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Life in a Refugee Camp

YaraKhaled
Qalandia Refugee Camp

| would like to write about my lifein
the Qalandia refugee camp. To be
quite honest, what with everything
that is happening, | hardly know
where to start. Having said that, |
think | will begin by recalling a par-
ticular event, one that stands out in
my mind.

Early one morning, | was on my
way to collect our monthly share of
the foodstuffs given to the Palestin-
ian refugees as aid by the United Na-
tions. When | arrived at the distribu-
tion point, | spotted thelarge UN lorry
immediately and thought to myself,
good, it won't belong beforethey start
to hand out the rations. | was wrong,
unfortunately, and when | saw that
nothing was happening and that no
one was paying me any attention, |
asked a woman who was standing in

the queue what | should do. The
woman replied that | should hand in
my mother’s refugee card, issued by
the UN in order to keep track of the
number of refugees, and that | would
be called when it was my turn to ap-
proach the truck. Again, | waited, and
again, nothing happened.

After what seemed like hours of
waiting, my mother, who was con-
cerned for my well being, cameto look
for me. When she found me, she asked
me what was going on. | explained
about the delays, and being uncomfort-
able with the idea of leaving me to
gueue alone, my mother decided to
stay with me. Some hours later, at 5
pm to be exact, my mother’snamewas
finally called and we were allowed to
collect our rations: some flour, some
sugar, two liters of oil, and a couple of
tins of sardines. Just imagine - al that
waiting for such a tiny, but nonethe-
less much-needed prize. The worst

part, however, was to come. On the
way home, being extremely tired, |
tripped and dropped the bag of flour.
Of course, my mother was very upset
to see the flour spill on the floor.
“What'sthe matter with you?’ shede-
manded to know, at which point, |
burst into tears.

| guessthat thisis our fate, to oc-
casionally succeedinfinally grabbing
hold of something, only to seeit drop
out of our hands. You might be think-
ing to yourself, so what, it was noth-
ing but abag of flour, but believe me,
it was much, much more than that.
We, the Palestinians, are aproud peo-
ple, but even though we live so close
to our original homes, we are forced
to rely on charity. Can you imagine
what that feels like? Will you even
try to imagine? | hope so, because
only when we no longer have to rely
on the charity of others, will will fi-
nally befree.
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9/11 and Its Day-to-Day Influence

Lana Kamleh and Saleem Al-Habash
TYT Reporter

| Kingsworth, the British writer and
P:thhor of One No, Many Yeses (about
anti-globalization, published in April
2003) says Samuel Huntington must be rub-
bing hishands, his‘ clash of civilizations' the-
sishaving been given anew lease of lifesince
11 September. It is indeed true that follow-
ing the attack on the US, world politics have
been molded into a new style- one that in-
volvesthe UScalling for a‘global coalition’
tofight ‘terrorism’. Asaresult thelegitimate
resistance of the Palestinians has now come
to congtitute ‘terrorism’ in the eyes of thethe
USanditsallies; at least that isthe view of a
number of Palestinian NGO activistswhore-
fused to sign the anti-terrorism certificate’
they are required now to sign in order to
receive grants from the US Agency for In-
ternational Development (USAID)

In order to understand more about the
effects of the global war on terrorism, espe-
cialy in terms of the Middle East and the
Palestinian-Israeli conflict, we interviewed
Chuck Hunter, the Public Affairs Officer at
the US Consulate General in Jerusalem. As
well asworking in the past for the US Infor-
mation Agency, Hunter has also worked for
theUS Department of Statein variousArab
countries.

9/11 - a ‘Wakeup Call’

Responding to a question about the
changes in US foreign policy following the
9/11 attacks, Hunter said, “The biggest
changetaking placeisthat our energies have
been concentrated on fighting a war against
terrorism, on building a coalition to address
that threat, which is directed not only in the
direction of the United States, but also in the
direction of peopledl around theworld, peo-
ple who are doing nothing but trying to live
peaceful and normal lives.” Hunter went on
to say, “September 11th was a terrible
‘wakeup call’ intermsof thelack of security
that people around the world are forced to
deal with onadaily basis. On the other hand,
there has also been a positive impact, inas-
much as there is now a broader consensus
concerning the need to address the phenom-
enon of terrorismin all it aspects.”

