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ÆÈdš_« ‰Ëb�« vKŽ ·dF²�« w� sLJ¹ …¡«dI�UÐ
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—U?NMOÝ VðUJ�« Ê√ rŁ ÆÆV²J¹ U2 d¦�√ √dI¹ Ê√ v�≈
Âb??� t??½√Ë ¨t??ð«—b??� ÃË√ v??�≈ q?�Ë t?½√ s?E?¹ 5?Š

ÆqC�_«
qC�√ Êu³²J¹ s� ULz«œ „UM¼ Ê√ s�R½ Ê√ UMOKŽ¢
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His voice trembled as he re
called the terrible acci
dent on the Ramallah-Je-

rusalem Road, otherwise known as
the ‘Road of Death’, in which his
son, Radwan, was killed. “As I ar-
rived home from work, Radwan
met me at the door and said ‘God
give you health’” said Radwan’s
father, the tears streaming down his
face. “He took a shower, and then
went out with his friends. After two
or three hours, his friends came
running in, screaming that he had
been involved in a road accident. I
rushed outside and saw my son ly-
ing inside the ambulance that was
to take him to Hadassah Hospital
in Jerusalem. His condition, I was
informed, was critical.” Radwan’s
father continued, “Within two
hours of our arrival at the hospital,
the doctor who had been treating
Radwan asked for me. I assumed
he was going to ask for my signa-
ture allowing them to operate, but
instead, he told me, ‘I’m sorry, we
did everything we could but were
unable to save your son...it is the
will of God, may God have mercy
upon him.’”

Radwan’s story is not unique.
Scores of other Palestinians have
lost their lives on the same road,
the fate of which, for political rea-
sons, is still unclear. From Ar-Ram
junction until the entrance to Al-
Bireh, every meter of the five-
kilometer-long stretch of road rep-
resents a nightmare and deathtrap
for people whether they are walk-
ing or traveling by private car, taxi,
or bus. The road lacks any kind of
safety measures - road signs, cross-
ings, humps, traffic lights etc. -  and
is marred by large holes that cause
heavy traffic jams every time it
rains and further unnecessary ac-

cidents. Yet, even though the road
is stained with the blood of inno-
cent people, the Israeli authorities
do not appear concerned about what
is happening there.

Currently situated within the
boundaries of the Israeli Municipal-
ity in Jerusalem, the road is clearly
the responsibility of Israel. How-
ever, the residents who live on both
sides of the road are mainly Pales-
tinians, and they argue that Israel
deliberately ignores the dangers
posed by the road.

 “It is a different kind of war,”
said Lutfi Hussein. They [the Israe-
lis] know that this road is claiming
the lives of our youth, yet they pro-
crastinate when it comes to taking
any measures to improve things.
The saddest thing of all is that the
majority of the road’s victims are
young people.” “Sometimes, it
takes us a full ten minutes to cross
the eight-meter-wide road in order
to reach our school on the other
side,” said Rami Atallah, a student
at Al-Ma’mouniyah School near Ar-
Ram.

Ayed As-Salem, a resident of
the Qalandia camp said, “We are
Palestinians and many of us hold
Palestinian passports, which means
that the Palestinian Authority is re-
sponsible for solving this problem,
especially as the Israeli authorities
do not seem to care.”

After many attempts to speak
with someone from the Israeli  Mu-
nicipality in Jerusalem, The Youth
Times finally received a fax, writ-
ten in Hebrew, from Hajai Elias, the
municipal spokesman, who said,
“There is no connection between
the status of the road and  the na-

tionality of the local residents. The
municipality rehabilitates roads ac-
cording to priorities that it deter-
mines whilst taking into account the
needs of all  residents without any
ethnic discrimination... It is simply
not true that the road’s status is in
some way connected to the politi-
cal situation.”

Continued Haji, “There is a plan
to rehabilitate the road from the
Pisgat Ze’ev junction until the
boundary of the area under the mu-
nicipality’s jurisdiction, but the ex-
pense is a major problem. The
budget for rehabilitating such roads
should be assigned by the govern-
ment not the municipality.”

 “Although this road is not un-
der our authority, we believe that it
belongs to us,” said Maher Ghheim,
the general director of technical af-
fairs at the Palestinian Ministry of

Public Works. Added Ghneim, “The
road is located in the area that was
occupied during the War of 1967.
We tried to reach an agreement re-
garding the road with the Israelis via
the Civil Administration but we
failed. Obviously, we refrain from
negotiating with what is called the
‘Jerusalem Municipality’ for fear of
implying that we recognize the Is-
raeli control over this area.”

Continued Ghneim, “However,
the road is still one of our top pri-
orities because it affects the lives of
so many people.  Consequently, at
a conference held in Tokyo around
four months ago, it was decided that
the Japanese Government would
donate money to the  Authority to
be used for the road’s rehabilitation,
which is expected to cost US$3-5
million, through the UNDP, which
will coordinate with all parties in or-
der to start  implementing the
project. Hopefully, the road will fall
under our jurisdiction following the
final status talks.”

