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In an exclusive interview with PYALARA'’s youth media
Clinton: US is Doing its Best to
Guarantee a Better Life for Youth

No Ex for Hopelessness

o

t the 4th of March, Palestine
Areceived Mrs. Hillary Clinton

on her first visit as a Secretary
of State in Obama’s administration,
right after he participation in Sharm
El Sheikh conference that aimed to
raising money for the reinstruction of
Gaza Strip, after the catastrophe that
came upon the Palestinians because
of the Israeli raids and war against the
civilians there. Her agenda contained
a visit to Tel-Aviv and Ramallah, in
an effort to renew the peace process,
which faced a sharp blow by the Israeli
Occupation deeds.
Clinton is the third American woman
that became on top of the diplomat
pyramid of USA, after Madeline Albright
and Condoleezza Rice. And she is her
to try to make a breakthrough in the
negotiations, which could be added
to her personal record. But our young
journalists took the opportunity of
this exclusive interview with her, just
before she heads to the presidential
compound “A—Mugata’a” in Ramallah
to meet President Abbas and PM
Fayad, to bring light on another side of
Mrs. Clinton, and then came back with
following exclusive interview:

You have just finished meeting
with the Palestinian students
in the Access program. Can you
tell us, what do you think of such
a program and of the students
involved?

“First of all, | am delighted to be on
your program, and | thank you for
giving me this opportunity. | think it
is very important to have a program
run by young people, aimed at young
people about speaking out. And | just
saw some very impressive people.
The students in this access program
that | visited were incredibly smart,
asked great questions, their English
was really good and | was proud
to announce that we are going to
expand the education opportunity
for Palestinian young people, here in
the West Bank and in Gaza, so that
we can, not only have more students
participate in a program like access,
but more on going into collage who
might otherwise can’t afford it.

The access program, like many
other programs, is an exchange
program funded by the American
government. What role do such
programs play in bridging the
gaps between cultures? and what
can be done to make them tow
way exchange programs?

“l am hoping to play a big role in
helping to connect the Palestinian
people and American people more
closely. As you know, we have many

cuse

US Secretary of State Hillary Clinton

Palestinian Americans, we have very
successful Palestinian Americans
in every walk of life; in business, in
academia, you name it, in every walk of
life. And | want to do more to connect
up our two countries, our people,
having the Palestinian people feel
that they have a better understanding
of the United States, and having the
American people feel like they have a
better understanding of the Palestinian
people.”

President Obama and yourself
have spoken about your interest
in bringing about a peace
agreement between the Israelis
and the Palestinians. What are
the concrete steps that you are
planning to take to bring out such
an agreement?

“Well, we already have taken some.
One of the first recommendations
| made to president Obama was to
appoint Senator Mitchell as our Middle
East Envoy, to do it immediately, and
to send him to the region to begin his
work. And the president and | were
able to announce that appointment
on the second day of the Obama
administration. Senator Mitchell left in
a few days.

We wanted to send a very clear
message to the Palestinian people, to
the Israeli people and to the region,
that this administration is committed to
working towards a two state solution.
My appearance at Sharm El Sheikh at
the Gaza reconstruction conference
sponsored by the Egyptians, was
intended to send another message;
that the United States will commit nine
hundred million dollars... plus, to the
people of Gaza, because we want to

help alleviate humanitarian suffering
in Gaza. But some of that money will
also go to the West Bank, because the
work being done by President Abbas
and Prime Minister Fayad, is very
effective and successful, and we want
to support that. Of course once an
Israeli government is formed, Senator
Mitchell will go back and talk with
them.”

Before becoming the Secretary
of State, you were the senator,
governor, first lady and first
woman candidate for presidency.
What would be your added value
as a woman to such a position?