In response to a question concerning the
fact that the US has yet to treat other coun-
triesasfull partnersin the endeavor to wipe
out terrorism, Hunter said, “The US needs
to act like any other country does, that is, it
needsto defend itsinterests.” He added that
the US learned from the Gulf War - if not
before it - the importance of building coali-
tionsand talking to potential partners. He ad-
mitted, however, that when it comesto mak-
ing joint decisions, “the consultation proc-
ess does not always make the decision-mak-
ing easier; on the contrary, there are times
when it makesit harder, and certainly slower,
but it is nevertheless important to sit down,
take the temperature of the parties that we
are working with, so to speak, and build the

k3

at the US Consulate General in Jerusalem

broadest base possible.”
‘Why Do they Hate Us?’

Sinceitsestablishment, the US has some-
how succeeded inimplementing apolicy that
isolatesit, somewhat, from the world in gen-
eral. Although the US Congress and Senate
refused to alow the US to become amember
of the League of Nations, the US nonetheless
took part in World War 11 and become one of
the original members of the United Nations,
established in 1948. It is important to ask,
therefore, how the events of 9/11 have affected
this isolation
policy.

According
to Hunter, the
USasanation
has always
been con-
cerned with the
problems af-
fecting the rest
of the world.
“We fought
two  world
wars,” said Hunter, going on to add that dur-
ing World War |1, the US was aso actively
engaged in the global fight against Commu-
nism.

“1 think itisimportant to stresshere,” said
Hunter, “that the typical American regardsthe
US Government as something that isthereto
respond to the desires and needs of American
citizens, but also as something that should em-
body the values in which the majority of
Americansbelieve, whichiswhy today, many
Americans are asking themselves, ‘Why do
other countries hate us? What have we done
to deserve this? ” Hunter added, “ This type
of introspection and reexamination of values
and policies resulted in an extremely intense
debate concerning the advisability of going
to war with Irag, and again, in terms of our
involvement in Afghanistan.”

Israel ... Much More Active

It is common knowledge that the Pales-
tinians, asaresult of theway inwhichtheUS
has provided relentless support to Israel, feel
somewhat rejected by the American people,

Israel has been much more active,
and, in some ways, much more
skillful and much more willing to
engage with the broader world in
order to explain its point of view.

photo: Hania Bitar
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Saleem Al-Habash & Lana Kamla, YT reportersinterviewing Mr. Chuck Hunter, the Public Affairs Officer

especialy the younger generation. “It isim-
portant to know,” said Hunter, “that the typi-
cal American youngster has contact neither
with Israglis, nor Palestinians, nor Arabs for
that matter.” Hunter then added his voice to
those criticizing the Palestiniansfor their fail -
ureto present the right kind of information to
the world, especially the West, including, of
course, the US. “If you look at how Israel has
approached theworld, how it has reached out
to educate us and to make us aware of the
Isragli redlity, and then comparethat with how
the Arab countries have approached us, |
would say that Israel
has been much more
active, and, in some
ways, much more
skillful and much more
willing to engage with
the broader world in
order to explain its
point of view. This is
particularly trueif you
compare Israel with
the Palestinians. Be-
lieveme, theAmerican
people are more than prepared to accept the
ideathat every issue, every question, hastwo
sides, and if presented with reasonable infor-
mation, arguments and evidence pertaining to
aparticular point of view, they will most defi-
nitely take these into account.”

US Foreign Policy and the
Upcoming Elections

Responding to a question concerning the
role of US foreign policy in terms of the
upcoming elections, Hunter answered, “1 be-
lievethat anyone who analyzesthe upcoming
elections could make avery good casefor con-
tinuing with our current foreign policy. | aso
believe, however, that many voters will be
more concerned with local politics - with the
economy, with their ability, or lack of ability,
in terms of paying bills and getting a good
education for their kids, etc. - than they will
be with what is going on around the world.”

The Anti-Terrorism Certificate

Following the events of September 11th,

the US Agency for International Develop-
ment (USAID), a leading donor organiza-
tionin the Pal estinian governmental and civil
society, made receiving grants and funds
from USAID conditional on each recipient
certifying, when receiving funding, that it
understands that the organization “will not
provide material support or resourcesto any
individual or entity that it knows, or hasrea-
son to know, is acting as an agent for any
individual or entity that advocates, plans,
sponsors, engagesin, or hasengaged in, ter-
rorist activity, or that has been designated,
or will immediately cease such support if an
entity is so designated after the date of the
referenced agreement.”