Commenting on whether the Is-
raeli Municipality is expected to

agree to the UNDP proposal,
Ghneim said, “The idea is that the
contractor will coordinate with the
Israeli Municipality. We can’t carry
out the coordination process and
we can’t bargain...How can we bar-
gain about something that belongs
to us!”

Whilst pursuing the issue, we
spoke to Omar Dawoodi, an assist-
ant advisor to the UNDP, who said,
“We received a donation of US $7
million from the Japanese Govern-
ment and we are currently in the
last stage of obtaining the neces-
sary licenses. However, there are
still many political obstacles. We
met several times with the Israeli
Domestic Liaison office in coordi-
nation with Azam Al-Ahmad, the
Minister of Public Works, Moham-
med Ishtayeh, the general director

Wailing Continues: The ‘Road of Death’
     A Devil Chasing Innocent People

By Yousef Al-Shayeb and
 Hamdi Hamamreh
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Dear Official ...

Teacher’s Corner

I do not wish to define a philo-
sophical or educational theory
but speak from the experience

that I have gleaned throughout 35
years in the field of education. To
begin with, I would like to ask,
what exactly did Shakespeare mean
when he wrote, “The fault, dear
Brutus, is not in our stars, but in
ourselves...”? If you have ever tried
to answer such a question for some-
one else, you have been, for a mo-
ment, an educator, a teacher.

The important work of educa-
tion is helping others to learn, to
think, to feel, and to understand. I
have learnt much whilst teaching,
which is not without its ups and
downs, short cuts and long detours,
and to tell the truth, I am still learn-
ing today. Now,  as in the past, I
believe that I should not only be

an instructor, but also a friend and a
counselor to my students.

Certainly, it is not only knowl-
edge that a teacher should love, but
also people. He should hold the in-
dividual and his role or potential role
in society in high esteem and make
every effort to guide the average, the
slow, the gifted, and those with spe-
cial problems, all with the same en-
thusiasm, seeking any path that will
let an individual march on to the
limit of his potential. A teacher,
therefore, is in many ways like the
conductor of an orchestra; he does
not play all the instruments, but he
helps people to work together on a
level they would be unable to reach
without his guidance.

This, along with the knowledge
that he is part of a professional group
of people who, although having high

Experience for Life
Elias Tweimeh
Terra Sancta High School
Bethlehem

ideals, are still humble enough to

want to help other people toward a

better life intellectually, morally

and materially, gives him a great

sense of satisfaction.

Education must never neglect

its basic job of transmitting from

generation to generation the funda-

mental, accumulated culture of our

world. This is why, now and for-

ever, it is vitally important that only

the right people become teachers.

last month, I took two Jordanian friends to visit Al-Aqsa mosque and this is what happened....As we entered
the compound, the Israeli officer on guard there asked for our passports and, after checking that they were in
order, he allowed us to enter. However, just as we approached the mosque itself, an Arab guard demanded to

know our nationality and religion. The two ladies told him that they are Muslims and I told him that I am a
Christian. He turned around and said, “The ‘infidels’ visiting time was over and that I would have to leave the
compound and wait for the girls outside.” Naturally, I protested, and eventually, he gave me a mere ten minutes
to give the girls a tour of the mosque.

I wonder how such a person is allowed to work in a such holy place and how he is allowed to work with
tourists and other people when he has such an extreme and imature attitude. It is my belief that this incident has
the potential to teach young Palestinians many lessons, mainly in regard to the dangers of extremism. Unfortu-
nately, there are many ill minded people in our society, people who seem ignorant of the fact that it is now
vitally important that we break the ice between all Christians and Muslims because they are one society.  It is for
this reason, among many others, that I hope someone will ensure that incidents like these are kept to a minimum,
if not prevented entirely.

In order to obtain a reply to Saleem’s letter, The Youth Times contacted Sheikh Ikrima Sabri, the Mufti of the
Holy Land. Said Sheikh Ikrima, “We condemn any behavior of the type mentioned in this letter. The particular
guard involved in this incident acted in an irresponsible manner. Unfortunately, it would be hard to discover
who he is as the guards frequently change from one gate to the other.”

Sheikh Ikrima asked Sheikh Mohammed Hussein, the director of Al-Aqsa to follow up the case. “I would
like to note that the behavior of the guard is completely unacceptable,” said Sheikh Mohammed. “Assuming we
find out who he is, we are prepared to take official action against him, though it will be hard, if not impossible,
to discover his identity due to the fact that the guards move around so much.” The sheikh continued,  “Tour
guides, guards and coordinators are there to assist both worshippers and tourists, regardless of their religion. In
light of the fact that we provide them with training, which is extremely important considering that they represent
us, both as Palestinians and Muslims, I am amazed to know that one of our staff could act in such a way.  The
relationship between Muslims and Christians goes back 1,400 years, and I would like to make it clear that what
happened was an isolated incident.”

Sheikh Mohammed concluded by saying, “I hope you will make it clear to your readers that we are against
sectarianism and any attempt to create a gap between the residents of Palestine. Religious tolerance is a reality
in Palestine but such irresponsible behavior has the potential to spoil the harmonious atmosphere, which is why
I condemn it in no uncertain terms.”

