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*Abu Service'.
The Godfather of Qalandia

Tilman Blasshofer
German Volunteer

For the past couple of years,
there have been days—every once
in awhile—when | have fet like
my life has been turned upside
down. | wake up to a normal
morning, but then suddenly find
myself confronted by utterly un-
expected circumstances.

| recently experienced one
such day. The adventure began in
my office when | realized that |
had |ost my wallet, which housed
some money, my ID, and a
number of bankcards. | wracked
my brains, trying to think where |
could havelost it, eventually com-
ing to the conclusion that | must
have left it in the service taxi in
which | had traveled earlier that
day. With no idea of how to get
thewallet back, | projected all my
hopes on the honesty of the one
that had found it and the assump-
tion that, being honest, he or she

would call one of the numbers on
the slips of paper inside.

| waited, but no one phoned, so
at the end of the day, | asked my
bossto drop me off at the Qalandia
checkpoint, thelast stop for thetaxi
inwhich | had traveled that morn-
ing, inthe hopethat | would beable
to find the driver who had given
me aride. Upon not finding him
there, | asked the other drivers if
anyone had heard anything about
alost wallet, but no one knew any-
thing. Just when | was giving up
hope, | was introduced to ‘Abu
Service,’ the person responsiblefor
ensuring that the taxis leave in the
same order in which they arrive
and that the drivers all stick to the
same prices, thereby introducing
some kind of order into the other-
wisemessy Jerusalem public trans-
portation system. Unfortunately,
even he was unable to help me ex-
cept by promising to ask around to
seeif any of thedrivershad indeed
found the missing wallet and sug-
gesting that | approach the ‘Abu

Service' at Damascus Gate.

The following morning
brought no news regarding the
whereabouts of my wallet. ‘Abu
Service,’ quite obviously, had
come up with nothing at
Qalandia. | neverthelessremained
optimistic, still choosing to be-
lieve that an honest driver or fel-
low passenger would eventually
get in touch.

My faith wasrewarded. Later
in the day, | found out that the
driver of the Ford Transit in
which | had traveled the day be-
fore had dropped off my wallet
at the reception of a hotel on the
street inwhich | live. The money
wasmissing, but | didn’t mind be-
cause, in my opinion, by losing
the wallet | had opened the door
to the opportunity of meeting one
of the most charismatic and in-
teresting men in Palestine - Abu
Service, the godfather of
Qalandia, who had given me an
invaluable insight into the func-
tioning of the Pal estinian Society.
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They Learned to Struggle

‘Arna’s Children’ tells the stories of a group of boys growing up in the Jenin refugee camp

Tilman Blasshofer
German Volunteer

“Learning and freedom are the
goals of our struggle,” shouts Arna
Mer-Khamisto her audience, just be-
fore her voiceisdrowned out by thun-
derous applause. Dozens of children,
together with their families, have
flocked to the Stone Theater in the
Jenin refugee camp, eager to attend a
performance celebrating the fifth an-
niversary of the theater’'s existence.

Arnais happy. The powerful old
lady watches‘ her’ childrenintently as
they perform their showpiece, ‘The
Small Lamp,’ aplay for children writ-
ten by the late Palestinian writer
Ghassan Kanafani.

It all began in 1989, during the
First Intifada. ArnaMer-Khamis—the
daughter of a Zionist family, a mem-
ber of the Communist Party, and mar-
ried to one of the party’s leaders,
Saliba Khamis, a Palestinian from
Nazareth — moved to Jenin to support
the Palestinian resistance. As a reac-
tion to the school closures by the Is-
raeli Army, she established an alter-
native education program for local
children. Together with local educa
torsand mothers, Arnatried to encour-
age the children of the camp to ex-
presstheir feelings of bitterness, frus-
tration, anger and fear through avari-
ety of creative activities, such asdraw-
ing and acting. She did not only pro-
vide these children with the school-
ing of which they were deprived fol-
lowing the occupation, but, in addi-
tion, aimed to educate them to become
whole, autonomous and fighting per-
sonalities taking part in the Palestin-
ian nationa struggle. It wastherefore
no coincidence that her project was
called ‘Struggle to Learn and Learn
to Struggle.’

In 1993, Arna was awarded the
Alternative Nobel Prize for her “pas-
sionate commitment to the defense
and education of the children of Pal-
estine,” which enabled her to estab-
lish atheater for young actors.