“Theimportant thing to remember,” said
Hunter, “is that the certificate is not some-
thing specific to the Palestinian Authority,
but something that all organizations that
USAID givesgrantsto haveto sign. In other
words, isit not directed to the Palestinians,
it isnot intended to be any sort of commen-
tary on how they are pursuing their aims
concerning an independent state or anything
like that.”

Nonetheless, thereis plenty of debateand
discussion within the Palestinian civil soci-
ety regarding the certificate, which has re-
sulted in some cases in various Palestinian
organizationsdeclaring their rejection of the
certificate and with it, USAID money.

At the moment, there are still some
voices that call for influencing the Ameri-
can Congress and Senate in order to have
the resolution concerning the certificate
amended, especialy in light of the unique-
ness of the Palestinian situation. Hunter re-
sponded to a statement to this effect by say-
ing, “Lobbying the American Government
inthisregard would beineffective right now.
Yes, the Palestinian caseisunique, but there
isalot of concern in the States with regard
to the situation on the ground, and with every
bus that gets blown up, that concern is
reemphasized. People influence the Ameri-
can Congress by being proactive, by reach-
ing out to its members, by picking up the
phone and writing letters or checks, and if
they feel that what they’re seeing on the
ground here is an indication that there has
been progressin trying to stamp out the phe-
nomenon of terrorism, then they’ re not about
to alow their representativesin Congressto
make exceptions.”

A Message to Palestinian Youth

Hunter concluded the interview by send-
ing a specia message to Palestinian youth.
“During thefirst Intifada, therewasgreat ad-
miration for the Palestinian people and their
decision to resist the occupation by resort-
ing to what were basically peaceful means
rather than armed struggle. With the second
Intifada, unfortunately, alot of that support
has eroded due to the increase in violence.
My message therefore is, move back in the
direction of peaceful resistance. If the Pal-
estinians were to do that, then the interna-
tional community would willingly answer
their call for agreater level of involvement
and support on the part of the West.”
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Dave Pelzer: His Life Story and Beyond

Amani Omari
Friends School/Kufr Agab

Gripping my arm, Mother
heldin theorangeblueflame. My
skin seemed to explode from the
heat... finally| fell tothefloor on
my hands and knees. Mother
then ordered me to climb up on
tothe stove and lie on the flames
so she could watch me burn. (A

Child Called ‘1t".)
D 1960 and grew up in a
middle-class suburb of
San Francisco. Hisfather wasafire-
fighter whose work kept him away
for daysat atime. Hismother wasa
homemaker and an acoholic who
started abusing Dave when he was
four yearsold.

While his mother cared for the
rest of thefamily, Dave was starved,
beaten, burned, and referred to as
‘the boy’ and eventualy, ‘it". His
mother made him eat his brother’s
fecesand drink ammoniaand would
hold hisarm over agas stove. Dave
internalized his mother’shatred and
believed he was unworthy of love.

No one stopped Dave's mother.
In the Pelzer household, dad
worked, and mom raised the boys.
Dave sayshisfather wasthe perfect
passive observer. For Dave, surviva
became a matter of outwitting his
mother.

School was a safe haven for
Dave. It wasabreak from hismoth-
er'scruelty, and he could steal food
from the cafeteria and from class-
mates' lunches. Teachersnoticed his
odd behavior and the evidence of
physical abuse, but no official ac-
tion wastaken until 1972 when two
of Dave' fifth gradeteachersrisked
their careers ad notified the authori-
ties, saving Dave's life.

Dave Pelzer molded words that
we know and wrote about and in-
credible and inspiring life story of
hisinthree novels: “A Child Called
‘It"”, “The Lost Boy” and “A Man
Named Dave’, which captured the
interest of more than one million

ave Pelzer was born in

readers al over the world.

A Child Called ‘It’

Hisfirst book, AChild Called‘ It’
carried an unforgettable account of
one of the most severe child abuse
casesin Californias history. It talks
about the childhood of Dave and
describes the severe conditions he
waslivingin. Pelzer tellshisreaders
how his bed was an old army cot in
the basement, and his clothes were
filthy and torn. When his mother al-
lowed him the luxury of food, it was
nothing more than spoiled scrapsthat
even the dogsrefused to eat. The out-
side world knew nothing of his liv-
ing nightmare. He had no oneto turn
to, and it was his dreams that kept
him dive.

Imagine... a young boy hungry
for aloving home, his only posses-
sionsthe old, ragged clothes he car-
ries in a paper bag, and the only
world heknows, one of isolation and
fear.

