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On the 5th Anniversary of the Palestinian Child Day
Palestinian Children’s Charter to See the Light of Day Soon

By Yousef Al-Shayeb
TYT Reporter

very year on 5 April, Palestinians
Ecelebrate Palestinian Child Day, as
decreed by President Arafat during
the first National Children’s Conference,
whichwasheldin GazainApril 1995. Dur-
ing the aforementioned conference, the
President emphasized the fact that the Pal-
estinian National Authority has committed
itself to promoting the Charter of Children’s
Human Rights. One of the reasons for this
commitment isthat Palestinian children are
unlike millions of other children through-
out the world for, unlike them, they were
denied achildhood and forced to accept the
responsibilities of adulthood before their
time. Thisis especially true of boys, many
of whom have been obliged to try and fill
the gap left by a missing father, who was
either martyred, exiled, or imprisoned.

On 10 April 2000, Secretary General
Tayeb Abd Al-Raheem represented the
President at the third annual conference on
“Children of Palestine,” whichwasheldin
Ramallah. Abd Al-Raheem stressed the
unique situation of the Palestinian child by
saying; “Palestinian children have played
arole in the Palestinian revolution since it
first began, joining it as supporters, con-
solidators and fighters. Young Palestinians
rushed to sacrifice their lives in the name
of Palestine both inside and outside the
country. For this reason, amongst others,
today’s children face specia challenges.
Whilst continuing the fight for abetter life,
they arefacing flocks of settlersand learn-
ing to cope with the reality of the depriva-
tion that was imposed upon them because
of the harsh economic situation. As for
those Palestinian youth who are living in
the Diaspora or in refugee camps, they,
more than any others, are living under se-
vere political, economic and social condi-
tions.”

Figures
Inarecent survey carried out by the Pal-

estinian Central Bureau of Statistics, it was
reveal ed that 53 percent of Palestiniansare

THIS ISSUE IS SPONSORED

The Gaerman Ford
for Paloestinnian NGOs

youth under the age of 18, 49.1 percent of
whom arefemalesand 50.9 percent males.
As far as education is concerned, the
number of school students rose from
645,797 in 1994/5 to 942,942 in 1999/
2000, while the percentage of studentsin
high school education increased from 46
percent in 1994/5 to 56.9 percent in 1999/
2000. Although the number of school drop-
outshasdecreased, the survey revealed that
the numbers increase the higher the edu-
cational level. Most important, perhaps, is
the fact that one quarter of children under
the age of 18 living in Palestine are living
under the poverty line, and that in therefu-
gee camps, the percentage reaches ashigh
as 37.3in 1998.

On the fringe of the session, The Youth
Times met with Ghassan Al-Shak’a, the
deputy director of the Higher Council for
Maternity and Childhood, who said, “ The
National Palestinian Charter for Children’s
Rights should be considered the major

achievement of the Council this year, though
| should add that there are a number of pro-
grams aimed at children being implemented

UNICEF’s Vision Conerning Youth

In order to shed more light on thisissue,
Youth Times reporters Nisreen Abu Ata and
Saleem Habash conducted the following in-
terview with Bertrand Bainvel, UNICEF's
project coordinator

How did you cometo work for UNICEF?

| joined UNICEF after working for sev-
era yearsin the private sector. | had a very
comfortable job, but the problem was, | was
always asking myself the same question:
Why am | working, and shouldn’t | be con-

tributing to something more meaningful than
simply helping my company to make more
money in order to pay me more profit? Conse-
quently, when | was offered the opportunity to
work for UNICEF, | though yes, this is some-
thing | really want to do.

| have been working for UNICEF for the
past sevenyears, and the position | currently hold
isProgramme Coordinator for UNICEF sWest
Bank and Gaza programme.

So, you believe that, through what you are
doing now, you are actually helping to make
adifferencein theworld.

Yes, but | should emphasize the fact that |
too have benefited alot from what | do. For ex-
ample, being exposed to people from different
countries and cultures has taught me a lot, in-
cluding how important itisto refrain from judg-
ing others. One of the great things about
UNICEF is that is has a very clear objective,
namely, to improvethelivesof children all over
the world, and it is nice to think that | am help-
ing to make a difference in that regard.

Cont.p3
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all throughout Palestine.”

Higher Council for
Maternity and Childhood

In order to learn more about the Char-
ter, The Youth Times contacted Arsalan
Agha, the Director of The Higher Council
for Maternity and Childhood who said,
“The Council took the initiative and ap-
proached the Legislative Council with a
view to drawing up a charter for Palestin-
ian children. Asaresult, alegal committee
was established in coordination with the
Council. A number of judges, local child-
hood specialists from the West Bank and
Gaza Strip, expertsin legal issues and oth-
ers with previous experience in this field
alsotook part inthe drafting of thelaw. The
first draft will be issued in the next two
weeks, to be discussed by the Council be-
fore the end of April. If the Council ap-
provesit, it will betransferred to the Pales-
tinian Legidative Council for approval.

“The Charter is based on the UN Char-
ter for Children’s Rights, the Arab League
Charter for Children’s Rights, and Arab
laws concerning children’s issues as well
as provisions relating to issues pertaining
to children that are available in Palestine.”
said Agha.

