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Talking with the moon

Vahd N. Mulachela
Indonesia

As| sit and write this, | look, as |
do every evening, toward the moon, and
contemplate, for perhapsthe thousandth
time, its beauty. It's late, but | can still
hear atuneinthedistance, coming from
my neighbor’sapartment. Piano, harp,
violin... it'sthe soundsthey makewhen
played in harmony that will tonight ac-
company my dreams. Luckily, thereare
no wordsto this particular piece of mu-
sic so | will be able to come up with
words of my own, my own personal lyr-
ics, and sing them in my mind as | submit to
the appeal of umber.

Thereisno aurorain the sky tonight. Two
nights ago, there was, and it was beautiful; so
colorful, somagical. Thisnorthern light some-
times reminds me of the eyes of certain Euro-
peans | have met. Tonight, however, al | can
seeisasky full of jealouslittle stars, dimming
their blue lights and singing their unspoken

]

lullaby to the creatures of the day, most of
which are already asleep.

I wonder, who painted this midnight sky
with stars? And who sketched the shadows of
the trees under the moon? Who? Why? These
are questions for which, of course, thereisno
one answer, or for which we are too tired to
search. Perhaps it is best that the answers re-
main secret...perhaps it is best that we busy

ourselves with more earthly matters.
i I love the moon. It offers me a
place to hide when the sun has done
with me, though to be honest, | some-
timeswonder if itisrealy my friend
at al. True, it offers me protection
from the searching eyes of others, but
it aso locks me within myself and
makes me aware of exactly how un-
important | really am. Perhaps, all
things considered, that isthe moon’s
most important role; to remind us of
the fact that in spite of what or who
we are during the day, at night, we
are al the same - individual human beings
for whom the waning of the moon is yet an-
other reminder that our existence on this
planet will not continue forever.

My dearest friends al over the world, |
wish you sweet dreams and hope that next
timel look at the moon, some of you, at least,
will also be looking upward and remember-
ing your friend in afar away place.
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A New kind of Normality

Some impressions of a short visit to the West Bank between the 30th of September
and the 7th of October 2002

Corinne Grassi
France

fter theseminar in Naza-
reth Amaya, Mauro and
| went to Jenin to meet

Olivier, a French guy who had
been living there since April.
Olivier was spending his days
conducting interviewsand collect-
ing testimoniesin order to writea
book about the everyday life of
people living under occupation
and what occupation means for
them.

On the route to Jenin

When we arrived at the main
checkpoint, after finally finding a
taxi driver who waswiling to take
us there, we were somewhat sur-
prised by the ease with which we
passed; in fact, rather than the ag-
gressiveness we had expected on
the part of the soldiers, we were
met with barely concealed bore-
dom, especially when we told
them that we were on our way to
visit the YMCA in Jenin. After
being alowed to pass, we waited
at the nearby petrol station where
somevery nice men offered ustea
and coffee and appeared glad to
have an opportunity to speak to
some foreigners.

Eventually, ataxi stopped and
agreed to take usto the city, which
of course, meant passing through
a number of fields in order to
avoid the main road and the sol-
diers stationed there, and it was
whilst taking this makeshift route
that | thought to myself, “Wow,
they really need to have good cars
here!”

Upon our arrival in Jenin,
Olivier began to explain what life
in the city had been like since he
arrived there. | must admit, there
were times when it was almost
hard to believe what | was hear-
ing, especialy as, two days prior
to our arrival, the curfew had been
lifted, which meant that life was
pretty much back to normal; the
shops had reopened, the market
was alive, and the children were
back at school (I should add here
that the schools are operating a
two-shift system, with oneshiftin
the morning and the other in the
afternoon, the reason being the
lack of space). Still, asOlivier ex-
plained, the previous days had
been anything but normal, and we

satin silence as Olivier began tell-
ing us how soldiers would arrive
suddenly in their tanks and
armored cars (rarely on foot),
screaming and shouting and declar-
ing curfewswhenever they felt like
it.
The heart of darkness

