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St. Patrick’s Day has always been
a very special day and had a special
meaning for the Irish people through-
out the world. This year, unlike in
previous years when I celebrated
this special day with my friends and
family back home in Dublin, my
capital city, I had the privilege of
celebrating it in Palestine in another
very special capital city, Jerusalem,
with Palestinian, fellow Irish, and
international friends alike, and what
fun it was, not least of all because
my Palestinian friends learned very
quickly just what St. Patrick's Day
means for the Irish.

St. Patrick's Day, which is a na-
tional holiday in Ireland, falls on 17
March every year and is an occasion
of great celebration, not only for the
native Irish themselves but also for
the many millions of people of Irish
background and those that affiliate
themselves with the Irish throughout
the world.

% tatrtele

St. Patrick, a Romanized Celt
called Patricius, is believed to have
been a shepherd from somewhere in
the West of Britain (most probably
Wales). The son of deacon and the
grandson of a priest, he later became

amissionary and at some point in the
5th Century AD brought the Chris-
tian faith to Ireland. The story goes
that at the age of 16, St. Patrick was
seized by a group of bandits near his
home and taken across the sea to Ire-
land where he was sold as a slave.
After some years of herding animals
in lonely places, he managed to es-
cape and made his way to the Con-
tinent, where he studied to become
a priest. It was documented that one
night in his sleep he heard a voice
calling him back to Ireland and in-
structing him to "walk once more
amongst the Irish," which is exactly
what he did. The compassionate and
determined way in which St. Patrick
answered the mystical message has
caused him to be known and loved
ever since as Naomh Padraig (Gael-
ic/Irish for St. Patrick), or the Patron
Saint of Ireland.

There are many stories, myths
and legends relating to St. Patrick,
but my personal favorite is the one
according to which he reportedly
banished all snakes from Ireland,
which is why until today, the Irish
thank him for making Ireland safe.
There are also many well-known
places and monuments named af-
ter our first Saint throughout the
country. For example, my primary

school is called St. Patrick's School,
the church in the town where I live
St. Patrick's Church, and my local
football team St. Patrick's Athletic.
In addition, thousands of Irish men,
both young and old, go by the name
of Patrick of 'Paddy.' The fact is
that St. Patrick, the slave boy for-
cibly taken to Ireland from abroad
- a courageous and protective figure,
proficient in miracles, scrupulous in
teaching, but full of human kindness
and with his own unique sense of
humor - has become to many gen-
erations of Irish people the epitome
of all things Irish and all the things
they consider important

For generations now, large street
parades and marching bands have
been the order of the day when it
comes to marking St. Patrick's Day,
and participants from all over the
world flock to Ireland every year to
celebrate. The largest groups come
from the United States, Canada,
Britain, and continental Europe,
but this year also witnessed the par-
ticipation of approximately 2,000
visitors from places such as Togo,
Bangladesh, and Shanghai. You
never know, perhaps next year we
might see a group from right here
in Palestine marching through the
streets of Dublin and raising their
national flag, high and proud, side
by side with their Irish brothers. In
sha Allah!

St. Patrick's Day has become so
famous for its festive nature and the
fun to be had that in Ireland, the cel-
ebration period has now extended to
an entire week. While the principal
parade takes place in the capital city,
Dublin, which I am proud to call my
home, many cities and towns through-
out the country hold separate parades

to mark the day of their patron Saint.

Some 400,000 people lined the
streets of Dublin to watch this year's
parade, but surprisingly, the larg-
est parades actually take place out-
side the Emerald Isle in cities such
as Boston and New York in the US
and Sydney in Australia. This year
in New York, for example, some two
million people attended the city's
245th annual St. Patrick's Day pa-
rade. The reason for such large turn-
outs in other parts of the world is,
no doubt, the mass emigration that
started in Ireland during the 1800's
and continued right up until the late
1900's, the result of the poverty,
hardship, and famine caused by the
British occupation.