BY
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Editorial
— Language of the Sea

sense of disbelief and great sadness recently prevailed over Birzeit

University and all through Palestine following a drowning incident

which claimed the lives of three young Palestinians: Tharwat,
Mahmoud and LU’ ai.

With the advent of spring each year, even prior to the swimming season,
Pal estinian society beginsto lose its children, one after the other, to the sea, a
sea that does not differentiate between young and old or between seaweed
and roses. No, the sea’s hunger has no limit...but why should we stand by and
merely watch it devour its next meal ?

Last summer, The Youth Times covered the issue of drowning in order to
draw attention to the phenomenon and shed some light on its various aspects.
At that time the Director of the Shore Safety Department at the Israeli Minis-
try of Interior promised to put up warning signs written in Arabic at various
points along the coast to join those already written in both English and He-
brew. Unfortunately, but not unexpectedly, this promise was not fulfilled
However, there is no doubt that many parties, not just the Shore Safety De-
partment alone, bear responsibility for the high number of drowning cases,
including our own officials and individuals who, in many ways, bear even
more responsibility than the Israglis. For example, the Palestinian Authority
should introduce laws and year-round awareness programs that deal with
swimming rulesand hazards, while we, the people, should respect and adhere
to them.

The phenomenon of drowning is not restricted to acertain age group or to
one sex, and it is regrettable to see that the majority of victims, according to
Israeli statistics, are Arab youth. Indeed, athough the victims include a low
percentage of Romanians and Russians and a few Israglis, the Arab commu-
nity would appear to be suffering the most as aresult of the current situation.
The question that repeats itself is as follows: What is the reason behind the
high percentage of young Arab victims? The answer, of which most of usare
already aware, is bitter, namely, that we take unnecessary risks, often in order
to show off, even though most of us are not trained as swimmers. For exam-
ple, we see but ignore warning signs, ignoring the reasons why they were put
therein the first place. It gets worse...some of us leave the safety of licensed
stretches of beach where lifeguards are present to swim in remote and un-
guarded areas, while others choose to swim on Saturdays and during Israeli
feasts when no lifeguards are on duty.

We have to bear responsibility for this painful reality and do our best to
implement widespread awareness campaigns. It isnot enough to seethe Health
Department in Nablus asking owners of parks and swimming pools to com-
mit themselves to Health Department rules and procedures to guarantee the
safety and cleanliness of swimming pool water, one of the reasons being that
the majority of us prefer to swim at beaches, the majority of which are under
the control and authority of the Israelis. Consequently, it is vitally important
that a national campaign be conducted al over the country, headed by the
Ministry of Education and the Ministry of Youth and Sport in cooperation
with various NGOs and sports clubs. Moreover, our universities and schools
should carry out similar awareness campaigns in cooperation with NGOs so
that a group of qualified youth may emerge and carry out awareness pro-
grams, giving lectures at schools, clubs, and community centers.

PYALARA therefore asks al concerned parties to cooperate and carry
out widespread awareness campaigns that cover all Palestinian areas. Hope-
fully, where this to happen, we would no longer be obliged to sit back and
watch as the cruel and heartless sea claims yet another Palestinian victim.

Hania Bitar
Editor-in-Chief

Youth In Diaspora

Arab-Americans: The Battle for Recognition

metimesthe best way to be-
in adiscourse concerning a
arge and rather unknown

subject such asthe Arab culture and
identity isto begin with what ismost
personal and compelling. Personally,
| consider the issue of the image of
Arabsin the West in general and the
United Statesin particular to be both.
Asan Arab-American, it has always
troubled me that while many ethnic
groups in America have been recog-
nized as being unique, the Arabs re-
main one of the most misunderstood
cultural groups. Even moretroubling
isthefact that thelittle that isknown
about Arabsis most often stereotypi-
cal and negative. Indeed, ask virtu-
ally any Arab-American if he/she
feels that non-Arabs are generally
knowledgeable concerning the Arab
culture and heritage, and the answer
will always be a disappointing no.
Sadly, our educational system,
television shows, movies, and the
mediaall show evidence of thisuna-
wareness and misrepresentation. The
negative images of Arabs are many,
the positive images few. Arabs have
been stereotyped as everything from
filthy rich billionaire sheikhs and
desert nomads to half naked belly
dancersand veiled women. How this
general lack of knowledge of Arabs
came about is certainly an important
question. However, what worriesme

Dear Official ...

Aida Hasan
California/ USA

the most are the consequences result-
ing from this unfair representation of
Arabs, and | consider it absolutely
necessary that aseriouseffort must be
made to change the current situation.

There are approximately 3-4 mil-
lion Arabsliving in the United States,
63 percent of whom were born there.
In fact, many Arab families were in
Americaasearly as 1890. WhileArab
cultural awareness is important to all
Arabs in the United States, it is per-
haps most important to those of uswho
were born and/or raised here. Grow-
ing up in this multi-cultural American
society, we are encouraged to appre-
ciate the country’s rich ethnic diver-
sSity. In our classroom activitieson cul-
tureand in our textbookswe constantly
find that we are either absent or so
poorly portrayed that we seem to vac-
illate between a state of invisibleness
and afeeling of shame concerning our
cultural heritage. Essentially, we miss
out when it comesto the high cultural
self-esteem that so many others enjoy,
and, not surprisingly, many Arab-
Americans often feel that they have
been robbed of the respect and cultural
pridethat any other ethnic groupinthis
multicultural society seems to enjoy.
In short, they are left with an impor-
tant but as yet unmet need to be rec-

ognized and valued.