That same afternoon, we went
on atour of the city and the refu-
gee camp. Contrary to what some
peoplethink, one doesnot often see
tentsin the refugee camps- not un-
less they belong to families who
have just lost their homes. In fact,
it is often hard to make out where
atown or city ends and a refugee
camp begins, one reason being the
fact that the camps have now been
in existence for some 50 years,
which means that the houses one
finds there and the narrow wind-
ing alleysare often similar to those
in the towns and cities,

The first thing | noticed in the
campwasthedust. It'severywhere;
inthestreets, ontheleaves of trees,
on the products lining the shelves
of shops. As a result, one is left
feeling that one's constantly eating
dust, and what with the heat and
everything, you can only imagine
what that feelslike. | should men-
tion here that alot of the dust was
caused by the destruction that took
place in April or else the Israeli
tanks that patrol the streets of the
camp. | then noticed what a sol-
dier referred to as a 100-meter
square “stadium” in the shocking
article “I made them a stadium in
the middle of the camp” (http://
www.gush-shalom.org/archives/
kurdi_eng.html). | had seen so

many photos of Jenin and read so
many articles that | was not sur-
prised by what we saw. | was,
nonetheless, extremely upset and
could only imagine what it must
feel like for the 800 or so families
who used to live in the area when-
ever they look at the site of what
used to be their homes. Even now,
five months after the attack on the
camp, the ruins are still more than
onefloor high and trucks continue
to take away what isleft.

A new normality

After everything that has hap-
pened in the camp, the inhabitants,
in spite of all the odds, have come
to terms with a new kind of nor-
mality; a kind of normality char-
acterized by the fact that shopsand
schools may close and water and
electricity be cut off at amoment’s
notice, akind of normality charac-
terized by the amazing ability of
local residents to disappear in a
split second whenever danger ison
the horizon, a kind of normality
characterized by thefact that twice
during our visit, some young boys
began pelting us with stones and
bottles, asif intheir eyes, any for-
eigner, regardless of hisor her po-
litical beliefs, is not one of the en-
emy.

As for the Israeli army, its at-
tempts at psychological harass-
ment are constantly growing, in
both number and severity. Asl said,
a curfew can be declared at any
moment and in most cases, the lo-
cal residentsare given lessthan an
hour to get off the streetsand avoid
therisk of being shot. At the same
time, soldiers destroy roads and

riddle electricity pylons with bul-
let holes, rendering them unsafe.
Other things are destroyed - some-
times several timesover- simply in
order to make life in the camp all
the more unbearable.

From where will the
tanks come?

Duetothe never-ending I sragli
incursions into the camp, when
night beginsto fall, people start to
ask themselves, “ From where will
thetankscomethisevening?’ (The
tanks often come in the middle of
the night when people are asleep,
which is why, the first night we
were in the camp, two of us mis-
took the sound of the Muezzin
making the call to prayer for the
sound of a soldier announcing a
curfew!) Onereally needsto have
strong nerves to survive lifein the
camp. Sadly, not everyone can
cope with so much tension, and
when thetanksarrive, especially at
night, it is not unusual to hear the
sound of children screaming and
crying, and in some cases, their
mothers too.

After our first night in the
camp, we woke in the morning to
the sound of alot of shouting and
within seconds, we found our-
selvesamost choking ongas. Only
when we were allowed to go out
later did we discover that today’s
playground had been the market,
where, not for thefirst time, I sragli
tanks had driven over the displays
of fruits and vegetables. What did
the soldiers think, that the crates
of tomatoes and cucumbers were
hiding Palestinian terrorists?
There, amongst the destruction, we

could only stand and watch in to-
tal silence as an elderly man at-
tempted to string together a
wooden crateand an old, now vir-
tually unusable chair.

The third day we returned to
Jerusalem by using the smaller
West Bank roads, which allowed
us to see some of rural Palestine.
Unfortunately, however, our en-
joyment of the landscape was
marred by the sight of the Isradli
settlementsthat onefindsall over
the place, usualy on the top of
hills.

Surprisingly, it took us less
than three hours to reach the
Ramallah checkpoint and arrivein
Jerusalem, where the friends that
were waiting for us told us that
we must have broken a record
since on severa occasions, it had
taken Olivier between 5 and 8
hours to complete the journey (a
Palestinian friend told me later
that it had recently taken him 12!)

