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Peter Warburg...
The Palestinians’ Friend and More

Interview by Mufid Hammad
Managing Editor

MY firstencounter with Peter Warburg was
several years ago, when he gathered
us all; employees and volunteers of PYALARA
to discuss some issues related to young people
in general, regardless of where they lived. I
remember saying to myself at the time: ‘He
does not have a clue of the circumstances of
Palestinian youth’. Well! He has proven me
wrong! Peter Warburg, known to us as Peter
Meyer Viol and going on towards 83, has just
finished writing a book titled “Prejudice and
Discrimination”. With a photograph of the
Dome of the Rock on the cover, the book is
an analogy between his personal experience
as a Dutch who had faced discrimination and
prejudice during his childhood because of his
Jewish origins, and the life of the Palestinian
young people who are similarly and unfairly
treated at the hands of the Israelis.
Peter, who is an active sympathizer with the
Palestinian youth, gave us this interview.
Who is Peter Meyer Viol? Could you tell us
about your life experience?

After I studied law, I worked in the sector
of paper industry for 23 years. Afterwards |
worked as an advisor in different countries,
and since 1991, I worked in East Germany,
and Latvia for five years, and finally in
Israel, where I worked with the Peres Peace
Center on a project financed by the Dutch
government and implemented in the West
Bank and the Gaza strip. But after the
outbreak of the second Intifada, I came to
the Palestinian Territory because I wanted
to take part and be part of the projects you
were implementing with young people.
Why did you choose to write this book?

I faced discrimination when I was a young
kid in Germany; I wasn’t allowed to do
things like others; every time there was an
activity, I was excluded because I was not
“Arian” as they called it. This left a stigma
in my mind of my Jewish origins, and for a
long time, I didn’t dare tell anyone that my
grandfather was a Jew. This made me draw
an analogy between my situation as a child
who had a Jewish grandfather and that of
Palestinian children in Israel where they are
being discriminated against by the Israelis
individually; whereas, in the West Bank
and the Gaza strip, Palestinian children
are collectively discriminated against by
the Israeli occupation authority, which,
judging by my experience, will always be
there in their subconscious as a trauma of
discrimination.

What is your book about?

My book is about my family, my years at
school in Germany, about the immigration
from Germany, about the period when
Holland was occupied by the Nazis. In the
next chapters, I compare the situation then
with the situation in Palestine. Part of the

book is also about my work with Shimon
Peres in Tel-Aviv. Towards the end, I talk
about how my work shifted to work with
young Palestinians by trying to generate
funding to support the empowerment of
young people and to cultivate their sense
of pride and hope.

What about the prejudice of Israelis against
Palestinians?

Towards the end of the book I cite some
newspaper examples in which Israeli
politicians, whether left wing or right
wing, gave opinions about Palestinians;
for instance, Ehud Barak, former Israeli
Prime Minister was reported to have said
according to the Jerusalem Post, August 30,
2000, “...the Palestinians are like crocodiles
— the more meat you give them, the more
they want.”

You deliberately skipped over some parts of
your life, why was that?

I only mentioned my childhood to compare
it with that of the Palestinians’. But, actually,
in between my childhood and my years later,
there is a whole life of 40 years that I didn’t
write about, or if I did, I mentioned briefly.
My aim was mainly to compare between the
discrimination against Jewish children by
the Germans, and the discrimination against
Palestinian children by the Israelis.

What would you like to tell your readers
about the book?

The book includes pictures; mainly of the
Wall which is, nowadays, the biggest issue;
there are also pictures in the late President
Arafat’s compound, ‘Al-Mugata’a’, which
was bombed by the Israelis; other pictures
illustrate me with Arafat who expressed to me
his deep thanks and appreciation of the Dutch
government’s virtual and financial support
of the Palestinian people and their cause.
The book also includes interviews; there is
one with Al- Agsa Brigade, another with a
Palestinian woman who was not allowed to
be wed to her groom because he was from
Gaza and he was not allowed to enter Israel,
so she had a wedding with several hundreds
attending except for the groom.

As in many cases, when such a book is
published, it is attacked by pro-Israeli
writers; aren’t you afraid that your book
will be attacked too?

I don’treally care. I don’t mind if it will be
attacked. I am not worried because I am not
biased. Anyway, it’s only been published
some weeks now.

Who are the targeted readers?

The targeted readers are the Palestinian
youth, our young people, the Jewish people,
and finally the Palestinians in general; the
book is for all these people to see how the
Jewish people have been discriminated
against and how they are committing the
same sin to others. So, actually, it is for both
sides; the Palestinian youth should know
how the Jewish youth were treated, and our
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Peter Warburg at PYALARA HQ.

people should know how the Palestinians are
currently being treated. What I’'m afraid of
is that I don’t know whether the Palestinian
youth read much. In our country, young
people read; and reading is one way to raise
the awareness of our people regarding the
difficult conditions the Palestinians are
living in and to show the true nature of
Palestinians and that they are people like
any other.

How can you introduce yourself to the
Palestinian youth?

It is not easy to introduce myself. I think I
am a sympathizer with the Palestinian young
people, and I try to help seek significant
projects for PYALARA. I have been working
with PYALARA for some time now, because
its concern is young people; you as a team
working in PYALARA concentrate on young
people and you try to bring about a change,
not just politically, but you try to convince
young people that life is worth living; you
work further by convincing young people
to contribute, each in his or her way, to a
decent Palestinian society.

What are the activities you hold? What is
their impact?