My own experience as a child
growing up in the United States left
me with this same unfulfilled need
to berecognized for my heritage. As
achild, | enjoyed learning about other
cultures in the classroom: the Asian
cultures, the Latino cultures, the Na-
tive American cultures, etc. Yet, in
searching for my own identity | was
left with more questions than an-
swers. Where was the recognition of
my heritage? What did people from
my culture contribute to American
society and to the world? Where was
the appreciation of my ancestry?
When would it be my turn? Trying
to find answers though television
shows, movies and the mediaproved
fruitless; | am neither aterrorist nor
filthy rich, so where then is the real
image of who | am?

Unfortunately, the battle to
present amore accurate image of the
Arab people and the Arab culture
appears bound to be a slow one. It
will take a strong and concerted ef-
fort by everyone from educators and
parents to Arab-American activists
and people in the media to make a
difference. The rich cultural back-
grounds of Americansare what make
the United States so unique. For the
millions of Arab-Americans who
make up an important part of this
multicultural society, their ‘turn’ to
be valued is long overdue.

Ramallah Public Library

e are four girls living in the Ramallah region, and our complaint concerns

iy Wthe Ramallah Public Library. After conducting a quick survey and speak
ing to the young people who use the library, we came to the conclusion that alarge

number of youth, both male and female, are not at all happy with the way they aretreated when
visiting it. The librarians, for example, fail to assist students when they are looking for books
and references and restrict the use of the photocopier, making it almost impossible to copy

something. This, however, only applies to some youth; those from well-to-do families are treated totally different, and

we feel thisis unfair.

We would appreciate it if you would look into this matter for us. Thank you.

A.R.SH.R
Beitunia Girls' School

In order to obtain areply to the above problem, The Youth Times met with the library’s director, Nahla Qura, who
said, “What the girls have said is not accurate, though | admit that thelibrary is always very busy on Thursdays and yes,
things do get alittle chaotic. Nevertheless, we always do our best to assist all our visitors.”

“The fact that we extended our opening hours until 7 pm is an indication of the way in which we try to please the
public,” said Qura. “As for the photocopier, unlike other libraries, we actually have two photocopiers, again, as aresult
of our desire to help students. It is true that there are often queues to use it, but there is nothing we can do about that,
bearing in mind that it is not unusual for one of them to be out of order due to the high demand for photocopies and the

wear they are subjected to.”

Continued Qura, “The problem is, students don’'t know how to use the library properly, which is something that
their teachers could help them with. For example, a student who needs to write on a certain topic will come to the
library with alist of ten topics to choose from, asking for ten different references. Obviously, our time, as librarians,
would be better spent helping several people, rather than running around looking for ten different references for a
student who only needs to write on one topic. We also find that some students are not prepared to ook for the books
themselves. Our answer to this problem is to encourage them to stop being so lazy, mainly by pointing them to the area
where the books they are looking for are arranged and then leaving them to actually find the books they are after

themselves.”

Qurasmiled when we confronted her concerning the accusation that students visiting the library are treated differ-
ently according to their socia status. “Do people think | ask all our visitors who their fathers are?” asked Qura. “I'm
sorry, but | find the accusation ridiculous. All our visitors are treated in exactly the same way and the accusation is

totally unfounded.”
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Frank Talk

The Unappreciated Ones

Reconsidering the Objectives of the Educational System

Nisreen Abu-Ata
Rosary Sisters School, Jerusalem

veryone is unique in their
Eown way, though some

times, we use the wrong
methods to reveal a person’s talent
or whatever it isthat givesthem that
uniqueness. Unfortunately, the pre-
dominant method at the moment -
theonewedepend onto judge astu-
dent’s abilities and talents - is
school.

At school, welearn certain sub-
jects, such as languages, sciences,
math, computer, sports, and arts.
You'reeither good at them or you're
not; it'sassimpleasthat. Naturally,
the* best students', according to the
current standards, are those who
obtain thebest gradesin any of these
subjects. As for those who cannot
evenmakea‘B’, well, toputitsim-
ply, their efforts go unnoticed due
to all the attention bestowed upon
those who excel in practically eve-
rything they do.

Asfar as| can see, our teachers
and school administrations have
failed to fully grasp the concept of
education, which, in my opinion,
involvesfar morethan ensuring that
students obtain good grades. Edu-
cation does not just consist of books,
exams, and grades...no! It goes far
beyond thesethings, to subjectsthat
the vast majority of pupils aren’t
even alowed to attempt.

For instance, |1 know a certain
girl, who, unfortunately, is consid-
ered ‘stupid’ by her teachers.
Moreover, shehasvery few friends.
Why? Because of her grades, which
have never, to this day, included an
‘A’ or ‘B’. Feeling sorry for her, |
alwaystried to help her during les-
sons and we soon became friends.
Anyway, the other day, shetook me
by the hand and said that she had

something to show me, leading me
to the piano room where she sat
down and started to play like a pro-
fessional, going from one song to the
other and playing practicaly every
song that | suggested. | thought it
was normal; most of my friends can
play the piano, so what was the big
deal?