From Jerusalem, we went to
Bethlehem, where | left my
friendsand joined the peoplel call
“my family” (a very nice local
family that | consider my own).
Like in Jerusalem, life appeared
to be relatively normal. People
wereinthe streets, the market was
alive, and people appeared to be
going about their everyday busi-
ness. Moreover, friends spoke en-
thusiastically about several rela
tively new projects, one of which
involves hel ping studentsto make
up for what they have lost during
the curfews and providing them
with psychological support, an-
other hel ping women whose hus-
bands have been killed, impris-
oned, or deported to support
themselves and their families.

However ‘normal’ life appears
in Jenin, Jerusalem, and Bethle-
hem, thefact isthat peopleare still
dying, and certain areas, Nablus
in particular, are continuing to
face some very hard times. It is
not surprising, therefore, that peo-
ple are worried about what the
futurewill hold for them; itisalso
not surprising, especialy given
the resolve of the Palestinians,
that they are trying, in various
ways, to cram an hour of living
into every single minute of free-
dom. And finally, and very sadly,
itisnot surprising that just aswe
|eft Bethlehem, the rumor started
about a pending re-occupation
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The Impossible

Nadine Abu Ata
TYT Reporter

Approximately every two sec-
onds, a child in the world dies of
hunger. Every minute, 24 peopledie
of hunger. That's 35,000 people
every day, 245,000 people every
week, 980,000 people every month,
and 13 million people every year.*
It is obvious that the hunger situa-
tion in the world is a major catas-
trophe, but in my opinion this prob-
lem could be solved, mainly through
specia programs sponsored by gov-
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ernments or by certain companies
and associations and involving the
providing of food and money to
familiesin need. Therefore, although
the problem of hunger is a terrible
one and one that deserves immedi-
ate attention, it is an equaly if not
more severe problem facing the peo-
ple of the world that most concerns
me today, namely the problem of
smoking.

Cigarettes are toxic and the
harmful effects of smoking can ruin
peoplefinancialy, socialy, and here
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Does Not Exist

we come to the most serious aspect
of the problem, in terms of their
health. In many cases, they can even
lead to death. But how? Usually,
smoking destroys essential vitamins
especialy vitamin C and B. It adso
affects the smoker’s breathing, de-
creasing his ability to sleep soundly
and prevents him from being ableto
smell and taste well. In addition, if
one smokes, the chances of one be-
coming ill whilst still relatively
young increase immensely, not |east
of all because smoking affects the
heart and lungs and can cause or con-
tribute to, amongst other things, car-
diac disease and cancer, including of
the lung, throat and mouth. Moreo-
ver, smoking damages the skin, the
gums and the teeth.

Asfor female smokers, smoking
increases the possibility of their de-
veloping cancer of the uterus, cervix
or ovaries and results in their going
through menopause earlier than other
women. In addition, compared to
non-smokers, women who smokeare
at higher risk of suffering from oste-
oporosis (bone 10ss).

As mentioned above, as well as
affecting people's health, smoking
also affects their financial situation,
especidly if the smoker has a lim-

ited budget. Sadly, many smokersare
ready to sacrifice anything in order
to buy tobacco, which is often at the
expense of their own health and well
being aswell asthat of the members
of their family. Moreover, smokers
might find themsel ves becoming un-
popular with friends and family be-
cause of their smelly breath and
clothes and, in some cases, because
of their tendency to be careless and
burn furniture and bedding, etc.
Smoking is a disease but al-
though doctorsand other profession-
alscan certainly play arolein treat-
ing it, itisup to smokersthemselves
to play the biggest role in terms of
‘treating’ it and redeeming their
health. Although it is undoubtedly
hard to quit smoking, as the saying
goes, when there's a will, there's a
way. One should always remember
that by smoking, one doesn’'t only
hurt oneself, but also one's friends,
colleagues, and family. | therefore
believe, very firmly, that no matter
how hard it is to stop smoking one
should always try his best to do so.
As Napoleon Bonaparte said, “The
impossible does not exist”.