Juliano Mer-Khamis, Arna's son
and co-director of the documentary.
‘Arna’s Children, joined his mother
in Jenin and, once the theater was
founded, immediately became one of
its directors. Throughout the years
1989 to 1996, he filmed the children
of the theater with his High-8 video
camera, documenting their growing-
up.

Ashraf, “the shorty with the big
smile,” as Juliano warmly refers to
him, wasawaysthe star of the theater
troupe. Acting for him was not just
‘fun’ or a means of expressing him-
self, it wasaform of political expres-
sion, “likeaMolotov Cocktail,” ashe
once put it. Ambitious and talented,
he dreamed of one day becoming the
first Palestinian Romeo.

Yousef and hisbrother Nidal were
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the youngest children in the group.
Said Yousef, who aspired to one day
become aprofessional actor, “1 recelve
power through my connection with the
theater. Thereisinside me afeeling of
revenge and hatred toward the occu-
pation. Thelsraglishavekilled children
and adults, destroyed houses, and pre-
vented usfrom living ashuman beings.
Through acting | am able to protest,
gain power, and explainwhat | want....|
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can aso explain that | lovelife.”

The home of a nine-year-old boy,
Ala a, was demolished by Israeli bull-
dozers, causing the collapse of a
neighboring home, in which Ashraf
lived, aswell. Thetwo boys, along with
five other friends, were the children of
Arna, the children that she encouraged
to play and act in the hope that by do-
ing so, they would be ableto deal with
their memories of violence and de-
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struction —apart of their daily reality
in the camp.

In 1995, Arna died of cancer.
Juliano, however, continued to work
in Jenin until 1998. Although the Pal-
estinian Authority at one point took
over the theater project, it eventually
abandoned it.

During the last days of the Isragli
Army invasion in April 2002, Juliano
returned to the refugee camp of Jenin
accompanied by acamerain search of
his friends...Arna’s children. The re-
ality he had to face there was bitter.
Both Ashraf and Nidal had been killed
in abattle whilst fighting with agroup
of Al-Agsa Brigades activists. Other
former Stone Thester actorsweremiss-
ing, and nobody knew whether they
had been arrested, buried under the
rubble of their destroyed homes, or
assassinated by soldiers. Asto Yousef,
he had joined the Islamic Jihad and,
after going to the Israeli town of
Hadera in October 2001 and opening
fire from a stolen jeep, driven by a
comrade, and killing four women, was
himself shot dead by an Israeli police-
man. By the time Juliano returned to
Jenin, Ala awas|eading Al-AgsaBri-
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gadesin one of the last battles of the
invasion. On November 2002, hewas
assassinated by Israeli soldiers.

‘Arna’s Children,’ |leaves the au-
dience with afeeling of sadness and
fatalism. Anything that could go
wrong went wrong. Anything that had
resulted in optimism concerning the
futurefailed to bear the awaited fruits
dueto the harsh reality on the ground.
Itisastory of failure, onelacking any
sense of optimism. However, as
Juliano himself pointed out, it was
never hisintention to givethe viewer
any kind of ‘hope.” “I leave the chil-
dren in your hands, in the viewer's
hand,” said Juliano, who refused to
comment on the different paths that
Arna’schildren had chosen to follow.
“Everybody has to find his own in-
terpretation, his own approach...the
truth isavivid thing, and it is not for
me to serve as ajudge of morals.”

Juliano made the film for his
friends, as a memorial, as a way of
commemorating “their struggle.” He
is convinced that his mother, Arna,
would be proud of every one of them.
After dl, they learned to struggle -
by any means.
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Hotel California:

Such a Lovely Place

Amir Prasho
Bosnia and Herzegvina

The Olympic summer
gamesarebeing held thisyear
in Athens, Greece, which
means that the symbol of
peace, unity, and cultural her-
itage is coming back to its
birthplace. For the duration of
the games, all nations are in-
vited to put aside their differ-
encesand participate. Thefact
that conflictsinvolving small
ethnic groups remains
unmentioned, with nobody
paying theissue much, if any,
attention, having deemed it
unimportant, appears irrel-
evant.

It would appear that many
people have forgotten the
story about Alexander the
Great and how he managed to
conquer half the world with
the help of only the ethnic mi-
norities he had previously
conquered. Why, today, isthe
focus only on ethnic majori-
ties? If we look at the events
of the past whose conse-
quences still influence the
events of today, we will no
doubt be reminded of events
such as the persecution of the
Jewsin Spain, which resulted
intheir being driven out of the
country by the Spanish king
in 1492. Is what happened
thenreally so different to what
ishappening in certain places
today?