When she finished, | asked her
how long she had been learning pi-
ano and could literally feel my jaw
drop assheanswered, saying, 1 have
never studied piano in my life.” |
stood there amazed, and my amaze-
ment only increased when | asked
her how she had come to play so
beautifully. “I just hear the music,
and sit down and play it,” she said.
“It's this simple: you are good at
studying, | angood a music.” It was
at that moment that | thought, “I wish
| had your talent. I’'m merely good
at doing what is asked of me, like
the majority of my peers, whereas
you, you have something unique,
something that makes you excep-
tional.”

Themain objective of teaching
namely, to give students a
chance to become the ‘best’
they can be and to develop a
sense of self-worth.

The point is, as such talents as
this girl’s obviously exist, why are
our schools not doing their best to
help such students?Why do they put
abig crossagainst the names of those
students who do not meet the tradi-
tional demands made of students
studying traditional subjects? Why
can't they show alittle faith and ca-
ter to the needs of these studentsin-
stead of almost ignoring them be-
cause they don't cater to their need
as teachers with a desire to prove

their expertise by producing a class
full of ‘A’ grade students?

The saddest thing of all is that
when | asked my friend if anyone
knew about her talent, her answer
was an astonished “Of course not!
Who on earth would you expect to
appreciate anything specia about a
student whose grades are considered
adisgrace?’

At that moment, | felt very an-
gry at our education system, realiz-
ing, inasplit second, how many tal-
ents and dreams are vanishing day
after day because of its unfair and
unsympathetic demands. | person-
ally know many young people who
aretalented at writing, dancing, act-
ing, drawing, and so forth, while
there are others who have excep-
tional leadership abilities, but how
do their teachers treat them? They
put them down, constantly remind-
ing them they are not ‘typical’ stu-
dents; in other words, that they area
failure.

| really believe that the majority
of our teachers have forgotten the
main objective of teaching, namely,
to give students a chance to become
the*best’ they can beand to develop
a sense of self-worth, rather than to
spend their time trying to prove that
they, the teachers, are the ‘best’ at
their job, the most capable, the most
efficient, according to thetraditional
standards. Theway | seethings, itis
time for us to change our priorities,
and to decide upon, once and for all,
the purpose of the education system,
which owes students alot more than
ensuring that they achieve good
grades. No, until such time as the
system acknowledgesthose students
who are currently unappreciated,
hiding behind locked doorsand con-
cealing their ‘unconventional’ tal-
ents, thenitisagrave mistaketo be-
lieve that the systemisdoing justice
to al thoseit is meant to benefit.

The National Anthem...
Do You Care?

I ssa Stephan
Terra Sancta school
Bethlehem
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ave you ever heard about something called respect for
the national anthem?Well, it seems that many students
have not, judging by their behavior in the school play-

ground every morning. Instead of standing to attention, students,
especialy in the senior classes, do al kind of weird and won-
derful thingswhilst the national anthem isbeing played or sung:
talking to classmates, fooling around, and, in some cases, even
blowing bubbles with gum! Clearly, when it comes to the na-
tional anthem, many students care very little for what it repre-
sents, which is something that saddens me a great deal.

Asfar as| am concerned, being ateenager does not necessi-
tate that we lose all respect for the things that are important to
us as a society...or am | wrong? No, of course I'm not wrong,
but the question is, what does it mean to be ateenager? Does it
mean to be as bad as you can be, to be careless, to do whatever
you want? And does it mean to forget all about your country,
your family, your origins, and the pride you should feel in en-
joying certain freedoms, such as the freedom to participate in
singing the national anthem after many years of being forbid-
dento do so? Certainly, thereisatendency for teenagers around
the world to express their ‘freedom’ by imitating others and by
doing what their friends want them to do, instead of what they
should be doing as soon-to-be adults. What they don’t realize -
or care to acknowledge - is the fact that by behaving in such a
manner, they are not actually expressing their freedom, and, in
al likelihood, never will, but rather, are destined to remain slaves
- davesto selfishness, ignorance and stupidity.

Personally, | think that standing to attention and singing the
national anthem along with one'sfellow studentsisvery impor-
tant. It shows, amongst other things, that you love your country
and that you are proud of your nationality. Consequently, | ad-
mire those students whose behavior in the mornings would im-
ply that they feel the same. Asfor those who show atotal lack of
respect for the anthem, they would do well to remember the
words of Shakespeare- “You blocks, you stones, you worsethan
senseless things!” If only they would listen.

Fromp 1

How do you try to make a differ-
ence?

| try to do it by proposing anew
way of looking at thingsin order to
shake people, which is why | have
come to be known as ‘ The Youth
Shaker’! Serioudly, | make peoplere-
think what they have been doing, of -
ten for avery long time, without even
thinking whether they have adopted
the right approach. In doing this, it
isimportant that we meet the people
first so that we know what we are
talking about when we approach the
policy makers.