“l think | had an extraordinary
experience.

| have been so honored to hold these
positions in my country; to work with
my husband Bill Clinton who, as you
know, is very committed to bringing
about a two state solution with
Palestinian and Israeli peoples. To
be the senator in New York. And | will
continue my work I’'ve done in so many
areas, on women’s rights, on children’s
rights to better economic opportunity,
to better understanding around the
world. And now as Secretary of State,
| feel very privileged to represent
President Obama, who is reaching out
to the world, making it clear that the
United States wants to do everything
we can to help people have a better life
in the future.”

We have taken our cameras to
the streets, and asked many
young Palestinians about the
question they want to ask you.
A little young girl from a village
in Ramallah wants to know what

you would do if your daughter
Chelsea was unfortunate enough
to be born as a Palestinian, to be
born under occupation, to be born
deprived of freedom and liberty?

“Well; | would do what so many
parents here in the West Bank and
in Gaza do. | would love her, | would
take care of her, | would get the best
education | could for her, and | would
never lose hope, | would never give up
on the dream of a Palestinian State. No
matter what happens, no matter what
people try to do to derail that dream.
| would tell my daughter, and | would
hope my daughter would believe with
all of her heart, that she has the same
opportunities for the best future that
any child anywhere in the world does
and that's what my goal will be.”

Many of our viewers are young
Palestinians. What message
would you deliver to young
Palestinians, many of whom have
lost hope in justice and can no
longer see the light at the end of
the tunnel?

“lunderstand the frustration and sense
of hopelessness that can sometimes
affect peoples thinking and feeling.
But | believe, with all my heart, that
there is no excuse for hopelessness.
It is always the possibility of the
human spirit that can overcome any
barrier. Not violence, not rejectionism
and despair, but constantly making
it clear that human beings deserve
the same rights; no matter who you
are, and what you are, and where you
live; that’s why getting an education
is so important. That’s why meeting
these young students in access and
talking to the two of you fills me with
hope. Now there have to be changes,
and the United States is committed
to a two state solution.| met with
Palestinian leaders, | met with Israeli
leaders, | have delivered the same
message to everyone | met with; We
are committed to working towards a
two state solution. And | have to say
that the work that President Abbas and
Prime Minister Fayad have done have
given every young Palestinian, not just
hope, but conviction that it is possible.
Because you should have seen the
presentation that both President
Abbas and Prime Minister Fayad made
in Sharm El Sheikh; among the best
| have ever seen from anyone. The
written materials, the specifics. People
came to Sharem El Sheikh willing to
give money to help the people in Gaza.
But after hearing that, they nearly
doubled their commitment. Because

it is not just a question of hope. You
have to have a clear program. You
can’t just say “here | am, help me”
you have to say “Here’s what I'm
doing to help myself, here’s what I've
accomplished, now it’s your turn.”
You shift the burden, and that’s what
president Abbas and Prime Minister
Fayad successfully did, and that is
what the United States is committed to
doing. Both Israelis and Palestinians
are looking towards the day when
Israelis can live in security, because
that’s obviously a very important and
legitimate concern, and the Palestinian
people can live in security in their own
state and shape their own destiny.”

The 8th of March is the
international women’s day. Your
Excellency has become a role
model for many women around
the world. Do you have any
plan to empower women on the
level of political participation,
negotiations and peace
making?

“Yes,ldo,andall ofthat.|am committed
to the rights of girls and women to live
up to their God given potential. When
| see a young woman like you sitting
next to a very impressive young man,
| see the future, and | see that we are
using the talents of everyone. Any
country that does not utilize the talents
of half the population, will never be as
successful as they could be. And that’s
just, | think, an obvious fact. So | am
going to do as Secretary of State what
| have done all my life; | will stand up
for women’s rights, stand up for girls’
to have the same chances as boys, for
daughters to have the same support
as sons, because we all have different
talents, we have all been endowed with
different talents. And society must
recognize that. So that’s my goal. | will
work very very hard towards that.”

Secretary of State Hillary Clinton;
on behalf of young Palestinians,
we thank you for this exclusive
interview, and hope that as long
as the Israeli-Palestinian conflict
stays on your agenda, you would
always remember that there are
young Palestinians who would
always look up at Hillary the
mother who would always fight
for the justice, peace, equality
and freedom for all the children
all over the world... Thank you.

| want to thank you both so much, and
| look forward to coming on again in
the future.

