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THE

EYE

Or

PALESTINE

Name: Mu'ayad Alayan
Age: 20 years old
Nationality: Palestinian

Occupation: Full-time eye

of Falestine and part-time
filmmaker

Address: Wherever ideas fly
and struggling exists, main
office, Beit Safafa (village next
to Bethlehem with a population
of around 6,000)

Gifted with: A creative mind
and a twinkle in the eyel

Mu'ayad, a resident of
Beit Safafa, graduated from
the Freres High School in
Jerusalem and then, with his
GCE Certificate in one hand
and his dream of becoming
a filmmaker in the other,
departed for San Francisco in
order to fulfill his dream.

Mu'ayad brother and sister
once told him, ;You have to
choose one of two things:
to study something that you
don’t like and become rich
financially, but not in terms
of happiness, or to study
something for which you have
a passion and find happiness
in your work, even knowing
that you will never be rich.
Being well aware of the fact
that money can never buy
happiness, Mu’ayad knew that
his future was in art and film
making, and so it was that once
in San Francisco, he signed up
fora filmmaking course offered
by alocal cinematic institution,
there being no suitable course
on offer in Palestine.

Whilst studying in America,
Mu’ayad made many short
films, never forgetting his
country Palestine or his
village Beit Safafa nor the
daily lives of the Palestinians
living there. Examples of his
short films include one about
the Palestinian folk dance,
the dabka, one about the life
of a young Palestinian girl,
and a third about two young
men, one Palestinian and
the other Israeli. Suddenly,
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however, halfway into his BA,
Mu’ayad decided to return
to his homeland, Palestine,
to use what he had learned
for the benefit of his village
and his country. It should be
mentioned here that Mu’ayad
has presented several of his
films and documentaries in
San Francisco, Boston, and
New York, including a feature
story based on his father’s life
in Beit Safafa and another that
focused on his friend, whose
problems with his identity
have isolated him and his
father from his mother and
sisters. His work has been
received very well, so well, in
fact, that he was awarded the
sought after Kodak Award.

Mu’ayadisnowconcentrating
on a filmmaking project
involving 12 young people
from Beit Safafa, aged 16-17.
Whilst constantly teaching
them about the filmmaking
process, he is helping them to
produce their own short films
and documentaries using his
personal equipment in the Beit
Safafa Club without the benefit
of any kind of funding and
relying solely on his talents
and expertise.

Asked about the subjects
on which he tends to focus,
Mu’ayad said that he prefers
to deal with social issues rather
than political ones because the
majority of people are fed up
with politics and are looking
for something new that takes
them away from their routine.
He always, he added, focuses
on real stories involving
people he knows personally or
that he has heard about from
others. He then mentioned that
the films being produced by
his team of young filmmakers
are due to be shown during the
Palestinian Festival in London
and the Arabic Festival in San
Francisco.

In addition to his filmmaking
projects, Mu’ayad is also
involved in an exhibition,
which is being held at the Beit

Safafa Club and whose subject
is the Palestinian Nakba
(Catastrophe). The exhibition
includes both old and new
pictures relating to the Nakba
as well as a short slide show
about Beit Safafa itself and
how it was divided into two
areas. Most of the residents
of Beit Safafa have now seen
the exhibition, as well as one
of the Palestinian films that
Mu’ayad presents at the Club
each Friday.

Another project in which
Mu’ayad is currently active is
one involving the preparation
of two documentaries, one
about his family, and the other
about three Tawjihi students
from Beit Safafa, two of whom
are musicians, and the third,
an academic genius. The aim
of the second documentary, he
explained, is to follow the lives
of the three young Palestinians
and see how far they will go.

The most difficult problem
he faces these days, said
Mu’ayad, is a lack of funds,
without which it has become
almost impossible to embark
oncertain projects and see them
to fruition. Another problem,
he added, is the fact that very
few people are willing to help
with the projects without any
kind of financial reward. He
mentioned in this regard that
in San Francisco, a group of
five or so people would get
together to exchange ideas
and experience relating to film
making without money ever
becoming an issue.

Palestine is clearly full of
creative young people like
Mu’ayad. The problem now
is how to use their talents and
expertise, given the limited
resources, to make their
dreams, and those of others,
come true.