A short time ago, around 90,000 Palestinian students (seventh and
eighth graders) took part in a competition organized by the Coca
Cola Company in cooperation with the Ministry of Education, called

‘Represent Your Country on a Bottle’. Now, when the National Soft Drink
Company was established in 1998 to bottle Coca Cola in the West Bank and
Gaza Strip, we, as Palestinians, felt proud of this wonderful achievement. We
were happy to buy Coca Cola’s products from the Palestinian company rather
than the Israeli one, and within a short space of time, we were glad to see the
company succeed in proving itself in the Palestinian market and developing
to a remarkable level. It is legitimate to promote one’s products, but Coca
Cola should have chosen  methods like supporting sports clubs,  sponsoring
some students through scholarships, or advertising in the regular media.
Instaed, when Coca Cola decided to follow another method in marketing its
products and asked students to represent their country on a bottle, the ques-
tion arose of whether it was appropriate for us to portray our heritage, culture,
and holy places on a bottle containing a soft drink.

Surely, the Ministry of Education, which works very hard to improve the
situation of both students and teachers and which has succeeded in improving
and renovating a lot of schools and in building new ones, should have given
more consideration to this competition before approving it. Although many
countries around the world engage their students in creative competitions to
promote certain products such competitions usually focus on products that
are benificial to youth such as milk, cornflakes, fruits and vegetabes. Conse-
quently, although we appreciate the efforts of both the Ministry and the Coca
Cola company, we believe that they should have studied this competition more
thoroughly before involving young people, school time and teachers’ ener-
gies.

A few days ago, Palestinian society was shocked to hear that a kinder
garten child had been raped in the Nablus area. Unfortunately, this
crime is not the first of its kind to have taken place in our society,

which makes it all the more necessary that we take a serious and responsible
stand in order to face it.

Even though President Yasser Arafat vowed to punish the rapist to the
maximum extent of the law, nothing appears capable of deterring those with
no conscience from committing such crimes. That is why we as citizens and
officials should unite and spread awareness among our children, bearing in
mind that all children, everywhere, are potential victims.

Such horrible crimes occur throughout the world, but in civilized coun-
tries, psychiatrists are sent to schools to open discussions and hear students’
views and fears regarding them and to offer advice.  Our schools, on the other
hand, do not have access to such expert advice. Consequently, we should all
do our utmost to fulfill our duty to spread awareness amongst our children
and protect them.

It is our belief that each and every school should allocate at least one
lesson for talking about this issue in a bid to reduce the effect of this and
similar crimes on the psychological state of our children whilst enabling us to
hear their opinions, worries and concerns.

Represent Your Country on a Bottle

Need For Awareness

Saleem Habash

Friends’ School, Ramallah

Unfair and Irresponsible Treatment

A teacher, therefore, is in
many ways like the conduc-
tor of an orchestra



 3 March 2000The Youth Times

Know Your Rights and Learn How to Defend Them

We are deprived of the
right of movement that
is guaranteed to us by

all laws. We feel that we are living
in a big prison due to the political
restrictions imposed on the entire
Palestinian society,” said Rafe’ Al-
Ja’bari from the Palestinian Youth
League. Continued Rafe’, “It is
very hard to move from one place
to another inside Palestine - for
example, I am unable to attend any
educational sessions in Jerusalem,
which is only a short distance away.
Traveling abroad can be easier,
sometimes, than traveling between
Palestinian areas.” He noted that
the problem often results in severe
psychological problems.

Rafe’ was interrupted by Afifa
Sharabati from Al-Ukhuwa School
who said “I haven’t been to Jeru-
salem for two and a half years. I
would love to go there but I can’t
because of the many check points.”
     Those were some of the prob-
lems raised during a workshop held
at the Children’s Art Center in
Hebron. It was the third in a series
of workshops organized by The
Youth Times in cooperation with
the German Fund for Palestinian
NGOs ‘Friedrich Naumann Foun-
dation.’ The first two workshops
took place in Bethlehem and Jeri-
cho. The workshop was attended by
approximately 40 participants rep-
resenting various schools such as
Al-Hussein Bin Ali High School,
Al-Ukhuwa School, Dora Girls
School, and the Dar Al-Salaam
School in Dora. The Palestinian
Youth League and Hebron Radio
were also represented.

The following is a summary of
the many issues discussed by the
participants.

 Young People
Nisreen Ashour, from Al-

Ukhuwa School said, “Unfortu-
nately, families don’t take the opin-
ions of their females into consid-
eration, let alone the vioelnec that
is sometimes practiced against
them. Consequently, many girls be-
come victims of the early marriage
phenomenon and are prevented
from finishing their education, etc.”

Fadi Dweik from Al-Hussein
Bin Ali School noted that younger
males are also frequently ignored,
saying, “I am the youngest mem-
ber of my family, and no one ever
listens to what I have to say.”