W
In her St. Patrick' Days—

sage for this year, our President,
Mary McAleese (our second fe-
male President), said St. Patrick's
Day is a one of a kind celebration
for the Irish and their friends,

both at home and abroad. She
added that the Ireland of today
is vibrant, cosmopolitan, and
filled with energy, and that inter-
national relations are playing an
important part in our maturing as
a nation. She went on to say that
she hoped that the hurt and pain
caused by the years of conflict in
Ireland could be healed and that
the people of Ireland will be able
to move forward as a peaceful na-
tion.

I personally hope that the les-
sons learned from the pain and
suffering endured by the Irish peo-
ple will be transformed, translated,
and transported to places such as
Palestine, where I currently reside,
and where, as I said before, I re-
cently celebrated my special day. I
wore my green, white, and orange
colors proudly this year on the
streets of Palestine and explained
to all those who were interested
what the colors - and our national
day - represent.
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Education is an important element of life for all
Palestinians, not least of all because it represents
security, especially in relation to their future. Since
the loss of Palestine in 1948 and the associated
dispersal of thousands of Palestinians, the
majority of whom became refugees living in other
countries, it has been proven, time and time again,
that those Palestinians with higher educational
qualifications have been far more successful
in terms of finding jobs and enjoying a better
standard of living. It is not surprising, therefore,
that most Palestinian families put a lot of effort
into educating their children in order to help them
survive in an unknown future.

Education - Hope

For Palestinian children, education means
hope, the hope of being able to build a better
future, and it is their clinging to this hope that
allows them to face and overcome the numerous
challenges that they face, day in, day out, simply
trying to reach school. Were they not so intent
on doing well at school, then | believe it would
be impossible for them to do this. Still, however,
they feel unsafe when passing the checkpoints,
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being acutely aware of the potential for violence,
perpetrated by Israeli soldiers, not to mention
humiliation and other forms of abuse, directed
either at them directly or at others. Nor does
their determination prevent them from being
frightened when soldiers yell at them, or when
police dogs are brought in to intimidate them
even further. True, some choose to avoid all this
by taking lengthy detours in order to avoid the
checkpoints, but this in itself is a major problem
as it makes their journey so much longer and
oftentimes, so much more difficult and, in some
cases, if they are spotted by soldiers, extremely
dangerous. The bottom line is that all these
problems undoubtedly cause the children a
great deal of mental and physical fatigue and
reduce their ability to focus on their studies, not
only at school, but also at home, and, in some
cases, can be responsible for pushing children
to turn to violence against teachers and other
pupils when their poor performance is criticized.
Another major problem facing a large number of
Palestinian children is that the erection of Israel’s
‘segregation wall' has resulted in their being
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separated from their original school and being
forced to attend a new one, which has meant,
amongst other things, the loss of the majority
of their friends and having to start in a new
environment and make friends all over again.
The Checkpoint & I

Children in other countries consider
finishing a full academic year a major
achievement. |, on the other hand, consider
being able to finish a single day of studying a
major achievement because of all the effort,
on my part, and on the part of my family,
that goes into making it possible. Every day
my father takes me close to the checkpoint.
Once | have passed it, | phone my father to
let him know I'm okay, then phone him again
once I've arrived at school. During the day,
if something happens either in the school
or in the area, | call my father yet again so
that he’ll know I'm all right. Then, just before
leaving school, | phone again to tell him I'm
on my way home, with another call to follow
once I've passed the checkpoint.

Sometimes | wonder what foreigners think
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By Nadine Handal - Jeruslem

when they see so many Palestinian children
with mobile phones. | imagine that they
assume that ours must be a wealthy nation.
The reality is, of course, that for us, the
phones are not a luxury, they’re an absolute
necessity, one for which many sacrifices have
to be made by our parents. | really feel sorry
for those families who cannot afford a mobile
phone for their children and wonder about
how they must worry, knowing they have no
way of contacting them should they hear that
something has happened. Just imagine what
it must feel like to never know if your child is
still alive until they actually walk through the
door. | know, judging from the expression on
the faces of my parents, how relieved they
are once | return ever day from school after a
long and dangerous journey, and | know how,
as the evening draws to a close, they start to
worry about the day that will follow. Amidst
the tension and confusion, however, my life,
and my education, continue, the hope of a
better future constantly spurring me on...that,
after all, is what education is all about.



