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LLLENS

cientists have always wondered if life exists on other
planets. Even as a very small child, | would watch movies
about aliens attacking the earth, though to be honest, | didn’t
really enjoy them because you could always predict what

would happen at the end: Man becomes friends with the aliens, or
Man destroys them. As | grew up, however, my interest in aliens — and

consequently, movies about aliens -
a startling realization, namely, that all of us — you,
— are aliens ourselves.

What do | mean? Think about
it. One day, we all leave our
‘kingdom’ to set out on a trip that
we know will lead us toward the
unknown. We don’t know where
we are going, or even whether
or not we will make it, yet still,
we set out, hoping and praying
that we’ll arrive at our final
destination safe and sound.

As soon as our flying saucer
takes off, sirens are heard on
earth, the place we have always
heard about, the place we would
all like to make our ‘home,’ but
fromoursaucers, we see nothing
except darkness, and no matter
how hard we look, it's darkness,
and nothing but darkness, that
we continue to see. We carry on
regardless, hoping to find some
terra firma on which to land, and
some of us — the lucky ones —
eventually see that large round
object called earth. The problem
is that upon getting closer to
planet earth, it becomes clear
that all is not well there. In fact,
it's obvious that it's chaos, not
calm, that prevails, and to make
matters worse, the creatures
living there are obviously not
friendly; if they were, then why
would they be screaming and
setting off sirens when aliens —
even friendly ones — enter ‘their’
space?

SCARY IMOMENTS

All of a sudden, things become
real scary as our screen starts to
blur and we lose our connection
with base. It appears that
these creatures have good
technology that prevents us from
communicating, and to make
matters worse, we're suddenly
confronted by a bright, blinding
light at the end of the dark, dark
tunnel through which we are
passing. What is happening, we

increased as | gradually came to

I, and all Mankind

NADINE ABU ATA
TYT REPORTER/AMMAN

ask ourselves? Where is the light
coming from? Have we landed
on the surface of the sun, rather
than earth? For a moment, we all
wish we could turn around and
return, but it's already too late;
the aircraft has landed, and we’re
immediately captured.

We look around us at the native
creatures of the planet on which
we have landed. We feel lost,
hated, and out of place, so we
close our eyes and ask God to
protect us in a world about which
we know nothing. Usually, it's
not long until God answers our
prayers and sends us an angel
to guide and protect us, an angel
to provide us with the necessary
love and support. More than that,
He also sends us a king, one
who will work hard to defend his
territory, of which we are now a
part. Angel and king — Mom and
Dad — the ones who take us from
the scary dark place to a place
filled with light, a place filled with
love, a place we eventually call
‘home.’

HOME...

For me, home was a tiny
house. | felt loved there, and |
felt secure, but | also felt lonely.
That is, until one day, from out
of nowhere, a little kid popped
out of the other room and said
“Hi Mom! Hi Dad! Hey, is that
Nadine?” At first, | didn’t know
who the kid was, although for
some reason, she seemed
familiar, but then it dawned on
me; | wasn’t alone, this little kid
was another alien, one who had
arrived before me, and of course
she was familiar, because she
had set off from exactly the
same base in exactly the same
saucer! After discovering, that
this other alien was referred to
as my ‘sister,” | also discovered

that slowly but surely, this tiny
house was beginning to feel
like a real home. In fact, during
the next three years, | began to
realize that my new life on earth
was much, much better than
| could ever have hoped for,
thanks, in part, to my sister, with
whom | would spend every free
moment exploring and getting
up to mischief, even at the risk
of being yelled at. What fun we
had playing together, and how
grateful | was for Janquile and for
the fact that, with her by my side,
earth had turned into a wonderful
place, and my life there, simply
perfect.

With time, however, things
changed. Mom and Dad no
longer gave us the attention we
had become used to, and instead,
would constantly talk about
issues we didn’t understand.
Could it be that the king no
longer cared about his kingdom?
Could it be that the angel God
had sent to us had accomplished
her mission and been given a
new one? It certainly appeared
so0, judging by the fact that the
two of them one day returned to
the house carrying something
that looked like a grocery bag
but that was obviously far more
important. How did we know it
was important? Because Mom
carried it differently than she
would a humble shopping bag,
and instead of placing it on the
kitchen table, she took it inside
her bedroom and placed it on
the bed. No, this wasn’'t a bag
of groceries, this was something
that moved, and, from time to
time, that would make a strange
kind of noise.