Academic Problems
With regard to education, Rafe’

complained that Palestinian univer-
sities do not offer a sufficient
number of specializations, forcing
many students to study subjects in
which they are not really interested
or to travel abroad to pursue their
education. Another problem, said
Rafe’, is the lack of counseling
centers to direct students concern-
ing their choice of subjects and help
them secure jobs.

“As far as schools are con-
cerned, we find that teachers teach
more than one topic,” said Nadira
Abu Hamdiya, who added that the
curriculum concentrates more on
theory rather than practical exer-
cises.

Local Issues
Mu’taz Hamdan from Al-

Hussein Bin Ali School said that

there is a lot of discrimination in
Hebron, where people differentiate
between people who come from ru-
ral areas and those who live in the
city. “They also treat people differ-
ently according to their social class,
which creates division amongst peo-
ple living in the same society,” said
Mu’taz.

Another problem was brought
up by Bashar Dweik from the same

school who said, “We feel that
Hebron is a closed city in the sense
that there is no direct connection
with the other Palestinian cities.”

Society and Nepotism
Firas Al-Ja’bari from Al-

Hussein Bin  Ali School said, “Un-
fortunately, society judges people
according to their appearance: what
they wear, their hairstyle, etc.”

According to Eiman Al-Atrash,
Palestinian society - the work en-
vironment in particular - is charac-
terized by nepotism, which means
that qualifications are often not
taken into consideration. “That is
the reason why we find that the right
person is not in the right place,”
concluded Eiman.

Participants also raised many
other issues, including the follow-
ing:
- The need for providing youth
with Internet centers, recreational
clubs, and information and re-
search centers
- A lack of centers for the disa-
bled
- A limited number of public li-
braries
- The location of schools in moun-
tainous areas, which makes them
hard to reach

Bethlehem and Jericho Revisited

Participants at the Hebron workshop
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Know your rights and
learn how to defend
them’...This was the

motto of PYALARA/ The Youth
Times as it planned its workshops,
which are sponsored by the Ger-
man Fund for Palestinian NGOS.
The workshops, which were held
in the Jericho and Bethlehem ar-
eas last month, resulted in the
drawing up of a long list of young
people’s needs and problems.
During the second series of work-
shops, held in the same areas, stu-
dents voted in order to come up
with a list of priority needs. The
results were as follows:
 - The need for a public library in
Beit Jala
 - The need for an Internet cafe
and a computer center in Al-
Khadir and Wadi Fukeen
 - The need for recreational clubs
especially for females in Bethle-
hem and Beit Sahour
  - The need to improve the pub-
lic library in Jericho
- The need to discuss the issue of
violence practiced against stu-
dents at schools in Jericho

It should be noted that some of the
issues mentioned by the partici-
pants - such as the lack of public
libraries and recreational centers
and violence practiced against stu-
dents - are in fact problems that
are faced by Palestinian youth in
all the different parts of Palestine.
Consequently, The Youth Times
with YOUR assistance will follow
up these issues on a national level.
We have already contacted the
Ministry of Education to obtain its
permission to survey students in
governmental schools, while stu-
dents in UNRWA schools will be
surveyed with the assistance of the
UNRWA headquarters in Jerusa-
lem.
We hereby ask you all, students,
principals, teachers, parents and
officials alike, to write to us and
contact us if you want to be part
of the campaign we are launching
to tackle these issues.

IT IS YOUR RIGHT TO KNOW,
DECIDE AND ACT... AND RE-
MEMBER, TOGETHER WE
CAN MAKE A DIFFERENCE

Second workshop in Jericho

Second workshop in Bethlehem



In order to cover  all the various aspects of the issue, The Youth Times contacted Abdel-Kareem Sa’d, the
deputy of the Palestinian Boxing Union. “The reason behind not having a headquarter for our union in the West
Bank is a lack of money, though we have one in Gaza, presided over by Colonel Mohammed Sanad. I am
Sanad’s deputy in the West Bank, and if we decide to have a meeting, we hold it in one of the clubs.

“We lack both budget and coordination.” said Abdel-Kareem, adding, “Before the arrival of the Palestinian
National Authority, I was heading the Union, which  managed to raise the name of Palestine high in all the
competitions in which we participated. We thought that everything would develop, but unfortunately, every-
thing is deteriorating, for various reasons, including the fact that the people in charge of the sports clubs show
no interest in the game and take no steps to develop it. How can they when the union itself is not active. I should
add that problems between the Olympic Committee and the Ministry of Sport left a negative influence on this
sport and on other sports in Palestine.”

As for the complaint received from Kalandia Club concerning the inefficiency of the union, Abdel-Kareem
replied, “How do you expect the union to support clubs at the same time it suffers from financial problems and,
until now, has no headquarters in the West Bank.  I am with the idea of supporting these clubs... I agree that the
union is not interested in activating the sport and every official is working for his own interest.”

In his reply to another question regarding the nepotism that exists when  it comes to choosing sportsmen to
send abroad for training sessions, Abdel-Kareem said, “This is true...Why do we have to deny this fact! In fact
we find that members of Palestinian missions who are supposed to assist players abroad are staying in very
luxurious hotels and spendng their time sightseeing.