Interview by: Ruba Mimi
& Anees Barghouthy
TYT Reporters
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here are enormous areas
Tof land in which civilian

residential buildings are
noticeabl absent. Nothing but
the rubble of stones and the torn
memories beneath them is left.
The tragic number of injuries and
deaths can’t even compare to
the emotional and psychological
damages that women like Manal
Al Early Labor
Samoni have suffered. This
becomes evident when she
describes the night that she
gave birth to her premature baby
while listening to tanks, bullets,
and missiles exploding near her
home in the Al-Zaiton area, in the
eastern Gaza Strip:

"My mother left her house and
came to mine after | told her |
was going into early labor. My
daughter-in-law, Sana, kept
callingthe hospital anambulance,
but no ambulances could make it
to our area because it was too
dangerous and the Israeli army
was opening fire on everything
that moved."

Sana Al Samoni, Manal's
daughter-in-law, lived through
that unforgettable night:

"We were forced to deliver the
baby by depending on our own
poor skills in these matters.
About sixty men and women
were trapped with us in the
same room where Manal had
deliver her baby, so we covered
her with a blanket and began
urging her to push. At last, when
we succeeded in delivering the
baby, Manal started to get cold
and so did her newborn
daughter. The cell phone
batteries had run out and | didn’t
know what to do, except pray.
| remember my hands shaking
when | had to cut the umbilical
cord!"

He is Really Gone

Not far from Sana'a sits Majeda
Al Samoni, Manal's mother,
mourning over a wide spot of
blood and crying:

"He is really gone! If | knew they
would shoot my only son while |
was helping my daughter to
deliver, | swear | would never
have left him. | thought he ran
away with his family. |1 did not
know he was bleeding for four
hours, screaming for help. Oh my
beloved son!"

Manal's brother was found dead
in his living-room. Medical
sources confirmed that he bled

Women of Gaza:

When Horror Movies
Become a Reality

to death there after a tank bullet
injured him.

Crying for Help

From north to south, in Al Atatra,
Jabalia, the women of Gaza are
afflicted with the exact same
kind of misery as Sieda Al Atar, a
mother who was carrying her new
born baby when shooting started
and forced her to run, leaving
behind her bleeding brother who
was shot while escaping from
his house. She describes these
moments:

"It has been twenty days, but

| still remember it as if it was
yesterday. | couldn't look back
out of the fear that | might be shot
or my baby would be shot. | only
looked back for a second and was
shocked to see my brother Omar
lying motionless and bleeding! It
took me a moment to realize that |
couldn’t go back to rescue him, so
| just continued running, in tears,
for hours, until | found myself
near one of the hospitals in the
middle of the city.”
Sieda expresses the despair she
felt as she waited in vain for hours
to see an ambulance coming with
her brother’s body:

"l waited until night-time in the

emergency room for my brother
to come, but he didn't. | still
wake up at night to his cries for
me to help him. | couldn’t even
breastfeed my baby anymore. My
health and her health aren’t good,
but it all seems meaningless now
anyway."

Hostages
Um Mohammed, Sieda’s
neighbor, and her husband were
held hostages in their own house
while Israeli tanks surrounded
the neighborhood, not allowing
anyoneto getinorout. Explaining
how it all began, she says:
"We were overcome with horror
and couldn't move or even
breath. Staying alive
seemed to be an impossible
mission! Eventually, the Israeli
soldiers allowed my husband to
leave, after stripping him. When
it was my turn, they asked me
over the loud speaker to take
my clothes off, but | didn't and
couldn't! At that moment | held
my breath knowing that | was
going to die. Luckily, an RPG
missile from Palestinian fighters
distracted them while my
husband and | ran away."
They shot the daughters but not
the father to the east of the Al