Celebrating Their Voices

The Palestinian child Day has been marked every year since the late Yasser Arafat endorsed it
in 1996. sadly, ten years after it first emerged, Palestinian children ave still facing exactly
the sawme problems caused by occupation and exactly the same fears. At the same time, however,
they are now wmore determined thaw ever to enjoy their rights as documented in the tnternational
Convention on the Rights of the Child, to which the majority of countries of the world, (srael

tncluded, are signatories.

This year, to mark The Palestinian Child day, we are publishing some diary exerts - some veal,
some imaginary - of children living in Palestine under occupation. The writers of the excerpts are
all young Palestinians who are all too familiar with the reality of life in Palestine and the effect

it has on Palestintan chiloren.

To all the childven of Palestine, whether You Live here in Palestine or in the Diaspora, we say this...
The 5th of April is YOUR day. Enjoy it! And remenmber, this is more than a chance for You to
celebrate; it's also an opportunity for You to stand proud and claim all the rights to which you, as

children, as Palestintans, are entitled.

ROUD TO BE A
I ALESTINIAN

Today is the Palestinian Child Day. As always, I'm proud to be
a Palestinian girl, one whose self-confidence increases every
day and who constantly grows stronger, even though the overall
political situation appears to worsen with every passing day.

Today, on my way to school, | crossed, as usual, the Qalandia
checkpoint. Most people probably do not realize what crossing the
checkpoint can entail, nor could they appreciate just how difficult
it is for me to simply arrive at school in order to continue my
education. Each time | pass the checkpoint, my mind is flooded by
s0 many memories, including those of the eight-year-old child who
was once upon a time inside me, before we came to Palestine, and
who upon arriving in Palestine, found herself feeling both scared
and insecure. It wasn’t easy for me to adjust to living here, not
least of all because | found it hard to accept the fact that living in
Palestine is different from living in any other country of the world.
For example, at the beginning, whenever someone said the word
‘checkpoint,” | would think to myself, “So, what's the big deal?” |
soon found out, of course, that the checkpoints are a bid deal,
something of which | became acutely aware when an Israeli soldier
at one of the checkpoints snatched my schoolbag away from me
because | hadn’t responded quickly enough to his demand that |
step back from the line...yes, | remember crying all day because
of that particular incident. | honestly never imagined that passing
a checkpoint would be so hard, so hard, in fact, that eventually my
parents started to limit my ‘coming and going hours’ and the places
| was allowed to go and so forth all because of the checkpoints.

Living outside Palestine was so much easier; at least | felt safe.
It's not that | regret coming here to live, but | need so long to feel
safe again. | ask you, is it fair that a child or a teenager should have
to hear shooting outside her house while she’s trying to watch TV?
Is it fair that her parents should have to take her to their room in
the middle of the night and turn off the lights without her knowing
why? Is it fair that out of all of the cars waiting at the checkpoint,
the soldiers always seem to pick on my father’s car to be checked?
These are the questions that | ask myself, and even though, today,
the checkpoints are most definitely a ‘normal’ part of my life, I will
always resent the loss of innocence that for me, and many other
Palestinian children, they will always represent.

| doubt, very much, that any of the words in existence could
adequately describe our suffering. What | find amazing, however, is
the fact that with every checkpoint that is erected, with every stone
that is thrown in defiance, with every seed that is planted, we, the
Palestinians, grow stronger in terms of our resolve to survive. That,