A very large part of UNICEF's
work involves raising important is-
sues, particularly thoserdating tothe
rights of children. What we aso do
is to provide financial aid for pro-
grams, and, in some cases, technical
support. For example, we might ask

someone from Tunisia or Egypt to
come and discuss with the Palestin-
iansthe best way of devel oping anew
program to protect children’s rights.
So, in other words, we work with the
society and with representatives of
governmental and non-governmental
organizations, including, of course,
the actual policy makers, to identify
problems, theavailable resources, and
ways of helping the various organi-
zations to meet their own objectives.

Would you agreethat the majority
of young people are not aware of
their rights or do not fully under-
stand them?

Yes, | would. At UNICEF, we
tend to assume that everyone knows
about these rights, which is not the
case. It if for this reason that we are
working together with MonicaAwad
our Communication Officer, on ways
to promote improved understanding

of children’srightsamongst children
themselves in the simplest manner
possible. | should notethat inthisre-
gard, the media plays a very impor-
tant role.

How do you decidewhich group re-
quires your help the most, for ex-
ample, children in refugee camps,
or childreninrural areas?
Wetend to look at those students
and adolescents who are easiest to
reach, the ones whose families are
more supportive of the idea of them
participating in different activities,
whilst sometimesforgetting about the
ones who do not have the same op-
portunities. Thelatter include, for ex-
ample, poorer youth from rural areas
andthosegirlswho areforcedtoleave
school in order to get married who
do not benefit from the servicesfound
in the camps. We are tackling this
problem through what we refer to as

research and advocacy, bearing in
mind that if you are not counted, you
do not count. We need to have the
data, to learn more about who is and
who isn't going to school, the soci-
ety in which they live and their age
inorder to understand why they’ renot
going, and for thisreason we conduct
surveys, after which, having obtained
all the necessary data, weraisetheis-
sue with the appropriate policy mak-
ers.

How would you define UNICEF's
policy concerning youth over the
past decade?

| think you could say that our
policy grew out of therealization that
many of our goals pertaining to edu-
cation and children’srightswould not
be reached unless we involved the
youth themselves. In the past, we put
a lot of emphasis on the birth-five
yearsage group, but we cameto real -

izethat adolescenceisasoavery im-
portant period as the effect of the
changesthat occur during thisperiod
will continue to have an effect
throughout the child’s adulthood.

What message do you have for
young Palestinians on Interna-
tional Child’s Day?

| would tell them, use this won-
derful opportunity to talk about what
it meansto beyoung Palestiniansand
what needs to be done for you. As
for those young people either work-
ing for or with good accessto the me-
dia, they should speak very forcefully
about what young peoplewant, about
possible solutions, etc., addressing
not only the public at large but also
parents, teachers, and policy makers
in particular. | would add that
UNICEF is behind you in anything
relating to children’srights, particu-
larly the rights of adolescents.
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A Prayer

| try to seethe difference between right and wrong
But | live among people who do not

| see people and find them all beautiful in
different ways

But | live among people who only see

other peoples’ shadows

| see peoplein need and | help them
But | live among people who require
money to help others

| see people who suffer and | try to
undo the injustice

But | live among people who live
luxurioudly because of others’ mis-
ey

| talk to everyone and require
nothing but asmile

But | liveamong peoplewho only
talk to each other if they need
something

If | have much | give others in
need and require nothing but a
prayer

But I live among people who
only give others if they receive

again

And so at night | pray to God:
Dear God my only true friend
Dear God my secret keeper
Dear God my only hope

Please help me understand the
people | live among

Please help melet them understand

that what they do iswrong

Please God wake people up and re-
move their blinders

Whatever You may do my God is
right

And | shall not be unsatisfied aslong
asl amwho | am

And aslong as| dowhat | do

| know that one day thingswill change
And till that time | will never change

| will stick to my beliefs

And hope that justice will be on my side

Rawan Haddad
Denmark

What is Happiness?

What is happiness?

To feel you are free or to know you are beautiful ?

To have lots of money or parents who care about you?
To get good marks at school or have a large group of
friends?

To have more than others and follow all the trends?

| believevery few people know what happiness means...
But what about faith in God?

Yes, itisfaithin God that helpsusfulfill all our dreams

lliana Khair
Greek Catholic Patriarchate School
Beit Sahour

Creative Writing

A Birthday...

The day he came into this world,
When he first saw the sunlight,
As people called on happiness to welcome
him
And smiles invaded their faces as they
thought of a name for this new voyager,
The one whose journey had started...
That is when the beginning of the end
occurred,
When that voyager came a step closer
to destiny without being aware of it,
Happy that he was advancing, he for-
got that hewasto leave...
It is only when the right time came
that heartswere called on by sadness,
Which disposed of al jollity,
For he had left forever the human
realm...
Inthemidst of the condolences, hap-
piness whispered:
“Humans, couldn’t you see it com-
ing the second you invited mein
And chased away my twin sister,
sadness,
When it was she who should have
stayed?
Rejoice, for indeed it isnow that you
should invite me
Itisonly at thisinstant that he is be-
ing born
He has|eft here, and with that his real
beginning has started
Rejoice, your turn isto come..
That is what life tries telling you with
the singing of birds
Oh, if only you would listen to life's

sweet melody
You would understand my parents: death
and life..
Nisreen Abu- Ata
Rosary Sisters School
Jerusalem
Mother’s Day

On Mother’s Day

| say thank you for being my help

and my way

Thank you for being my prideand

my shining ray

Youweremy eyeswhen | couldn’t

see

You were my mouth when |

couldn’t speak

You were my wings when |

couldn’t fly

And when you touch my hand |
feel | can reach the sky

Because of the way that you un-
derstand

You are my power and my friend
So | will ask God to let you live
forever

So you can stay and help me find

my way
Haneen Musleh

Greek Catholic Patriarchate School,
Beit Sahour

Mothers

By the time God made mothers, He was
into the sixth day of working overtime. An
Angel appeared and said “Why are you
spending so much time on this one?’