Ruba Mimi
TYT Reporter
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The Place Where Stories and Experiences Become Real

AI-H a rah y ‘the neighboorhood’

— the title of the theater, written on a sign
hanging outside Al-Harah Theater on the
main Beit Jala road, immediately inspired
an image of a comfortable, intimate space
full of people of all different kinds. Indeed,
Al-Harah, according to its reputation, is a
place characterized by the existence of
interwoven relationships between young
and old, between boy and girl, between
man and woman, a place where stories
and experiences become real. And so, it
was with much excitement that | entered
its doors in order to interview Ms. Marina
Dominoes Barham, the General Director
of Al-Harah Theater, who told us that the
theatre emerged due to the collective
effort of seven young Palestinians: a
theater director, a technician, a producer,
and four actors.

The whole group had extensive knowledge
of and experience in both establishing and
working in theater, so “we set out to create
a theater company whose productions
would be not only professional in technical
terms but also moving, challenging,
accessible, and honest”. Through
performances and educational work, the
our team, which now consists of three
actresses, three actors, a technician and
a director, now brings compelling stories
to audiences throughout Palestine, the
Arab World and beyond in one of the last
uncensored spaces.

Ms. Marina says: “Our target audience is
young Palestinians aged 15 and over. We
have been concentrating on children for
the past ten years, the reason being the
neglect to which they have been exposed
in the past decade”.

Al-Harah emphasizes the need to work
with young people in order to meet their
artistic needs and help satisfy their natural
curiosity. “Here at Al-Harah we consider
theater a medium through which young
people can explore the diversity inherent
in different cultures and opinions in a
manner that would otherwise not be
possible through an essential alternative

means of expression” as she says.

She also said: “We usually concentrate
on topics that are directly related to
the community in which we live. Our
performances for children present special
educational messages to our audiences
in a way that is amusing and fun. Our
plays for adults, meanwhile, are designed
to send a special message from us, the
Palestinians, to the rest of the world”.

The Theatre and occupation
“We try to give young people a chance to
express themselves freely and by teaching
them about democratic principles, which
they are then encouraged to apply not
only amongst themselves but also in
their interactions with others” she says.
By changing the lives of young people
and nurturing a more positive approach
to life, “we are effectively resisting the
occupation”.

Over the last six years Al-Hara has done
a lot of touring in Europe — ltaly, France,
Germany, Switzerland, Sweden, and the
UK - and the Arab World — Egypt, Jordan,
and of course Palestine - with both
performances for children and those for
adults. Ms. Marina noted that the effect of
these tours has been tremendous in terms
of changing people’s views regarding
Palestine and the justness of the cause.
“Our request for justice and for freedom
has been presented not only through
our plays but also through the interactive
discussions with the audience that
followed the shows” she noted.

Many people from all over the world came
to Palestine after seeing one of the shows
in order to learn more and show their
solidarity with the Palestinian people.

Awards
The members ofAl-Harah have participated
in several Arab and international theater
festivals over the past six years, and won
several awards. In 2001, for example,
‘Until When,” a play directed by Raeda
Ghazaleh, was awarded ‘Best Theater
Technicalities’ by the Cairo International
Experimental Theater Festival, and in

3)5)l b1® :paliy
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2003, The Arab Children’s Theater Festival

in Jordan named Ruba Subhi ‘Best
Actress’ for her performance in ‘Miladeh
and Ramadan’s Journey,’ a children’s play
also directed by Raeda Ghazaleh. Then,
in 2004, Nicola Zreineh and Ruba Subhi
were named as ‘Best Actor’ and ‘Best
Actress’ by the Arab Children’s Theater
Festival in Amman for their performances
in ‘The Little Match Girl, yet another
Raeda Ghazaleh production.

A year later, in 2005, Al-Harah and
the Backa Theater received the ‘Best
Performance’ award at the Children’s
Theater Festival in Romania, and in May
2006, Al-Harah trainees from Dheisheh
refugee camp received the same award for
‘AKey and a Life’ directed by Mohammed
Awwad and Sami Mitwasi from Al-Harah
Theater, at the Arab University Theater
Festival in Jordan.

