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Number 13

By Yousef Al-Shayeb
TYT Reporter

very timel start to tacklethe phenom-
Eenon of ‘violenceinside schools', my
memory isinvaded by picturesfrom
the past. | remember | was an 11th grader at
thetime... Being a distinguished student did
not exempt me from receiving ten conces-
sive hits on the hand, simply because | had
brought along the wrong notebook by mis-
take. “ The two notebooks look the same.” |
told theteacher, going on to add that it was
the first time | had made such a mistake,
but he but he went on hitting me al the
same. | wasin pain but my pride prevented
me from screaming, even when theteacher
sent meto the principal who in turn dished
out his own form of violent punishment.
Theissue of violenceinside Palestin-
ian schools is a complicated one. Students,
school administrations, the Ministry of Edu-
cation, parents, and society have all been ac-
cused, at one point or another, of being re-
sponsible for the current level of violence,
and indeed, they may have played a major
roleinincreasing the seriousness of the prob-
lem. However, it hasto be noted that the phe-
nomenon of violence inside schools is not
restricted to Palestine. On the contrary, it is
a worldwide problem for which a solution
has yet to be found.

Students Say:

“Wefeel that we arein aslaughterhouse,
a wrestling ring, not a school,” said Bilal
Jamal, a student at the Bani Zayd Boys
School. Bilal continued, “Every teacher has

he Youth Times
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his own ‘weapon’, be it a stick, a whip etc,
and it often feels like the teachers actually
enjoy hitting us with or without a good rea-
son. | remember that a huge teacher once
showered a student with punches, leaving
him in agony, and, still not satisfied, then
ordered the student to bring him thewhip that
was in the trunk of his car so he could con-
tinue to punish him. All this happened be-
cause the poor student failed to answer the
teacher’squestion. Unfortunately, the school
principal fails to take any action upon hear-
ing our complaintsand always sideswith the
teacher involved.”

Said Rinad Al-Shawa, a student at the
Franciscan School in Jericho, “1 once accom-
panied one of my relatives who studiesin a
governmental school on avisit to her school,
and | will never forget what | saw. A teacher
washolding agirl by thehair, hitting her head
against the wall asif she wereahorriblein-
sect that needed to be squashed or a cruel
enemy. | don't know the reason behind the
teacher’s behavior, but | really wonder how
she can be allowed to carry on ‘educating’
future generations.”

Teachers Say:

Accordingto Farid Hamad, anArabiclan-
guage teacher at Silwad Secondary Boys
School, violence should be considered alast
resort, only to be considered when all else
fails. He said that hitting astudent can some-
times be effective in deterring students from
engaging in improper behavior, adding, “It
can often have a positive result, especialy if
it isimpossible to meet the student’s father
or if the father failsto solve the problem.”

Photo: Nasri Magbul

Hamad continued, “By prohibiting us from
hitting students, the Ministry of Education is
adopting the Western way of doing things. In
the West, students are so sure of their rightsthat
they can threaten to suetheir own fathersif they
raise afinger against them. The Ministry’s rul-
ing could possibly have positive consequences
in aWestern context, but | fail to see how it can
help us here, bearing in mind that each society
has its own educational and cultural peculiari-
ties”

According to Wafa' Abu Sa da, ateacher at
the Greek Catholic Patriarchate school in Beit
Sahour, there are many reasons why teachers
turn to violence. “For a start,” she said, “the
curricula in our schools and the lack of extra-
curricular activities fall short in meeting the
needs of students, as does the lack of social and
psychological councilorsat schools, which leads
to students becoming bored, angry, and frus-
trated, and their negative feelings manifesting
in improper behavior.”

School Principals Say:

In order to gain an insight into the way
UNRWA schools deal with the problem of vio-
lence, The Youth Times conducted a telephone
interview with Rana Odeh, the principal of a
girls elementary school in Jalazon. Odeh agreed
that the phenomenon of violenceismore preva-
lent in governmental schools and those schools
belonging to UNRWA than it is in private
schools. She went on to say that she attributes
thisto the fact that ateacher in a private school
would normally be responsible for approxi-
mately 20 students whereasin the other schools
teachers are expected to teach to classes con-
sisting of up to 45 pupils, putting them under a
great deal of pressure. Another possible reason
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added, isthe fact that students tend to accept
it as they are used to being beaten at home,
which makesit easier for teachersto resort to
violence and get away withiit.

“Do not get mewrong, | amtotally against
the use of violence to punish students,” said
Odeh. “I constantly remind my teachers of
the importance of not using violent methods
and in spite of my long years spent in the edu-
cation sector, | have never personally beaten
astudent. | believe that there are many ways
of controlling students apart from using vio-
lence. One only needs patience.”

Odeh continued, “When | receive acom-
plaint concerning the use of violence, | listen
to all the parties involved and try to calm
things down allittle before verbally warning
the guilty teacher. If the teacher engages in
violence again, then he or shereceivesawrit-
ten warning and the case goes to the Educa
tion Department at UNRWA headquarters,
which then decides what procedures should
be followed. The punishment could be that
the teacher is sacked, transferred to another
school or else denied a pay rise for an entire
year.