And God answered and said, “Have you
read the spec sheet on her? She has to be
completely washable, but not plastic; have
200 movable parts, al replaceable; run on
black coffee and leftovers; have a lap that
can hold three children at onetime and that
disappears when she stands up; have akiss
that can cure anything from a scraped knee
to a broken heart; and have six pairs of
hands.”

The Angel was astounded at the require-
ments for this one. “ Six pairs of hands! No
Way!” said the Angel.

God replied, “Oh, it's not the hands that
arethe problem. It'sthethree pairs of eyes
that mothers must have!”

“And that’'s on the standard model?’ the
Angel asked.

God nodded in agreement, “ Yep, one pair
of eyes are to see through the closed door
as she asks her children what they are do-
ing even though she already knows. Another
pair in the back of her head are to see what
she needs to know even though no one
thinks she can. And the third pair are here
in the front of her head. They are for look-
ing at an errant child and saying that she
understands and loves him or her without
even saying asingle word.”

TheAngel tried to stop God. “Thisistoo
much work for one day. Wait until tomor-
row to finish.”

“But | can't!” God protested, “I am so
close to finishing this creation that is so
close to my own heart. She aready heals
herself when she is sick AND can feed a
family of six on apound of hamburger and
can get a nine year old to stand in the
shower.”

The Angel moved closer and touched the
woman, “But you have made her so soft,
God.”

“She is soft,” God agreed, “but | have
also made her tough. You have noideawhat
she can endure or accomplish.”

“Will she be ableto think?’ asked the an-
gel.
God replied, “Not only will she be able
to think, she will be able to reason and ne-
gotiate.”

The Angel then noticed something and
reached out and touched thewoman’s cheek.
“Oops, it looks like you have a leak with
this model. | told you that you were trying
to put too much into this one” “That’'s not
aleak,” God objected, “ That's atear!”

“What's the tear for?’ the Angel asked.

God said, “ Thetear isher way of express-
ing her joy, her sorrow, her disappointment,
her pain, her loneliness, her grief, and her
pride.”

The Angel was impressed. “You are a

genius, God. You thought of everything for
this one. You even created the tear!”
God looked at the Angel and smiled and
said,“I’m afraid you are wrong again, my
friend. | created the woman, but she cre-
ated the tear!”

Source: Unknown
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Discover Palestine

Efforts to Encourage Palestinian Youth to Explore Their Country

Marianne Albina
TYT Reporter

T he Palestinian Educational
Institute in Bethlehem in
cooperation with the Ger-
man Fund for Palestinian NGOs
(Friedrich Naumann) isworking on
an educational program called
‘Discover Palesting'. The objective
isto gather students from different
schools in the Bethlehem and
Hebron areaand help them explore
their country. Activitiesincludetwo
trips per month with the participa-
tion of two different setsof classes,
one comprising of studentswho are
12 and 13 years of age, and the
other of students who are 14 and
15.

It should be noted that the* Dis-
cover Palestine Program’ isatwo-
year program and that teachers try
to make sure that the greatest
number of students possible ben-
efit from the trips. When talking to
the teachers

i
Participantsin the “ Discover Palesting” excursion

On Friday 11 February, | went
on one of the trips involving the
older age group. Thiswastheir sec-
ond trip during the current academic
year. Ninety students and 30 adults,
including teachersand local and for-
eign visitors, went along for what
proved to be avery interesting tour.

The excursion to Oebedieh was
planned very well. All we had to do
was to arrive at the meeting point,
the Freres School in Bethlehem, and
board the busses that were waiting
there. Whilst on our way to
Oebedieh, | had the chanceto speak
to some of the students, who told me
that each of them had specia copy-
books for the trips in which they
wrote notes pertaining to the expe-
rience. | was aso told that they had
prepared reports, according to the
teachers’ instructions, and that the
best ones would be presented at the

end of thejour-

who organize ney. The sub-
and hel|ga with “Wereallyknm{vverylittleabout j:yct for that
these trips, | OUr cquntry, which meansthat we particular day's
learned that Denefit agreat deal fromthese oy \yag
some set ex-  UIPS Bedouin line
ams for al the and the desert.
students at Eighth

their schoolsinthe appropriate age
groupsin order to discover who has
an interest in archeology, history,
geography and tourism. It is
through using thismethod that they
choose the studentswho eventual ly
participate.

grader Haitham Sanad, whilst ex-
pressing his opinion concerning the
trips, said they are very beneficia
as students still need to learn a lot
more about Palestine. Shortly after-
wards, a member of a group of Sth
grade girls from Bethlehem con-
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firmed what he had told me, saying,
“We really know very little about
our country, which means that we
benefit agreat deal from thesetrips,
during which wevisit placesthat we
have only heard of but never actu-
aly seen. Believe me, when we tell
our friendsback homewhat we have
seen, they areall incredibly jealous.”