*Quoted from thestatisticsof TheHun-
ger Project.
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To every human being

Thisisatrue story. Two weeks ago, while |
was sitting with the members of my family eat-
ing supper, we heard aterrible noise. Within
seconds, we saw the windows of the room
in which we were sitting being penetrated
by bullets, which caused sharp bitsof glass
to fly through the air and hit everything
intheir path. Whilst trying to escape from
the house, some of us were injured by
either bullets or flying glass, and with
blood all over the place, our home soon
resembled a battlefield. Eventually,
thank God, our next-door neighbors
were able to remove the bars off awin-
dow and we were able to escape, but
even then, no ambulanceswereallowed
to come and take us to hospital and
those of us who were injured were |eft
bleeding.

This may sound like an incredible
story, but itis one that has been repeated
in Palestine, day after day, for the past 20
months. | beg you, therefore, to help us
by approaching your government and en-
couraging it to put pressure on that of Is-

rael in order to end the occupation of our

homeland. 4
Areen Al-Haj

Latin Patriarch School/
Gaza
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Escape your self-imposed circle now

MarianneF. Albina
TYT Reporter

How many times have you wished your
life could be different? How often have you
thought of justifications for not going that
extra mile to enriching and improving your
career, relationships or personal accomplish-
ments? You might be happy theway you are,
but aren’t you ignoring the fact that there is
much moreto lifethan what you are currently
experiencing?

The questions above are questions that |
frequently poseto myself, usually when| find
myself preoccupied with theroutine of life; a
routine that concealsthe gifts of the universe
and imprisons me in acircle of my own im-
agination. Within the safety of such acircle,
you feel comfortable and relaxed; in no way
areyou threatened by challenges or provoca-
tions, and you are rarely required to be brave
or takerisks. The cycleis your routine daily
life, thefamiliar, your friendsand family, none
of which threatens your existence.

You live in this circle when you are con-
tent with life, but not when you seek more
from the world. I, personally, need to get the
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most out of life, but to do this, | need courage,
perseverance and determination in order to
shape life into what suits me as an individual
with my own unigque hopes and dreams.

Each of us has the chance to turn our life
into aremarkablejourney. Our lives should not
be predictable, repetitive or boring. Imagine
what alossit would beto live our lives, com-
fortably, in a well-organized circle whilst all
the time missing out on the real action and
excitement, most of which takes place outside.

Without intending to, people often create
self-imposed limitations in terms of their en-
ergies, their capabilitiesand their dreams. They
imprison their souls in golden cages instead
of releasing them into aworld that invitesthem
to seize the moment. The world will aways
be out there waiting for us to explore it and
experience its marvels, and athough it might
be extremely difficult to do this whilst living
under occupation, it is by no means impossi-
ble. | therefore encourage each and every one
of you to make your life a mission possible;
let al of us, in different ways, show the world
that the Israeli aggression has not yet suffo-
cated the beautiful spiritsthat resideinside us.

Don'treact to life asif it isan enemy to be

feared and try to run away fromitstestsrather
than approach them with confidence, not the
kind of confidence that promises success, but
the kind that supports people on adventures.
No one would dispute the fact that we are
not alwaysfully in charge of the circumstances
of our lives, nor would anyone dispute the fact
that we al have our doubts and fears; having
said that, it iswrong to believe that only when
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the right circumstances exist can we change
our attitudes and become more positive and
optimistic. You owe it to yourself to be coura-
geous in standing up for your life and going
beyond your conventional limits, so choosethe
kind of life that you want and go for it today.
Believe me, life on the outside of that circleis
alot morefun, alot moreinteresting, and alot
more rewarding than lifeinside it.

Sy

dhed dyde sdanpe

Al O gluad) (53 IS 1aa] (usas Y Las,
S caladl AMSI (o dayand |1 53 435S (Lisaass
A guugdl SLAS e gorand) Liwdi Gl S0
Al hag f)l (rlaceld o dugaiy Alied daalall
Lgeusan Lo jads aeuldlf 3 ganio sani LSl g Salall
(S (58 yall Ao 5 50 (10 (hollad sani asady