Salah Ragheb, the principa of the Salah
Eddin School in Gazasaid that the Education
Department at UNRWA headquarters pub-
lishes publicationsand clear instructions con-
cerning the need to refrain from using vio-
lencein schools. He noted that the use of vio-
lent methods of punishment on the part of
teachers has decreased in recent years asthey
have gradually been exposed to other ways
of dealing with difficult students, such as de-
creasing marks and not permitting students
to participate in school trips, etc.

for the fairly widespread use of violence, she Cont.p5
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Editorial

ays pass quickly, and it seemswe have barely started the school year

when we suddenly realize that the summer vacation is just around

the corner. Obviously, we, as students, teachers and parents are all
anxious to put the headache of exams, marking, and certificates behind us
and to get on with the enjoyabl e task of enjoying our summer vacation. How-
ever, in the midst of all the accompanying anticipation, we would do well to
take a break in order to ask ourselves the following questions: “ What did we
learn and achieve? Have the past months really made a positive difference to
our lives?”

At this point | would like to personally congratul ate every one of you who
defined a set of goals and managed to accomplish at |east a few of them over
the past few months. As | see it, the knowledge that we have spent our days
productively and achieved something worthwhile cannot fail to help foster
feelings or pride and contentment, not to mention inner peace, all of which
are extremely important. As for those amongst you who failed to plan ahead
and achieve success, | would say that it is not too late to stop, question, and
make a decision to bring about some concrete, visible changes.

To all of you | say, let this summer vacation be a turning point in your
lives. Revise old goals, if any, and think of some new ones, promising your-
selves to work with patience and determination in order to realize them.
Remember...only when we work to improve ourselves as individuals will we
be able to improve the situation of our families, our society and our county as
awhole.

Condolences Instead of Congratulations

Over the past few years, we have become used to hearing sad news from
Jordan concerning the many victims who have been killed by stray bullets
during wedding celebrations. | amsurethat all of you have heard at |east one
story of joy turning into sorrow as a single bullet turns what was supposed to
be a day of great happiness into one marking the beginning of everlasting
grief.

To make matters wor se, the custom of firing live ammunition during vari-
ous celebrations can now befound herein Palestine. | ask you, what justifica-
tion could there possibly be for the death of a seven-year-old girl, Basmat,
from Anata, who was killed by a stray bullet, fired only 15 minutes into a
recent wedding party? There is none, just as there is no justification for the
death of Tamem, aged 22, who was killed by another stray bullet during the
celebrations marking his brother’s wedding in Kufr Agab.

\\& as Palestinians should have more sense than to imitate the customin
other Arab countries and fire guns to compl ete celebrations, whether they be
to mark a wedding or any other joyful occasion. Indeed, we should be doing
our best to decide who should bear responsibility for the current situation
whereby a growing number of Pal estinians are becoming victims of this dan-
gerous custom. Is it the PA that is to blame, or are we the ones at fault for
engaging in practice that we know to be dangerous?

Every mature person should be aware of the dangersinherent in firing off
rounds of live ammunition during any celebration. Consequently, we should
all support the Palestinian Leadership in any efforts it makes to ensure that
no more joyful occasions result in another unnecessary death. In doing this,
we should bear in mind that we have already suffered enough as a result of
the loss of many of our loved ones during the occupation of our homeland.

| implore you- let joy invade our hearts and harmony our homes, and let
us work together to put an end to our agony and pain.

Hania Bitar
Editor-in-Chief

Youth In The Diaspora

By Ramzy Baroud
United States

hen books are exhib-

ited, they are usually

categorized accord-
ing to specific themesor, in some
cases, according to their cost. Pal-
estinian booksareno different, yet
oneoften findsthat when they are
displayed, they come in a most
unique order that reflects the dif-
ferent states of the struggle of the
Pal estinians against various occu-
piers, including their current
struggle against Israel. Nor sur-
prisingly, the Palestinians’ quest
for freedom and their painful
memories form the core of the
dominant message the books con-
vey.

During my first visit to the Pal-
estinian WritersUnion in Gazain
the early 1990s, | was stunned to
see that most of the books on dis-
play had been written from inside
prison walls. In fact, this type of
writing is so common that in Pal-
estinianliterary circlesitisknown
as ‘the literature of prisons'.

Itishard enough to understand
how Israel, in good conscience,
can imprison for many years a
freedom fighter who is only pro-

Dear Official ...

-

It's our

Wil

tecting hishomeland or achild who
was unfortunate enough to be
caught witharock inhishand. Itis
harder still, however, to understand
why so many Palestinian poets,
writers and journalists end up
spending many years of their lives
in prison for no good reason and
without ever being sent to trial,
their only crime, according to the
Israelis, being that they ‘threaten
the security of the State of Israel’.
Why does Israel regard the Pales-
tinian pen as such athreat, one ca-
pable of threatening the existence
of a state that has enough nuclear
capability to destroy half the
world? Could it bethat itissimply
scared of the truth?

Throughout the years, since its
establishment on the ruins of Pal-
estinian towns and villages, Israel
has aimed at destroying the Pales-
tinian account of the story of the
Arab-lsragli conflict. Its mission,
however, has not been easy, not
least of all because although thou-
sandsof Pal estinianswere banished
to every corner of the world, all of
those still alive today are all too
familiar with the truth concerning
what really happened all those
yearsago and still cherish the hope

Damned Are Those Who Win a War
and Lose to a Verse of Poetry

of oneday returning to their home-
land.

Between July 1972 and July
1973 over adozen Palestinian in-
tellectuals were murdered by ex-
ploding letters or car bombs in
many of the world’s capitals.
While the obvious motive was a
desire on the part of Israel to de-
stroy the intellectual core of a
whole society, the Israelis also
hoped to pass on a very impor-
tant message...a warning to those
who would dare to challenge
I srael’s perspective concerning its
legitimacy.

Not surprisingly, although the
past 52 years have served to
strengthen the policy of Zionism,
the mother of current Isragli ide-
ology, they have failed to provide
even a small ‘security zone' that
would grant minimum protection
from the power of reason.