Another girl added, “We are so
excited that wewant to make aboard
magazinefor the school andinclude
information about where we have
been aswell astake photographsand
pin them to the school notice board.
We are also thinking of providing
news concerning our activities
through the school radio.” | wastold
that on their last trip the girls gath-

2
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ered some herbs, took them to
school and gave apresentationto the
other students, during which they
explained all about them.

Our first stop on thetour wasthe
Herodian Mountain, from wherewe
saw the Ta amreh Desert and Wadi
Khardioun. From there we went to
the Mar Saba's Monastery, where
we heard not only about the build-
ing itself but also about the life of
the monks who live there. Unfortu-
nately, only the boys were actually
allowed inside the monastery.
Meanwhile, the girls and female
teachers stayed outside and listened
to Suzy Attallah, an English teacher
at St. Joseph’s School in Bethlehem,
who spoke about the various sites

included in the trip.

Next, wevisited ahousein Al-
Oebedieh and saw how modern life
has affected the Bedouin and the
traditional way of living. After see-
ing how the women still bake their
own bread and make the famous
kishek yogurt, wewerereceived by
representatives of Al-Oebediah
Municipality, who provided us
with lunch at the municipal build-
ing, where we prepared for the fi-
nal activities. On our way to the
municipal building, we saw astack
of animal hair that had been wo-
ven into strips of coarse cloth,
which would later be used to build
tents for the Bedouin.

Asfor the afternoon activities,
these included a performance of
national and modern songsand lis-
tening to some accounts of lifein
the desert and the Bedouin way of
life. | wasmost impressed with the
little showsthat the students put on
and the way in which they high-
lighted the ironies pertaining to
modern life as compared to lifein
the desert. The children certainly
outdid themselvesin showing very
efficiently how the tent dwellers
essential qualities have been al-
tered asaresult of the changes sur-
rounding them.

At the end of the day, during
which | was lucky enough to gaze
upon many of Palestine’s most
beautiful sites, | sat and digested
what | had seen. It was then that |
truly realized that the landscape of
our country reflects a very power-
ful image of us, the Pal estinian peo-
ple, and that it is of vital impor-
tance that more Palestinian youth
be exposed to its beauty.

Sudents perform Bedouin way of life

Photo: Marianne Albina
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More Care for Young Actors

I nterview conducted by
Hamdi Hamamreh

ver the past few years, the Pal-
Oestinian theater movement has
gradually developed to match
that found in many of the other Arab
countries, which has resulted in several
Palestinian theater troupesbeing awarded
prizesinvariousArab festivals. However,
inorder to maintain the samelevel of de-
velopment, thereisaneed to provide the
Palestinian theater with anew cadre that
isas professiona asit istalented.
There are many young and talented
Pal estinians who show great promise as
actors. One of them is Issa Qaroot, an
eighth grader from Bethany. The Youth
Times conducted thefollowing interview
with lssa:

When did you first become interested
in acting?

The roots of my interest go back to my first
yearsat school. Being interested inacting, | joined
the school theater group, which performed sev-
eral shows for the rest of the school. Acting in
these plays helped me to develop my skills and
gain some valuable experience.

Who wasthe director?

One of the teachers used to write and direct
the plays. | remember that | once wrote a play
myself, only theteacher didn’t even bother to ook
ait.

What about other activitiesoutsidetheschool?

| joined the ‘Qandil Group’ around eight
months ago and acted in two lays, ‘ Shourabat
Adas (‘Lentil Soup’) and ‘Al-Mughtarib (The
Immigrant). It is worth noting that the majority
of actorsin this group are young people.

What isthe major problem that the group is
facing?

Themain problemisthat the group isunable
to perform morethan one show at atime because
of itsfinancial problems. Infact, weused to cover
the expenses of our shows from our own pock-
ets.

Have you approached any institutions for fi-
nancial aid?

Yes, we approached many different institu-
tionsin Ramallah and Jerusalem. Unfortunately,
all they did wasto give useither promisesor nega-
tive answers.

How did your family react to the idea of you
becoming an actor?

At first, they welcomed theideaand gaveme
alot of encouragement. Now, however, they are
not so keen because they feel that | will never be
ableto make aliving fromit.

Does acting have a negative effect on your
studies?

Not at all. Acting is my hobby. It increases
my self-confidence and enables me to gain the
respect of my colleagues at school.

What doyou think of the Palestinian theater ?

| attend Palestinian plays at Al-Hakawati
Theater on aregular basis, and from what | have
seen, | would say that the Palestinian theater is
developing steadily, although it has yet to go be-
yond the borders of Paestine. There are many
talented actors who need help, and more should
be done to encourage the public to become fa-
miliar with the various theater groups.

If you had a choice between studying academic
subjectsand specializingin dramaand theater,
what would you choose?

| would select the second option, because |
love acting above everything else.

Do you have a special messagefor Palestinian
youth?

Yes, | would like to say to them that they
should work hard to achieve their goals and
should never let despair penetrate their souls.