The Lost Boy

His second book, The Lost Boy,
is the compelling story of young
Dave, who is rescued from his abu-
sive, acoholic mother and placed in
the hands of the foster care system.
Dave answers questions and reveals
new adventures through the writing
about hislife not only as as an ado-
lescent, but also asafoster child, who
ismoved in and out of five different
homes. He suffers shame and expe-
riences resentment on the part of
thosewho feel that all foster kidsare
trouble and unworthy of being loved
just because they are not part of a
‘real’ family.

A Man Named Dave

Finally comes the third book of
his life-story, A Man Named Dave,
which | consider asthe gripping con-
clusion to this inspirational trilogy.
With stunning generosity of spirit,
Daveinvitesustojoin himonajour-
ney during which heturnsshameinto
pride and rejection into acceptance,
ajourney during which alost, name-
less boy finally finds himself in the
heart and soul of aman who isfree.
In this long-awaited conclusion to
the trilogy, Dave describes how he
triumphed over years of physical and
emotional abuse at the hands of his
parents to become a self-accepting
and confident adult.

Daveis aliving example of the
fact that al of us have the ability to
better ourselves, regardless of the
odds. What we can learn from Dave
and his terrible life story is some-
thing beyond pain, beyond depriva-
tion and definitely beyond hopel ess-
ness. No matter how terribleyour life
seems, you should always be hope-
ful and try to believe that injustice

and cruelty - including that associ-
ated withthe lsraeli occupation - will
eventually end. Thiswhy | truly rec-
ommend each and everyone of you

to read Dave Pelzer's trilogy about
hislife story. These three books por-
tray atrue story not about pain, but
rather about defying it and being re-

silient beyond any harsh memories
of life experiences. The darkness of
his life, shall, in my opinion, give
light to those who seek hope.

I Biography of Pelzer

A retired Air Force crewvmember, Dave played a

I major rolein Operations Just Cause, Desert Shield and
Desert Storm. He was selected for the unique task of

I midair refueling of the then highly secretive SR-71
Blackbird and FO117 Stealth Fighters. While serving
intheAir Force, Daveworked injuvenile hall and other

I programsinvalving ‘youth at risk’ throughout Califor-

nia

I Dave's exceptional accomplishments include per-
sonal commendations from former Presidents Ronald
| Reagan and George Bush. While maintaining a rigor-

ous, active-duty flight schedule, Dave was the recipient of
the 1990 J.C. Penney Golden Rule Award, making him the
CadliforniaVolunteer of theYear. In 1993, Dave was honored I
as one of the Ten Outstanding Young Americans (TOYA), |
joining adistinguished group of alumni that includes Chuck |
Yeager, Christopher Reeve, Anne Bancroft, John F. I
Kennedy, Orson Welles and Walt Disney. In 1994, Dave
was the only American to be selected as one of The Out- I
standing Young Persons of the World (TOYP) for his ef- |

forts in the field of child abuse awareness and prevention |

the coveted flame.

aswell asfor ingtilling resiliencein others. During the Cen- I
tennial Olympic Games, Dave was a torchbearer, carrying
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The Torch of Hope
and Determination

Life, asthey say, iscomposed of moments. If not made
the most of, our mission as human beings, granted by
our Lord, will encounter nothing but failure. Messages
relating to the need for greater compassion in this
world of ours, in my opinion, should be sent all
over the world and reach every single human be-
ing; messages such as those originating from a
people who have lost their ability to smilein a
battle fought unfairly by a merciless enemy.

Together, hand in hand, we can make a dif-
ference and wipe away the tears of those who
have been treated unjustly. L et ushelp onean-
other, and let us light candles for those who
aredtill living under occupation, thereby help-
ing them to navigate their danger-filled path.

Arethereno such thingsaswake up calls

when it comesto those who are lucky enough
to befree?sit possible they can remain ob-
livious to the suffering of others who, un-
like them, are unable to live in freedom,
peace, and dignity? Please, tell me, my
friends, who isready to wipe away thetears
of the Palestinian people? Who is ready to
paint a smile on the faces of our children?
Who is ready to extend a helping hand to
our disabled, our elderly, and our hungry, al
of whom arein need of protection and nour-
ishment of soul and body alike?

My questions constitute an important
message, one that | hope you will hear, acall
for all of us- yes, each and every one of us-
towork, relentlessly, to build aworld of which
we can be proud, aworld characterized by hon-
esty, fairness, and love. In spite of the numer-
ous efforts to put it out, the torch of hope and
determination still burns brightly, and it is with
this torch that those of us who remain strong
should light the way of those who are wesak.