Israeli ideology has been fac-
ing the weapons of Palestinian
prose and literature for a consid-
erable period of time. With there-
cent revival of new narratives of
history on the hands of the New
Israeli Historians, a glimpse of
hope lies there in the horrizon.
Hope that one day the truth will
prevail.

e are students at the Silwad Girls' School. Our problem is that
our school does not have a scientific stream, which restricts our
choices and destroys many of our dreams and ambitions.

Many of uswould like to study medicine, engineering, pharmacology or
any one of anumber of other scientific majors, but unfortunately, we cannot
even dream of doing that because of the fact that thereisno scientific stream
at our school while the closest school that does have a scientific stream isat
Ein Yabroud, which is some distance away from Silwad. What complicates

the matter further isthe fact that of the local families, only five have agreed
to allow their daughters to study outside the village.

We appeal to those in charge at the Ministry of Education to provide our school with a scientific
stream. If it does not, then Silwad is destined to never be able to boast any female doctors, engineers or
pharmacists, only tens of female teachers, the vast majority of whom will have to settle for ‘ second best’
when it comes to their choice of profession.

M.R.N.Z.
Silwad Girls' School

In order to obtain a response to the problem mentioned above, The Youth Times approached Musa
Jumhour, the director of the Ramallah education directorate. Jumhour’s response was as follows:
- The number of students due to study in the tenth grade during the next academic year - 2000/2001 - is ot
enough to justify having a scientific stream at the school.
- The closest school with a scientific stream isin Ein'Yabroud, which islocated just three kilometers from

Silwad.

- The Ramallah education directorate lacks qualified teachers.
- There are no empty rooms at the school, which means we cannot increase the number of classes.
- Finally, anyone who wishes to become adoctor or an engineer will pursue his’her education even if they

goto Chinatodoit.”

We at The Youth Times hope that the girls of Silwad will not give up and that they will try to find other
solutions. Why not arrange for ataxi to take you girlsto the school in EinYabroud every morning and then
bring you back homein the afternoon? We arewilling to meet your parentsif that would be of help...please

keep us updated.
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Choose a Future: A MEND Project

Demonstrating Possibilities through the ‘Role Model’

I
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Amina Hamshari, the International UNV coordinator during a session held at Deir Jrir School

By Hamdi Hamamreh

i nce youth are our main con-
ern at The Youth Times, we
ecided to shed some light

on afew of the projects involving
youth that are currently being im-
plemented by Palestinian NGOs.
‘Choose a Future’ is one such
project. The project isbeing carried
out by Middle East Nonviolence
and Democracy (MEND) and be-
ing sponsored by the Japanese Gov-
ernment through United Nations
Volunteers (UNV).

Youth Times reporter Hamdi
Hamamreh attended one of the
project’s practical sessions, held at
Deir Jrir School inthe Ramallah re-
gion on 3 April 2000. The session
was based on what is known asthe
‘RoleModel’ technique. In this par-
ticular instance, the model was
Jolene Makhlouf, thefirst Palestin-
ianfemale pilot. After talking about
her experiences and her reasonsfor
deciding upon this kind of career,
Makhlouf patiently answered the
many questions asked by students.

“The am of the ‘Role Model’
technique,” said Amina Hamshari,
theInternational UNV coordinator,
“is to familiarize students with an
existing example of a female
achieving success. In this way, we
hope to broaden the horizons of
girls and make them aware of the
fact that they have many optionsin
their lives.”

Thetypesof questionsasked by
the students not only reflected the
nature of our society, but also re-
veded the students' worries and
concerns. Many questions dealt
with specificissues, such asthede-
gree of willingness on the part of
familiesto alow their femalemem-
bers to study what they want and
therole of thefemale hersalf in per-
suading her family to listen to her

point of view regarding marriage
and unconventional typesof careers,
etc.

At the end of the session, stu-
dents were asked to talk about their
ambitions and plans, and at that
point, two of them expressed a de-
sireto follow Makhlouf’s example.
Thiswould imply that it should not
be assumed that young Palestinian
females do not harbor a desire to

work in non-traditional fields.
“Although the‘ Choose aFuture’
project originated intheWest, it was
modified by a team of experts, en-
abling it to meet the needs of Pales-
tinian society,” said Hamshari. “ The
project aims to foster the socia de-
velopment of teenage school stu-
dents from the Ramallah and Jeri-
cho districts, helping to increase
their self esteem and self confidence.

It concentrates on the following
major areas. family, health, human
rights, gender issues, environment,
community involvement, and new
technol ogies such asthe Internet and
computer and video skills.

“Amongst other things, it is
hoped that the participants will de-
velop new skills, such as an ability
to think analytically, to negotiatein
order to facilitate change, and an
ability to organize themselves and
others in order to achieve specific
goals. They will aso gain knowl-
edge in specific subject areas rel-
evant to their lives.”

When asked about the target
group and the school sthat were cho-
sen to participate in the project,
Hamshari said, “ The target group at
this stage includes 149 schoolgirls
between the ages of 14 and 16 and
14 teachers and councilors coming
from seven schoolsin the Ramallah
and Jericho districts. Wehopeto also
involve boysinthe project at alater
stage.”

Asfor the goals MEND is hop-
ing to achieve by the end of the
project, Hamshari said, “Weare till
at thebeginning, but weare optimis-
tic concerning our desireto broaden
the girls' horizons and change their
way of thinking so that they do not

Technique

carry on believing that they were
created smply to get married and
produce children. However, for us
to achieve our goals there must be
coordination amongst all the parties
involved, which include the public
in general, the Ministry of Educa-
tion, UNRWA, the girls' families
and of coursethegirlsthemselves.”