Atatra area. Kawthar, a mother
of three young girls was staying
with her husband and mother-
in-law in their home in the lIzbit
Abed Rabbo area when the
Israeli operation began. She was
trying to find a room where they
would be safe from missile-fire
when a voice over a loud speaker
ordered them to evacuate their
house. Kawthar and her husband,
Khaled Abed Rabbo, didn't see
any other choice. They thought
that by leaving their house they
would keep their daughters
safe. Kawthar describes what

happened:
"They told us to line up on the
doorstep. | was helping my

mother-in-law to walk while
Khaled was holding the girls’
hands: two year old Amal;

seven year old Sua'ad; and four
year old Samar. Two soldiers
were staring at us while eating
chips and chocolate. Suddenly,
a third one got out of the tank
with an M16 and began shooting
at my girls. Sua'ad and Amal fell
dead immediately. | didn't know
about Samar so | just grabbed
her hand and went back to the
house. Khaled was supposed
to get Sua'ad, but his mother
had also been injured. It was
madness, and | really can't
understand what happened!
What did | do to get my angels
killed in front of my eyes? Khaled
lost his mind and went back out
asking them to shoot him but
they didn't!!"

Khadra Abed Rabbo, Kawthar's
neighbor, witnessed the whole
thing from her balcony window
and describes the events:

”After the three girls were shot
and Kawthar and Om Khaled were
both injured, the Israeli army
didn’t allow them to leave for two
hours. | saw them running and a
man with a cart tried to give them
a ride, but an Israeli tank fired at
the cart, killing him and his horse.
Even after this, another neighbor
had an ambulance so he rushed
to them, but a soldier stopped
him and crushed the ambulance
with his tank.”

A pause of silence interrupted
Khadra's testimony before she
ended it by saying, "I've seen
horror movies, but nothing
looked more real than this!"

Written by:
Eman Mohammed
TYT Reporter — Gaza
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Save the world

on’t forget the hungry
Or any innocent child
Don’t try to be angry
At those who want to hide
For they're only scared
For their life

Don’t be afraid to help
And just be brave to
Take a step to make
The world a safer place

The world is wide

And you can find

Someone who needs your help
Bless someone and just be kind
Your kindness will make them smile
And a smile can save the world

Won’t you help an elder?

Or an injured?

A new baby born whose mother is dead
Or a starving child

Who needs your help

Someone who wants to learn a new word

You can save the world

Lara Nassar FBS 15 years - Ramallah
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PUNKGS...

When Today’s Teens Live the 70s

he teens of today’s generation

simply love being trendy and
trying out new fashion styles
that set them apart from the rest
of the crowd. They are also not
afraid to experiment with new
hairstyles. With punk hairstyles,
normal is out. The more wild
and wacky it is, the trendier it
will look.
Have you ever asked yourself
why you are dressing like these
people? Have you ever wondered
if you are one of them? What do
you know about their beliefs?
Is this style from our culture or
from Western cultures? What
do you really know about these
people and why are you imitating

them?

These people are called
‘Punks’, which means inferior
or worthless, and they dress
and have styles related to their
beliefs. = They have strange
religious beliefs with some of
them even believing in the Devil.
There are different types of
Punk styles. Death Rock, Folk
Punk, Horror Punk, and ‘Emo’,
an abbreviation for ‘emotional’,
are a few examples.

Metal Punks dress like other
Punks but believe in God. As
their name implies, they style
their hair to look like metal pins.
Some teens are obsessed with
Punks so they wear Punk clothes,

Punk accessories, have funky
colored hair, etc. Other teens
are just imitating their friends
but don’t really know who Punks
are.

It’s not wrong to have funky
style in your clothes and hair
and dress like a Punk. In fact,
you may look cool and stylish
and attract people to look at you
and talk to you. But you should
have limits! Dress like them but
do not adopt every part of their
lifestyle. Keep your own beliefs
and culture.

By Shaden Handal
& Raneen Asfour
14 years old, Jerusalem
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