S yadd uslad) Hlaodl Hesit) QLS axag
i (o Aadn VTN (8 Y0 Y jaad Sy
A8 ,uiai g ead yulie daed o Jaidis g dacu it
I Sy JSLgdl ASI pus A3, 3 yis pal )
£5D84 O3 (e Cais

sl yhadl g s, Bl e glat) LUt gaddag
Tob 989 A8 guugd] Cgdals iS85 ,5LAL
ol (o i S Lgade Aalay) g ALiuy)
Liaaig Glacalds A8 1ait) dadlyaall oiloglat
il iyl g daaluailyl Griaalill (e lgadge
S 9 Al ey daaaYl (oS gl gn Y LRl s
Ll ) Ll 3,18 (8 LS ad) L] Jgiag pane
L d) Jladd £Ls () )81 La b

(18 13550 oyl a6 Jaeadills (0B yaieus a3
Lo guilaisl sla Sl Jguall g lads o)
g o Aol il g Gladsll ps A8Ma) daabo g
i 03 009 53T 4aall (o Lyl yaadl g rostassll g
0 pg2 9 g Ay ldadl Giladsl] Slalga)
Ayl 55

Qg gasll o pd 13U ) Js (sle ISl g
fhyge dua sl pgiuse

Ol paadl A 9o plS Ao (pa (o8 SIS S g
BYCIRVINIRFILENY] &L“t.a.m.'\ﬂj.‘m_,:mﬁg Y g
OLigall g logll JuS (po cdacald JOEal g s Ll
syt g Ggulall o3 o galod] plass (a9
.&@.sgé‘aﬁ‘_,.@dgégg‘g:\‘ﬁl GOl CM«:J&? Wnd
Cpdacald (45 a3 ¢ ilas pall Gl IS AuiLaiadl A gall
il A gl (46 | aaT g o gaguall asal cua



Al

Poof gl ogls/ il sl pagliiga

.’j’*-" ?ﬁ_.a E..-ff "'*i j’"" 'ﬁ.ﬁ-.a
S S Sd praiakl o5 ySY) A5l dus g3 5595 1Yl —Cslacl 590 Juadi'g AN Auialacaldl] Aigll syl Cpdacald JUiboi g colach L yas £ sl 89 ALl | a3

el Subualdlls Blaii Losie Il 38l 034 ¢ selandl gi padilill saaall e o gou SISLE (o 4l () 9ud pis Log GLusi¥) 398 £ 9 90 g Siabaculdll
Q9 st s 9y

1 53 (398t 018 48 yas (po (el JUiboi sy 33 A ghall JEAY el giew (i Y1 (JBLYL d8laat) elli dold g (leadd) 3 98a LSS alladl Jgu )i ol
Lags Lgusylas pl pgusly L (g grans Lo

Of 8L jaad Ll (ged s (Sl Sl gyadl g Ol Goia Jga LSt o uylad) dulls Sudad o) Sags £ g o (s 1YL ol Gllaad] 134 (o
UNDP iLasyt suasts asdft zesliyng OHCHR (lacsytt §giad colutl (b 5881 (iiSs (40 5 geas £ g it 138

59 cslaalont) Judsi LAY Lial iS5 adg .o gl Csllidlas 4318 8 uyfall oyl JLai¥l JM (po g dulatl Baall 8 Aot 038 O el al 4l
Adaaall (o Galeadl sandl (8 & padl AR Laglio g d yala¥) A5l (B pudin a3 w8l jalad) Al Guad g & o) AL Gladlows uad (e jLuaYl &89
BRI sl gt A L Lasdg

ol A il Jlonally Lot gall JSI Ly ol ySidile |yl piis
(L ganill e g 3 1Al LI i b Canilas
Alllply / el Lo 5 50 - allbply /g pilt 51 -
alll a1y /canilly il Jo S - p i1/ il sl glf alann -
alllply /magaglosliyi-  alllply /JASeS Gl o -
Pl B sy syl - alllply /Al S gl
Pl B 520/ 59 uut Bams / iaas ¥ gl -
o S50 /59 50 Zana /5391 095 -
A1 /Al y / yunddlh 28 M0 g g s il ASkao -

A Last Breath of Hope

Najeeb Abu Al-Ezam
Friends School/ Ramallah

Dear star,

| look at you every night and
wonder about the secret behind your
light, but although | wonder and
seek an answer, | realize that there
is no question to be asked. Whilst
writing these words, | remember
Maya Angelo saying, “Out of his-
tory’s huts | rise, up from a past
that’'srootedinpain| rise... l rise...
I rise”, but wait, thewords have dis-
appeared again | ook up, and | see
that raindrops are sliding slowly
down my bedroom window and that
the trees outside are now swaying
back and forth. It reminds me of
other days, days when the moun-
tains watched in the silence that
every body fears and the ‘eye of
heaven’ was lost on the horizon be-
hind the eternal seas and dreams.