TheYouth Timesalso visited the
Silwad Girls School, another par-
ticipating school, where it became
clear that the students involved in
the project aremorethan happy with
the way it is going. “My participa-
tion in the project has caused meto
change some of my ideas,” said
KifayaAudeh. “ For example, at first
I wasthinking of leaving school, but
I have since changed my mind. The
project also helpedin strengthening
my personality.”

Said Tahani Abd Al-Mutalib,
“Through being involved in the
project, | havelearned how to usea
computer.” Meanwhile, another stu-
dent, Rasha Sirgj said, “I am now
able to discuss a lot of issues with
my parents, unlike in the past.” “A
lot of my ideashave changed,” said
yet another student, MaisFaris. “ At
the beginning, | was al for early
marriage, for example, whereas
now | am against it.”

Meet The First Palestinian Female Pilot

Youth Times reporter and man-
aging editor Hamdi Hamamreh con-
ducted the following interview with
Jolene Makhlouf, the first Palestin-
ian female pilot. Nineteen-year-old
Jolene, who comes from Jerusalem,
finished her high school education
in 1998, after which she joined an
aviation collegein Jordan. Upon fin-
ishing thetwo-year courseinjust 18
months, she became the first quali-
fied Palestinian female pilot.

What made you decideto become
apilot?

Even when still ayoung child |
wanted to study aviation and become
apilot. | guess my reasons included
the fact that aviation is usually con-
sidered the realm of men. At first, |
thought of working with Royal Jor-
danian, but after the establishment
of the airport in Gaza, | decided to
come back and try my luck here.

How many female students stud-
ied at the college?

| was the only female student
amongst 24 male students

How did this make you feel?

Being the only female made me
feel that | had to work harder in or-
der to prove myself and compete
with the guys. | was successful, fin-
ishing my training in just 18 months
and coming top of my class.

JoIeneMakhIouf

How did your family react when
you said that you wished to become
apilot?

| would like to note here that my
mother wanted to become a hostess
but could not fulfill her dream. | was
lucky. Both she and my father encour-
aged my brother and | to study what-
ever weliked. Strangely enough, both
of ushad the same dream, and we both
graduated from the same college.

As for my other relatives, they
objected to the idea at first but after
my brother and | graduated, they
changed their minds. Although my
father is not a wealthy man and the
college fees amounted to 25,000 JD,
he insisted that we both continue our
education.

Did you try toobtain ascholar ship?

Yes, | applied for a scholarship
here in Palestine but my application
wasturned down, even though the PA
supportstheideaof more Palestinians
becoming pilots and allocates a cer-
tain number of scholarships because
of this. Until now, | have not been told
why my application wasturned down.

What are the main characteristics
of a good pilot?

A good pilot must display self-
confidence, wisdom, precision, and
an ability to respond quickly in criti-
cal situations.

What would you do if you were to
marry and your husband asked you
not to work?

I hope | will succeed in choosing
asuitable partner and that | will never
be faced with this dilemma, though,
should | ever need to decide between
my family and my work, | would most
certainly choose the former.

How does being considered a role
model for students make you feel?

I am proud and happy to talk
about my experience. It gives me
great pleasure to know that a few of
the students are now considering be-
coming pilots themselves.

Do you have a special message for
female students?
I would liketo tell them that they

should study whatever they wish and
do their very best to persuade their
familiesto changetheir mind should
they object. In addition, | would ad-
vise them to seriously consider en-
tering those kinds of fieldsthat were
formerly the exclusiverealm of men,
aviation being a good example.

Do you have any ambitions?

Yes, | would like to continue my
education and obtain a BA degree. |
would also like to study airport ad-
ministration.

In order to gain an insight into
the position of Jolene’s family con-
cerning her chosen career, we talked
to her mother, asking her how shefelt
asthe mother of two qualified pilots.
“1 am extremely proud of them both,”
said Jolene’s mother. “We provided
them with our moral and financial
support, but now they will be able to
take care of themselves as we con-
centrate on the education of our other
children.”

Asked whether she worries be-
cause flying a plane is associated
with danger, Jolene’smother replied,
“Aviation is like any other career or
profession. The vast mgjority of ca-
reers carry risks, and | do not worry
unnecessarily. | advise al parentsto
alow their children to decide their
future; trust and confidence will re-
sult in success.”
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The Children’s Parliament..When Dreams Come True

The Jericho Experience....to be Copied by Other Palestinian Municipalities

By Yousef Al-Shayeb
TYT reporter

n 1 April of this year, the
Mayor of Jericho, Abdul
Karim Sidr and UNICEF

representative Marlina Viviana
signed an agreement according to
which UNICEF will providefinan-
cial support to the Children’s Par-
liament in Jericho during the cur-
rent year.

Sidr noted that theideaof establish-
ing a parliament for children is a
uniqueonein Palestine, adding that
the Jericho Municipality is well
awareof theimportant potential role
of children and the need to provide
them with an environment that en-
courages them to producetheir best
ideas and to develop.

Pioneering Idea

In order to learn more about the
parliament, The Youth Times con-
tacted Wi’ am Ereikat, the personin
charge of theActivities Department
at the Jericho Municipality and the
initiator of the parliamentidea. Said
Ereikat, “Whilst working with the
municipality, | came up with the
ideaof establishing achildren’spar-
liament such as those that exist in
many of the countries of the world.
The idea was approved by the
mayor, and the municipality used al
its resources to guarantee its suc-
cess.”