Who are your favorite boxers?
I would say the Palestinian

Muneer Abu Kishek, the Tunisian
Mohammed Al-Marmoury, and the
American Mike Tyson.

Do you get any support from the
Boxers Union or your university?

     Unfortunately, I have to say no.
For example, when I went to Thai-
land for the Asian Tournament in
1998, I went there alone and with no
financial support.  I wasn’t even
given a boxing kit, and the univer-
sity gave me a really hard time be-
cause I needed to take time off,
threatening to fail me in the exams
that I was going to miss. No one
seemed to care about the fact that I
was going to a very important inter-
national event to represent Palestine.

The union was equally
unsupportive. It was due to the un-
ion’s mistake that I was unable to
participate in what could have been
one of the most important games of
my life; it claimed I was three kilos
less than my actual weight, so when
I arrived in Thailand, I had to lose
three kilos in two days. Moreover,
the union did not allocate an escort,
which means I had to take care of
all the arrangements myself, unlike
the other boxers who were able to
concentrate on their training. In the
end, I took the wrong bus, arrived
late, and was told that I couldn’t
fight. Had I had an escort with me,
he might have been able to persuade
the authorities there to allow me to
participate.

Unfortunately, boxers like me
have a really hard time here in Pal-
estine. No one seems to care about
our careers, and we are lacking ba-
sic facilities; a good example is the
lack of sports clubs. Obviously, a
major problem is that I have to find
the money to attend matches, which

is not easy, as I do not make a living
from boxing and have to resort to
other sources. In other countries,
people with talents like mine are
given scholarships to pursue their
education, whereas I can barely man-
age to cover the cost of mine.  I be-
lieve that at the very least, the state
should help me by covering my uni-
versity fees. Assuming things con-
tinue as they are, I might not be able
to continue my education.

The following interview was
conducted with Ahmed’s coach,

Zakariya Fayaleh.

When was the Kalandia Camp
Club established?

The club was established in 1952
by the Jordanian Government but
closed for 13 years, from 1981 on-
wards, because of the occupation.
The main reason for its establish-
ment was a desire to give the young-
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Career Watch:...   BOXING

Have you ever met anyone
who practices day and
night just in order to be hit

in the head and survive? Well I did
a couple of days ago, and if I try to
forget about the blood I saw run-
ning from a couple of people’s
noses, I can say that the meeting
was ‘fun’.

Twenty-year-old business man-
agement student Ahmad Hussni has
won various boxing championships
here is Palestine. The sport has for
some time aroused my curiosity, and
along with some of my colleagues
at TYT, I interviewed Ahmad at the
Kalandia Camp Club.

What attracted you to boxing?
Well it all began as a hobby, but

then the Kalandia Camp Club
opened and I decided to join the
boxing training courses, which have
been on offer since 1995.

How did your parents react when
you told them you wanted to be-
come a boxer?

My father along with my broth-
ers and sisters encouraged me, but
my mother, like most mothers, was
afraid due to the violence involved
in the sport.  Nevertheless, I have
her full support.

What have you achieved until
now?

I won the lightweight and light-
welterweight West Bank Champi-
onship in 1997 and 1998 respec-
tively, and in 1998, I won the Pal-
estine Championship. Then, in
1999, I participated in the Hussein
Tournament in Jordan and won the
bronze medal; it was then that I
knocked out my opponent, who
came from Qatar, in a mere eight
seconds! It is worth noting that I
was the only one to defeat my op-
ponent in such a short time. I have
also boxed with the African cham-
pion, who is rated second in the
world, Abdallah Thiabe.

How has being involved in box-
ing affected you on a personal
level?

To begin with, I derive a great
deal of pride from the fact that I
have represented Palestine in local,
regional, and international champi-
onships. Moreover, boxing has pro-
vided me with the opportunity to
hang out with the guys who prac-
tice with me, guys I like very much.
In addition, it has helped me to
maintain a good set of ethics.

sters in the area something to do in
their free time.

How are the relations between the
club and the Boxers Union?

There was never any real support
from the Union. In fact, from 1998
onwards there has been hardly any
contact, though we occasionally see
some of the union members at cham-
pionships. Unfortunately, the union
pays a lot of attention to people with
connections, for example, by send-
ing them abroad to train as referees;
it would make far more sense to send
young people abroad for training
courses so that they could come back
and teach their peers, especially as
none of those sent abroad for courses
to date has any intention of training
the local kids, which means that no
one has benefited.

What kind of difficulties do you
face?

By Marian Albina
TYT Reporter

Ahmad training with coach Zakariya Fayaleh
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Well to begin with, the Intifada
forced the club to close down and
made it very difficult for our mem-
bers to find places to train. Then
there are the difficulties that we face
during the winter. Most of our prob-
lems, however, relate to the fact that
we lack financial resources; no one
has adopted us, so to speak, which
means we are lacking moral support
as well as financial support. Were
we to have the necessary support,
our boys could be as good as any-
one else, if not better.