But how can the theatre involves young
people in is activities?

Ms. Marina says: “We try to reach young
people through our performances, through
our drama training, and through other
projects connecting youth”.

Young people can be so inspiring, and
it is rewarding to see how they develop,
including with regard to their self-esteem,
and become empowered by doing
theater.

Training courses
Drama training is a very important part
of the work. There are basically four
different types of training on offer, which
are training in using drama as a tool on
a professional level, which is useful for
individuals employed as social workers
and occupational or other kinds of
therapists. Training for young people who
wish to form a theater group in their local
community. The training of sound and light
technicians. And the training of teachers in
order for them to be able to teach drama
to children. Marina also noted that at
present they are training three groups: A
group of young people at the Polytechnic
University in Hebron. A group of 30 young

people from Dheisheh refugee camp,
divided into two groups, who want to
form a theater group at Al-Finieq Cultural
Centre. And a group of 20 young people
who are involved in a cultural exchange
project with young people from Kosovo,
South Africa, and the UK.

“This project, which is called ‘Arrow,
was the idea of St. Mark’s and St. John’s
College in Plymouth, UK” as she noted.
The training of young playwrights has been
going on since 1995. The most recent
conference of writers, representatives of
the Royal Court Theater in London and the
young writers took place in March 2005.
she says: "l should add here that seven
of our writers, who have our constant
support, have completed the first drafts
of plays while several have written other
creative pieces and others have had short
stories published in local newspapers".
Now that the members of this group have
been helped to establish themselves as
writers the theatre will turn the attention
to building and developing a new class of
talented young hopefuls, the members of
which will come from all across the West
Bank.

Over the years, some very well known
writers and directors from the UK
have worked with Al-Harah theatre on
developing Palestinian playwriting,
including Mr. Stephen Jeffreys, Phyllida
Lloyd, April de Angeles, David Greig,
Rufus Norris, and Elyse Dodgson. "This
particular project has been funded by the
British Council and by Guiding Star LTD
and others" describes Marina.

At the end of our interview, Ms. Marina
mentioned that Al-Harah intends to
establish a theater college and said that
any young people who are interested in
this or any of the theater’s activities should
feel free to contact her at 02-2767758 or

Blharahtheater@yahoo.con] / jnfo@alharh.ord

By: Nadine Ali
TYT Reporter
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Letter from a Friend

When you are alone

We help you become part of
a group

When you are sad

We teach you how to be
happy

When you are sick

We give you the cure

When you cry

Your tears are for us to dry
When you’re afraid

We let you know that we’re
around

When the sun sets

We remind you that it will
rise

Friend, there’s no need to
Worry

Not when you’re our buddy

Mira Abu Al Honnod
20 years old
Gaza
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She Can Never Talk Too Much
By Shane O’Connor

So often she’s been told, “Little girl, you talk
too much”
By her friends, classmates, family, and foes
But she has come to realize that this is
impossible

I do talk so much she admits to herself
About absolutely anything and everything
From apples to zebras and from bombs to Yo-
Yo’s
She talks about the wonders of the world and
The sadness she feels for those with no chance
From the moment they first breathe oxygen
into their lungs
No chance at all, simply because of the color
of their card or
Because their grandparents were forced to flee

This young girl also asks many questions:
Is it true that people once believed that the
world was flat?

Was there once a day when every person was
treated the same?

Will that day ever come?

The scenarios go through her head as she
repeats her latest question....

If there was or will be such a day, what did or
what will people complain about?
Will I be lost for a vision?
Will Palestine be free?

Time goes by and more questions come to her
tired mind
They say I talk too much she thinks to herself,
but wonders...
What about all the things that are never talked
about?

Why is it that birds can fly yet humans who
are cleverer can only wish to fly?
What happened to the people who lived in
America before the European people came?
Why are they called Indians?

What about all of the refugees in the world
like us?

Will we, will they, ever have a place called
‘home’ again?

Should I stop talking?

NO!

She continues thinking, questioning...talking
Sometimes people listen but most of the time
people do not know how

She asks her grandfather once more
“Did people really believe the world was flat?
Was there once upon a time a day when all
people were treated the same?

Will there be?”

She can never talk too much
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