Regarding the goals of the par-
liament, Ereikat said, “ The primary
goa of the parliament isto activate
children through encouraging them
to interact with other childreninthe
society and giving them the oppor-
tunity to represent Palestinian chil-
dren in the parliament, which we
regard asaplatformwherethey can
express their problems, hopes, and
demands. It is hoped that children
will develop new mechanisms to
overcome their problems and to
make people hear their voice.”

“Selecting the members of the
parliament was very difficult,”
added Ereikat. “We decided, even-
tually, to accept sixth graders, bear-
ing in mind that students of thisage
are about to enter anew stageinthe
educational process, and that al-
though they are not yet youth, that
doesn’t mean that they are not ca-
pable of representing themselves
and other studentswho are younger
thanthey are. Inthe end, we selected
ten gifted students from five local
schoolsin Jericho, putting the total
number of members at 50.”

Continued Ereikat, “ The board
of the parliament consists of 15 stu-

dents, only three of whom are male.
The parliament is now headed by
Yazan Fitiani from the Terra Sancta
School. Fitiani was elected during a
session restricted to board members,
who divided the postsin theway they
saw fit. When he received the high-
est number of votes, heautomatically
became the head of the parliament.”

UNICEF’s Support

Regarding UNICEF's support
for theparliament, Ereikat said, “An
agreement was signed between the
municipality and UNICEF, accord-
ing to which the latter will pay the
sum of US $25,000 to cover the cost
of the parliament’s expenses and ac-
tivities for the current year”

Ereikat noted that in the near fu-
ture, the mayors of other Palestinian
citieswill beinvited to attend apress
conference, during which theideaof
thechildren’s parliament will be pre-
sented to them so that they can ben-
efit from it and establish similar par-
liaments in their respective areas. It
is worth noting that the Children’'s
Parliament in Jericho will hold sev-
eral meetings with its counterparts
invariouscitiesthroughout theworld
in order to exchange knowledge and
experience.

Legal Aspects

Hassan Njoum, the
municipality’slawyer and the person
behind the formulation of the
parliament’s constitution said, “The
parliament complementsthe Munici-
pal Council in the sense that it has
the potentia to draw the latter’s at-
tention to certain issues concerning
children.”

Njoum continued by saying, “I
formulated the constitution of the
parliament taking into consideration
the age of itsmembersand doing my
best to make the constitution as
simple as possible. Nevertheless,
there are still some rather difficult
terms, which is why we organized
many lectures during which we ex-
plained not only the constitution to

the participating children but a sothe
Election Law, which was based on
the laws of local agencies.”

Members of the Council

SaidYazan Fitiani, “| waselected
to fight for our rights as children,
many of which are being denied us,
such asour right to have educational
and entertainment centers.” Fitiani
added, “The idea of the parliament
is an excellent one that should be
introduced in other Palestinian areas
so that agrowing number of children
can benefit. Our major goal is to
guarantee that Palestinian children
enjoy the same rights as those en-
joyed by children around the world.
Already we have benefited a great
deal from being associated with the
parliament. For
example, wehave

Courtesy: Jericho Municipality

-
developed. In addition, my love of
political science has grown to such
an extent that | hope to become a
minister or an ambassador so | can
defend the rights of the weak and
downtrodden.”

Ismat concluded by saying that
being a member of the parliament
has empowered her with a sense of
belonging to Palestine, adding that
she and her colleagues derive great
pleasure from the knowledge that
there are peoplewho care about them
and who are prepared to hear their
voices, in spite of their young age.

UNICEF’s Role

In order to shed more light on
UNICEF's view concerning the
Children’sParliament in Jericho, The
Youth Times con-
tacted Peter Bult,

gained experience
in nominating and
voting and have
had numerous op-
portunities to ex-
press our views.”

Said board
member Ismat Al-
Husseini, “The young people of the
Jericho area are suffering a great
deal. For example, thereareno clubs
or entertainment complexes, while
the public library isin dire need of
more books.”

In her reply to aquestion regard-
ing the achievements of the parlia-
ment until now, |smat said, “ To date,
we have only succeeded in develop-
ing the municipal library. However,
one must remember that we are still
in the early stages and that the chil-
dren who take over from us in the
parliament will learn from our ex-
perience and achieve alot more.”

Regarding the cooperation of
municipa officials, Ismat said that
they werebeing very cooperativeand
supportive of the goals of the parlia-
ment.

“Belonging to the parliament has
benefited me a great deal,” said
Ismat. “| feel that my personality has

tine”

“Beingamember of theparlia-
ment has empowered me with
a sense of belonging to Pales-
Ismat Al-Husseini

project officer
with UNICEF.
“One of the rea
sons why
UNICEF was
willing to spon-
sor this project,
which is sup-
ported by ‘The Japanese National
Committee to UNICEF based on a
grant from the Arigato Foundation,
isthat itisauniqueinitiative and the
first of its kind in Palestine,” said
Bult. “Because of our experiencein
promoting children and youth par-
ticipation, we decided that such a
project would provide asuitablefor-
mal platform from which children
could expressthemselves, talk about
their problems, and above all influ-

ence policy makers with respect to
issues that concern them.”

Bult continued, saying, “Our
main goal is to make Jericho more
child friendly and to support chil-
dren in developing their commu-
nity”. What is so attractive about this
project is the fact that the children
defined their own prioritieswithout
any interference from adults. The
plan developed by them includes a
creative assessment of the situation
of children in Jericho, several edu-
cational social mobilization events,
and afew exchangeswith other par-
liamentsin Palestine (e.g. the PLC).
It is hoped that one day, the chil-
dren of the council will actually
work for the municipality itself.