Do you train younger children?
Yes, we do, and I enjoy work-

ing with them a great deal. I only
train four at a time though, then,
once they have reached a certain
standard, train the next group.

In your opinion, what are the
characteristics of a good boxer?

Self control, humbleness, and
good manners.

Does Ahmed have those charac-
teristics?

Yes. Ahmed is unique in many
ways: he learns new moves very
quickly and he shows great skill in
differentiating between good and
bad ones. Apart from that, he is fit
and very flexible. In short, working
with him is a pleasure. With the
right support, he could become a
world-famous boxer.

Are there any female trainees?
No, there are a few Arab-Israeli

female boxers, but due to the con-
servative nature of our society, I re-
ally don’t think we are likely to see
any Palestinian girls taking up the
sport.
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I am a 15-year-old girl from
Beit Sahour. My problem is that I
am excellent at academic subjects
but simply don’t like art! Conse-
quently, when the teacher assigns
me a project I never do well, the
reason being that I have no interest
in the subject.

This is really getting me down,
especially as the teacher also forces
us to carry out tasks in which we
are not interested such as library
activities, and always when we are
busy doing something else.

M.N.
Beit Sahour

Dear M.N.,
I understand your feelings, but

you should understand that some-
times we try to avoid doing things
even though they actually have the
potential to benefit us. Children for
example prefer chocolate rather
than fruit or vegetables but their
mothers force them to eat the latter
because they are more nutritious
than the former.

You may hate art and library
activities and prefer other things
such as sport or singing, but you
have to accept the fact that the
school administration and the Min-
istry of Education are fully aware
of both the direct and indirect ben-
efits of the classes you don’t like,
which is why they insist that you
attend them.

Instead of running away from
these lessons or getting annoyed, try
to accept the situation and be pa-
tient. Perhaps you could suggest to
your art teacher that she come up
with different kinds of art activities
and that she ask you and your
schoolmates for suggestions. Sug-
gest, for example, that you be al-
lowed to listen to music during the

art lesson or that you be allowed to
discuss an issue that is of interest to
students during the class. These tiny
changes may result in a different at-
mosphere in the classroom and in
you actually enjoying the time you
spend there.

I am a 16-year-old girl from
Bethlehem. My problem is that I am
obliged to accompany a classmate
to school every day even though I
don’t like her. In fact, I dislike her so
much, that whenever I talk about her
to anyone, I always say bad things,
whether deliberately or accidentally.
Rather ironically, to the same extent
that I hate her, she appears to like
me, and I now find myself reluctant
to convey to her my real feelings for
fear that she will end up hating me
and spoil my reputation as a popu-
lar student.

You may consider my problem a
simple one, but as far as I am con-
cerned, it is not. I have been trying
to find a solution for some time, but
without success, which is why I am
now turning to you for help.

S.K.
Bethlehem

Dear S.K.,
It appears to me that you are fac-

ing several problems. To begin with,
you want to be popular and liked by
everyone, but your affection for oth-
ers seems to derive from your arro-
gance and egoism, which means that
it is not a genuine kind of affection.
I don’t mean to criticize you, but am
simply trying to help you to under-
stand your feelings and behavior. It
is natural for us to like some people
and dislike others, but the point is,
that a kind person would always

avoid hurting other people’s feel-
ings, such as by pushing them away
in a cruel or insulting manner.

It would appear that your friend
has rather a weak character and, not
being very sociable, finds it hard to
establish relationships. Conse-
quently, I would advise you to help
her acquire more self-confidence.
Give her some tips on how to estab-
lish and maintain new friendships.
You could even, for example, intro-
duce her to your friends, hoping that
she might make some new friends
from amongst them and release you
from your ‘burden’.

If you want to be liked by ev-
erybody, then I suggest that you stop
talking about this girl behind her
back, because believe me, if you
carry on doing this others will lose
their trust in you and start thinking
of you as arrogant, mean, and self-
ish. Moreover, the girl in question
would be terribly hurt if she were to
hear what you have been saying
about her to others.

Be patient and try to follow our
advice and I am sure that things will
improve.

I am a 14-year-old student from
Beit Sahour. The fact that I am ex-
tremely overweight is a constant
source of pain, especially as people
treat me in a cruel and sarcastic
manner as if I have no feelings what-
soever. Even my friends and family
treat me as if I am a ‘nobody’, and I
simply don’t know what to do.

I follow a strict diet but never
succeed and recently attempted to
register at a fitness club but was told
I couldn’t join because I am still too
young. Please, tell me what to do.

A.A .
Beit Sahour

Dear A.A.,

There is no doubt that the prob-
lem of obesity is a major problem,
especially for those suffering from
it. Unfortunately, no one can help
you except yourself. What I mean is
that by being determined and show-
ing some common sense, you alone
should be able to solve this problem.

Quite frequently, people fail to
lose weight in spite of having re-
solved to do so. This could be, for
example, because although they fol-
low a diet, they turn to food in mo-
ments of despair, or even of happi-
ness, because they find in food both
emotional and psychological com-
fort.

