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LET'S TAKE A DRIVE

Nadine Ali >> TYT Reporter, Beit Safafa, Jerusalem

Introduction

Many people reading this article might start wondering,
‘what the hell is this girl talking about?" As if the troubles
Palestinians have been facing for the last decades are
solved and everything is fine and rosy and the only re-
maining problem is driving!

This is not the point! Driving in Palestine is an experience
on its own and one has to live the experience to know
what | am talking about. So buckle up and join me on
this drive.

Learning to Drive

My cousins in the United
States used to make fun of
me because | was already
20 years old and still didn't
have my driving license.
Welll | would like to tell
you, Dear Cousins, that for
you, getting a driving li-
cense is a piece of cake. It
is something you get at the
age of sixteen with no ex-
tra ado and no extra ex-
penses after being trained
by a father, a mother or
even a relative...However, cousins, for us here, it's a to-
tally different story; especially if you are a resident of Jeru-
salem. To start with, you can get a license only when you
are seventeen. Secondly, your parents aren’t the ones to
train you, meaning that your wallet should be full of money
to be able to afford the driving lessons each of which costs
between 90-110 Shekels, and if you are lucky

enough you will only need 30 lessons... So
calculate it. You might need a calculator be-
cause the figures are really big... In my case,

| had to pay five thousand shekels to my
first teacher who almost got me convinced
that driving wasn't created for the likes

of me. Three thousand shekels more
were paid to my second teacher, thanks to
whom | regained myself-confidence... So you can imag-
ine... 8000 shekels for a fresh graduate! For a while | felt
| was working just to cover the expenses of my driving
lessons in addition to the Israeli national insurance...

photo by: Marwan As'ad

The Test and the License

The driving test is another story. Few are
those lucky enough to pass their first driv-
ing test. When | had my first test | was
accompanied by a girl on her third. She
passed and I... well let’s be frank. It is true
that the car swerved off, but is it logical that
| fail the test? The second time, | was accompanied by a
girl out on her 6th test. She crossed when it was red and
she drove all the way on the left side of the road. Of
course she failed. Still she found it difficult to swallow the
fact that | passed my second driving test. To be honest, |
couldn’t believe that | did pass.

The First Three Months

Let me introduce you to a strange law. According to the
Israeli law, a new driver can not drive for the first three
months without being accompanied by someone with a

minimum of a 5-year-old license.

What can someone like me, who has nobody at home
with a license, do? Nothing ! Simply wait for the three
months to pass or beg a neighbor or a friend.

Waiting at Qalandia Checkpoint
At the beginning, | really thought that buying a car was
of the utmost importance to help me gain time lost in
waiting on the road trying to wave down a bus or a taxi.
But as | have to cross Qalandia checkpoint to and from
work on a daily basis, | slowly came to the realization
that driving a car does not
help you gain time; on the
contrary you waste it. Al-
most daily, | waste an hour
and even more, just waiting
at the checkpoint. One car
passes every 10 minutes!
Why? | don’t know! Never-
theless, ever resilient, | found
a way around the problem.
I armed myself with tools to
kill the time; having my
lunch in the car, applying or
freshening my make up and
sometimes having a news-
paper or a book to read just in case the waiting took too
long! By the time | pass the checkpoint itis dark and I am
due to go out with friends or do any evening activities.
Can the soldiers who waste my time and that of many
others enjoy their time as much as | have decided to? |
don t think so. | believe that having enjoyed my time at
work, waiting at Qalandia should not be any less inter-
esting, under the circumstances. | was quite pleased
with myself for finding a way to kill the
time, while the poor soldier spends a
monotonous day shouting orders at
people.

Oh... please not now

What Should You Do to Have a Ride
with Me?

| can simply allow you to ride but you have
in mind the following rules:

to keep

1. If you are already an established driver, do
not presume to start giving me instructions
on the best way to drive. Moreover do not

sit nervously and start stepping hard on your

non existent brakes for the simplest rea-

son, wondering all the time what | was up

to driving in this manner. Keep in mind

that each of us has his or her own way of
driving or let's say ‘style".

2. Never ask me about missing accessories.

3. Never ask me about the source of sounds you might be
hearing.

4. Never comment or grimace for having driven into a pot-
hole or a rut since | have probably felt it as much as you
have.

In less than a year of driving | feel | can write a whole book
of stories but | wanted to share my grievances with you,
as most probably, you have the same complaints.
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My Friend...

By your side I'll be, and I'll stay,
Standing by you all the way,

Here, to help you through the day,

It's too many things that | simply can’t
say.

Cheering you when you are weak,
Helping you find what you seek,
Brushing your tears away when you cry,
Pulling you through when the wave is
high.

I'd like to be the sort of friend that,
You have been to me.

I'd like to be the support that,

you've always been glad to be.

There's nothing as wonderful as some-
one who shares

Your secrets, your dreams and thoughts,
Someone who shares with you the
laughs and even the tears.

This is all to tell you

My friend, I'll stand by your side through
out the years.

By: Bassem Al Tabaa
16 years old, Gaza
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The Big Jail

We live in a big jail.

This is neither a story nor a tale

It's the painful shaky melancholy...

That seems in here the only reality.

And everything that was meant to stand to-
gether, fell apart, Just fell.

Come on Christians, Jews and Muslims. ..
Come on, let's pray in Palestine.

The Holy Land is for all of us...

For us all.

Together, let's turn this big jail into a paradise. ..
Or for ever, burn together in hell!!

Reem Al-Ali / 20 years / Nablus
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