The educational aspect of the
project is also important. To begin
with, the children learn all about
democratic procedures, including
voting, how to organize, how to con-
duct campaigns, and how to use pro-
paganda. Among the first and most
important of the planned activities,
is one whereby the children of the
council will conduct an assessment
of the situation of children in Jeri-
cho by looking at the health, educa-
tion, protection and cultura situa-
tion. For this purpose, children will
be divided into thematic groups to
make a short video documentary
highlighting the positive aspects of
living in Jericho and the challenges
that they are still facing. This mate-
rial will be used as an entry point
for discussions at schools and com-
munity centers, theaim being tofind
possible solutions for the problems
identified.

“In order to encourage other Pal-
estinian cities and villages to carry
out similar projects, we coordinated
with the Jericho Municipality with
aview to holding anational confer-
ence around September of thisyear,
to be attended by mayors from dif-
ferent Palestinian areas.” said Bult
“The main purpose of the confer-
ence is to share the Jericho experi-
ence and to learn from the different
experiences of other Palestinian cit-
ies. Wethushopeto create anational
movement of ‘Mayors as defenders
of children rights.’
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Palestinian Youth.... Similar Problems and Concerns

T he Youth Times has noticed
duringitsvariousworkshops,
held in different Palestinian
areas, that the vast majority of Pal-
estinian youth appear to be facing
similar problems, regardlessof their
place of residence and socia and
economical situation.

The major problemsfacing Pal-
estinian youth can be summarized
asfollows:

Early Marriage

“We notice that the negative
phenomenon of early marriage can
be found in a large number of Pal-
estinian villages,” said Layali
Hammad, an eighth grader at the
Silwad Girls School inthe Ramallah
district during the first workshop
held in that particular area. “Some
girls unconsciously express an ea
gernessto marry at an early age due
to the fact that they hate both going
to school and the restrictions im-
posed on them by their families,

believing that by getting married,
they will have more freedom. There
are aso those girls who marry sim-
ply to be ableto travel abroad. Fami-
lies should not encourage their fe-
male membersto believe such things,
not unless they want to see them re-
gret their decisionsin thefuture. Un-
fortunately, instead of warning them
about the dangers of early marriage,
many families actually encourage or
even force their daughters to leave
school and marry whilst they are till
extremely young.”

RanaAbu Sharifa, aninth grader
from Jalazon School, agreed with
Layali, saying, “This phenomenon
has many negative consequencesthat
affect both the girl and any children
shegiveshirthto. How canagirl who
istill achild herself be expected to
run ahousehold and look after afam-
ily?

“The main reason behind this
phenomenon isthetendency of males
towant younger girlsaswivesso that
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they will be able to control them,”
said Rana's classmate, Sahar Afifi.
Niveen Basem, meanwhile, pointed
to the fact that society views unmar-
ried girls of 18 and over in a nega-
tive light, considering them unsuit-
able marriage material. “Here in
Jalazon, we find 15-year-old wives
and 17-year-old husbands,” said
Sahar, going on to say, “ The current
situation makes me very sad.”

Riham Abu Znait, from the Uni-
versity League in Hebron said,
“There are many reasons behind the
phenomenon of early marriage, in-
cluding ignorance on the part of the
girlsinvolved, the autocracy of fami-
lies, our habits and customs as a so-
ciety and the bad economical situa-
tion from which many Palestinian
families suffer.”

Discrimination
within Families

Many girls spoke elaborately

about their problems, especidly in
regard to theway in which many Pal-
estinian families discriminate be-
tween their sons and daughters. Said
RanaMuswadeh from the University
League, “Girls are not allowed the
samelevel of freedom asboys, which
is something that should change.”
The same idea was expressed by
Rana's classmate Riham Abdeen who
said, “Themaleisstill considered the
core of the family...”

It should be noted, however, that
not al thefemal e students agreed that
females should be granted absolute
freedom. For example, the majority
of female students from Silwad
School believe that the natural place
for femalesisin the home, although
thosewho voiced an opinion said that
women should be alowed to work
outside the home as long as they do
not forget their responsibilities to-
ward their families.

Local Problems

Nagjiyah Thabit, an eighth grader
at Jalazon School, said, “Many resi-
dents of Jalazon camp are suffering
from meningitisasaresult of thefact
that thereis so much garbage strewn
around the camp. The situation is
made worse by thefact that there are
no garbage contai nerswhilst the sew-
age systemisappalling. Theofficials
don’t seem to care, and many of the
camp residents are thinking of leav-
ing the camp and living elsewhere.”

Both male and female students
from Jalazon stressed the need to or-
ganize awareness programs that
should be directed not only at stu-
dents but at their families aswell.

During the workshop held in
Silwad, femal e students tal ked about
the many problems they face. Said

ninth grader Mays Faris, “Our
school lacksascientific stream, and
our parentsdo not allow usto travel
to other schools away from the vil-
lage. As a result, we are forced to
study in the literary stream, which
means that many of us will never
be able to realize our dreams.”
Meanwhile, eighth grader Nada
Helmi said that like many other
girls, she faces problems in filling
her spare time, noting that Silwad
lacks special recreationa clubs, a
public library, an Internet cafe, etc.

The problemsin Hebron would
appear to be no different to those
elsewhere. One problem, said local
students, isthat peoplejudge others
according to their appearance. A stu-
dent complained that the local
women who wear headscarvesview
thosewho do not in anegativelight,
adding, “Inreality, theunveiled girls
are not bad. The way people dress
does not usualy reflect their mor-
als.”

Participantsin the Hebron work-
shop mentioned other problems
such astheisolation of Hebronfrom
other Palestinian cities, which they
attributed to many factors, includ-
ing thelocal customsand habitsand
the lack of entertainment centers
that could attract tourists and Pal-
estinians from other Palestinian ar-
€as.