I held a meeting in The Hague on my 80’s
birthday, where I invited 10 Palestinians,
and 200 Dutch young people. For the
first time I realized that the Dutch young

people didn’t know anything about how
Palestinians lived. The meeting was a great
success because the Palestinian participants
left a very good impression upon their Dutch
mates by presenting a good example of how
Palestinians were and how they thought.
The Palestinian boys and girls expressed
themselves in perfect English, and told
everyone about how they lived, their dreams,
and their difficult conditions. We made an
agreement; the Dutch young people would
write essays and the writer of the best essay
would be invited to visit Palestine; and that
is actually what happened. Furthermore, for
the second year in a row, I invited a small
group of young Palestinian journalists to
attend the Beyruth festival in Germany. This
year a whole Palestinian cultural evening,
with films and music was organized. The
event, in fact, was an eye-opener for many
Germans who attended the events.
According to your experience, what
projects would you advise donors to invest
in, regarding the Palestinian youth?

I would advise them to invest in projects
that would help the young to survive, to be
resilient; I would advise them to invest in
projects that aim at eliminating extremism
and promoting tolerance, in addition to the
projects that would help the young to build
themselves and their society.
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Cartoons and Violence

“MY 4-year-old child loves Spiderman.

He is always imitating Splderman
leaping and hopping from one piece of

furniture to the other pretending to cling to
a hair-width string that he has flung to stay
suspended in mid-air and help him climb from
one piece of furniture to the other. He also
collects Spiderman’s clothes, shoes, the covers
of notebooks that have drawings of him and
even anything that is remotely connected to
Spiderman,” said Manar Hamad, a mother of
four children.

A child's mind mostly depends upon
imagination and fantasy, and the picture is
never completed till imitation is employed;
therefore danger lies in what the child might do
after watching violent cartoons. Such cartoons
constantly present a measure of violence that
is intensive, compared to these tender minds
which need constant care and a watchful
eye to make sure that the child grows in a
hazard-free environment, away from negative
influences. To put it more clearly, and in an
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interview carried out by TYT with Nour El-
din Salah, a psychologist at Save the Children
Organization, Salah defined violence as any
form of abuse; whether physical, emotional
or verbal, inflicted upon any person. So if
a person abuses another on any of the said
levels, he or she is undoubtedly committing an
act of violence.

When asked about the age-group most
susceptible to cartoon violence, Salah said:
"Let me say that cartoons in general have a
considerable effect on children aged between
3 and 10 years, because their behaviour
is influenced by 4 factors: family, school,
companions, and last but not least; mass
media which sometimes indulges their dreams
and encourages them to spend many hours
watching specific TV shows in which they
become so engrossed to the extent that it
becomes quite difficult to draw their attention
to anything else."

Nada Sharbat, an 8 year old girl, said “I watch
cartoons a lot, specially the series that contain
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fighting. I like to act like superheroes.... I like
the action in them”. Waleed Sabani, a boy from
the same age group said, “I like all the beating
and kicking in cartoons and I like all the games
of fighting.”

The question is: Does violence in cartoons
really hold children in its grip rendering them
easy preys? And why?

"Some TV cartoons attract children because
these cartoons relate to the violence inside
them. Most of the violent cartoons present
superheroes as the symbol of right and whatever
they do is justified to regain that right."

On the other hand, cartoons may negatively
affect children’s behavior, way of thinking,
and put at risk their relations with the others;
they may beat one another and utter bad
words. It is noteworthy to say that affecting
the children’s way of thinking and their system
of values could be the most serious risk of all,
especially when they watch the superhero
escape punishment though he has given
somebody else some good pounding, possibly
even killed him. Such shows might encourage
children to rationalize such acts thinking that
they too might get away with punishment if
they choose to harm some of their peers, and
if such an act is for a good cause, so much the
better.”

Children & imitation?

This shows that behaviour is acquired not
inherited. Consequently children learn by
imitation; a fact which leads me to advise
parents not to let their children watch violent
movies on TV."

It's very common in our schools to see boys
of about nine or ten years fighting one another
and hear them calling one another some strange
names. And if we ask them about the reasons of
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Sahar Salem / Chris Tarazi
TYT reporters, Gaza

the fight we find that they have been watching
the same cartoon in which its heroes were a
team fighting for justice; Later on, however,
we get to know that the heroes in that cartoon
fought savagely and mercilessly, punching and
kicking and going as far as using weapons.
Similarly, the children play-act the different
characters which they have previously seen;
which is why we see them fighting.

Signs to Watch for
"Palestinian children live in complicated
circumstances due to poverty, unemployment,
and inner clashes. Added to these difficulties,
some families can’t afford their children’s
main needs, let alone facilities which children
in other countries already enjoy and consider
their right. The unavailability of these basic
rights is one very good factor towards the
acceleration of violence amongst Palestinian
children."
Many of the children we have met, disliked
watching violent cartoons. Abed El-Hai
Hussein, a six year old said: "I don't like
watching violent cartoons because I hate
fighting and beating".
Mr. Nour EI Din Salah added," human beings
are good by nature, and children don't have
violent emotions but violent cartoons enhance
the bad aspects in their behaviours. Man is
structured along three domains: thinking,
feeling, and behaviour. If you affect one's
way of thinking this will be reflected on his
feelings and this, in turn will be reflected on
his behaviour. A change in behaviour requires
a change of thinking and feeling first.

A Good Tip:
"Just to remind you of a famous saying: "If
the jail collects criminals, TV is the initiative
provoker to a crime," quoted Mr. Salah.
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