BY: ZEINA ABU HAMDAN.
JERUSALEM

in itself, is something of which
all of us should feel proud.
The 5th of April is
supposed to be a special
day, a day when we, the
children of Palestine,
proclaim our rights,
those same rights
that Israel so
brutally
snatched
from us.
We're
talking
here
about basic
human rights,
including the
right of every
adult to be able
to look back on
his childhood
without having to
re-live the arrest of
his brother, or the
shooting of his father,
or any of the other
things that have become
so ‘normal’ for Palestinian
children. The reality is, of
course, that even if the day
does come when we're able
to live in a free country, when
we’re able to sing our national
anthem without fear of being -
punished, and when we’re no longer sad but
happy, even then, we, the children of Palestine, regardless
of how old we are, will continue to pay the price of our
forced maturation and our premature loss of innocence,
both of which are wounds that can never heal.
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Apologizing

to a Soldier

Sarah Mohammad
15 years old/Bir Nabala

| knew that this was going to be no ordinary day as | made my
way to school, maneuvering the many checkpoints crowded with
hundreds of people just trying to go about their lives. As usual, |
found it hard, as a fifteen year old, to cross the checkpoints without
being afraid. As usual, due to the delays at the checkpoints, | arrived
late for school and once again, | was interrogated by my teacher
concerning the reason for my late arrival. | apologized, explaining
to my teacher that in spite of leaving home early, crossing the
checkpoints, which were particularly crowded, had caused me to be
late. Once convinced that | was telling the truth, my teacher allowed
me to enter the classroom. Unfortunately, however, the first class
had already ended and the second begun. I tried so hard to catch up
with what the teacher was talking about, but it proved impossible, |
was simply too tired, too exhausted to pay attention, and all | could
think about was the fact that the night before | had been unable to
sleep because Israeli forces had bombed my neighbors’ house and
even when the bombing had ended, my fear had kept me awake.

Now realizing that | stood no chance of understanding the
lesson, | asked the teacher if | could go outside in order to drink
some water. She agreed, but before | could make it to the tap,
| found my neighbor, Nadia, and her grandmother, standing
outside the classroom crying. | asked Nadia why she was crying,
and when she didn’t respond, | asked her again.

“Israeli solders came last night and took my brother to jail,”
replied Nadia between sobs. “They told my mother that she
wouldn’'t be allowed to visit him and that he would never be
coming home, but my mom kept telling them over and over again
that they were wrong, that he would be coming home. Once the
soldiers left, my mother burst into tears and then carried on crying
for the rest of the night. There was nothing | could do to calm her
down.”

| hugged my friend and then gently led her to the classroom.

On our way home from school that day, at the checkpoint, Nadia
and | were forced to get out of the taxi and to give the soldiers our
schoolbags to be checked. Suddenly, it all got too much for me,
and as a soldier handed me back my bag, almost without thinking,
| kicked him in the leg. The soldier, obviously, was very angry and
demanded to know why I'd kicked him. “Because,” | said, “you and
your friends took my friend’s brother to prison without even giving
him the chance to say goodbye to his sister.”

Suddenly, as if from out of nowhere, my brother arrived and,
after apologizing to the soldier and promising him that | would
never again do something so stupid, he was able to secure our
release. | was furious with my brother and demanded to know
why he had apologized to a soldier. “One day, you'll understand,”
he said. “You'll understand that there are things in life that you
simply have to accept.”

That night, after having my dinner and doing my homework,
| decided to go to bed early in the hope of being able to catch
up on my sleep, but when, eventually, | fell asleep, it was to the
sound of bombing and shouting in a foreign language...

Photo by: Shane O'connor




Missing
You Badly

You filled my heart with happiness,
Stripped me of all my sadness.

But now I'm very sad here

Missing you, as I do, my dear.

Every time [ think of you,

Of the way you talk, the things you do

I start to cry, tear after tear

To never see you again, is my greatest fear

It’s so unfair to be apart.

My heart hears nothing but your voice,

And I know that this was not your choice. -\

Which is why I think of you everday,

And to see you soon will always pray.