We still have along way to go
until we see the day when many of
the problems mentioned above are
eliminated. We feel, however, that
wehavelit thefirst candle and taken
out some thorns, and we are confi-
dent that by remaining determined,
wewill one succeed in helping this
to happen.

Fromp, 1

Ministry of Education
Says:

Youth Times reporter Samah
Saehinterviewed ReemaAl-Kaani,
the head of the education directorate
in Nablus who said: “Violence is
very common in our schools and it
cannot beignored for many reasons,
including thefact that it is partly re-
sponsible for the high dropout rate
and thefailure of studentsto achieve
satisfactory marks. Unfortunately,
despite the problems associated with
the phenomenon, the discourse con-
cerning it isvery limited.”

Al-Kaani continued by saying,
“What most disturbs meiswhen par-
entsappeal to the police, asking them
to discipline the teacher, even after
they have already complained to the
Ministry of Education, because this
only adds to the problem. If a stu-
dent complains that a teacher beat
him or her, we conduct an investi-
gation and, if we find the student’s
claimtobeajust one, submit awarn-
ing to the teacher. If the teacher en-
gagesinviolent behavior again, then
we send him or her to an entirely new

area, assuming that the accusing party
does not withdraw the accusation.

“1 should notethat in caseswhere
ateacher insists that a student hit or
insulted him or her, then a discipli-
nary committee consisting of five
teachers - excluding, of course, the
teacher involved - will be put together
and asked to make recommendations
concerning a suitable punishment.
The punishment can range from tem-
porary expulsion from the school for
amatter of a few daysto permanent
expulsion and a ruling that the child
may not study in any school in the
same area.”

The View of Psychology:

The Youth Times contacted Dr.
Yousef Abu Samra, alecturer of psy-
chology at Birzeit University. Hetold
us, “Violence is like the education
process in the sense that it is a con-
tinuous process that begins with the
family, extends to the school and the
society and requiresthe involvement
of themedia” Asfor the reasons be-
hind this phenomenon, Abu Samra
said, “Firstly, families are not paying
enough attention to what their chil-

dren are doing. They are often igno-
rant concerning certain educational
and psychological methods and fail
to understand the stagesthe child goes
through during his/her development,
which is why we find that in many
cases, they areignorant when it comes
to knowing how to deal with their
children.

“Next, we must consider the fact
that teachersarefailing to play anim-
portant role by teaching values such
as tolerance. Unfortunately, no pro-
gram regarding the rights of children
exists in our schools, and the word
toleranceisnot even mentioned in our
curricula. Moreover, the fact that
families promote a sense of competi-
tion amongst their children resultsin
Serious negative consequences. Put in
simpleterms, they want their children
to be ‘the first’, ‘the best’, and, in
some cases, the child’sdesireto meet
such expectationsresultsinhim or her
resorting to violence.

“There is a belief in psychology
that supports the idea that childhood
determines an individual’s character
for life. In other words, a child who
isexposed to violencewhen still fairly
young will himself practice violence
when older.”

Disciplinary Instruction Form

ArticleFiveof the‘ Disciplinary Instruction Form’ that the Min-
istry of Education distributesto various Pal estinian school s points
out that teachers, when punishing any student, should take into
consideration his or her feelings and beliefs and should attempt to
treat all students equally without displaying any form of bias. Ar-
ticle Seven, meanwhile, stipulatesthat the forms of punishment to
be used in relation to students who misbehave are as follows:

A- Light punishment: including both oral and written warn-

ings.

B- Heavy punishment: including first, second, and third warn-
ings, transferring a student to another school either inside or out-
side the directorate, banning a student from attending school for a
week or until the end of the academic year, or even permanently
banning him from attending all governmental schools.

As for Article Eight, it stipulates that the following punish-
ment methods should be avoided:

Physical punishment, asking the student to leave the classroom
(sending him instead to the school administration if his behavior
hinders in one way or another the educational process), threaten-
ing to give students a lower grade, preventing students from eat-
ing, ordering the student to do more homework or carry out more
tasks than his peers, mocking a student because of any problems
he suffers from, humiliating a student in front of his peers by or-
dering him to stand for sometimein front of his colleagues either
in the yard or in the classroom, and imposing any kind of collec-
tive punishment for a mistake committed by one student.
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Dima As-Saman ...Palestinian Women Suffer
from Setbacks on all Levels

By Yousef Al-Shayeb

imaAl-Saman is anovel-
ist, storywriter, and pro-
ducer. Born in Jerusalem

in 1963, As-Saman majored in lan-
guages at Birzeit University and,
upon graduating, went on to obtain
adiplomain documentary produc-
tion fromaninstitutionin Germany.

In addition to her membership
inmany Palestinian institutions, As-
Saman is currently working as the
director of the Educational Public
Relations Department at the Minis-
try of Education.

How did you discover your writ-
ing talents?

“1 have had agood imagination
since childhood. Even before | ac-
quired basic reading and writing
skills, | used toinvent stories, claim-
ing they were true. | was lucky
enough to have educated parents
who certainly played a magjor role
in devel oping thisparticular * hobby’
and teaching me various vaues, in-
cluding the need to refrain from tell-
ing lies.

“Whilst an elementary level stu-
dent, | took to putting into writing,
what | had seen in my imagination,
and it was not long before the school
| attended published some of my
writings. Even during my years at
Birzeit Univeristy, | continued to
write, this time for Al-Quds news-
paper as a trainee journalist. Work-
ing in journalism gave methe oppor-
tunity to broaden my horizons, es-
pecialy in the field of publication,
and also to become acquainted with
many experienced writers.”