Hey star, the night awakens me
and | keep on thinking about my
dreams and my nightmares. | re-
member the fear | would feel in the
absence of the moon’s silvery
beams. Flashes of memories, flashes
of light. Itiskilling me, mewho still
waits for your light, me who still
waits for fate.

Hey star, when am | going to
deep? Night after night, the shoot-
ing and explosions fill my night-
mares. Night after night, fear sneaks
into my heart. | wonder. Should |
riselike MayaAngelo did or should
| dive into the mud until it reaches
my ears?

Hey star, do you hear me? Hun-
dreds of children are being killed,
hundreds of homesare being demol-
ished and their families dispersed.
Tell me, haveyou ever heard theleg-
end about a people that wanted to
live in peace but whose message of
peace was constantly ignored? The
peoplewho ignored the message, do
they understand the meaning of
mercy, humanity, justice, or are
these merely words that have come
to lose dl their meaning?

Hey star, here’ sanother question
for you. We've all heard of some-
thing called human rights, but tell
me, why is it that here in Palestine,
human rights are nothing but yet an-
other aspect of a rapidly dying
dream? My dictionary, which |
bought in an American store, men-
tionsthewords‘ dignity’ and ‘ pride’,
but it is the Israeli submission, the
word ‘hate’, that predominates.

| redlizethat | am still awakeand
that the sky above is becoming
darker and darker. Does that mean,
my star, that you too have abandoned
me forever?
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An open message to an Israeli soldier

Reem Kankar
TalithaQoumi School/ Beit Jala

Dear Isragli soldier,

I am not apolitician looking for
power, | am not a journalist look-
ing for a story and | am not a ter-
rorist looking to terrorize innocent
peopleas most of you seemto think
| am. | am just a regular Palestin-
ian, one of many, who simply wants
to live in peace and harmony with
our neighbors. My message to you
is one of peace. | am asking you,
therefore, to think twice beforeyou
whip out your weapon and help kill

one more Palestinian. | am asking
you to stop and think whether what
you are doing isright or wrong.

Thereissomethinginthe human
spirit that pushes oppressed people
to keep searching for freedom and
the right to self-determination and
the human spirit of the Palestinians
is no different. Our land has been
taken away from us by force and in
the most inhumane ways. Every as-
pect of our lives - education, health,
theright totravel freely andin safety,
etc- hasbeen negatively affected by
thedaily acts of aggression to which
we are being subjected. Thereisno
other solution; the occupation must
end, for aslong asit continues, aong
with the subjugation and terrorizing
of innocent Palestinians, the blood
of both sides will continue to flow.

Can you really blame the young
Pal estinians who choose death over
‘life’ ?1f you wereto takethetimeto
study each case, you would find a
tragic story behind each and every
one. Thisiswhat the occupation has
brought to both Palestinians and |s-
raelis. more suffering, more agony,
more hatred and more bloodshed.

| would like to think that, deep
in your heart, you would like both

our peoples to enjoy lives that are
free of terror and suffering. If I'm
right, then join the voice that says
‘Free Palestine, end the Isragli oc-
cupation’. Peace and security are
possible, but only when they apply
to everyone. | would ask you to re-
member here that prior to the estab-
lishment of the State of Israel
through what can only bereferred to
aspureacts of terror, the Jews, Mus-
limsand Christians of the Holy Land
lived side by side for centuries, all
the while displaying mutual respect
for their neighbors.

| sincerely hopethat if you open
your eyes and heart you will find the
truth and that, having done that, you
will share it with your family, your
friends and your colleagues. | ask
you - as a friend - to support our
struggle to end the occupation and
the suffering of both the Palestinians
and theIsraglis, bearing in mind that
only when there is mutual respect
and every Israeli acknowledges the
right of the Palestinians to exist and
live in peace and dignity in their
homeland will both sides be able to
look forward to abrighter tomorrow.