The best example of the
mistreatment of ethnic minori-
ties can be found in the con-
centration camps of World
War |1, where Jews, gypsies,
and other minoritieswere tar-
geted in different occupied
countries. Another good ex-
ample involves Saddam
Hussein, who, after seizing
power at the beginning of the
1980s, together with Turkey
launched a campaign against
the Kurdish ethnic minority
on the border between Iraq
and Turkey. A similar situa-
tion evolved in Europe at the
end of the last century, which
made Kosovo famous world-
wide.

In the so-called civilized
world, a military and logistic
superpower is emerging with
both thewill and the ability to

protect al the people of the
world, no matter their race,
skin color, or sex. It is the
same power that used to sym-
bolizethe birth of democracy.
It is there to serve the world
population and protect them
from everything evil - even if
it means war. It is the land of
the dreams for half of the
world population.

Some, however, would
disagree. Take, for example,
the Native American popula-
tion of the United Stateswho,
after being brought close to
extermination, now appear
destined to spend their lives
living in reservations. Better
still, why not focus on anyone
with dark skin and hair and
who happens to look Arab

who attempts, today, to enter
‘the land of the free and the
homeof thebrave' ? If they’re
lucky, they will not only re-
ceiveafreeticket and then be
greeted by their ‘hosts’ at the
Guantanamo base in Cuba,
they will aso have the privi-
lege of being put under mili-
tary guard — with the guards
doing their best to ensure that
the ‘terrorists' are kept out of
where they are not wanted —
and even receiving a nice or-
ange suit!

So, thebasic question here
is, istheAmerican ‘ dream’ ac-
tually adream of anightmare?
And what democratic solu-
tions should &l the countries
in the world pick up from
Uncle Sam?

Bosnian
Humor

YaelleLink
Germany

| often wonder how people manageto deal with
apainful past by resorting to humor, asisthe case,
inmany instances, amongst peoplefrom previoudy
war-torn countries. The Bosnians are a good ex-
ample; they takethings easy and arerarely stressed.
Moreover, they no longer focus on the war or want
to be associated with it in any way. In short, they
believe that life goes on despite what happened in
the past and that one should simply get on with it

and enjoy...

There are, however, | believe, noticeable dif-
ferences in terms of Bosnian humor and humor
amongst other peoples. For example, Bosnians
laugh alot at themselves but without feeling sorry
for themselves, no matter what situation they find
themselvesin. Their buscould get stuck in asnow-
storm, for example, and they would most probably
simply get out their guitars and start singing their
unusual folkssongsuntil the situation wasresolved.
AsaGerman, | can’t even begin to imagine how |
would react to such a‘disaster.

To be honest, | find myself slightly jealous of
the Bosnians' sense of humor. | wish | could be
more like them in that regard, but | can’t; some
things just can’t be changed, including on€e’s atti-
tudeto lifein general and misfortunate in particu-

lar.

Intercultural Exchange:
participants and teamers
engaged in an
intercultural discussion

Interaciton: starting
from the right; Geza
(Germany), Mahmoud,
Osama, Iman (Pales-
tine), and Maysa'a
(Germany) in oneof the
group discussions.

Religion vs. Communism

Mirna Duhacek
Bosnia and Herzegovina

Today, religion is very
important in Bosnia and
Herzegovina, unlike in the
old daysin the former Yugo-
slavia, when Communism
was the order of the day. In
the past ten years, religion
hasmadefast progress, help-
ing people to adjust to the
new situation, such asby en-
couraging them to celebrate
religiousholidaysand taking
care of their religious land-
marks, €etc.

yA

Although most people
are happy with the new de-
velopments, there are those
who stand in opposition.
They are, of course, aminor-
ity, but nevertheless, certain
questions have arisen, in-
cluding those relating to the
Separation amongst people
duetotheir belonging to dif-
ferent religious sects.

At the time of writing,
only five-seven percent of
citizens remain atheist, war
and hunger having failed to
change their minds. In most
cases, however, they have
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adopted the right kind of at-
titude and respect those
whose views concerning re-
ligion differ from their own,
even though they say that a
man can never be cautious
enough, especially wherethe
religious ingtitutions are in-
volved, because they are
well known for now and then
taking awrong turn.