Losing weight is a long process
that requires a lot of patience and
determination. In order to be suc-
cessful, it should include a change
in behavior and habits. You mention
in your letter that you have become
a ‘target’ of sarcasm, but you should
not give up; you have to build up
your self confidence and develop a
sense of pride, both in yourself and
in your achievements. Being fat does
not mean that you should lose your
humanity, your sensitivity, your
sense of humor, or your determina-

I Hate Art!

Overweight

I Want People
to Like Me

tion to succeed...
I am certain that you possess

many moral and physical charac-
teristics that give you reason to be
proud. Try to increase your self-es-
teem by confronting the comments
of others with expressions that re-
flect your self-confidence, not by
running away or giving the impres-
sion that you are shy or feel
ashamed.

With regard to actually losing
weight, I suggest that you ask your
mother to prepare only healthy food
for you. Try to drink a lot of water
and fresh juice instead of sodas and
to eat only in moderation, though
be sure to have three good meals a
day. Since you are not able to join
a fitness club, I advise you to walk
briskly for at least half an hour on
a daily basis; perhaps you could
even ask one of your friends to keep
you company, thereby making sure
that you do not get bored. If you
like music, then you could also
spend some time each day dancing,
which could actually help make
losing weight fun!

We wish you all the best. Be-
lieve me, with patience and deter-
mination, you will overcome your
problem and feel so much better.

From P.1
of PECDAR, and Jamil Al- Tarifi,
the Minister of Local Government,
all of whom tried to exert pressure
on the Israeli side to accept this so-
lution concerning the road. The is-
sue, at the moment, is in the hands
of the Israeli Municipality in Jeru-
salem and although we heard that
the project has received its primary
approval, what we need now is an
official, written confirmation.
Should we receive that confirma-
tion, work on the road would be-
gin in April and finish by the end
of the year.”

In a telephone conversation be-
tween Dawoodi and Shalom
Goldstein, the person responsible
for Arab Affairs at the Jerusalem
Municipality, Dawoodi talked about
the issue of sovereignty and said
that the Israelis are responsible for
rehabilitating the road not anybody
else. Goldstein, meanwhile, re-
sponded by saying that the issue
will remain under discussion and
that when the municipality reaches
a decision, the UNDP will be in-
formed.

     Join an international essay project with
students from around the world to reflect on
and write about the values that have helped
shape your life. The project’s purpose is to
give you an opportunity to express in writ-
ing how values such as courage, compassion
and honesty have influenced your life and
then to share your essay with students and
teachers from around the world.

Conditions to enter the compitition
Ages: 9-21 year
Languages: Arabic, English, French or Spanish

WHAT ARE YOUR LAWS OF LIFE?

Length: usually 1/2 - 1 page, can be longer
Transmission: through email
Date: submission before 15 May 2000.
     Student’s essays will be published in multilingual
books for distribution to all participants of this project
and to classrooms throughout the world. Some stu-
dents from different countries may have the opportu-
nity to read their essay at an International Conference
to be held July 2000 in Beijing, China.

For more information, please contact us at The
Youth Times.
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Many psychological and social studies,
especially those which concentrate on
youth sector, confirm that when the
youth reach adolescence age, they tend
to seek their independence from their
families.
     Even though this phenomenon is
still very limited in our society, the hard
economical situation of Palestinian
families often forces its members to
look for jobs in an attempt to meet their
financial needs.
     As a result we see that many  Pales-
tinian youth combine studying with
working. Twenty-three-year-old Alla’
Abdel-Latif Siyam from Gaza is a stu-
dent at the Islamic University in Gaza.
Since finishing high school and obtain-
ing his Tawjihi certificate, he has
worked as a waiter in a restaurant. The
Youth Times conducted the following
interview with Alla’:

When did you start working and
what made you decide to do that?
      I am a fourth year student major-
ing in accounting at Gaza University. I

nected with the degree of work. We feel the taste

of achievement when we find ourselves un-
der pressure, etc.

Is your work in any way connected to the
subject you are studying, or do you intend
to quit the minute you graduate from uni-
versity?

Working as a waiter has enabled me to
establish many new relationships and to
strengthen my identity as a productive mem-
ber of society. Accounting has some connec-
tion with my work as a waiter, but after gradu-
ating, I intend to pursue my business admin-
istration studies, which, eventually, would
enable me to run a restaurant, including the
one in which I work now, should I so choose.
So no, I am not thinking about quitting once
I graduate, especially as this kind of job gives
me the opportunity to practice public rela-
tions, something in which I am very inter-
ested.

What are your hobbies?
    I like sports and practice karate on a regular
basis. I also like reading and put aside suffi-
cient time everyday for that purpose.  Further,
I love traveling, but the political situation re-
stricts my movement, both inside and outside
Palestine. One reason I enjoy reading so much
is that it allows me to learn more about other
countries.

Do you have a message for other young Pal-
estinians, especially your fellow students at
university?

I would tell them that work is a form of
worship and advise all of them to work, even if
their financial situation is good, simply for the
satisfaction of knowing that they are independ-
ent. One shouldn‘t forget that as well as ben-
efiting from the practical experience of work-
ing, one also benefits from the fact that through
working, one is able to establish new contacts
and make a whole new circle of friends.