MY PERSONAL ET.

Neither Janquile nor | were
happy about the thing in the

.‘

bedroom, the main reason being
that it sucked up every ounce of
attention that Mom and Dad could
give it, usually at our expense. It
wasn’t long, therefore, before
we gave ourselves a mission:
to get rid of this intruder, this
noisy ‘thing’ that had invaded our
territory, and to make sure that it
never returned.

Sixteen years later, and | admit,
quite freely, that our mission was
a miserable failure. Rather than
rid ourselves of the ‘creature,
we — like everyone else — fell in
love with it, so powerful was the
magical wand in its possession, a
wand it would only have to wave
once for all around to welcome
it into their hearts. With time,
the creature was no longer an
intruder but a princess, the one
who ruled our hearts and minds,
and not a single day would pass
without our spending quality
time with her, talking, laughing,
simply chilling. Looking back, it

looks like God knew how life
would be without her, which is
why He decided to send her, my
personal ET who came to earth
16 years ago, hid in my heart,
and held my hand in times of
need to help me get through
unscathed.

My advice to you here is,
next time you watch a movie
about creatures from outer
space, don’t assume that
they’re something of which
you should be afraid, but at
the same time, don’t assume
that they’re nothing but fiction.
On the contrary, take care,
because they could very well
land here on earth and invade
your heart, just like the one that
at first filled me with hatred and
fear invaded mine. Believe me,
they have their ways of getting
to you, and once they’ve gotten
to you, nothing will ever, ever
— thank God — be the same.
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ARAB AMERICANS: BETWEEN MERE AND THERE

rab American — this
term we use to
identify those who

are often left feeling they
belong nowhere, in spite
of their carrying the names
of two different cultures,
those who are often left
feeling lost and who are
forced to struggle against
various kinds of problems
whilst trying to fit in at least
one of the cultures to which
they supposedly belong.

Arab Americans are US
citizens and permanent
residents who trace their
ancestry to the Arab World
or who immigrated from
one of the Arab countries.
It should be mentioned,
however, that the majority of
the new generations of Arab
Americans were actually
born in the United States.
Arab Americans belong to
many religions and, although
most of them speak Arabic,

there are huge differences
between the different
dialects. In other words,
being of Arab origin does not
mean that an Arab American
will necessarily have a lot in
common with his or her Arab
American neighbor.

Like many peoples who
immigrated to the United
States, the Arabs who went
there in the early years (
before the year 1948) were
seeking an opportunity to
make money. After 1948,

however, other factors came
into play, the main factor
was political such as being
forced to leave Palestine as
a result of the Arab-Israeli
conflict and being forced to
leave Lebanon as a result of
the civil war.

It is hard to determine how
many  Arab  Americans
there actually are as the
US Census Bureau does
not use the Arab American
classification, in addition

to the fact that many
Arab  Americans identify
themselves differently,
some, for example, by
referring to themselves as
Middle Eastern. That said,
it has been estimated that
approximately three million
Arab Americans currently
live in the United States.

Arab Americans live in all 51
States, but approximately
one third of them are
concentrated in California,
Michigan, and New York.
Another third are spread out
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| recognized that |
wasn’t ‘pure’ American like
the others at a very young
age, perhaps when | was
four or five. | wasn't at all
happy being different. |
wanted to be like the other
children in my class, all of
whom were white, with
parents who were born
in the States and who
ate normal food like other
Americans, etc.

Until | entered high
school, at the age of 14,
| hated being an Arab and
would deny my origins
in every way possible.
| thought | could make
myself be more like the
other kids. Of course, it
didn’t work, and it only left
me feeling more frustrated
and unhappy.
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Today | realize that all
the years | spent being
ashamed of my Arab
roots were due to the fact
that others can be racist
and ignorant. Children in
particular can be very, very
cruel. | am now very proud
of who | am and where my
family comes from. | am
also resentful toward the
American culture, which
made me so ashamed of
myself for so many years.