What is your favorite genre of
writing?

“Writing novels is my favorite
genre. Writing a novel takes many
months and, in some cases, even a
few years, and for that reason | find
that | actualy ‘live’ the novel whilst
writing it and missfeeling that | am
apart of the plot upon completingit.

“1 wrote my first novel Green
Meadow in the ' 80s but was unable
to publishit dueto thefact that many
critics thought it was based on the
Egyptian style of writing and cov-

ered a subject that had more to do
with Egypt than anywhere else,
namely feudalism. My second
novel, The Missing Rib, was pub-
lished in 1992, the same year in
which my third novel, Caravan was
published. My third novel is ex-
tremely close to my soul, mainly
becauseit wastrandated into Italian
and is now a part of the curriculum
at many Italian universities. In 1995
two of my novelswere published: A
Wing That Has no Room in the Sky
and Disguised Fingers.

“l am currently working on a
novel entitled Sork House, whichis
like *aJerusalemite panorama.’ The
novel talks about Jerusalemites and
their lives, including the various po-
litical, social, cultural, etc. aspects.

“My love of origins and rootsis
revealed through my novels, | carea
lot about pictures and dialogue,
which iswhy my novels can be de-
scribed asimaginative but realistic.”

Your contributions to *Sawt Al-
Nisaa’ (Voiceof Women) aresome-
how very critical of men, Why is

that?

“The corner entitled ‘Why
Adam? is mainly devoted to criti-
cism of men. | try to shed light on
certain issues such as the violation
of women'srights. My aim isto in-
troduce a question, namely, are men
able to live without women or
women without men?Aswomen, we
suffer a great deal on many levels,
the first of which isthe sexual level
and the second the political level.”

Do you have special rituals when
you write?

“1 only ever write in places that
arequiet andtidy. | asoliketowrite
whilst sitting near a window, espe-
cidly if the view is beautiful.”

How would you evaluate women’s
literaturein Palestine?

“There is nothing called
women'sliterature, partly becauseif
there were, it would imply that
women are a minority. Unfortu-
nately, it isimpossible for Palestin-
ianwritersto live on what they make
from writing, which is why writing
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remains a hobby for the vast ma-
jority of Palestinian writers, regard-
less of whether they aremale or fe-
male.”

Doyou haveany advicefor young
writers?

“Writing without reading is
nothing. You have to read alot and
be confident, and you should not de-
spair if your first attempt at writing
meets with failure. Instead, you
should look for another opportunity
to write rather than wait for the op-
portunity to cometo you.”

Know the person behind the Microphone

By Shireen Thabit
Birzeit University

dent Alla Al-Alam, 18, not

only because he is a well-
known broadcaster, but also be-
cause| am oneof hisgreatest fans.
His beginningsin broadcasting go
back six yearsto when hewasjust
12 years of age and, as a hobby,
volunteered to work for a private
radio station aimed at children.

I chosetointerview tawjihi stu-
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Oneyear after joining the station as
avolunteer, Alla was given an op-
portunity to join a children’s pro-
gram broadcast by another station,
which is owned by his brother’s
friend.

The following is an abridged
version of theinterview | conducted
with Alla

What do you actually do at the
station?

| am a broadcaster and also
work as avoice technician.

What qualificationsdoyou have?

| gained alot of experience by
working for four years as a broad-
caster but | also hold three certifi-
catesthat statethat | am aqualified
broadcaster and voice technician. |
believe that the most important
qualification| holdismy voiceand
my presence whilst on air.

Does this mean that you do not
care about certificates?

Of course, | care, but their im-
portance becomes redundant if the
broadcaster lacks agood voice and
does not talk clearly.

You started your career asachild
but rapidly becameawell-known
broadcaster after an incredibly
short space of time. To what, ex-
actly, do you attribute your suc-
cess?

Successinthisfield dependson
many factors including a genuine
love of the work and commitment.

Doesyour work affect your stud-
ies?

Not at al. | study asmuch as |
can, and | coordinated with the ad-
ministration at the radio station in

order to reduce the number of pro-
grams | have to present to alow
moretimefor my studies, which are
obviously very important, espe-
cidly as | am now a tawjihi stu-
dent.

You started asavolunteer but do
you now receive a salary?

What do you think? [Smiling.]
Sure, | am paid now.

How do you get on with the other
personnel at the station, who are
obvioudly older than you are?

There are three of us working
asvoicetechnicians, and at the be-
ginning | was not so skilled in this
kind of work asthe other two. How-
ever, one morning, one of the tech-
nicianswas unableto cometo work
and asked me to cover for him. |
agreed, and was later delighted to
hear that severa of the broadcast-
ers had asked the station’s director
to allow me to administrate their
programs. In short, my relationship
with my colleagues is a brotherly
one.

What do you plan to do after
graduating from high school ?

| plan to major in broadcast-
ing at a foreign university, then,
after obtaining my BA, to come
back to Palestine and try to estab-
lish my ownradio station. | prom-
ise you that when | do, it will be
the best Palestinian radio station
ever.

What are your hobbies?

| like to read novels and other
books, especially thoserelating to
history. | also enjoy listening tothe
radio and swimming.

Whoisyour favoritesinger and
what isyour Zodiac sign?

My favorite singer is George
Wasouf and | am aLeo.

Do you have a message for our
readers?

I would like to tell them to
learn as much as they can, to take
life seriously, and to constantly
eva uate themselves and their po-
tential as contributors to our soci-
ety. As for my audience, | would
liketo tell them that without them,
| am nothing, and that | hope that
it will not be long before we can
entertain them with some lovely
new programs.
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