Yours sincerely,
Reem
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Klara Shihadeh
Talitha Qoumi school/ Beit Jala

Once again a broken heart
resumes palpitating whilst crying
out to an indifferent world, aworld
which monitors but never inter-
venes or opens its mouth in order
to help enable ustraverse the shad-
ows of these horrific, moonless
nights. A whole nation has been
deprived of every kind of human
right. The justification? That it'sa
nation of animals, onethat does not
belong to the realm of mankind. Of
course, thisisjust amyth, yet tragi-
caly, it has somehow become one
that has affected the way in which
many view the Palestinian people.

When a Palestinian baby is
born, he opens hiseyesonly tofind
the illogical, the cruel, the unfair
sideof life. Likeinfantsall the over
theworld, hehastheright tolivein
freedom, yet he is forced to join
those who came before him in liv-
ing infilthy cages, the keystowhich
are constantly being dangled in
front of him only to be suddenly
snatched from within his reach by
those who prefer everlasting occu-
pation to everlasting peace.

Trying to stand firm on shak-
ing, quaking ground, all the while
attempting to take shelter from the
rain is the way Palestinian genera-
tions have been obliged to exist for
decades. Oppression and injustice
surround them, but they struggle on,
nonethel ess, determined to survive.
Palestinian parents - the founders
of each new generation - squeeze
their own souls in order to try to
secure their children arespectable,
honorable life, but in spite of all
their efforts, they often find them-
selves unable to protect their off-
spring from the realities of the life
to which they are born. Often, after
spending many years painstakingly

A Message to the World

building a house on the land of their
forefathers, they have to sit and
watch as, in a matter of minutes, the
homes, of which they are so proud,
are raised to the ground and their
precious shelters become family
tombs. Moreover, finding themselves
without the meansto even feed their
children, they have to sit and watch
astheir offspring go hungry.

And peoplewonder why the Pal-
estinians are resentful!

The world talks a lot about the
young Palestinians who have will-
ingly sacrificed their lives in the
name of their homeland and con-
demns their actions, but one has to
remember that we are talking here
about anew generation whose inno-
cence was taken from them the

minute they were born. Theyouthin
question were raised amidst evil war
crimes and exposed to the most ter-
rible acts of violence, and as their
ears were deafened by numerous
explosions and their lungs filled by
gas and smoke, they were expected
to settlefor ruinsfor playgroundsand
missiles and spent bullets for toys.
Tell me, in al honesty, who is to
‘blame’ for their actions?

The youth of Palestine, in spite
of all the obstaclesin their path, are
trying their best to live normal lives,
but in order to succeed and accom-
plish even afew of thethingsaccom-
plished by young people elsewhere
intheworld, they need help, not least
of al in terms of being allowed to
enjoy the necessary political condi-

tions. That help has yet to be forth-
coming. As aresult, they find them-
selves trapped in cold, dark ruins,
deprived not only of decent living
conditions, but also of an education
and theright to enjoy thethingsthey
should be able to take for granted as
youngsters. Preparing themselvesfor
thefuture, in part, by achieving self-
fulfillment and reaching their full
potential have become impossible
wishes, even though in the majority
of cases, young Palestinians are en-
thusiastic and hardworking students.
So, instead of looking forward to a
bright and prosperousfuture, wefind
the mgjority of young Palestinians
expecting nothing but more pain and
suffering and even death.

Where are those who have ac-

cepted responsibility for guarantee-
ing the legitimate rights of peoples
al over world, including the Pales-
tinians? Where are those who
vowed to ensure that democracy,
justice and humanity would prevail
al over theworld, includingin Pal-
estine? Where are those whose
sense of right and wrong, if noth-
ing else, should force them to stand
up and say ‘Enough!’? What on
earth are they waiting for?

May the world finally listen to
the bitter pleading of a broken and
dying heart. May it heal our bleed-
ing land, dry its tears, and give us
renewed optimism. And most of al,
may it grant the Palestinians that
which has been denied them so long
- their liberty and freedom.
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