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Beyond the Lines
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Refusnik Rotem Mor tells TYT:

e Furst dfng Elat chil
ibren are taught when
ihey Thrsl g 6o ool

o mapally the ABC. In luacl, the
sibimathian i3 miy dilfercni, cocepi
that here, the learmng of the A B(
s aceoumpanied by snother kind ol
education, namely, thal penainmg
jo ibe imporiance of mulitry sery
b, Tharaighmin Daracl, schaiobchul
dren are I.ﬁ.l'ht. conviamly, hows
signl sl s sl wpon reschiong the
age of FH. they join the srmiy in
wegler 10 el ihie comntry [roem
ihe ever-fescil encimy, Miliary
ecocultsin ks nok lirnabeod b schinals
thaowigh: i (fact, i extends 16 al
most every sphere of the furucli
society since almasl every [roeh
b served, 18 serving, of will one
diay serve in the army. As a resull,
with only very few exceplions,
, teachers and
RLLE . .
employees all share a comimwh

Boimil, that Boml being an indalli
i b | i it

Inle Bscdpicd piw Ele i i
unce of mlithry service

During the corrent Intifada,
however, a growing mamber of ls-
raelis have decided., for both per
sonal and polincal reasons, 1o re
ject the idea of military service
The maovement has gradually b
come larger and mare organiiod
amud those whn Belong sl are now
pelemed Do as el In miny
instances, o decision o feliise o
serve in the military s based on
political beliefs that first cnwege
when questhons Lrvse Concerming
what others automatically assume
10 be the truth concemning the sito
ation on the grouml. In such cases,
it s ot @ simple case of good ver
sy evil, and whether the gueshions
arise eatlier - ¢, prior (o joning
the army - of lier - i.g., once al-
ready in the wrmy - for those -
volved it is the beliel that thangs
are being hidden and the truth dis-
torted that motivates them o look
for answers, including an allema
v 1o military service.

In its November/December
2002 edition, The Youth Times

-—wmﬁ#ﬁ’%i?

|'|'II-.|"'|II-|'I-|'.'~i My eicluuve endery e w
wilh iefunnik Fysl Hosenheny | wfu
ol ek (Rt bee Teaad refused 1o sedve
in the lurseli army because he did
O SpEnee L e Bl o woas dkang im
the Ckoupied Termtones and con
siberen (s actEma ihere to be mior
alls wirig. Mofe reoendly, we in
Ferveewed anoihser relusmik . Hotwem
Blawr, whose siory e [ollins
Mor. wh s 23 ik thez arwive
for both personal and psslibical res
wodps [iller serving for fwo yeam. 'l
[V ] AR Nigsn s s v a il
1&ry il o the Dsrsci Jsrdamninn
hewriber, wlsere 1 was il pishs s o
ondinate wiih thae Jordanias
Lo wihio then added (sl his i
iermction with Fales
the army had been very linnted, ~l
ihen worked for a year i a leaclser

gl @ school in Jenusalem . As 1o why

sirrnans whlsl

W oo |u1.u|u1 i1 wak doing,

I woenil Bocauss il 1nill

servig at the same ume as 1 was

Under Pressure!

Young people are resed very
badly 10 the army,” snad Mo, whale
trying 1o explaan the lack of mob
vation foe young peophe to do their
military service. "To begin wath,
there's po privacy. Then, of course.
ithere are the incidents af pliyscal
und werbal abaise al the hands o
officers. Thoae three years of mili
tury service, believe me, ane hike
three yeurs of prison.” Mor abded
that there s certainly na financial
myotivation encouraging young Is
paclis vo do thewr imilitary LErvicoe as
the standard allowance 1 only 3N
shekels per month

Young Israclis who find them-
selves in the army undoubledly
come under o lot of pressune, but
expeoally those whike conscicnces
wre more finely tuned; last year, for
enamiple, a botal of S0 soldiers com
mitied supcide as a direct sl of
the acts they had been forced 1o
commit as part of their military

WO 1w wnidl Mo

gk ol all Ahe yomang pouple wilbo

i the armmy, apprcaimnisely hall

BT I'...|l| Y I g maEindy 1 et s
1
A LT FEaiiA i KT i LR BT
A I
11l ENEY e serving (b BRI
jursl ma AP o parefals amil sablamps o
ochaT re kst ves didl - i be the CHEce
i
hall go simpily heicauss ihey |
nas Chiee andd ey me A |
kwmown Tach thal amyuone i

weill Bia

iy | eyt
FEOTTIRILIE S
i educairom, Cansdi TR

Even buyimg d R

Two Options
Hivl wbinl about thase Laraelis
whao, ke Mor, mefise 0 do then
mulitary service” “Basically, they
have 1wo uplmm. :ﬂd Mm

can ke comvidered 3 trdbor wnd g0 .
mcisn & i ay b 1
Uhgil s Larac iy mreny Ivas i doani
prychnamsts w hose by bl 14 i @0
wure Thal Bew recidits s me sol
fenmg from senous pay<hological
pochlems aaied 10 weed oul thene
whea dir, the fear being il they
coubd commin sicide while in the
armiy. As & resuli, many young ls-
raclin who seck in escape milstary
wervice pretend 1o have mental
problems, somelimes going (o
guile gxtraordinary lengihs i of
der o convinee the psychiatnsts
ilad they are (1] and therclore &
sk,

As 1o those who refuse 1o act
and who end up gong 1o pruso,
sofse rema i prison fof (o
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