I am very lucky
inasmuch as | face fewer
difficulties than other Arab
Americans do. My parents
are progressive and not
too strict. In addition, |
speak very good English,
am very familiar with the
American culture, and,
aside from my appearance

RCADEMY, AL-RAM

(P'm rather dark), | blend in
with the general population
fairly easily. | still, however,
find it very frustrating to
talk to others about what
it's like to be an Arab in
America because anyone
who hasn’t had a similar
experience simply cannot
understand what it’s like.

| do not think that I'm a
part of the ‘Arab culture.’ |
also do not think that I'm
a part of the ‘American
culture.” No, | believe that
I’'m somewhere in between.
I have this in common with
others living in the States,
but | do not think that it is
necessarily a bad thing,
| simply feel that it gives
me a different perspective,
one that is different to that
shared by people who were
born into only one culture.

» Virginia for
year ago.
for a Summer i
vacation gn
Much that she decided wg

- ne to Palestine
Y mother oveq it so

ould g return. | |oy,

in seven states;lllinois,
Maryland, Massachusetts,
New Jersey, Ohio,
Texas, and Virginia.
Approximately half of all
Arab Americans live in
20 metropolitan areas,
the four with the highest
number of Arab Americans
being Los Angeles County
in California, the Wayne
and Oakland counties in
Michigan, Brooklyn in New
York, and Cook County in
lllinois.
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In fact, | consider myself
rather fortunate.
Beginning in  high
school, | started to
become more active
in my community and
interested in my culture.
In college, | was very
active; | was an officer
in an organization for
Arab students, and | was
involved in many political
activities. | will always, no
doubt, have conflicting
and contradictory
feelings about being an
Arab American and will
never truly ‘belong’ to
any one group, but this
is a situation from which |
believe | can learn a lot, so
I’'m not overly concerned.
YARA DAHUD
24 YEARS OLD
SAN FRAN(SCO
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am, standing
in front of my
students and
wondering
which of them
will be the first to make fun of
me!

When | was a child, | used to
feel sorry for my mother, who
has spent practically her entire
life in some kind of educational
establishment: 12 years as a
pupil in school, four years as
a student studying English at
university, and then many, many
years — almost 20 now — back in
school as a teacher.

I myself never had any desire
to become a teacher, which is
why | chose to register with the
Modern Languages Department
at the University of Jordan, the
aim being to work after finishing
my studies for an embassy, a
tourism agency, a translation
office, or even perhaps an
NGO; in other words, | wanted
to be anything but a teacher.
Then, however, during my
second year at university, | had
the opportunity to work as an
English teacher at an institute in
Amman. | loved my job, and felt
extremely lucky to have a good
part-time job that was connected
to what | was studying. |
thoroughly enjoyed dealing
with my students, the majority
of whom were older than I, and
derived great pleasure from
watching their English skills
improve. Still, however, | never
thought of working as a teacher
once | had graduated.

When | returned to Palestine
after completing my studies, |
applied for a job to countless
NGOs, tourism agencies,
translation offices, and, as a last
resort, schools. Because of my
previous teaching experience,

.

W@é@ﬁ@@

NADINE ALl

TYT REPORTER

BET SAFAFA

Lifeis funny. g wer s myapplication

Only a few ' o, was accepted
months ago, by a number
| was sitting of schools...
at my desk but not by
writing a note any of the
to my friend organizations
in which | for which |
made fun of really wanted
the professor to work.
standing And so it
nearby and was that |
now, here | ended up

working as a
teacher in a
high  school
and dealing
with students
who were younger than | by
only a few years, and | can tell
you now that the tricks played
by students haven’t changed at
all since | graduated from high
school roughly three years ago,
nor have the students’ dreams,
hopes, worries and demands,
not to mention their nagging.

The question now is how
can | be expected to believe a
student’s excuse for not doing
his or her homework or not
studying for an exam when |
myself used to come up with
exactly the same excuses? How
can | punish a student for doing
something wrong when | myself
would frequently do similar
things, such as write a message
to the person sitting next to me
during class, even though | was
an excellent student and loved
by my teachers?

Since | started teaching, |
have changed in many ways,
including in terms of my
personality and the way in
which | interact with others. |
remember, for example, the
great effort | had to make when
sitting on the bus in order to
refrain from turning around and
telling the person at the back
talking in a very loud voice to be
quiet and to ask him, “Don’t you
realize that you're disturbing
every single passenger on the
bus?” | also admit to correcting
any paper that comes into my
possession, even away from
school.

Oh my God, it's true, I'm really
a teacher! And to think that |
never wanted to be one...Life is
indeed very funny....
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