When you miss me at night just look at a star,

And you’ll find me there, hoping to find out where you are
And when you miss me in the daytime, as the sun is rising high
You’ll find my heart flying, searching for you in the sky,

Thus no, I refuse to say goodb;/p, ;
And I'll do nothing but sit and cry.
I hope you understand what I feel, ! f
Lhope you know that it is real, \
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- Ireally wish this nightmare would end With no more words to say...
( hat pati I fri i i i
That patience would prove to be my friend I wait, to be with you again, some day... /
¥IVly»future without your love looks so bleak o et
And the word ‘Goodbye’ I refuse to speak ! Hlba Shamma
y feelings towards you are so v’e;ystgng, { N \
) 16 years old

Your love for me, it fills my héan lolc IO/Uu:; p:u:w

i And life without you would be surely wrong

Rosary Sisters' High School
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: range
" Color Yellow
: Pink

01 ... Color: Navy
11/04 20/04 Color Silver

05/07 - 41/07... Color: Orange
15/07 - 25/07... Color: Yellow
6/07 - 04/08... Color Pink
05/08] Mlim HBIUE)
14/08 - 23/08... olor Green

24/08 - 02/09... Color: Brown
. .

24/10 - 11/11 olor

12/11 21/11 Color Gold
-0 olor: Cream
- ... Color: Maroon

... Color: Maroon

RED
Cute and lovable type, you are picky
but always in love ...and liked to be
loved. Fresh and cheerful, but can
be "moody" at times. Capable with
people, nice, soft, and that can love
you for the way you are. Likes people
that are easy to talk to, and can make

you feel comfortable.

TEAL
You are mostly interested in your
looks. And have high standards in
picking love. You think and make a
solution precisely, and hardly make
stupid mistakes. You like to lead,
and is easy for you to make new
friends.
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BLACK
You are challenging, and have the
"quts". But you don't like changes in your
life. And once you make a decision, you
keep it that way for a long time. Your love
life is also challenging, and different.

GREEN
You get along well with new people.
You are not really a shy person, but
sometimes you can hurt people's feelings
by your words... You like to be loved and
noticed by your lover, but mostly you are
single, waiting for the right person.

GOLD
You know what's right and what's
wrong. You are cheerful and out
going. It's hard for you to find the
one you want, but once you find the
right person, you won't be able to fall
in love again for a long time.

PINK
You are always trying your best in
everything, and like to help and care for other
people. But you are not easily satisfied. You
have negative thoughts, and you look for
romantic love like in a fairytale.

MAROON
You are intelligent, and know what's
right. You like to take things go your way,
which can sometimes cause trouble or not
thinking about other people's feelings. But
you are patient when it comes to love...
Once you get a hold of the right person,
it's hard for you to find a better love.

ORANGE

You are responsible for your own
actions, and you know how to treat
people. You always have goals to
reach, and are competitive. When it
comes to friendship, you find it hard to
trust someone, but once you find the
right friend, you trust them for ever.

PURPLE

You are mysterious, never selfish and
get interested in things easily. Your day
can be sad or happy depending on your
mood. You are popular between friends
but you can act stupid at times, and
forget things easily. You go for person
that's trustworthy.

YOURSEI.I-'

Get to know who you are by the color of your birthday.
Check the color and see the explanation

SILVER
You are imaginative and shy, but
you like trying new things. You like to
challenge yourself. You learn things
easily, and like "Hard to get". Your love
life is normally hard and confusing.

WHITE

You dream and have goals in your
life. You get jealous easily and
you don't react to things easily.
You are different and sometimes
thought highly by others.

OLIVE
You are warm and light hearted. You
seem to flow well with friends and
family. You don't like violence and know
what's right. You are kind and cheerful,
but don't envy other people easily.

BROWN
You are active and sportive. It's hard
for other people to become close with
you, but you fall in love easily. But once
you find out you can't get something,
you give up and let go easily as well.

BLUE
You have low self-esteem, and very
picky. You are artistic and like to fall in
love, but you let your love pass by, by
loving with your mind, not your heart.

NAVY
You are attractive, and love your life.

You have a strong feeling towards

everything. And very easily distracted.
Once you get angry at someone, it's
hard for you to forgive them.

AQUA
Your feelings change suddenly and
easily. You are always lonely, and like
travelling. You are truthful, but listen and
believe other people too easily. It's hard to
find love for you, and you get lost in love
easily. Sometimes you get hurt by love.
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