In general, Bosnia and
Herzegovina is enjoying a
period of peace and
tranquility. Along with its
other citizens, | hope it will
last forever.
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GET FOGE

Their participation in the * Get Together All over the World' seminar, held in March 2004, was a source of pride for the 24 participants from the three participating countries
- Bosnia& Herzegovina, Germany and Pal estine. Spending one week producing a newspaper, although somewhat tiring, was also agreat deal of fun and each and every one
of the participants said they had thoroughly enjoyed the entire experience, which involved not only training and practice in newspaper production, but also various

multicultural activities.

The seminar was organized by Schuler-Helfen-Lebeben (SHL - Students Help to Live), a German organization that was established in 1992 following the eruption of the
war in Bosnia. The organization opened the door for young German students to help their neighbors in the Balkans. Amongst other things, SHL organizes a bi-annual

activity called ‘ Social Day,” when students are given the opportunity to work for one day and then have their ‘ payments’ gathered and sent to Bosnia & Herzegovina. In
2002, the organization succeeded in attracting 210,000 students, who collectively gathered in excess of 3.8 million Euros.
Inthis, the eraof theglobal village, we find ourselvesin asituation whereby it isnow much easier to learn about others. During the seminar, participantswere not only able
to meet and share ideas and experiences, but also, to enjoy the benefits of the fusion of three different cultures whilst sharing a common goal, namely, the production of a
professional newspaper.

Eight members of PYALARA took part in the seminar and came away from Sankelmark and Berlin (Germany) with many interesting stories. The Youth Times decided to
share their stories, as well as those of other participants, all aged between 15 and 22, with its readers. We now invite you to listen to what they have to say.

The Tragedy and the Aftermath

By Samer Nammari,
Palestine

| was very excited to
have Bosnians and Serbs at
my sideas| washopeful that
they would tell me about
their experiences during the
war and how they eventually
managed to put aside their
differences and come, in the
end, to live in pesace. It was
perfectly, natural, | believe,
that as a person who himself
is living in a warlike situa-
tion, | was keen to hear what
they had to say.

After fighting against
each other, with both sides
tasting the stench of death,
the Bosnians and Serbs are
now, thank God, living in
peace, with no differences
between them. Although |
did not know thefiner details
of the war in Bosnia-
Herzegovina, | had heard a
lot about its ugliness and vi-
ciousness, which had made
me all the more eager to lis-
ten to some first-hand ac-
counts.

Momcilo Kovac, 17, told
me that it is the politicians
who areto blamefor thewar,
because it was they who
drovethe peopletofight. He
then provided mewith afew
historical factsrelatingtothe
chaosthat started in the Bal-
kans at the beginning of the
1990s:

A five-day war in
Slovenia resulted in separa-
tion from the Union of Yu-
goslavia because 95 percent
of its people were
Slovenians. The Croatians
wanted to establish a state
once they were separated
from Yugoslavia and in the
end, 600,00 Serbs found
themselvesliving in exilein
Serbia In 1991, Macedonia
was separated from Slovenia
by an agreement. Thebiggest

problem, however, was
Bosniaanditspresident, Alija
| zetbegovic. Bosnianstried to
become separated from Ser-
bia and Yugodlavia but their
demand was rejected by the
Serbians in Bosnia.

There are basically two
versionsof thestory concern-
ing how the war started: the
Bosnian (Muslim) version,
and the Serbian version. The
Serbs claim that the war
started when a Serbian man
whowason hisway to awed-
ding was killed by Muslims.

The Muslims, on the other
hand, claim that the war be-
gan when a woman named
Suada Delberovic was shot
dead by a sniper during a
peacerally.

Adnan Cviko, a 17-year-
old Muslim from Sargjevo,
said that he too holds no one
responsiblefor thewar except
the politicians who began it
and who brought misery to
everyone. He said he still re-
membered, in great detail,
hiding with his family in the
basement of the building in

which they lived and which
they used as a shelter during
the shooting and bombings.
On one occasion, he recalled,
a grenade went off near the
window of the shelter; had it
fallen just inches closer to the
basement, along with his
mother and siblings, hewould
now be dead. Worthy of men-
tionisthefact that Aziz Cviko,
Adnan’s father, became a
shaheed (martyr) on the
frontlinein Sargjevo.

| tried to find out more
about the misconceptionsrel at-

“War Is not a choice”

Interview by:
Participantsin the Seminar

On Wednesday, 10
March 2004, agroup of stu-
dents from three different
nations— Palestine, Bosnia,
and Germany - met with
Mrs. Heidi Simonis, Min-
ister-President of
Schleswig-Holstein, Ger-
many. The following is a
short interview with Mrs.
Simonis.

What is Germany’s
opinion concerning the
foreign policy of the United
States in relation to the
Middle East?

