government. It tortures
mefurther everytimel realizethat
our suffering has become merely
another piece of news on the in-
ternationa level.

Likemany others, | will never
forget the picture of the nine-year-
old martyr Faris Odeh who stood
like a bold and fearless hero in
front of an Israeli tank and started
tostoneit asif saying totheworld,
look at me, I'm small and weak
like Hassoun the bird but, unlike
him, I'm here to stay; try as you
will, you will never frighten me
into leaving my homeland.

If only Hassoun the bird could
have been so brave...

Ghattas Hakoura
Latin Patriarchate School
Gaza

amal2-year-old Palestinian
and | havelivedin Gazasince
the day | was born. In the
‘good old days', | was able to
travel from Gazato Jerusalem and
theWest Bank with my family, af-

Rights and Wrongs

ter having obtained the necessary
permission. All that came to an
end, however, in September 2001.

Traveling meant a lot to me
since it enabled me to visit my
grandmother in Ramallah and stay

there a couple of weeks during

the summer vacation.

Moreover, whilst visiting Je-

rusalem, Bethlehem and

other citiesinthe West Bank

‘ | was able to learn more

about the history of my

country and its people. Now

that | am no longer ableto travel, |

feel like a trapped bird, stuck in a
tiny cage and left to die.

No Palestinian hasbeen ableto
escape therestrictionsimposed on
movement in the West Bank and
Gaza Strip. Whilst the West Bank
cities have frequently been cut off
from one ancther for long periods
by Israeli roadblocks, the Gaza
Strip has been divided into three

different sections, trapping those
inside. Of course, the Isrageli army
saysthat the closure is anecessary
security measure designed to halt
attacksinsidelsrael, but then, what
would you expect it to say, that it's
merely another attempt on the part
of the Israeli Government to break
the spirit of the Pal estinian people?

Israeli checkpoints have be-
come one of the most visible as-
pects of the Israeli occupation, as
have the scenes of humiliation and
suffering associated with them. It
is undoubtedly wrong to force an
entire peopleinto solitary confine-
ment, yet that is exactly what Is-
rael is doing! According to
B’ Tselem, an Israeli human rights
group that monitors the activities
of the Israeli army, the restrictions
imposed on the movement of Pal-
estinians represent possibly the
most severe human rightsviolation
committed by Isragl. Given thefact

that mothershavelost their babies
due to delays at Israeli check-
points while critically ill or in-
jured; patients have died on their
way to hospital for exactly the
same reason, B’ Tselem assess-
ment of the situation seemsto be
sound.

War is a dirty game, and one
in which people are expected to
bekilled. Having said that, Inter-
national Humanitarian Law
makes it clear that even in a war
situation, one is not allowed to
target civilians. 1t would appear,
judging by the evidence, that Is-
rael has chosen toignorethis par-
ticular rule.

Right now, my dearest wishis
that the day will come when Pal-
estinians are able to move freely
from oneplaceto another in their
own country, whenever they wish.
Then, and only then, will | con-
sider myself truly free.
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