A Horse Race...But No One Makes It to the End

Yousef Al-Shayeb
TYT reporter

duce short story writer, Ziad

Khadash, amember of the Palestin-
ian Writers' Union and a teacher at
Burka School in Ramallah. Khadash has
published three collections of short sto-
ries, thefirst of which, A Quiet Hap-
piness, Oh Ramallah waswrittenin
cooperation with the writer Widad
Baghouthi in 1993. The next collec-
tion, A Bad Date with the Sorm,
published in 1998, wasfollowed by
the third collection entitled Balco-
nies Also Travel. We conducted the
following interview with Khadash:

I n thisissue, wewould liketo intro-

Pleasetell usalittlebit about how you
began writing.

| was greatly encouraged whilst
making my first attempts at writing,
which werevery humble, by the encour-
agement and admiration of my father
who used to say that | possessed a cre-
ative talent, the like of which is rarely
seen.

Whilst writing many short stories
during my years at university, | wasin-
fluenced by Edwar Al-Khayyat, the
Egyptian novelist, whose style | imi-
tated, though | later adopted a style of
my own. | remember meeting Khayyat
in Cairo and telling him that | had imi-
tated him for some time, to which he
replied, smiling, “Yes, you have to get
rid of my influence on you.” And so it

wasthat in eighties | started writing stories that
reflected my own personal style. In doing so, |
was sometimes criticized and accused of intro-
ducing unfamiliar expressions in what was de-
scribed as an attempt at ‘vocal showing off’, but
thisdidn’t bother me at all, intent as | was on not
losing my persona ‘vision'. | should say here
that | consider language a beautiful kind of mu-
sic through which | can express my pain, bore-
dom, fears, confusion, and so many other emo-
tions and thoughts.

What stimulatesyou to write?

The stimulants behind my writing are ob-
scure. What | cantell youisthatif | didn't write,
| dare say that | would have committed many
crimes or else killed myself many years ago.

Writing is my source of protection, a veil that
hides my fantasies, madness, fears, failure and
bad intentions, all of which | try to expressin an
artistic manner. Writing can be considered both
agood and an evil genie.

Must certain conditionsexist for you tobeable
towrite?

Yes, | can only write in a quiet atmosphere
and usually prefer to listen to soft music whilst
doing so, preferably Fairuz. Whenever | havean
ideafor astory, | writeit down straight away in
order to put it into story form later - when | fin-
ish, it'slike I've discovered a treasure.

Do you intend to progress from writing short
storiesto writing novels?

Yes, | am now in the process of writing my
first novel. Writing is not an easy thing: it re-
quires encyclopedic knowledge, social knowl-
edge and the ability to notice the hidden changes
within the society, in addition to a special kind
of sensitivity in regard to people and language.

My first novel will be published by the Mo-
roccan print house ‘Tubgal’ and tackle several
new issues using anew technique. | hopeit will
prove successful.

What would you liketo say to youngwriters?

| say to them, that they must understand that
they are only at the beginning and that the road
islong and treacherous. Young writersmust learn
to question and, in some cases, to remain skepti-
cal, and they must realize that any successeswill
undoubtedly be preceded and followed by set-
backs. What they should not do is fal into the
trap of searching for ‘poetic glory’; there are
many horses running but not one of them ever
passes the post, because doing that would mean
the end.

Behavioral Imitation

Amal Faraj
English language teacher
Franciscan Sisters' School, Jericho

am writing to you to express my sense of

overwhelming joy, pride and happiness at

having such a wonderful paper as The
Youth Times in Palestine, one whose staff
clearly careabout youth and their problemsand
needs. | feel thisway partly because youth are
the cornerstone of our Palestinian State, which
we hope will accept responsibility for broad-
ening the ambitions of youth so that they can
guarantee the continuous improvement of the
society’spolitical, economic, and social devel-
opment.

| have been an English language teacher at
the Franciscan Sisters' School in Jericho for
around ten years, and today, as in the past, |
am keen to see my students develop to alevel
that enablesthem to passthetawjihi exam, their
passport to higher education and to making a
valuable contribution to our society in the fu-
ture. Many students complain that learning the
English language is difficult, especially at the
beginning. However, itismy belief that agood
teacher, who has mastered good teaching meth-
ods and possesses certain characteristics, such
as patience, will always be able to take his or
her students to the safety offered by the shore.
| would like to point out that many of the ob-
stacles students face in learning the language
can be dealt with by simply reading as often as
possible and also listening to English language
programs on the television or radio, it being
obvious that in order to learn alanguage, one
must expose oneself to it on a frequent basis
and put what one has learned into practice.

A teacher, | believe, is a soldier. What |
mean is that he/she is not only providing stu-
dents with information but also serving as a
connection point between young people and the
way they perceive everything that goes on
around them. If ateacher gives agood |lesson,
making surethat all the students understand it,
then the students will learn to express and un-
derstand themselves in a better manner. An-
other point | would like to make is that stu-
dents often follow their teacher’s example and
try to imitate them, and this is something of
which every teacher must be aware.

I will conclude by saying that education
can be compared to a ship carrying many pas-
sengers. |, for one, delight in serving as one of
the captains, who, at the beginning of each
scholastic year, accepts responsibility for en-
suring that his or her passengersarrive on ‘the
other side’, meaning the next phase of their edu-
cation, having benefited from the lessons of -
fered by the voyage.
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