Germany does not ap-
prove of the United States
foreign policy, nor does it
approve of the British atti-
tude concerning the war in
Irag. Unfortunately, we
didn’t know [at the begin-
ning of the war] that the
Americans were just using
pretexts.

What is your personal
opinion concerning the
‘democracy’ that the
United States is trying to
impose on the Iragis?

Germanswereforced to

become democratic by the
allies in the wake of World
War Il after severa years of
living under a dictatorial
leader. It is my opinion,
therefore, that imposed de-
mocracy is not always
wrong, aslong asit lastsfor
a short time only. Ideally,
people should be given the
time and space to discuss
their futureand what itisthat
they want to achieve. A free
elected government could be
a consideration, even if,
wereit to exist, there would
be trouble for awhile.

What do you think about
the Isradli policiesin rela-
tion to the building of the
so-called ‘ security fence' ?

Building awall between
two peoples who are full of
fear is not the solution, es-
pecialy if the ultimate goal
isapeaceful future. The ex-
istence of awall will always
encourage negative, rather
than positive, feelings.

What would Germany

do, in your opinion, if the
United Stateswereto attack
North Korea?

Were this to happen,

Heide Smonis, Minister Presi-
dent, Germany

Germany could do nothing.
We would be unable to stop
the United States. | would
liketothink that the memory
of what happenedin Iragand
the way in which the war
harmed the US economy
would make the Americans
think twice should they con-
sider engaginginsuchawar.

Do you have a final
wordfor Palestinian youth?

Yes, | would like to tell
themthat | have adream that
al children, regardless of
their location, will have the
opportunity to grow up to be
free and independent.

ing to how the war began, par-
ticularly the common belief in
many circles that the Serbs
were the ones responsible. In
doing so, | heard from Angela
that there had been crimes on
both sides, that those who took
part in massacres and the es-
tablishing of massgraveswere
drivento do so by the craziness
that overtakes people during
war and that causesthemto do
such terrible things without
thinking. Shortly afterwards,
theMuslimstold methat it was
anunfair war becausethe Serbs
had access to al the weapons

of the ex-Yugoslavian army
while the Muslims were
forced to fight with only
sneakers and AK-47s.

| realized, eventually,
that nobody really wanted to
talk about thewar. | can't say
| blame them. If | were in
their place, 1 too would be
eager to be free of the bad
memories and nightmares
that were an outcome of this
particular tragedy and to get
on with the business of liv-
ing with my neighbors in
peace.
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My Dally Life!

young Palestinian, | never know
how my day will turn out to the
unstable political situation in the

Normal. Peaceful. Exciting. country since the beginning of the
Fulfilling. None of these words Intifada. Beforethentifadastarted
describe my life asayoung Pales- three and a half years, I, as a Pal-
tinian. This may sound almost un- estinian teenager living outside of
believable to aforeigner, but | can Palestine, had a normal life. |
assure you, it is the truth. As a would wake up in the morning, go

Bashar Soloh
TYT Reporter - Ramallah

Olive Tree
Educational Trust

Scholarships

Your opportunity to:
you full fees

ing on your circumstances)

City University
CITY London

The University for business

and the professions mutual understanding

Olive Tree’s founding

academic partner : X :
in which you live

To find out more visit: www.olivetreestrust.org.uk
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. Study in London for an
undergraduate degree

. Win a scholarship that will cover

. Obtain a bureary to cover accomodation
and living expenses (up to 100% depend-

. Join other students - Israelis and Palestinians -
interested in the promotion of human rights and

Are you? A good student: proficient in Englsh; aged un-
der 25; committed to the development of the community

a combined degree programme and community development project

to school, and then sometimes go
out with my friends, never need-
ing to worry about anything.

Since the Intifada began, how-
ever, | have become used to wit-
nessing sad, terrible, and often un-
believable events on adaily basis.
For instance there have been days
when massacres took place thanks
to the brutal Isragli oc-
cupation in the various
regions of the West
Bank and Gaza Strip.
As a result, instead of
focusing on the things
that most teenagers fo-
cus onin other parts of
theworld, | find myself
thinking about theinno-
cent people who have
been killed or injured,
those who were humili-
ated, those who wit-
nessed the destruction
of their homes. My life,
in other words, is far
from normal, as is the
political situation in
Palestine, which re-
flects on the way we
teenagers must live our
lives: full of fear and
suspense and con-
stantly awaiting yet
more humiliation at the
hands of the Israeli oc-
cupation.
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