By Mariam Dahbour
TYT Reporter

WORK IS A FORM OF WORKSHIP

 IN FOCUS ...

Each month, The Youth Times allocates a
corner for the purpose of allowing its
readers to become familiar with certain

Palestinian writers. Our aim is twofold: first, we
wish to introduce our readers to these local writ-
ers, and second, we want to see young writers
benefit from their experience.

In this issue, we would like to introduce Izzat
Ghazawi, the novelist and short-story writer and
head of the Palestinian Writers Union. It is worth
noting that Ghazawi was recently awarded the
Palestine Prize for the Best Novel for his novel
Abdallah Al-Tilali.

Ghazawi was born in Deir Al-Ghosoun in
1951 and obtained his degree from the Univer-
sity of Jordan before continuing with his studies
in the States. He is currently a lecturer at Birzeit
University.

We conducted the following interview with
Al-Ghazawi:

Please tell us a little about your first attempts
at writing and your published works to date.

My beginnings as a short story writer go back
20 years to 1971. My first collection of short
stories, entitled The Female Prisoner, was pub-
lished in 1986 and in 1989, I published a series
of studies under the title Towards a Critical Vi-
sion. My first novel, Letters that Haven’t Been
Received, was published in 1991, and this was
followed by  Edges in 1993, Nebo Mountain in
1993, and my most recent novel, Abdallah Al-
Tilali, in 1997.

My literary collections include many novels
that were translated into English, German, and
Norwegian. In addition to foreign novels that I
translated into Arabic, I also edited many books
dealing with translation and literary criticism.

Ghazawi...The Writer Falls Down
Just as He Thinks He has Reached the Peak

By Yousef Al-Shayeb
TYT Reporter

What are the major literary conferences that
you have participated in until now?

I have participated in many local and inter-
national literary conferences, including the ‘Free-
dom of Expression’ conference held in Geneva
in 1995, ‘The International Poem’ conference
held in Brussels in 1996, the ‘Arab Writers Con-
ference’ held in Damascus in 1997, and the ‘In-
ternational Literature Conference’ that was held
in Sweden in 1998.

Are there any particular rituals connected to
your writing?

I would like to start by saying that obviously,
the current social and political situation has a
negative effect on my writing environment. As
for rituals, I don’t think there are any, although I
like to write in the early morning, between two
and three, especially when I am working on
something creative. As for the articles I write
for journals, they don’t require anything other

than tranquility and concentration.

Can you tell us about the Palestine Prize for
the Best Novel?

The prize is recognition of the efforts I ex-
erted in writing novels over a long period of time.
Obviously, I am happy to have received this ac-
knowledgment, though in some ways it is a huge
responsibility as it imposes new conditions on
me when I am writing.

What are you working on now?
I am working on a new novel entitled Khilat

Al-Ragheb. This will be my first book since
Abdallah Al-Tilali.

Do you have a message for young Palestin-
ian writers?

I would like to tell them that the trip of crea-
tive writing requires a lot of patience. The writer
must be aware of the fact that he needs to read
more than write. The writer will collapse when
he thinks that he has reached the peak, mean-
ing that if a writer thinks he has delivered his
best in terms of creativity then he is entering
into a frozen state and will gradually lose his
creative abilities. We have to always believe
that there are writers who write better than our-
selves and be sure to read their efforts. In addi-
tion, we have to remember that there is no harm
in tearing up our own efforts once in a while.

As for those who wish to start writing on a
regular basis but don’t know where to start, they
should show what they have written so far to
their friends, especially the talented and expe-
rienced ones. Criticism can be a very positive
thing as it leads to self-evaluation and prevents
one from becoming arrogant. However, as I
mentioned, this should go side by side with an
intensive effort to read the works of well-known
writers.

started working around five years ago when I
finished my high school education and the rea-
son was to cover the expenses of my education
and otherwise help my family. I also covered
the fees of my brother before he was able to
depend on himself.

Have you succeeded in ensuring that work-
ing does not affect your studies and vice
versa?

Yes, because I work very hard to ensure that
I plan both my study and work schedule so that
neither has a negative effect on the other. I am
lucky because I am able to understand the mate-
rial simply by attending the lectures, rather than
by spending long hours studying, so I usually
revise the material just a week prior to the rel-
evant exam.

Are both your family and the university sup-
portive of your decision to work as well as
study?

Yes, both encourage me, and my family al-
ways makes sure to provide me with a nice quiet
atmosphere so that I can take a rest now and
then. I should mention that my brother, who re-
cently finished the Tawjihi, is also working in
order to be independent.

Does the owner of the restaurant cooperate
with you because you are a student?

Yes, he allows me to take time off to attend
lectures. Obviously, I try to concentrate and ben-
efit as much as I can from the lectures because
I don‘t have time to waste, not like some other
students.

But aren’t you exhausted?
     Yes, but success  and achievemnet are con-

Ghazawi with Fadwa Toukan
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