We, ourselves, are the only ones able to decide
whether to mould our souls into one hand, one heart,
one voice, or remain divided. | have no more words
for you, except these- listen to the voice inside your
heart, really listen, and then, and only then, make your
choice.

Hamdan J’ ewi
Al-K hader/Bethlehem
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My Best Friend

Ever since we met
| cannot forget
The way | felt
When | first saw your face
From that moment on
I’ ve thought only of you
And every second
You are on my mind
| used to be lost
But now | am found
And | thank you so much
For picking me up off the ground
Although with your choices
| sometimes disagree
Not once have you ever
Become angry with me
| have many friends
But you are the best
Because in so many respects
You're so different from the rest

Reem Muallam
Friends School
Ramallah/Al-Bireh

M oney

It can buy you a house but not a home

It can buy you a bed but not sleep

It can buy you aclock but not time

It can buy you a book but not knowledge

It can buy you a position but not respect

It can buy you medicine but not health

It can buy you blood but not life-

S0 you see, money isn't everything

And like everything else, it can cause pain and suffering

Selected by
Osama Damo/ Gaza
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‘Well, Edward Said used to do it’

Saleem Al-Habash
TYT reporter

| could never imagine
that | was destined to become
an obituary columnist when,
with great sadness, | wrote
about the passing of Sergio
Viera de Méello for the last
edition of The Youth Times,
yet here | am, once again
mourning thelossof aunique
and very special human be-
ing. On 25 September 2003,
the world became an orphan
following the passing of the
Jerusalem-born Columbia
University scholar, Edward
W. Said, and my fingers, as
if with a will of their own,
found their way to my key-
board so that | could add to
the hundreds of articleswrit-
ten al over the world con-
cerning his passing.

My interestinthelifeand
work of Edward Said began
with an exciting conversation
I once had with my Social
Education Teacher, back at
the Friends School. My
teacher told me that it was
Said who, single-handedly,
had changed the way in
which theWest perceived the
Arabs. “Westerners thought
that Arabs had tails,” said my
teacher. “But then, along
came Edward Said and his
book Orientalism, and every-

thing changed.” | was 15 years
old at thetime, yet, even with
my somewhat inadequate un-
derstanding of the English
language, | set about, with the
help of an English dictionary,
making my way through
Orientalism and trying to un-
derstand what was written in
this extraordinary book, with
only limited success. It was
only several years later that |
was able to fully understand
the contents, yet, in the years
between my first and second
attemptsto fully comprehend
what must surely be one of the
most important books ever
written, therewasapart of me
that always felt proud that
Said was a Palestinian, like
me, and that, again like me,
his roots, which he never for-
got, were here in Palestine.
As well as Orientalism, |
alsoread Saidislast book, Out
of Place, and it was then that
| began to really compare my
life experiences with his. In
the book, Said writes about an
old habit of eating hisfingers,
and from the moment | read
that particular section, | would
respond to anyone who chas-
tised me for exactly the same
habit by saying, “Well,
Edward Said usedto doit, and
what’s good enough for him,
is good enough for me.” It
was, I'm glad to say, such a

sical pianist.

Edward W. Said was born in Jerusalem in 1935 when
it wasstill under British control. Although hisfamily later
moved to Cairo, Said spent most of his adult life in the
United States where he attended the universities of
Princeton and Harvard before going on to teach at Co-
lumbia University, from 1963 until his death on 25 Sep-
tember 2003. A scholar of comparative literature, with
books translated into 36 languages, Said was also a clas-

good response that, in most
casesanyway, it would put an
end to the criticism.

Many of you may have
probably read thousands of
words written about Edward
Said. Itishard, therefore, for
me to add anything new to
what has already been writ-
ten, except to say that in my
personal opinion, humanity
asawhole haslost one of its
dearest sons. Edward Saidis
voice was one of the most
sincere and powerful ever
raised on behalf of the Pales-
tinian people, and the Arabs
in general. Throughout his
life, a genuine and convinc-
ing dialogue continued be-
tween hismind and hisheart,
and the message that he re-
layed to the world was asfer-
vent asit was sincere. In his
more than 20 books, Said
wrote about comparative lit-
erature, politics, classical
music, and, last but of course
not least, Palestine and the
Palestinian cause, touching,
in the process, not only the
minds of millions of people
but also their hearts.

Edward W. Said, one of
the true Palestinian heroes,
may you rest in peace.
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